Lesson Notes - Jer 20-26 – Don’t Shoot the Messenger

The Big Idea: Proclaiming God’s message can be difficult because people are often very unresponsive to it.  
	I. The Leadership Road (20-21)
	Key Idea: When we deliver God’s message of truth we can expect to walk a road of persecution.

	1. Look at Jer 20:1-6. What happened to Jeremiah and why (v1-3)? How did God deal with this (v3b-6)? What does this teach us? 
	When Pashhur, the chief priest at that time, heard Jeremiah’s prophesies, he had him beaten and placed in stocks near the gate that led into the Temple. This would have obviously been painful and very demeaning, and when he was released the next day he informed Pashhur that his name was changed to mean “terror on every side”. In other words Pashhur would be in danger of punishment from everywhere because he had done this. He would be a terror to himself and to his friends, and he would watch as they fell by the sword to their enemies (a fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecies). Furthermore, Judah would be carried into exile and would fall by sword there in Babylon. All their wealth and families would be taken into exile and Pashhur specifically would die there. This story shows us that God will take care of us when we are persecuted, and He will vindicate us in due time – so we must remain faithful to the task to which He has called us. 

	2. In 20:7-18 How did Jeremiah feel about his persecution (v7-8, 14-18)? What did he want to do (v9) and why didn’t he (v9, 11-12, 13)? 
	Jeremiah “felt” he had been deceived by God because of his persecution and rejection, but he really hadn’t been because God told him from the beginning that this would happen to him and his message. Like Job he was in such despair over his days of trouble and shame that he wished he had never been born. He wanted to stop speaking for God, but when he tried God’s words became like a burning fire inside him and he could not hold them in. Furthermore, he knew that God was with him like a “dread champion” (a bodyguard who would take care of him), and he had called on God to see what they were doing and to take vengeance on them. This led to an attitude of confidence in God and praise to him for the certain victory He would accomplish. 

	3. From 21:1-14 what did Judah’s king request of Jeremiah (v1-2) and what was God’s answer (v3-7)? What alternatives did God propose (v8-10, 11)? 
	When Babylon, under Nebuchadnezzar’s leadership, was warring against Judah, Zedekiah sent Pashhur (son of Malchijah, different from 20:1) to Jeremiah to ask if he would pray for the Lord to enact some great deliverance in their behalf. The language indicates that Zedekiah is thinking of the amazing victories that God had accomplished for Judah that were recorded elsewhere in the Old Testament. God’s answer was just the opposite; His intention was to turn back Judah’s instruments of war and gather the Babylonians (Chaldeans) into the center of the city to strike down the inhabitants of Judah. He would do this in anger, wrath and great indignation and pestilence would be widespread. He also promised to give Zedekiah, his servants, and the people who survived in the city from the pestilence, sword and famine into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar, and he would not show any compassion, but would strike all of them down with the edge of the sword. As an alternative to death God told the people to stop fighting and instead go out with the Babylonians into exile; then they would at least have their own lives as spoils of war. God was determined, however, to destroy Jerusalem, and anyone who stayed in it would be doomed. Another alternative that God proposed through Jeremiah was for the household of the king of Judah to administer justice every morning and deliver the person who has been robbed from the power of his oppressor, so that God would not blaze out in wrath against them.  

	II. The Leadership Code (22-23)
	Key Idea: God message for leaders is that they should live by and promote a standard of justice and compassion for the helpless. 

	4. Using Jer 22:1-12 what was Judah’s king to do (v2-3) and what would happen if they did (v4)? What if they didn’t (v5-12)? 
	Judah’s king was told once again to do justice and righteousness, and to deliver the one who had been robbed from the power of his oppressor. He was also not to mistreat or do violence to the stranger, orphan or widow, and he was not to shed innocent blood in Judah. If they would follow this instruction then kings would sit on David’s throne, even their own family; but if they didn’t their house would become desolate, and their cities uninhabited. Destroyers would be set against them and people would shake their heads at the destruction that resulted from their disloyalty to God. Judah’s kings would never see the land again, but would die in captivity if they failed to return to God in obedience. 

	5. Based on 22:13-30 how were Judah’s kings acting (v13-15, 17, 21)? What would happen to them (v18-19, 22-23, 24-26, 28-30)? Apply. 
	Judah’s kings were “keeping up with the Jones’” by competing with one another and other kings to see who could build the most extravagant palaces. On top of that they built these houses with underpaid workers, failing to show righteousness and justice as they constructed their homes. This followed the pattern of their lives which were intent on dishonest gain, shedding innocent blood, and practicing oppression and extortion, and when God called them back, they refused to listen. As a result the people would not mourn for Jehoikim, Josiah’s son, when he died, but he would be given a “donkey’s burial”, being dragged off and thrown out beyond the gates of Jerusalem. All of his shepherds (leaders) would be blown away by the wind, his lovers (spiritual adultery is in view) would be taken into captivity, and he would be ashamed and humiliated because of his wickedness; this would happen as suddenly and painfully as childbirth to him. He would be pulled off of God’s finger like a signet ring and given to the king of Babylon. His son, Coniah, would be childless and no man from his line would ever again sit on David’s throne. This story reveals to us that when we pursue the wrong things, and use people instead of things, we will come to a miserable end. We will not attain that which we pursue, but will instead end up with nothing of value. 

	6. According to 23:1-8 what were Judah’s leaders doing wrong (1-2) and how would God deal with this (v3, 4, 5-6)? Who is v5 referring to? 
	Judah’s leaders were destroying and scattering the sheep of God’s pasture; by their actions they were driving them away rather than gathering them to God and His prosperity. God would deal with this by bringing them back Himself from the lands into which they had been exiled, and then cause them to be fruitful and multiply. Furthermore He would raise up good shepherds over them who would tend them and protect them, and they would no longer be afraid of them. The ultimate Shepherd, the righteous Branch (growing out of David’s family tree), would come one day to reign as a Davidic king, to act wisely, and to do justice and righteousness in the land. In His days Judah would be saved and secure. This would be none other than the Messiah, Jesus, whose name would be “the Lord our Righteousness”. 

	7. In 23:9-40 how were the prophets and priests behaving badly (v10-11, 13-14, 16-17, 22, 25-26, 30-32)? What would God do (v12, 15, 19-20) and why (v23-29)? 
	In contrast to the righteous Branch, the current leaders of Judah were evil. They were spiritual adulterers with unjust power, they prophesied by Baal and led God’s people astray, and they walked in falsehood and even encouraged others to commit evil. Furthermore, they spoke “God’s” visions out of their own imagination, even stealing God’s supposed words from other false prophets, proclaiming peace on the people when they were about to experience God’s judgment. They had not stood in God’s council, and had not turned back from their evil ways. Their actions would lead them down a slippery path to gloom and destruction by the hand of God, they would be sick on the inside all the time because they would drink wormwood (bitter poison), and God’s wrath would come down upon them. The reason He would do this is because He could see everything they were doing and would hold them accountable for their actions. Although they were trying to make the people forget His name by leading them to worship Baal, God’s word would perform its powerful work on them. It is like a fire and like a hammer that shatters a rock. No one can stand against the power of God’s word.

	III. The Leadership Load (24-26)
	Key Idea: God’s leaders bear a heavy load because they deliver God’s truth to often unresponsive and antagonistic people. 

	8. From 24:1-10 who did the good figs (v1-5) and the bad figs (v8) represent and what would happen to each (v6-7, 9-10)? What was God’s point?  
	The good figs represented all the captives who had been taken into exile, while the bad figs represented all the people of Judah who had stayed behind in the land of Israel and in Egypt. God would set His eyes on the exiles for good and promised to bring them back to the land; then He would build them up and not overthrow them, planting them and not plucking them up. He would give them a heart to know Him, they would be His people and He would be their God, and they would return to Him with their whole hearts. On the other hand, those who remained behind would have it bad because they had tried to rebel against Babylon with the surrounding nations, and some had even fled to Egypt to avoid Babylon’s rule – both in defiance of the revealed will of God. As a result by the hand of God they would become a terror and evil to all the nations of the earth, and a reproach, and legendary for their rejection by God. In every place they would be scattered they would be taunted and curse by the inhabitants. God would send upon them the sword, famine, and pestilence until they were destroyed from the land God gave their forefathers. The point was that the good figs had accepted their punishment from God and would be blessed for it, while the bad figs had continued to rebel against God’s revelation and discipline and would be utterly cast down because of it. Similarly, when we try to run from God’s discipline it only gets worse; the wise course is to accept it, learn from it, humble ourselves, and place ourselves completely in God’s hands. 

	9. Looking at 25:1-11 what had Jeremiah consistently said to Judah (v3-6) and how had they responded (v7)? What would result (v8-11)? 
	Jeremiah had consistently told Judah to turn from their evil ways and the evil of their actions so that God would let them dwell on their land forever. He had also told them to not go after other gods to serve them and worship them, and to not provoke God to anger by making idols; if they did, God would not harm them. They did not listen to god, though, and had made and obeyed idols instead. As a result God would allow Babylon to come upon them and destroy them – all society as they knew it would be gone – and they would be taken into exile in Babylon for 70 years as captives. 

	10. Scan 25:12-38. How long would the captivity last (v12) and what would happen after it was over (v12-14, 15-29)? Why (v30, 37-38)? 
	The Babylonian captivity would last 70 years, and after it was over Babylon would be punished for their treatment of God’s people, and their land would also become a desolation (this did happen when the Medo-Persian armies defeated them). This was in accordance with God’s prophecies against the nations through Jeremiah. In fact all the nations would drink of the cup of God’s wrath in that day of judgment. This didn’t fully occur after the Babylonian captivity, but will happen one day when the Lord returns. There are little glimpses of this, as every nation that has set its hand against the Jewish people have been judged already to an extent (in God’s time); but in that day they will all drink of God’s wrath when He roars against them. He has a “controversy” against the whole earth – the nations have all served themselves instead of God and they will drink of His fierce wrath because of it. 

	11. Using 26:1-6 what did God tell Jeremiah to do again (v2, 4-6) and why (v3)? What does this show us about God? 
	Jeremiah was told once again to stand in the court of the temple and to proclaim to the people that the temple would become like Shiloh, and that Jerusalem would become a curse to all the earth. He did this so that perhaps they would listen and turn from their evil ways, so that God could relent from the calamity He was planning to bring on them. Shiloh had been destroyed by the Philistines in 1104BC, so this complete destruction would happen to the temple as well. This prophecy shows again that God desires that people repent rather than becoming objects of His judgment. His patience is incredible, especially in the face of repeated warnings. 

	12. According to Jer 26:7-24 how did everyone react to Jeremiah’s message (v7-11) and how did he answer (v12-15)? What was the outcome (v16) and why (v17-23, 24)? 
	Everyone gathered together and called for a death sentence on Jeremiah simply because he spoke the truth of God (much like Jesus). Jeremiah did not back down, however; he continued to tell them to repent, proclaimed judgment from God if they didn’t, and declared that he had been sent by God. Seeing his resolve the people changed their mind and decided not to kill Jeremiah, citing the example of Micah of Moresheth who prophesied similarly in the days of Hezekiah. He was not put to death and Hezekiah turned to God in his days. This was an example to them of how a good king had reacted. On the other hand Jehoakim had put a prophet to death, and Jehoiakim was an example of a king without God’s blessing. So they decided to follow Hezekiah’s example. Behind all of this, though, was Ahikam, Jeremiah’s friend, who must have stood up for him. As he did the people must have listened because it says that God’s hand was with him. The great application here is to continue to stand up for the truth and sometimes, by the hand of God, people change their course of action against you. All leaders have to stand against the crowd at some point. 


