Study Questions for Jeremiah 13-19 – Promises, Promises
The Big Idea: We have so much promise, but unless God remakes us we will have to suffer the consequences of our unfulfilled potential. 
	I. Considering Our Unfulfilled Potential (13:1-14)
	Key Idea: When we fail to realize our potential of true intimacy with God it negatively affects our relationships and our future. 

	1. Look at Jer 13:1-14. What did God tell Jeremiah to do (13:1-7) and what did it mean (v11)? What was he to tell them (v12) and why (v13-14)? 
	God told Jeremiah to buy a linen waistband – since it was linen it probably went around his waist under his clothes, indicating the intimate relationship God desired with Judah. He then instructed Jeremiah to take it to the Euphrates and hide it in the crevice of a rock. After many days he was told to return and retrieve the waistband and when he did it was totally ruined. The message was that God would destroy the pride of Judah, just like the beauty of the waistband had been corrupted when it was hidden. This was picture of Judah being “hidden” in exile in Babylon (where the Euphrates river was located) and of her pride being humbled by the coming judgment of captivity there. They were created to be a people for God’s renown, praise and glory, but their pride had corrupted their glory so that they were worthless. Jeremiah was also to tell Judah that they (every jug) would be filled with wine, that it would be as if they were in a drunken stupor when they attacked each other. They would all be at odds with each other when God’s judgment fell. This is always the result of losing our intimacy with God – we lose the connection we have with each other. 

	II. Consequences of Unfulfilled Potential (13:15-16:21)
	Key Idea: When we fail to fulfill God’s glorious potential for us we experience the contrasting discipline of God. 

	2. In 13:15-27 what was Judah to do (v15-16), and what would happen if they didn’t (v17, 19)? What was their real problem (v22-27)? 
	In light of God’s coming judgment Judah should have given heed and not been arrogant. They should have given glory to God, rather than trying to keep it for themselves. If they didn’t they would be taken captive. Their real problem was that sinful natures could do nothing but sin; they had forgotten God and trusted in falsehood (idols). This amounted to nothing less than shameful spiritual adultery. 

	3. From 14:1-12 what was Judah’s situation (v1-7), and what caused it (v10-11)? How did God tell Jeremiah to respond (v12) and why? 
	Judah was experiencing a severe drought due to their wandering from the Lord and their sins. Even though they offered burnt offerings and grain offerings God would not accept them because they wouldn’t repent of their sins. The drought, like any natural disaster, caused them great anguish, but especially since they had an agrarian economy. The wildlife suffered because they had nothing to eat, and the people mourned before God. Unfortunately, they were not sincere about seeking God, even though they fasted and mourned. They only wanted Him to bless them so that they could continue in their sins without any repercussions. This is why God told Jeremiah not to pray for their welfare; until they repented He would consign them to sword, famine and pestilence. 

	4. Using Jer 14:13-22 what were the false prophets saying (v13) and what was God’s response (v14, 15-16)? How did Jeremiah respond (v19, 20, 21, 22)? 
	The false prophets were saying that the people would not experience the judgment of God – sword or famine – but would instead have peace in their land. God responded by saying that they were prophesying lies, false vision, divination (sorcery), futility and the deception of their own minds. He had not sent them, and they themselves would meet their end by sword and famine. He also said that the people to whom they were prophesying would be thrown out into the street because of the famine and the sword and there would be no one to bury them because everyone close to them would be destroyed. This devastated Jeremiah; he wondered if God had completely rejected and loathed Judah, and why when they had waited for peace and healing that terror came instead. Jeremiah said that they knew their wickedness against God (but really he was the only one who admitted it) and thus asked that God not despise them for the sake of His name. Jeremiah’s hope was in God alone, but sadly his faith and righteousness would not move God to act in behalf of the nation.

	5. Based on 15:1-9 what did God say in answer to Jeremiah’s prayer (v1-2, 3-4)? Why (v6-7)? 
	God’s answer to Jeremiah’s prayer was that even if Moses and Samuel (let alone Jeremiah) were to stand before Him in behalf of Judah that His heart would not be with them and He would send them away from His presence (in the land of Israel). Furthermore, He said that those destined for death, sword, famine and captivity would surely go there, and that He would appoint over them four kinds of doom. These would be the sword to kill them, dogs to drag them off, and birds and beasts to finish them off. There would be nothing left of them because of the evil that Manasseh, son of Hezekiah, had brought about in Jerusalem. Of course all the inhabitants were culpable, too, because they had participated in his evil actions. 

	6. According to 15:10-21 how did Jeremiah feel (v10, 15, 18) and why (v10, 16-18)? What would God do (v11, 19-21)? 
	Jeremiah felt persecuted and sad for his mother (probably a figure of speech) because he was such a source of contention and strife in the land. He asked for God’s sustaining protection since he endured God’s reproach all day long – he had faithfully proclaimed an unpopular message of judgment in the face of those who believed that they were okay. His wound seemed incurable and God seemed to be an unreliable stream (a temporary stream – a wadi - in the desert that came from ice melting in the mountains, then disappeared just as quickly). After all, Jeremiah had found God’s words and eaten them with joy and delight and he had not sat in the celebrations of those who thought times were good. He had believed God but had received persecution; he just couldn’t understand this. God promised, though, to set Jeremiah free for purposes of good and cause his enemies to seek his help in the time of disaster and distress – he would get the last laugh. All God asked of Jeremiah is that he return to God in faithfulness and extract the precious part of him from the worthless. He must not turn to the position of the false prophets, but must remain as a fortified wall of bronze so that some would turn back to him. This answer shows how vulnerable all of us are to going over to the other side when times get tough. However, we must continue to trust and turn to God. 

	7. In 16:1-21 what did God tell Jeremiah not to do (v2, 5, 8) and why (v3-4, 6-7, 9)? How did Jeremiah respond to the coming judgment (v19-20)? 
	Jeremiah was not to get married or have children in that land because they would die of deadly diseases, and would not even be buried; that’s how bad things were going to get. He was also not supposed to enter a house of mourning to console anyone because God had withdrawn His peace, lovingkindness and compassion from them due to their sin. He was also not to go into a house of feasting because that would be inappropriate in light of God’s judgment on their sin. Jeremiah’s response to God’s coming judgment was to trust in the Lord as His stronghold and strength, his refuge in the day of distress. He believed that all nations would come to Him saying that they had inherited nothing but falsehood, futility, and things that do not profit. They would acknowledge that man cannot make gods for themselves because they are not gods. Thus, Jeremiah’s response was one of faith in the true God and His plan for the future. 

	III. Correcting Unfulfilled Potential (17:1-19:15)
	Key Idea: Because our hearts are deceitful and sick by nature only a com-plete remake by God can correct the problem of our unfulfilled potential. 

	8. From 17:1-11 what was Judah’s heart like (v1-2, 5, 9)? How does God deal with hearts like this (v3-4, 5-6, 10-11)? What is a better approach (v7-8)? 
	Judah’s sin was deeply imbedded on their hearts – they couldn’t forget to act that way because it was seemingly such a part of them. They trusted in the flesh and their hearts turned away from God; they were deceitful above all else and desperately sick. God’s response to such hearts is to turn them over to their own devices and to the enemy. Their inheritance would be dissipated, they would serve the enemy, their land would be desolate, and all the prosperity he had accumulated by evil would desert him when he needed. The best approach to life is to trust in the Lord, to be like a tree planted by water that is not afraid of the heat; its leaves will be green and it will never cease to yield fruit. 

	9. Looking at 17:12-27 what was Jeremiah’s affirmation (v12-13), his actions (v16), and requests (v14, 17-18)? What was he to preach (v19-23) and why (v24-27)?  
	Jeremiah affirmed that the Lord ruled from their land, and that He was the hope of Israel. Furthermore, all who forsook Him would be put to shame because they had forsaken the fountain of living water. Jeremiah had refused to shy away from being a shepherd for the Lord, and he had not given up even in light of the coming judgment (although he got close). He asked God for healing and salvation, and that He be a refuge and shelter to him, rather than a terror. He also asked that God would put to shame those who had persecuted him. God told him to go and stand in the gate and preach against carrying anything (doing any work) on the Sabbath, because this violation epitomized Judah’s disobedient attitude. If they would simply set this day apart to the Lord to worship Him and demonstrate heart obedience, He would bless them; but if they refused He would destroy them by fire. Little areas of obedience demonstrate the loyalty of our hearts; as Jesus said, he who is faithful in little will be faithful in much. We usually reverse that in our minds, thinking it’s the big things that matter; but in any relationship loyalty in the little things indicates the attitude of our hearts. 

	10. Read 18:1-12. What were the lessons for Judah (and us) from the potter and the clay (v1-6, 7-8, 9-10)? How should we respond (v11), and how should we not respond (v12)? 
	Lesson one is that if the potter is making something that gets spoiled as he is making it, he remakes it into something usable. This means several things – 1) that God has a purpose for everyone of us; 2) God will not stop remaking us until we become usable; 3) we are the personal work of the hands of God, the potter. Lesson two is that God can change course in mid-stream if a person or nation repents. His purpose will be fulfilled through faith and obedience, so He is ready to restore people when they repent. Lesson three is if a person or nation that was following God begins to turn from Him and disobey Him, He can withhold His blessing from them. This blessing is primarily to be a usable vessel in submission to the Potter; when clay pots get to function as they are created to function they are fulfilled. But when they turn from Him they no longer experience satisfaction in life. So, if we see that God is ready to bring discipline in our lives we should immediately repent. Unfortunately, many see the difficulties around them and rather than repenting and being restored, they give up and follow the stubbornness of their hearts. It is never too late to turn back to God if the desire and faith are there; unfortunately for many they choose to dwell in their stubbornness and unbelief. 

	11. Using 18:13-23 what had Israel done wrong to God (v15) and Jeremiah (v18)? How did Jeremiah respond (v19-23)? Was this good?
	Israel had forgotten God and the ancient paths laid down in His law. They had burned incense to worthless idols and taken the side-roads away from God instead of returning to His highway. Furthermore, they had devised plans to harm Jeremiah, God’s spokesman. Jeremiah’s response was to turn to God for help; he asked that God would take out His vengeance on them. This was good because he didn’t take matters into his own hands, but entrusted their judgment in the hands of God. 

	12. According to Jer 19 what was about to happen (v3-9) and what would picture this (v1-2, 10-11)? Why would this happen (v15)? 
	God was about to destroy Judah, just like the pottery that Jeremiah was to shatter in the valley of Ben-Hinnom. Their present generation would suffer irreparable damage because they had committed idolatry and stiffened their necks against Him. Thus, their houses would be defiled and made desolate. It would be up to future generations (like Daniel’s in the land of Babylon) to repent and return to God so that He could restore them. 


