Matthew 26; Luke 22; John 13 - Daily Study Questions – The Plot Thickens

The Big Idea: Although things may outwardly go against us, we must not recognize that we are part of the bigger plan of glorifying God and serving one another.  
	I. The Plan for Jesus’ Murder (Matt 26:1-5; Luke 22:3-16)
	Key Idea: God directed both the positive and negative aspects of the plan for Jesus’ death. 

	1. Read Matt 26:1-5. What did Jesus tell His disciples (v1-2)? What was also occurring (v3) and what dilemma did the leaders face (v4-5)? How would you compare Jesus’ attitude with that of the leaders? 
	Two days before Passover Jesus told His disciples that He, the Son of Man, would be delivered up for crucifixion. He had been telling them that it was coming, but now it was finally here. Simultaneously, the Jewish leaders were in a quandary about how to seize Jesus by stealth so that a riot wouldn’t occur among the people due to Jesus’ popularity. In comparing the attitudes of Jesus and the leaders, Jesus was completely transparent in presenting to His disciples what was going to happen, while the leaders had to operate by stealth since their actions were evil. Also, Jesus was completely in charge, knowing what was about to happen, while the leaders were uncertain since they had no plan yet to seize Jesus. Those who follow God walk securely in the light because their actions have the approval of God. 

	2. Using Luke 22:3-16 how was the leaders’ problem solved (v3-6)? What other preparation was made before Jesus’ death (v7-8) and why (v14-16)? How was it done (v9-13) and what did this show? 
	Luke tells us that Satan entered into Judas Iscariot so that he went away from them and discussed the betrayal of Jesus with the chief priests and officers. Because Judas was not a believer and was appointed as the designated betrayer, Satan had been allowed to enter him. Since Judas knew the patterns of Jesus and the places where He would withdraw with the disciples he was in a perfect position to facilitate their plan to seize Jesus. They paid him a sum of money (thirty pieces of silver) to set up a way for this to occur and were glad that this had happened. The evil preparation had thus been made but Jesus also had some things to do that would prepare the disciples for His departure. The first of these was to eat the Passover meal with them, for He earnestly desired to eat this with them before He suffered; He knew that He wouldn’t be able to do this again until the Passover was fulfilled in the kingdom of God. With this in mind He instructed Peter and John to go and prepare the Passover for all of them. This meant to first secure a place, so Jesus told them to go into the city where they would meet a man carrying a pitcher. They were to follow him into the house he entered and then say to the owner of the house that the Teacher says to him “Where is the guest room in which I may eat the Passover with my disciples?” The man would then show them a large, furnished upper room in which they were to prepare Passover. Everything happened just as Jesus had said so they prepared the Passover as He had instructed. This shows that Jesus had divine knowledge because He could not have arranged such a coincidence – men did not just walk around carrying pitchers of water going to a suitable house where a follower of Jesus lived.  He must have done this as another memory for the disciples to reflect upon. 

	II. The Point of Jesus’ Humiliation (Luke 22:17-30; John 13:1-17)
	Key Idea: Jesus came to serve His followers and to sacrifice His life so that we might have life with Him and serve others, too. 

	3. Based on Luke 22:17-20 what were the elements and meaning of the Lord’s supper (v19, 20)? What did Jesus tell them regarding the cup of thanksgiving (v17-18) and why do you think He did? 
	The “elements” of the Lord’s supper were the same as those of the Passover, but were invested with their meaning as fulfilled in Jesus. The first of these was the bread (v19) – unleavened – which represented the physical body of Jesus that was given for them. He was the Lamb of God that whose life was sacrificed so that they could live. The first cup in 22:17 was the cup of thanksgiving in the Passover, but this was not the one Jesus employed to memorialize. The cup (v20) which He chose was the third of the Passover cups, the cup of blessing. It represented His blood, which was the blood of the New Covenant (Jer 31:27-34) that was poured out for them. One aspect of the New Covenant was that all who were in it were forgiven; thus, the blood of Jesus, the Lamb of God, paid for their sins and allowed them to fully participate in the blessings of the New Covenant. This may be the reason that Jesus chose the cup of blessing as the one He would invest with this meaning. Before He shared the cup of thanksgiving He informed them that He had earnestly (literally, “with desire” I have desired, making this intensive) desired to eat this Passover (the last) with them before He suffered because He would never again eat it with them until it was fulfilled in the kingdom of God. This shows how important it was to Him to partake of this meal with them, especially since it represented both fellowship with God and fellowship with them. In the same way today the Lord’s supper commemorates the securing of our access to fellowship with God through the blood of Christ and it strengthens our fellowship with each other because of our mutual fellowship with the Father. 

	4. From Luke 22:21-30 what did Jesus reveal (v21-22)? How did the disciples react (v23) and what other topic arose (v24)? What was Jesus’ correction (v25-27) and promise (v28-30)?
	Jesus revealed that His betrayer was sitting there at the table with them but that He was not going to delivered up because of this betrayer; He would be delivered up because of the predetermined will of God. However, the betrayer had woe upon him because of his personal decision to betray Jesus. Thus, even though Judas was the predetermined betrayer of Jesus, he still was personally responsible for his choice. Jesus’ revelation caused the other disciples to talk among themselves about who might be the one, but they quickly moved to their favorite topic – which one of them was the greatest. It then became more than a discussion; it became a dispute. Jesus corrected their thinking by telling them that they were thinking like worldly Gentiles, who lorded it over those under their authority and assumed titles (Benefactors) that made them seem like great champions of the people. Both were designed to elevate the one in authority, either by behavior or title. Jesus told them that it was different for His followers; the one who would be greatest would need to become least and be a servant to the others. Jesus Himself was among them as One who serves and He viewed them as His friends. Just as He would one day receive a kingdom after He had served them, so the disciples would one day receive their place at His table in the kingdom and judge the tribes of Israel. But for now, it was time to serve. 

	5. Read John 13:1-5. What did Jesus do (v4-5) and why (v1)? What awareness enabled Jesus to humble Himself like this (v1, 2-3)? Explain the connection. 
	During the Passover meal Jesus arose, laid aside His clothes, took a towel which He tied around His waist, filled a basin, and began to wash the disciples feet, wiping them with the towel around His waist. He did this because He knew His hour of departure from this world had come and just as He had loved His disciples He wanted to show His love for them until the very end. Not only did He know His hour had come, but He also knew that the Father had given all things into His hands, that He had come forth from God, and that He was going back to God. In other words He was fully aware that His glory would continue in heaven, but He wanted His glory to continue on earth through His disciples – so He needed to teach them some things, one of which was an object lesson in humility, or true greatness. 

	6. Looking at John 13:6-17 what was Peter’s objection (v6-8) and Jesus’ answer (v7, 8, 10)? What did He mean (v8, 10, 11)? What was He teaching them (v12-17)? Apply. 
	When Jesus got to Simon Peter he resisted saying, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” When Jesus told him that he didn’t understand what He was doing at that time but he would later, Peter replied that Jesus would never wash his feet. Jesus, however, told him that if He didn’t wash his feet that he had no part with Him. At this Peter replied that Jesus should wash not only his feet, but his hands and his head as well. He didn’t understand what Jesus was doing, so Jesus patiently replied that the one who has bathed only needs to wash his feet but is completely clean in essence. He was using this as a metaphor for being clean in the sight of God, because He then told them that they were clean, except for one (Judas). Jesus was teaching them that they were clean because of their relationship with Him, but they would go through daily life and get some dirt on them as they walked; these daily sins needed to be confessed to enjoy fellowship with God. He went on to explain His object lesson to them, that as their Teacher, if He had washed their feet, serving them, they ought to wash each others’ feet, serving one another. If they did what their Master, the One who had sent them, exemplified, they would be blessed. We, too, must remember that when we serve others we are most like Jesus, the greatest Servant of all. 

	III. The Proof of Jesus’ Followers (John 13:18-35; Luke 22:31-38)
	Key Idea: Jesus’ followers will demonstrate to the world that they are His disciples by their love for each other. 

	7. Using John 13:18-30 what did Jesus share (v18, 21) and why (v19-20)? How did this affect Him (v21)? What did the disciples wonder (v22, 23), who found out (v23-26), and how (v27-30)?
	Jesus shared with His disciples that He knew which one would betray Him, and that it would be one who had eaten bread with Him, as a fulfillment of Ps 41:9. He told His disciples about this in advance so that would believe that He was truly “I Am”, or God. He also wanted to encourage them that they represented Him, and ultimately God who had sent Him, so they couldn’t engage in any evil without it reflecting poorly on Him. Conversely, if they were rejected for His sake, it was He who was being rejected, not them. Even as He taught them these things He was troubled by Judas’ impending betrayal, although the disciples had no clue of the identity of the betrayer. So, the disciple whom Jesus loved (probably John since he is unnamed in the book) leaned back against Him and Peter gestured for him to find out from Jesus who the betrayer was. Jesus answered that the one to whom He gave the morsel after it was dipped, as a middle eastern host would do for a friend at the table, would be the one. This suggests that Judas was sitting close to Jesus, in a place of honor, and that Jesus’ act was one last overture of love to Him. Once He handed the dipped morsel to Judas Satan entered into him and Jesus told him to carry out his evil assignment quickly. No one at the table knew to what He was referring, thinking that He probably was directing him to take some money from the box to buy things for the feast or to give to the poor. Once Judas received the morsel he obeyed immediately; John then adds that it was “night”. This was true, but it meant symbolically that spiritual darkness had enveloped the world. 

	8. From John 13:31-35 what did Judas’ departure signify (v31-32)? What new commandment did Jesus give (v34) and why (v33)? What would obedience to this command lead to (v35)? 
	Judas’ departure signified that the Son of Man was now glorified, and God with Him. Furthermore, if God was glorified in Him, then He (the Son of Man) would be glorified in God immediately. Jesus was about to depart from them and they would not be able to follow Him, meaning He was going to heaven. In light of that His marching orders, His new commandment, to them was that they would love one another even as He had loved them. When they obeyed this command to love another then all men would know that they were His disciples. Thus, one of the greatest witnesses to the world that we can have is to express Christ-like love to each other. 

	9. In Luke 22:31-34 what did Jesus reveal to Simon (v31, 32) and how did he react (v33)? What was Jesus’ answer (v34)? What can we learn from this?
	Jesus revealed to Simon Peter that Satan had “demanded” (“to ask out”, or “to obtain by asking”) that he be able to sift him like wheat. This shows us that Satan can only touch God’s saints by permission from God, as with Job; his power is not absolute, but under God’s authority. He also told Peter that his faith would not fail but that when he was turned again he was to strengthen his brothers. When Peter heard this he declared that he was ready to go both to prison and to death with Jesus, but He told him that he would deny Him three times that very night. This story shows that no matter how loyal we think we are, it is only by God’s power that we can overcome the onslaught of Satan. He is constantly seeking to use us to damage Jesus, but he will never succeed; we must, however, always be on the alert for his powerful deception. It also teaches us that we must minister to one another once we are restored by Jesus. 

	10. Using Luke 22:35-38 what new instruction did Jesus give His disciples (v35-36) and why (v37)? What was their answer and Jesus’ reply (v38) and what do both reveal?
	Although earlier Jesus had told His disciples to take no purse, bag or sandals, even though they had been taken care of, He now told them to take a purse, bag and sword. The times were changing; while the opportunity to expand the gospel had been present, so now there only violence to it could be expected. It will be this way in the last days before Jesus returns; a time will come when sharing the gospel will no longer be effective, and the judgment of God is all that awaits the unbeliever. We must be wise as serpents and harmless as dove. They really didn’t understand, though; they thought that He meant for them to now protect themselves with military might, telling Him that there were two swords there. He was actually letting them know that things were going to change because judgment was now coming.  

	11. Review this week’s study. How would the Jewish leaders and Jesus’ disciples treat Him as He neared His death? How did He respond to that and how can we follow His example? 
	The Jewish leaders would cause Jesus to physically suffer and His disciples would disregard His agony out of concern for their own selfish interests. He responded to this by continuing to love them and teach them to the very end. His eye was on the glory of His Father and the growth of the kingdom, rather than on Himself. Like Jesus we must not let the difficulties of this life keep us from staying focused on His glory and His mission. 


