Deuteronomy 5-8 Daily Study Questions – The Secret
The Big Idea: The secret of true success is to faithfully follow God’s principles in all we do and rely on Him. 
	I. Remember God’s Precepts (5)
	Key Idea: We must remember and observe God’s precepts if we are to be successful in our walk with Him. 

	1. Look at Deuteronomy 5:1-21. What did Moses say and why (v1)? List the parties of the covenant (v2-6) and its provisions (v6-7, 8-10, 11, 12-15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21). What relationships did it protect?
	Moses summoned all Israel together to convey to them all the statutes and ordinances of the Lord – so that they would learn them and observe them carefully. There is not point in simply taking in the Word unless we are going to specifically apply its principles to our lives. The parties of this covenant were “the LORD (Yahweh) our God” and “all Israel” which was the new generation, not the old generation. However, the new generation, although very young, had experienced the Lord’s speaking to them face to face at “the mountain” (Horeb in the Sinai mountain range) from the midst of the fire. As is seen later the fire enveloped this mountain and the Lord thundered as He spoke the law to Moses. The provisions, in general, were to 1) have no other gods before Yahweh; 2) to make no idols of the likeness of any of God’s creation; 3) to not take the Lord’s name in vain; 4) to observe the sabbath day to keep it holy; 5) to honor one’s father and mother; 6) to not murder; 7) to not commit adultery; 8) to not steal; 9) to not bear false witness; and 10) to not covet anything that another possessed. This protected a person’s relationship with God in the first 3 commands, a person’s relationship with themselves and with God in the fourth (observe the sabbath to remember God and receive needed rest), and one’s relationship with other human beings in the last six commands. Of course all of them protected all three relationships because living by these standards would accomplish the best for God, self and others. These commands were simply a review of the first time they were given, but they laid down the stipulations for the covenant that God was making with His people as they entered the land of Canaan. God is not arbitrary; He always lets us know what He expects. 

	2. According to 5:22-33 how was the covenant given to Israel (v22), what did the people ask (v27), and why (v23-26)? How did God respond to them (v28, 29-30, 32-33) and Moses (v31)? Apply. 
	The covenant was given to Israel on the mountain in the midst of the fire, the cloud and a “thick gloom” – with a great voice. In essence these were the ten words that God boomed out over His people. It was very ominous, so much so that the people were afraid of Him. They approached Moses saying that God had shown them His glory and greatness and that they had heard His voice from the midst of the fire – and yet they lived. But they were afraid that this wouldn’t continue so they asked Moses if he would be their mediator to hear all that God said and to convey it to them. They promised that they would do everything He said if Moses would intercede. The Lord responded favorably to this, and longed for them to always have such a humble heart to obey Him. If they did it would be well for them and their sons forever. He then told Moses to tell them to return to their tents and He would speak to Moses, who would in turn teach all His commandments to them. He exhorted them to do all of His commands, not turning aside in either direction, so that they would live and prosper and prolong their days in the land of Canaan that God was giving them. This shows us that a key element of obedience is respect for God. Unless we accept His power and understand the privilege we have to serve such an awesome God we will always struggle in following His Word. However, if we are impressed with His glory and greatness we will want to do His will. That is why worship is such a crucial element in preparing us to serve God. 

	II. Respect God’s Power (6)
	Key Idea: The logical response to God’s greatness is reverent obedience, which leads to God’s blessing. 

	3. Using 6:1-9 what was the point of the covenant (v1, 2) and its result (v3)? What is the essence of the covenant (v4-5) and how was it to be treated (v7, 8, 9)? 
	The point of the covenant was doing/obeying/applying God’s commandments, statutes and judgments. They were to fear the Lord and keep all His commands, and make sure that they communicated the importance of this to their children for their preservation in the land. It would then be well with them and they would multiply greatly in this prosperous land. The essence of this covenant is first that God is one – He is not multiple gods, but one true God – who is to be loved with all their heart, soul and might. In other words they are to love God from the center of their being (heart), with their mind, will and emotions (soul), and they are to live out this love in all they do (might). This covenant was to be on their heart (central to all they thought about), was to be taught diligently (purposefully) to their children formally, and informally – when they sat down, when they got up, when they lay down, and when they walked about. They were to be on their minds (the frontals of their foreheads), in their actions (on their hands), and when they came and went (on their doorposts). The Jews took these literally, but the basic idea is that they were to constantly be thinking about, talking about, and doing these commands – and making sure that the next generation was “getting it”.  

	4. From Deut 6:10-19 describe the blessings of  the Promised Land (v10-11) and the dangers (v12). What were they to do (v13, 17-19) and not do (v14, 16)? Why (v15)? 
	When the people got into the Promised Land they would inherit great blessings – great and splendid cities that they did not build, houses full of good things that they did not fill, cisterns that they had not dug, vineyards and olive trees that they did not plant – and they would eat and be satisfied. This was wonderful, but also dangerous, because they might take it for granted and forget the Lord who had bought them out of Egyptian slavery and given all of that to them. They were to fear the Lord their God and worship Him, swearing only by His Name. They were not to follow the other gods of the people around them because their God was jealous and His anger would be kindled against them if they did this. He would wipe them off the face of the earth if they did this, so they were not to put Him to the test by grumbling as they did at Massah. Rather, they were to diligently keep His commandments, testimonies and statutes, and do what was right in His sight. Then it would be well with them and they would possess the land God had promised, driving all their enemies out. 

	5. In 6:20-25 what question would be asked in due time (v20) and how was it to be answered (v21-23)? What was the application (v24-25)? What does this teach us? 
	As their children observed them carrying out God’s commands in due time they would ask the meaning of all of them, and why they carried them out. The parents were to explain that they had been slaves in Egypt but that God had brought them out with a mighty hand. He had shown great and distressing signs and wonders before their very eyes in Egypt, and brought them out of Egypt to bring them into the land that had been promised to their fathers. Their part of this promise, or covenant, was to observe all of the statutes and fear the Lord always – for their good and for their survival. If they did it would be righteousness (the right thing in God’s eyes), and thus would be good for them. This teaches us that we are to consistently live out God’s commands so that it will be well with us, and also that our behavior will provide an opportunity to teach others as they ask why we act the way we do. Kids learn from their parents when they live out their values, good or bad. They may rebel, but they still learn what is important as they watch.  

	III. Rely on God’s Promises (7-8)
	Key Idea: God will bless us if we humbly rely on Him and live by His promises. 

	6. Using 7:1-11 how was Israel to deal with their enemies (v1-2, 3-4, 5) and God (v11)? Why was this a reasonable response (v6, 7-8, 9-11)? 
	Israel was to clear out the nations before them, seven nations stronger and greater than them, by defeating and utterly destroying them in God’s strength. They were to make no covenant with them, show them no favor, and were not to intermarry with them because their sons would be turned away to follow other gods if they did; this would cause the anger of the Lord to be kindled against them. Instead they were to tear down the altars of the false gods, smash their sacred pillars, cut down their Asherim (groves of trees where they worshiped false gods), and burn their engraved idols. This was a reasonable response because they were holy (set apart) to God. He had chosen them as His own possession out of all the people of the earth, not because they were a great (populous) nation, but simply because of the Lord’s love for them. He had made a promise to their forefathers and had delivered them from Egypt, and He was a faithful God. He is a God who keeps His covenant and lovingkind-ness (loyalty) to a thousandth generation of those who love Him and keep His commandments. But He also repays those who hate Him to their faces and destroys them without delay. Thus, they were to keep His commandments, statutes, and judgments. 

	7. Read 7:12-15. What would result from faithfulness to God (v12, 13, 14, 15)? How does this apply to New Testament believers? 
	If Israel faithfully kept God’s commands then He would keep His covenant and love that He had sworn to their ancestors. He would love them, bless them, and multiply them, blessing their offspring and harvest. Their grain, new wine, oil, flocks and herds would increase in the land of promise. They would be blessed above all nations and none of their livestock would be barren. All of the sick would be removed and none of the harmful diseases of Egypt would come upon them. Rather, He would lay them on all who would harm them. They would consume all those whom the Lord would deliver to them and they were to show them no pity and not serve their gods. If they failed to do this their gods would be a snare to them. These were physical promises to Israel because they were a visible representation of God’s treatment of His people in that age. Today, God blesses us spiritually even though we may suffer physically; Jesus, Paul, the apostles and New Testament “rank and file” believers are all examples of this. We will prosper and be blessed spiritually – but this may come in the midst of suffering. 

	8. From 7:16-26 how was Israel deal with their enemies (v16, 17-18, 21, 25-26) and why (v18-19, 20, 21)? How would they defeat them (v22, 23-24)? 
	Israel was not to be afraid of other nations simply because they appeared to be great. They were to remember what God had done to Egypt and know that God would do this to the nations of Canaan. Not only that He would send hornets ahead of them to drive out these nations. So, they were not to dread them because the Lord was in their midst and He was a great and awesome God Himself. He would permit them to drive out these nations little by little, otherwise the wild beasts would become too numerous. God would deliver them before Israel, throwing them into confusion, and would defeat their kings, obliterating their name from under heaven. When this happened they were to burn up their gods, not coveting the gold or silver that was on them. They were to bring nothing related to these idols into their houses so that it would not become a snare to them.  

	9. Based on 8:1-10 describe how God had worked with Israel in the wilderness (v2-5) and how they were to respond (v1, 6, 10). Why (v7-9)? 
	God had led Israel in the wilderness in such a way that they would become humble, completely relying on God for everything. He let them be hungry so that they would know that He was sufficient for their needs when He gave them manna. He was disciplining them as a father does his son, teaching them to live in completely trust Him. They were to respond with obedience in the land, keeping His commands, walking in His ways and fearing Him. Then, when they had eaten and were satisfied they would be able to bless the Lord for the good land He had given to them – a land that was given to them that had everything that they needed. 

	10. In 8:11-20 what was Israel to guard against (v11) and why (v12-14)? What were they to remember (v14, 15, 16, 18) and why (v17, 19-20)? 
	Israel was to guard against forgetting the Lord and not keeping His commands because they were satisfied. They could easily become proud because God had blessed them so, and start believing it was because of their power and strength that they had arrived at their station in life. Rather, they were to remember that God had delivered them from Egypt, led them through the great and terrible wilderness with its scorpions, poisonous serpents, and arid conditions. In fact He had brought water out of rock for them. He had given them manna as a test of their obedience and humility that He might bless them in the end. They were to remember from these experiences that it is the Lord God who gives us the power to make wealth so that He can confirm His covenant with His people. If they were to forget the Lord by worshiping false gods He would cause them to perish from the land just like the nations before them. 

	11. Review Deut 5-8. What was Israel to do, what were they to remember, and what were they to be on guard against? What would this insure and how can you apply this to your life?
	In short Israel was to remember the Lord’s mighty works in their behalf and keep all His commands. They were not to follow false gods or intermingle with the nations, but rather they were to utterly destroy them. They were to be on guard against taking credit for God’s blessings on them and to remain humbly dependent on Him. If they did this they would live long and be prosperous in the land God had given them. They had been chosen because of God’s grace, and not their greatness. Similarly, if we will continue to trust God without becoming proud, keep His Word, and refuse to tolerate the enemy in our lives we will experience God’s blessings and bring glory to Him. 


