Zephaniah 1-3 Daily Study Questions – People Get Ready

The Big Idea: The “Day of the Lord” will be awful for those who oppose Him and wonderful for those who have depended on Him for restoration. 
	I. Rebuking His People (1:1-2:3)
	Key Idea: God’s declares His judgment on all who rebel against Him so that they might turn to Him and avoid that judgment. 

	1. Read Zephaniah 1:1-6. What message did God declare through Zephaniah against the earth (v2-3) and against Judah (v4-6)? What were they doing wrong (v4-6)?
	In the coming “day of the Lord” God was going to strip away all living things from the earth that He had originally placed there for the benefit of man. This was similar to God’s pronouncement prior to the flood, so the day of the Lord somewhat parallels His judgment in the flood. However, after the flood He created a people to represent Him and they failed to do so as He prescribed. So in this passage He also brings judgment against them, too; He will cut off all (priests and people) who worship the false gods of Baal, Milcom, or the star gods. Those who have turned back from following God or who have ceased seeking Him or inquiring of Him will also receive God’s discipline. 

	2. Using 1:7-13 what was coming (v7) and how should everyone react (v7)? What would God do on that “day” (v8, 9, 11, 12)? What would result (v10-11, 13)? 
	The day of the Lord was coming – referring to not only that ultimate future day in which He would destroy all of His enemies, but also the day of His discipline of His people which was in the immediate future of the people to whom Zephaniah prophesied. The prospect of this day should cause everyone to be silent before the Lord God; He has prepared His sacrifice, which consists of those who have turned against Him. He will set them apart for punishment – princes, oppressors (they leap over thresholds to take the houses of the poor), and those who are obsessed with wealth (silver). God would silence them all and search out all who believed that God would do nothing about their sin. The result would be wailing as they saw their wealth taken away and their houses become desolate. They would be unable to enjoy the wealth that their evil had accrued.  

	3. Looking at 1:14-18 describe the “great day of the Lord” (v14, 15-16) and how it will affect men (17). Why will no one escape (v18)? 
	Zephaniah declares that the “great” day of the Lord was near, possibly a reference to that ultimate day of God’s judgment on the entire earth. This will be a day in which the warrior cries out bitterly (because he will lose), a day of God’s wrath, trouble and distress, a day of destruction, gloom, clouds, and thick darkness. It will be a day of war as fortified cities are destroyed and the blood of men is poured out like dust. No one will be able to escape because nothing is powerful enough – there is not enough money to buy enough defenses – to overcome the jealousy of the Lord. He is jealous for His creation and for His people and in that day He will not allow the enemy to take that away from Him. It will be His time of destruction of all who stand against Him and His time of restoration for His people. 

	4. From 2:1-3 what invitation did God give (v1-2, 3)? Who was offered the possibility of escape (v3)? Apply. 
	After declaring His coming judgment God invited His shameless nation to gather together to humble themselves and seek Him. His anger was about to manifest itself in judgment, but He still wanted His people to turn to Him. They were to humbly seek Him, and carry out His ordinances by seeking righteousness – then they might possibly be hidden from His day of anger. In the same way God declares His judgment or discipline on us today if we don’t turn from our evil; but He would much rather us turn from it so He can hide us from His judgment. 

	II. Retaliating Against the Proud (2:4-3:7)
	Key Idea: God will eventually retaliate in judgment against those who take the credit for how great and secure they are. 

	5. Using 2:4-7 who would be affected by God’s judgment (v4, 5) and who would benefit from it (v6-7)? Why (v7)? 
	The region of Philistia, near the Mediterranean coast, would receive God’s judgment, even though they were a nation with powerful warriors (the Cherethites were some of King David’s best fighters). Once their nation was destroyed and desolate their fertile pasturelands near the coast would be given to the remnant of the house of Judah because the Lord cared for them. This passage again shows God’s plan to restore His people one day. 

	6.  In 2:8-15 how would each of the three nations be judged (v9, 11, 12, 13-14)? What attitudes invoked this judgment (v8, 10, 15)? 
	The nations of Moab, Ethiopia, and Assyria would each be judged, primarily for their arrogance against God and His people. Moab taunted God’s people, so He promised that they would become like Sodom and Gomorrah. They would become a perpetually desolate place and would be plundered by the remnant of Judah. In fact the Lord would starve all the gods of the earth and all the coastlands of the nations (the entire world, including our land today) would bow down to Him from their own place. This pictures the conditions of the millennial kingdom. Ethiopia would be killed by the sword (of war), and once mighty Assyria would become a desolate place like Moab. Their beautiful buildings would be inhabited by wildlife and exposed for their lack of true substance. The city, Nineveh, that had been so proud of its unique beauty and security would merely be a resting place for beasts and everyone who passed by her would hiss at them and wave their hands in contempt. This shows how foolish it is to invest our lives in building up material possessions and wealth on this earth; these can pass quickly away and all who were once impressed by the “rich and famous” will be just as quickly turned off by their demise. 

	7. According to 3:1-7 what had God done for Jerusalem (v5-6) and why would they be judged (v1, 2, 3-4, 7)? 
	God had acted righteously towards Jerusalem, having done them no injustice and failing not to bring justice to light for them every morning. He had cut off nations for them with their defense systems, had made their cities desolate and uninhabited. Unfortunately God’s people had become rebellious and tyrannical; they listened to no one but themselves and would not draw near to God. Their leaders were like lions and wolves towards the people, their prophets were reckless in their words, and their priests profaned God’s temple and did violence to His law. All of the people were eager to corrupt their actions even though God had appointed a special place for them. God would be totally justified in bringing judgment on the evil ones in the midst of His remnant. 

	III. Restoring His People               (3:8-20)
	Key Idea: God will purify and restore His people in the last days so that they can experience a satisfying and joyful relationship with Him. 

	8. From 3:8-13 what did God tell His faithful people to do (v8) and why (v8-9, 10)? What would happen to His people in that “day” (v11, 12, 13)? 
	God told His people to wait for Him, looking forward to the day in which He would gather the nations together to pour out His indignation and burning anger on them for their sin and rebellion. God is zealous for His glory and the defiant actions of people and nations against Him will one day cause Him to rise up in judgment. This is the ultimate “day of the Lord”. He will not only judge them, though; He will also purify the lips of His people so they can call on His Name and enable them to serve Him shoulder to shoulder. His people will come from far off – beyond the rivers of Ethiopia – with offerings from God with which they can worship Him. On that day they will feel no shame over their rebellious deeds because they have been forgiven, and they will all be humble because the proud ones have been removed from the presence of God and His people. All will take refuge in the name of the Lord; they will do no wrong, tell no lies, and fear no one because the Lord is their protection. This will, therefore, be a day of retribution for God’s enemies, but a day of restoration and peace for God’s people, who will be characterized by humility and truth. 

	9. Read 3:14-17. How are God’s people told to respond (v14, 16) and why (v15, 17)? In what way do these verses apply to us now? 
	The appropriate response to the fact that God has taken away His judgments against them and cleared away their enemies will be to shout out loud as this internal joy erupts. There will also be no need for fear because their enemies have been defeated; the Lord their God is in their midst, the victorious warrior. He will exult over them with loud shouts of joy, and would quietly love them. In a spiritual sense these blessings apply to us today – the Lord has taken away His judgments against us through Christ and has defeated our enemies. We have no need to fear anything, and we should shout loudly with joy because of God’s blessings and presence among us. Furthermore, we should live in the sense of blessing because God is loudly joyful about us as His people, and quietly in love with us. Some versions translate 3:17 as He will “sing over you with joy” which is a beautiful picture of the joyful love the Lord has for us. The more we accept the truth of His love for us the greater our spontaneous love will be for Him. 

	10. Looking at 3:18-20 what are the characteristics of those whom God will gather (v18, 19) and what will He do for them (v19, 20)? 
	God is going to gather those who share His heart – the ones who grieved over the inability to observe the appointed feasts (there were three that every Israelite was to observe – Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles) and the ones who considered the exile a reproach and burden on them. He would also gather the outcast and the lame, turning their shame into praise and renown and restoring their fortunes to them. This is similar to the groups that are pointed out in the Beatitudes for blessing – the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek – these are the ones that God desires to bless. Although they are at the bottom in this world, they will be objects of God’s favor in the next. 

	11. Think back over Zephaniah. What will the negative and positive effects of the “day of the Lord” be and who will experience each? How can we apply that to our lives today? 
	Those who do not follow the Lord – both Israel and the nations – will receive His judgment. It is clear that those oppressed Israel will be judged and that “day” will be cataclysmic for them; but also those who think that because they are physical Israel they will not be judged will experience the negative effects of the Day of the Lord. It is only the godly remnant of Israel that will be hidden from God’s judgment and instead be restored. They are the ones who will experience joy when God delivers, and they are the ones over whom God will exult and sing. The message of this prophecy is to be on God’s side when the day of the Lord occurs. We can do that by examining our lives right now and purifying our hearts in devotion to Him. 


