Haggai 1-2 Daily Study Questions
The Big Idea: If we will obediently place God’s purposes first in our lives He will give us the blessings He has promised. 
	I. Consider Your Emptiness         (1:1-11)
	Key Idea: When our efforts amount to little we should consider if we have failed to be fully obedient to God. 

	1. Read Haggai 1:1-2. Who did Haggai deliver God’s word to (v1) and what was His word (v2)? What attitude of the people did this reveal? 
	Haggai delivered God’s message to Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah (who was actually a descendant of David) and to Joshua, the high priest. His message was that the people were saying that it was not time for the temple to be rebuilt. This revealed an attitude of disinterest in God and the things of God by the people since the temple was the place He had chosen to dwell in their midst. The fact that He told the two leaders meant that they were responsible to confront this attitude of indifference and passivity. 

	2. Using 1:3-6 what were the people doing wrong (v3-4) and what were the results (v5-6)? How could we apply this today? 
	The people were living in paneled houses (not just “bare-bones” existence, but houses with the finishing touches) while the temple lay desolate, demonstrating their misplaced priorities. However, God wanted them to consider the outcome of these wrong priorities – they sowed much, but harvested little; they ate, but didn’t have enough to be satisfied; they drank wine, but didn’t have enough to even get drunk (not that He was encouraging that); they didn’t have enough clothes to put on to stay warm; and they earned wages, but they went into a purse with holes in it. In other words they were spinning their wheels, because all of their own pursuits led to no gain. This is often like us today – we are very busy trying to get ahead, but we are simply making ourselves the center rather than God. When we do this He will not allow us to truly prosper; so we need to consider our ways to discover if they are really being blessed by God or not. This doesn’t mean that everything is going to be perfect or wonderful, but it does mean we should at least consider (and ask God to show us) if we are failing to be fully obedience in a specific area. If the answer comes back, “No”, then we should just continue to be faithful. 

	3. Looking at 1:7-8 what did God tell them to do as a result of “considering their ways” (v8)? What would happen if they obeyed (v8)? 
	God told the people to go to the mountains to get wood so they could rebuild the house of God – then He would be pleased with it and would be glorified. He addresses them as the “Lord of hosts” – Lord of the armies of heaven – showing the logic of putting His house ahead of their own. Our first purpose in life must be to please God and glorify Him, and then everything else will fall in line. 

	4. From 1:9-11 list the results of the people’s disregard for God’s temple in favor of their own houses (v9, 10, 11). Why was this so bad?
	The results of their placing of the building of their houses and living in them above the Lord’s were that they looked for much, but it amounted to little. When they did bring something home, God blew it away; He had withheld the dew of the sky and the earth had failed to yield its produce. God called for a drought on the land, moun-tains, grain, new wine, oil, and the produce of the ground, as well as on the men, cattle and labor of their hands. It makes no sense to put ourselves ahead of God since He is the One who gives us blessing anyway. If we will “seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, all these things will be added to us.” (Matt 6:33)

	II. Construction and Encouragement (1:12-2:9)
	Key Idea: When we step out in faith and obedience God will encourage us for His work. 

	5. Using 1:12-15 what were the two responses of God’s people to Him (v12) and what did God tell them (v13)? What did He then do for them (v14-15)? 
	When the remnant of Judah who had returned from the exile heard the word of the Lord they first obeyed Him, and they also showed reverence for Him. God then told them that He was with them, and then stirred up the spirits of Zerubbabel, Joshua, and of all the remnant of the people, which led them to come and work on the house of the Lord of hosts, their God. This shows how God works – He calls us to action, we obey, and then He stirs us up to accomplish the task. We often wait for Him to stir us up before we take the step of obedience, but He wants us to take that faith-step first – then He promises to energize us for the task. 

	6.  In 2:1-4 how were the people feeling about this temple (v1-3)? What did God tell them to do and why (v4)? 
	To those who had seen the temple before it was destroyed the rebuilt temple seemed like nothing in comparison. This might have made these people question the value of this new temple and want to quit. However, God told them to take courage and to work for He was with them. They might have wondered if such a great God would want to inhabit such an inglorious temple, but He reassured them that He was with them and intended to occupy this temple as well. 

	7. Read 2:5-9. What were the promises God used to encourage the people (v5, 6, 7, 8-9)? Why will all nations come to the temple in the last days (v7, 9)? 
	God had promised Moses that He would go with His people in the wilderness and that He would give them rest (Ex 33:14), and so God reaffirmed that this promise had never been revoked – He was still abiding in their midst. He also promised that He would once again shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land, just as He had in the time of the exodus from Egypt. Furthermore, He would shake all the nations so that they would come with their wealth to Jerusalem. He promised to fill the house (temple) with His glory, referring probably to the fact that they wealth of the nations would be brought to it. This would explain the connection to the verse 8 that says that “the silver and the gold is Mine”. Finally, He promised that the glory of this final temple would be greater than the glory of Solomon’s (the former) temple and that He would give peace in this place. All the nations will come to this house because of its glory, which is the glory of the Lord. 

	III. Change Your Expectations (2:10-23)
	Key Idea: We can expect God to bless us when we obey His will.

	8. From 2:10-14 what were the two questions (v10-12, 13) and the two answers (v12, 13)? What do you think His point was (v14)? 
	The first question was if holy meat was carried in a garment and touched other food, would it make the other food holy. The priests answered and said, “No”; one thing cannot be made holy by another thing – only God can make something holy. The second question, though, was that if something touched something unclean, would it become unclean. The answer was yes – something unclean can make something else unclean. This was a picture of the nation of Israel before God (and of our “righteousness”) – holy people in the nation couldn’t make the rest of the nation clean, but unholy people in the nation made the whole nation unclean, thus subject to God’s discipline. (Similarly, in our lives, no amount of good works will atone for evil; any sin in us makes us sinful. The only way we become righteous is through Jesus Christ because He forgave our sins and paid for them.) The point for the nation Israel is that although there were righteous people in the nation (the remnant) the unrighteous in their midst brought the discipline of God upon the whole nation. 

	9. Looking at 2:15-19 what had conditions been like before the rebuilding project started again (v15-16, 17, 18-19)? What did God now promise (v19b)? 
	The basic form of God’s discipline before the rebuilding project began was a lack of fruitfulness – 20 measures of grain amounted to only 10, every agricultural work encountered mildew, blasting wind, and hail; the seed was still in the barn and had not been planted and born fruit. However, now that they had turned back to the Lord and begun to rebuild the temple He promised to bless them from that day forward. 

	10. According to 2:20-23 what did God promise Zerubbabel, who was of the line of David (v21-22, 23)? What had God chosen Zerubbabel to be (v23) and what would he signify?
	In Haggai’s final message God promised again that He would shake the heavens and the earth, overthrowing kingdoms and their armies. In that day He would take Zerubbabel (his descendant, the Messiah) and make Him like a signet ring – a sign that he belongs to God – because He had chosen him (his descendant). This all refers to the last days when the Lord returns and defeats the armies of the earth and Armageddon and establishes His millennial reign. 

	11. Summarize the practical message of Haggai for us today and the promises it holds for the future. 
	The practical message of Haggai is that we must look at our lack of fruitfulness to determine if there is an area of obedience that we have been called to complete that we are failing to fulfill. The promise of the book is that if we will place God’s purposes first in our life we will be fruitful; God’s blessings (not our selfish wants, but our desires that line up with His) will endure in our lives. These may not come in the form of material prosperity always, but they will always be His blessings and that is more than enough. 


