Ruth 3-4 - Daily Study Questions – The Back Story

The Big Idea: Redemption, which occurs because of the faithfulness of those who unselfishly care about others, has a huge impact on future generations.  
	I. The Basis of Redemption  (Ruth 3)
	Key Idea: Redemption is based on the faithfulness of one who has the ability to buy back those who cannot redeem themselves. 

	1. Read Ruth 3:1-5. What did Naomi want for Ruth (v1) and what did she tell her (v2)? How did she instruct her to do (v3-4) and what did she expect (v4)? What was Ruth’s response (v5)? 
	Naomi wanted Ruth to have a secure future because without a husband she was very vulnerable, both economically, as well as socially. Since she knew that Boaz was their kinsman, she expected him to respond in an honorable way to remedy this situation if they took the right approach. So, she told Ruth to go to the threshing floor after cleaning up, anointing herself (like putting on perfume since most of the oil was scented), and putting on some nice clothes. Boaz would lie down there for the night, but she was not to make herself known to him until after he went to sleep on a full stomach. She was then to lie down at that place after she had uncovered his feet, which apparently was an ancient Near Eastern marriage custom tantamount to a marriage proposal. Ruth told Naomi that she would do all that she had told her. Her submissive spirit and faith was outstanding. 

	2. In 3:6-10 what did Ruth do (v6-7) and when (v7)? What occurred (v8)? What did Boaz say and how did Ruth answer him (v9)? What was Boaz’ assessment of Ruth’s actions (v10)? 
	Ruth did all that Naomi had commanded her; she waited until Boaz had eaten and gotten drunk, was in good spirits, and had lain down before she uncovered his feet and laid down. In the middle of the night he awoke startled because he saw her at his feet. He asked who she was, and when Ruth told him who she was and for him to spread her covering over her because he was a close relative, he blessed her. He told her that her last kindness (the word, “hesed”, or covenant loyalty) – essentially proposing to him since he was Naomi’s and her kinsman-redeemer (go’el) – was better than her first, presumably referring to her initial loyalty to Naomi. She had not gone after young man, whether poor or rich, but instead had turned to the kinsman-redeemer so the family name and inheritance could be retained. This was indeed covenant loyalty and kindness – she had been loyal not only to Naomi, but also to the Mosaic covenant that provided for the right of redemption by the kinsman-redeemer. 

	3. From 3:11-14 what did Boaz promise Ruth and why (v11)? What did this specifically mean (v13), but what was the problem (v12-13)? What else did he want to insure regarding Ruth (v14)? 
	Boaz agreed to Ruth’s proposal because everyone knew that she was a woman of excellence (the same word is used in Prov 12:4 and Prov 31:10 for “an excellent woman”), and not just some Moabite woman trying to grab for what she could get. He then acknowledged that he was a close relative, but that there was a one closer than him. He told her to wait until morning so that he could talk to this one about redeeming her and Naomi. He would be forced to make a decision as provided in the Mosaic law; if he chose to obey then it would be well, but if not then Boaz promised to redeem them. Either way they would be redeemed “as the Lord lives”; thus giving this pledge with a sacred oath. Finally, Boaz demonstrated his honor by telling Ruth to rise before daybreak so that no one would know that she had come to the threshing floor. He wanted to protect the honor of both of them. 

	4. In Ruth 3:15-18 what did Boaz do next (v15)? When Ruth told Naomi about his actions (v16-17) what did she take it to mean (v18)? How would you describe his character?
	Boaz then told her to give her cloak to him so that he could fill it with barley, which amounted to six measures (probably sixty to eighty pounds). She then went to Bethlehem and when Naomi asked how everything had gone, she told her all that Boaz had done for her. She then showed her the barley that Boaz had given with the statement that she was not to go to her mother-in-law empty handed. This meant to Naomi that Boaz would fulfill his responsibility as the kinsman-redeemer; he would not let the matter rest until they had their redeemer – whether it was the other man or himself. Boaz was a man of integrity and faithfulness, both to God and to man. He was also willing to take the lead to resolve the situation; he was not passive. 

	II. The Battle for Redemption (Ruth 4:1-10)
	Key Idea: Only one who truly cares is willing to battle for the redemption/freedom of another. 

	5. According to 4:1-4 what did Boaz immediately do (v1, 2)? What did he explain to Naomi’s closest relative (v3-4) and what was his answer (v4)? Why was redemption of land important (see Lev 25:23-25)? 
	That morning Boaz went to the city gate and stopped the close relative who was passing by. He told him to sit down there with the elders so he could tell him about Naomi’s situation (about which he should have already known since he was the nearest relative). Naomi had to sell her piece of land because she was destitute, but Boaz told the nearest relative that he needed to redeem it to keep it in the family (Lev 25:25-28). This was a Mosaic law based on the principle that God had given them the land as a permanent possession and that they were not to acquire real estate from each other. Rather, they were to protect everyone’s divinely given possession. The near relative agreed to do this once Boaz had presented it to him. 

	6. Using 4:5-6 what else did Boaz disclose to the relative (v5) and why was this important (see Deut 25:5-6) how did he react to that (v6)? Why? What did this then allow Boaz to do (v6)? 
	Boaz then told the near-relative that he would also have to assume the other responsibility of the kinsman-redeemer, that of levirate marriage. He would have to marry Ruth to raise up the name of her deceased husband. This would also allow the land to remain in the original owner’s hands through their descendants. For this reason, though, the nearest relative did not want to marry Ruth since it might jeopardize his children’s rights to his land. He thus relinquished his responsibility to retain clear title to his own inheritance, essentially a very selfish and uncaring action. This allowed Boaz the “green light” to purchase the land and acquire Ruth for himself. 

	7. From 4:7-10 explain the custom referred to (v7-8) and, using Deut 25:7-10, what it really said about the closest relative who would not redeem Ruth. What did Boaz then do (v9-10) and what does this say about him?  
	With the “deal” negotiated the man removed his sandal and gave it to Boaz. This possibly symbolized their right to walk on the property as their possession; removing the sandal meant it was no longer theirs to do with as they pleased. This settlement showed that the nearest relative didn’t really care whether Elimelech’s name or land was retained by his family. When this is compared to how distraught Israel was when Benjamin was about to vanish as a tribe, it shows how disloyal this relative was to his family and to the covenant of the Lord. Boaz, though, was committed to the Lord and His covenant. He publically declared that he had bought all that belonged to Elimelech, and his sons, Chilion and Mahlon, Ruth’s deceased husband.  He had also acquired Ruth, the Moabitess (possibly showing that he was not ashamed of her as the nearer relative might have been) so the name of the deceased would not be cut off (“be killed” is typically what “cut off” means). Thus, he would raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance, as opposed to merely assimilating it into his own. He was a man of selflessness and high character. 

	III. The Blessings of Redemption (Ruth 4:11-22)
	Key Idea: Redemption leads to the restoration of life and provides a hope and a future. 

	8. Based on 4:11-12 how did the elders respond (11-12)? What 2 examples of blessing did they use (v11, 12) and why was the second especially relevant (v12—see Gen 38).
	The elders affirmed that they were witnesses of this momentous redemption and then prayed that “the woman”, Ruth, would be like Rachel and Leah who were together used to build the house of Israel. They also prayed that Boaz would achieve wealth in Ephrathah and fame in Bethlehem. Furthermore, they prayed that his house would be like that of Perez, who was born to Judah through Tamar. This was a good parallel since Tamar had been a foreign woman who had become a mother in Israel by virtue of intermarriage. She had had to seduce Judah, her father-in-law, to have a child, because he refused to give her brother-in-law to her to raise up the name of her deceased husband (Gen 38:26). The child that was born through whom the godly line was perpetuated was named Perez, even though his twin brother, Zerah, stuck his hand out first. Thus, Perez was blessed as the first born by God’s grace even though he actually was born second. 

	9. Read 4:13-15. What did God do for Ruth (v13) and for Naomi (v14)? What blessing did the women give her (v15)? What spiritual principles can you glean from Naomi’s life? 
	The Lord answered all the blessings for which the elders prayed by first allowing Ruth to conceive, although she had been unable to get pregnant for ten years with Mahlon. God was then praised for what He had done for Naomi, having reversed her situation and restored her. He had given her a redeemer (the child born to Ruth and Boaz) whom her friends prayed would become famous in Israel, would restore her life, and sustain her in her old age. Finally, it was declared that He had blessed her by giving her Ruth; by giving birth to this one she had proven to be better to her than seven sons (the number of perfection). Naomi’s life shows us that even though things may go very badly for a while, God has not stopped working in our behalf. Also, He gives us resources that we may not realize so we must simply trust Him and praise Him. Our lives are never over until He says they’re over. 

	10. According to 4:16-22 who was the child in relation to Naomi (v16-17)? Who was he in relation to King David (v18-20)? Why would this be significant to Israel? 
	The child was like Naomi’s son – he had taken the place of Mahlon – and she became his nurse (this word is never used of “wet-nursing”, but of being a nanny). The child was named Obed, “one who serves”, but the meaning of his name is not given. His identity is not significant, except as it pertains to the genealogy of King David. This genealogy begins with Perez, rather than Judah, probably because of the connection with Levirate marriage. Israel would have had extreme interest in the genealogy of their great king, David, which probably is one of the chief reasons that the book of Ruth is included in the Bible, although it contains many important lessons. 

	11 Summarize the story of redemption in Ruth 3-4—the basis of redemption (3), the battle for it (4:1-10), and the blessings of it (4:11-22). Compare this to what Jesus did for us. 
	The basis for redemption is the faithfulness of one who has the ability to redeem one who is hopelessly consigned to a life at the mercy of another (or of the tides of life itself). In this case Boaz had the means and the willingness to fulfill his divinely mandated responsibility to redeem Naomi and Ruth from oblivion. He is a picture of what Christ did for us; we were hopelessly lost and enslaved to sin when He came to earth and bought us back because of His faithfulness to the covenant of redemption made in the Trinity in eternity past. To carry out this redemption He had to confront one who, by abandoning his faithfulness (Satan), had left mankind in a hopeless state. Having bought us back, like Ruth and Naomi, He gave us the blessings of redemption - restoring our lives, sustaining us, and making us fruitful for future generations, giving us an inheritance. 


