Study Questions for 1 Corinthians 1-2 – Who Knew?
The Big Idea: God has amazingly called us to be His through the simple message of the crucified Christ, so we should walk in unity. 
	I. A Special Calling (1:1-17)
	Key Idea: Because of our calling to be set apart to Christ we are to walk in unity with one another. 

	1. Read 1 Cor 1:1-3.  How does Paul, the human author, describe himself (v1) and the Corinthian church to whom he wrote (v2)? What is significant about these descriptions? What does he pray for them (v3)?
	Paul writes as “an apostle of Jesus Christ”, an apostle being “one who is sent forth”. The original twelve apostles had been commissioned and sent forth by Jesus, but Paul was an apostle confronted on the Damascus road by Jesus and commissioned at the time of his conversion. This gave him the authority of Jesus as he spoke to these Corinthians. He was an apostle “by the will of God”; he had not taken this position upon himself but was simply doing this according to God’s design and purpose. He wrote along with Sosthenes, a fellow believer, who probably was the one who actually penned this letter (called an “amanuensis”). He wrote to the church of God at Corinth, which was composed of those sanctified (set apart) in Christ Jesus, saints (set apart ones) by calling, who were bound together with everyone in every place who call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, who was the Lord of the Corinthians and the rest who call upon Him. (This emphasis on unity was relevant to the internal conflict they were experiencing.) This letter was probably written by Paul while he was in Ephesus on his 3rd missionary journey and was a response to the Corinthians con-cerning questions they had about an earlier letter he had written. So, 1 Corinthians is really Paul’s second letter to them, but the first is not part of the Bible. It is significant that Paul described the Corinthians as set apart in Christ Jesus and called by God because their life in Him was markedly different than a typical Corinthian. Corinth was a coastal city in southern Greece and was a center of seafaring activity, which included great immorality. It was also a center of the worship of Aphrodite, the Greek fertility goddess, and as such religious prostitution was practiced there. So, this was a place of debauchery, much like Las Vegas is today, out of which God called the Corinthian believers. Paul prayed that grace and peace that comes from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ would be theirs. This was again important since they were experiencing division and conflict in the Body. 

	2. From 1:4-9 what about the Corinthians made Paul thankful (v4, 5, 6, 7)? What did God promise to do for them (v8) and what had He done for them (v9)? Why had He done this (v9)? 
	Paul was always thanking God for the grace He had given them in Christ Jesus. They were enriched in everything in Him, including all their speech and knowledge, just as the testimony concerning [their faith in] Jesus was confirmed in them. They were not lacking in any gift and they eagerly awaited the revelation (apokalupsis, unveiling) or return of our Lord Jesus Christ, who would confirm them to that end. Just as their testimony that they were genuinely saved had been confirmed by their lives, so God promised to confirm this salvation until the end. They were secure in their eternal salvation because He was the One who would confirm it, ensuring that they would be blameless when Christ returned because of His righteousness in them. Furthermore, this security was genuine due to the faithfulness of God who never changes; He had called them into fellowship (sharing in common, communion) with His Son. 

	3. From 1:10-17 what was the situation in Corinth (v11) and why (v12)? What did Paul encourage (v10) and what was his rationale (v13)? What had his position been (v14-16) and what was it now (v17)? 
	The church at Corinth was full of quarreling because they had divided themselves into sects. Some were devoted to Paul, others Apollos, or Cephas (Peter) and some even Christ (they probably regarded themselves as the “purists”). Paul encouraged that they all agree (literally, “speak the same thing”), being made complete (mature) I the same mind and same judgment. They were to view the faith and practice of their Christianity the same way, and while not each the same person, they were to be united in how they evaluated (judgment) and how they communicated what was true. The standard for this evaluation, practice and message was Jesus Christ Himself; it was He, and not Paul (or the others) who had been crucified for them. Although they had been baptized by certain ones that mattered not, since baptism was only an outward symbol of the inward reality of the cross-life (crucified with Christ, but raised to walk in newness of life). Paul had not baptized many of them at all so that none would say they were baptized in his name. His “job” was not to baptize, but to preach the gospel, and this was not be done by clever (sophia, Greek wisdom) speech. He refused to use gimmicks to trick people into an outward commitment to Christ because this would have nullified the cross of Christ. The point is not to get outward commitments (baptisms) but to secure complete, heart-felt loyalty to Christ. This can only be accomplished when our old self is crucified with Him and we then walk according to His image. 

	II. A Simple Message (1:18-2:5)
	Key Idea: The message that God uses to save His people is Jesus Christ and Him crucified, from beginning to end. 

	4. In 1 Cor 1:18-20 how is the word of the cross viewed by those perishing (v18) and those saved (v18)? What has God done to the world’s wisdom (v19-20) and why is it foolish?  
	The word (logos – the overall argument or rationale) of the cross is foolishness (moria, from which we get our word, “moron”) to those who are perishing (in the process of being completely destroyed), but those of us who are being saved it is the power of God. The reason for the difference is that the ones headed for destruction don’t realize they are because they are still trying to make things work in their own strength; those being saved realize that it is the power of God through the cross that has saved them from this destruction. God has destroyed the “wisdom of the wise” and has set aside (dis-placed) the reasoning of the clever debater by the cross. Those arguments do not work compared to God’s solution for man’s basic problem, sin. Nothing, whether education, money, intellect, beauty, leadership ability, personality, self-help programs or religious systems, works to fix man’s sin; only the cross is able to do that. So, everything else is foolish, moronic. 

	5. Based on 1:21-25 what is and is not God’s method of salvation (v21)? What do Jews and Greeks each seek (v22) and how do they view the crucified Christ (v23)? What do the ones called understand about Him (v24-25)? 
	The way of knowing God that pleases Him is not through the wisdom of the world, but rather through the “foolishness” of simply believing the gospel message (the “kerygma”, or elements of the gospel). This is in contrast to “proof” by means of a sign (the Jewish approach), or persuasion through air-tight philosophical arguments (the Greek approach). The idea that the solution to this world’s and man’s problems is through a crucified Jewish Messiah is a stumblingblock (a snare to be avoided) to Jews and foolishness (lacking in philosophical wisdom) to Gentiles. However, He is the power of God and the wisdom of God to those who are called because they understand that the cross redeems and restores from the results of sin. God’s foolishness is so wise that it is wiser than men, and His weakness is still so strong that it is stronger than men. To know a little about God and to experience a little bit of His power makes us wiser and stronger than the world at its wisest and strongest. 

	6. Using 1:26-30 describe those who are called to believe (v26). Why did God do this (v27-29, 31)? Why are we in Christ (v30) and what is He to us (v30)? Explain. 
	We are to look at our calling – consider it – and when we do we “see”, like the Corinthians that not many “wise according to the flesh”, not many “mighty, and not many noble have been chosen by God (compare Jer 9:23-24). Rather, He deliberately chooses 1) the “foolish things”, 2) the weak and the 3) base (those who don’t live up to the standards of their race, so outcasts) things and 4) those despised of the world to shame (intense form) the wise. The reason God does this is to nullify (“katergeo”, to render ineffective, dismantle) the things that [now] are in the world so that no one may boast before God. He is the One responsible for placing us in Christ Jesus who has become to us our wisdom from God, and righteousness (right standing before Him), and sanctification (growth in Christ-likeness), and redemption (set free from sin to the hope of glory). Our only “bragging rights” are in the Lord, and not in ourselves, because He did it all for us. 

	7. From 2:1-5 how did Paul present Christ’s message (v1-2) and what was his manner (v3-4)? Why (v5)? How can we apply this? 
	Paul presented the message of Christ very humbly and simply – not with superiority of speech or wisdom, using eloquence or persuasive arguments. His message was simply Jesus Christ and Him crucified. Actually, his manner was that of weakness, fear and trembling, which indicates his complete dependence on God and total desire to not “talk people into” believing in Jesus. With this unembellished message if they believed it would be a demonstration of the Spirit – God’s work – and His power. In this way their faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God. This is so important for us today; we must remember that the message doesn’t get any more profound that Jesus Christ and Him crucified and that the method is always and only God’s power through His Spirit. We share with others about Christ and depend on Him to convict by His Spirit. This doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t prepare ourselves, but just that we are not the reason and persuasive tactics are not the reason that anyone comes to know Christ and grows in Him - that is His work. 

	III. A Spiritual Revelation (2:6-16)
	Key Idea: Our understanding of God’s grace in redemption to us comes only by His Spirit, so we should be united around Jesus. 

	8. In 2:6-10 how is the true message of God described (v6, 7)? Who didn’t understand it and what did this cause (v6, 8)? Who does understand it (v6, 10) What has the Spirit revealed (v9)? 
	The true message of God is true wisdom, but only appreciated by those who are mature (complete in Christ). His wisdom is not of this age, and not of the rulers (possibly referring to angelic rulers, but more likely the recognized leaders) of this age. It is also a hidden wisdom, a mystery which was predestined before the ages (human history) to our glory. A “mystery” in the New Testament refers to that which has been hidden but is now uncovered. The rulers of this age did not understand it because they were only “natural”, as 2:14 says; these things must be revealed by the Spirit (v10). Since they didn’t understand it they crucified the “Lord of glory”. This “wisdom” was that through Jesus Christ and the cross all things would be reconciled to God and restored to His original purpose. It would not be through a conquering king and a law, but through a suffering Servant and His love that all would be brought back to God. This idea was inconceivable to the natural man, but by the Spirit He has revealed His salvation and way of life to those who love Him (because of His grace extended to them). This verse gives us a lot of hope because God is not limited by our lack of imagination or vision about what He might do for us. He has prepared for us a complete way of life filled with His love and grace and it will be accomplished, even though I can’t see it until it comes about it real time. 

	9. Read 2:11-13. Who knows God’s thoughts (v11) and what does this mean to us (v12)? Why (v12)? What should we do with this (v13)? 
	Only God’s Spirit knows His thoughts, just as a man’s inner spirit knows what he is thinking. Since we have received God’s Spirit we are enabled to know the things freely given to us by God. This verse says so that we “may” know, which means it is not automatic to know what God has done for us or is doing for us. This requires getting into His Word and spending time with Him and when we do our joy will be made complete. These spiritual truths are to be spoken in the words taught by the Spirit, so we use His words to teach spiritual truth. If we are to speak God’s truth which is known by the Spirit then we must do so by the Spirit of God and we must speak the words that the Spirit gives us. 

	10. According to 2:14-16 how well does the “natural” man understand God’s truth (v14), and the one who is spiritual (v15)? What are the implications of this (v15-16) and why (v16)? 
	The natural man does accept (dechomai, to take to oneself or receive what is offered) the things of the Spirit of God because he perceives them as foolish, and he cannot understand them because they are spiritually “appraised” (anakrino, meaning to judge or evaluate). It is only by the Spirit of God that we can value the things of God; the natural man is opposed to such things because it requires that him to submit to God. Our fallen nature renders us incapable, without the Spirit, to understand or receive spiritual truth. On the other hand the one who is spiritual, led by the Spirit and redeemed, is able to understand all things that the Spirit reveals. After all, we who have the Spirit have the mind of Christ. Furthermore, the judgment or appraisal of others means nothing since it is only God’s judgment that matters. Others – a reference to the groups in the Corinthian church – cannot judge us because only God can know our hearts; thus we should not judge one another. The one who is spiritual is able to see this and thus doesn’t judge his brother. As the next chapter says, though, if we are not walking by the Spirit we will judge one another and divide into like-minded groups. 

	11 Reviewing 1 Cor 1-2 what special calling do Christians have (1:1-17), and what simple message (1:18-2:5) and the spiritual revelation have we received (2:6-16)? What should this mean to us (1:10)?
	Christians are called as God’s saints, set apart to Him for His glory. We are enriched in Him and have all we need because of Him. The simple message by which we live and which we proclaim is Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. The Christian message is all about Jesus – living according to His life and dying for Him as He did for us. The truth of this, and of redemption, has been revealed by the Spirit of God to us; we couldn’t figure it out ourselves as merely natural people. This means that we have all we need through Christ and by His Spirit and that there is no need to line up behind human leaders to feel good about ourselves. We should walk in unity with each other as we all find in Christ all we need. 


