John 14:1-15:17 – Lesson Notes – You’ve Got a Friend
The Big Idea: Jesus demonstrates His friendship with us by His concern for us, His continual spiritual presence with us and His sacrifice for us. 
	I. Gone But Not Forgotten              (14:1-15)
	Key Idea: The knowledge that Jesus is working for us and is returning for us should comfort us in His absence. 

	1. Read John 14:1-6. What was Jesus concerned about (v1) and what would He do about it (v2-3)? What did He tell the disciples (v1, 4, 5-6) and why was this important for them? Explain verse 6. 
	Jesus was concerned about the troubled hearts that His disciples had because of His departure. He told them to believe in Him as they had believed in God. This could be interpreted as 2 impera-tives – Believe in God and believe in Me, or as a comparison – as you believe in God believe also in Me. It seems the best sense is since you believe in God, believe in Me (because I am God, too). They were to have faith in His Word, which He revealed to be that He was going to prepare a place for them and would come again to receive them to Himself. So, even though He was leaving, it was only temporary and they would be in His thoughts as He worked on their eternal abode. Jesus also told them that they knew the way He was going, but Thomas, speaking in behalf of the disciples, said they didn’t know where He was going, so it seemed implausible that they would know the way. Jesus’ answer was that He was the way, the truth, and the life and that no one could come to the Father but through Him. This tells us that Jesus is our personal guide, so we don’t have to know the destination. It is a relationship so wherever we are is okay as long as Jesus is there, too. Not only is He the way to the Father (the only way), He is also the truth and the life, so if we have a relationship with Jesus we have everything that matters. Really, we must walk in truth to be in fellowship the Father and we must have life to be with the Father, so Jesus is the way to the Father in every way. 

	2. Using 14:7-11 what misconception did the disciples have (v8) and how did Jesus clarify this (v7, 9)? What two things illustrated the oneness between Jesus and His Father (v10, 11)? 
	The disciples somehow hadn’t connected that Jesus was the complete revelation of the Father so Philip said that if He would show them the Father it would be enough for them. It’s hard to imagine that Philip realized the immensity of his request and he definitely didn’t understand that the Father was revealed in Jesus. Thus, Jesus asked how could Philip could have been with Him so long and had not come to know Him. This means we only know the Father when we really or deeply know Jesus. Whatever the Son is like is what the Father is like, so to know Jesus is to know the Father. The oneness enjoyed between the Father and Son is a mutual identification – Jesus is in Him, and He is in Jesus, so that the words that Jesus spoke were actually the Father speaking His words through Him. Also, the works that Jesus performed were the works of the Father because they had been initiated by the Father. What someone says and what they do tells you who they are if you are around them long enough; the disciples had been with Jesus three and a half years, so they should have known who He was and that He was one with the Father. 

	3. Based on 14:12-15 what promises did Jesus make (v12, 13-14) and why (v13)? How would this be accomplished (v13-14) and what should accompany this prayer (v15)? 
	Jesus promised that anyone who believes in Jesus will do the works that He did; in fact, he will do greater works than these. The reason was that Jesus was going to the Father and the Holy Spirit would be sent at that time to empower all believers. So, the extent of the work would be greater, although the exhibition of the power would be the same. He also promised to believers that whatever was asked in His name would be done so that the Father could be glorified in the Son. To ask in the “name” of Jesus means to ask in accordance with His will and for His glory; this, in turn means that we must know Jesus intimately so that we can know His will. The outgrowth of such an attitude of love for Jesus and the desire to ask according to His will be obedience to Him. 

	II. Absent But Not Alone               (14:16-31)
	Key Idea: Although Jesus is not physically with us, in the Holy Spirit both the Father and the Son live within us. 

	4. From John 14:16-20 what else did Jesus promise (v16)? How does Jesus describe the Spirit (v16, 17) and what is the effect of His presence (v16, 17, 18, 19-20)? 
	Jesus promised to also send “another” Helper (“paraclete”, one called alongside for comfort or help) who would be with them forever. He is another of the same kind (“heteros” would be of a different kind) as Jesus, so the Holy Spirit is the continuing presence of Jesus in a believer’s life. He is the Spirit of truth who abides with and in the believer; believers know Him and behold (to perceive with understanding) Him, but the world has no spiritual apparatus to accept His reality. The effect of the Holy Spirit in our lives is comfort and help, knowledge of the truth, the continuing experience of Jesus’ presence in our lives, and eternal life beginning now. We will also know that Jesus is in the Father, that we are in Him, and that He is in us because of the Spirit with us. 

	5. Read 14:21-24. What condition are we to fulfill (v21, 23) and what will result from this (v21-22, 23)? What does it mean if we don’t fulfill this condition (v24)? Apply. 
	We are to keep the commandments of Jesus that have been delivered to us, which is in essence love for Jesus; if we love Jesus we will keep His word. The result of this obedience born of love is that the Father and the Son will love us and will come and make their home with us. However, if we don’t keep His words we don’t love Him, and it means that we don’t love the Father either since they are the Father’s words as well. The point of this for us is that talk is cheap – we can say we love Jesus but if we don’t obey we are lying. Similarly, if our obedience is not born of love it is only a superficial obedience and accomplishes nothing. 

	6. Based on 14:25-31 what does the Holy Spirit do for us (v25-26)? What did Jesus leave to us and why (v27)? What had He told the disciples and why (v28, 29)? What was Jesus’ response to what was next (v30-31)? 
	While Jesus was with them He had spoken many words to the disciples; when He left, though, the Holy Spirit, who would be sent in Jesus’ name, would teach them all things and remind them of all the things that He had said to them. He still does this for all of His disciples by speaking through the New Testament. Not only did Jesus “leave” the Holy Spirit with us, He left us His peace; a peace unlike the world’s peace which is merely the absence of conflict. His peace is a soul-felt peace based on the truth that because of Him everything is alright and will be alright. Therefore, we must not let our hearts be troubled or fearful. He had told the disciples that He was going to come back for them, but they had focused on His departure, thus they were troubled. The key to rejoicing and peace is to remember that we are not alone and that Jesus will return to us and for us. Jesus had also told the disciples that the ruler of the world (Satan) was coming so He could not speak much more with them. He told this to them before it happened so they would believe in Him when it did happen. Also, although He knew that Satan was coming He determined to see the Father’s plan through to the end because He was obedient and so that the world would know His love for His Father.

	III. Away But Available (15:1-17)
	Key Idea: Because Jesus is our friend even though He is physically away, He is always available for us. 

	7. In 15:1-4 how did Jesus identify Himself (v1) and us (v1)? What does He do for unfruitful (v2) and fruitful followers (v2)? What has He done for us (v3) and what should we do (v4)? 
	As Jesus left the upper room with His disciples on His way to Gethsemane, He probably passed by a vineyard which grew there in the Kidron Valley. He began to teach the disciples that He was the true vine, in contrast to Israel who had been the false vine. They were called to bear fruit in the world for God but had failed miserably. Jesus informed them that fruit would be born through Him and that those who were attached to Him would be pruned by the Vinedresser, who is the Father. The point of their existence in the Vine is to bear fruit, and if they are unfruitful they will be taken away; if they bear some fruit, they will be cut back so that they can bear fruit, (v2, 16), or more fruit (v2, or much fruit (v5, 8). To be “taken away” refers to what happens to false believers, while pruning refers to God’s discipline in removing hindrances to our growth and fruitfulness. He has already made true branches clean by the Word which He has spoken to them, meaning that He gives us new birth through His Word (Jas 1:18). Thus, true branches should abide in Him and experience His abiding presence in them, enabling them to bear fruit which, on their own, would be impossible. A branch must be connected to the vine to produce grapes, so we must be connected to Jesus to bear fruit for Him. 

	8. From 15:5-8 how do we bear “much” fruit (v5)? What does it mean to “abide” and why does it work (v5)? What happens if we don’t abide (v6) and if we do (v7, 8)? 
	The means by which we bear “much” fruit is by abiding in the Vine. “Abide” means to take up residence or to make something one’s home, so abiding in Jesus means to live in Him as our sphere of existence. For Him to abide in us means the same – He feels completely at home in us. In concrete terms we do this by saturating ourselves in His Word, through unceasing prayer, and by consistent obedience to the promptings of the Holy Spirit. When we abide in Him and He is us He works through us and bears fruit; conversely, when we try to do this without complete dependence on Him we cannot bear fruit that will glorify Him. If a so-called believer does not abide in the Vine he is thrown away, dries up, and thrown in the fire. This can mean they never were a believer, as in 15:2, or it could mean that their life is so worthless when they are not bearing fruit that they are cast aside and unusable. The first meaning is more preferable although believers are sometimes referred to as “burned”, being saved though as by fire (1 Cor 3:15) or being snatched out of the fire (Jude 23). If we do abide in Jesus and His words abide in us God will grant us our requests of Him and will thus bring glory to Himself as we bear much fruit for Him. This will “prove” that we are Jesus’ disciples. 

	9. In 15:9-13 how are we to abide in Jesus (v9, 10, 12) and what will result (v11)? What has Jesus done for us (v9, 12) and what is the greatest expression of that love (v13)? Apply. 
	We are to abide in Jesus by abiding in His love, which is the result of keeping His commandments; one of these commandments is to also love one another as He has loved us. To abide in His love is to make His love our home; as believers, for us to really live for Jesus and love Jesus we must first realize and live in His incredible unconditional love for us. Jesus loves us and has given up His life for us, and this sacrifice is the greatest expression of love for one’s friends. This instructs us regarding the meaning of love; it is sacrifice for the good of the one who is loved. We must do more than say we love; we must sacrifice our time, energy, possessions, or even our life for the one we love. Whatever it takes is what we must do. 

	10. Using 15:14-17 what does friendship with Jesus look like (v14, 15, 17)? How did we get to be friends with Him (v16) and for what purposes (v16)? 
	Friendship with Jesus means that we do what He commands, but not as slaves, but friends. In other words we do His commands because we believe in Him and what He says, rather than because we have to out of fear. One of these commands that we “buy into” and obey is that we love one another. From Jesus’ side in the relationship friendship means that He tells us everything He hears from the Father – He hides nothing from us. Just as God hid nothing from His prophets in the Old Testament era, so Jesus hides nothing from His disciples now. We become Jesus’ friends because He chooses us, rather than because we choose Him. This means that He is the leader of the relationship and as such has chosen us for a specific purpose. That purpose is that we should go and bear fruit and that this fruit should remain. 

	11. Looking back over John 14-15 in what ways did Jesus show His ongoing friendship with His disciples? What does it mean to you that Jesus is your friend, too? How can you cultivate that friendship with Him each day? 
	Jesus showed His ongoing friendship with His disciples by being concerned about them even though He was the One who would go through suffering. He then gave some answers to them that would help them overcome their fear and unrest – first by going and preparing a place for them, then by promising to come again for them, thirdly by promising to answer their prayers, fourth by promising to send His “Spiritual” presence to them, fifth sending His Spirit to remind them of all He had said, sixth by empowering them as they planted their lives in Him, seventh by revealing everything that the Father had told Him to them, and last, by giving up His very life for them. Jesus does all these same things for us and if we don’t take advantage of this incredible gift we are to be pitied. We must each day meditate through His Word about the great love He has for us, converse with Him constantly, obey His commands and love one another. This will cause our friendship with Him to grow closer and closer. 


