Deuteronomy 1-4 Daily Study Questions – What Hath God Wrought?
The Big Idea: Because God’s actions are so great on behalf of His people it is senseless to not obey Him. 
	I. Rebellion and Death (1)
	Key Idea: Failing to obey God is rebellion, which ultimately leads to death. 

	1. According to Deut 1:1-8 how long should it have taken Israel to get to Canaan (v2) and how long did it (v3-4)? Where and when did Moses speak these words (v1, 5) and how did he begin (v6-8)?
	It should/could have take Israel eleven days to get from Horeb (Sinai) to Kadesh-Barnea which was on the southern edge of Canaan. When they got to the Wilderness of Paran sometime in the second year, however, they sent spies out to Kadesh-Barnea to check out the land. They came back with an evil report and God decided it was time to let that generation die in the wilderness and start over with the new generation. That would require approximately thirty-eight more years for all of them to die so they wandered in the wilderness during this time. On the first day of the eleventh month in the fortieth year Moses began a series of messages based on God’s Law on the plains of Moab to prepare the new generation to enter and possess the land of promise. His approach was to remind them of their history in the wilderness between the time the first law was given many years earlier and where they were now. 

	2. Looking at 1:9-33 what 2 issues did Moses face in the wilderness (v9-12, 20-21, 26-28) and how did he handle it (v14-18, 29-31)? How did the people respond (v18, 22-25, 32-33)? 
	Moses first faced the issue of the sheer volume of people in relation to rendering justice for all of their disagreements. He was only one person and could not adequately handle this situation. So, on the advice of his father-in-law, Jethro, he told the people to select wise, discerning, and experienced men from each of their tribes to divide up this responsibility. The people thought that this was a good thing, so they followed his lead, with Moses commanding these judges to not show partiality and to hear every case, not fearing man but God. The bigger cases were to come to Moses. The second issue was the report of the spies that went into Canaan. Ten of them brought back an evil report even though they recognized that the land was a good land. Thus, they rebelled against God’s command to go in and possess Canaan, grumbling against God and accusing Him of hating them. Their report also caused all Israel to lose heart, fearing that not only would they be defeated, but their children would be destroyed as well. Moses told them to not be afraid because the Lord would go before them in victory, just as He had carried them throughout their wilderness journey to that point. However, they did not trust the Lord even though He had led them faithfully. 

	3. Using 1:34-46 how had God responded to Israel’s rebellion (v34-36, 37-38, 39, 40)? What did they then do (v41-42, 43) and how did it all turn out (v44-46)? What was the lesson?
	When the Israel rebelled the Lord was angry and swore that none of that evil generation would see the promised land except for Caleb who had followed Him fully. Furthermore, Moses believed that God was even angry with him because he was included in that judgment. So, Moses blamed the people for not getting to enter, although it was his arrogance in striking the rock that was the real reason for his exclusion by God. Joshua would be Moses’ replacement so he, too, would get to enter the land to lead the new generation (the “little ones” of the 1st generation) on their conquest. God then told them to turn around and head towards the Red Sea, but instead they decided to try to take the land anyway, feeling sorry for the consequences of their sin. The Lord told them, though, to not go up, but in typical fashion they went anyway and were soundly defeated. When they returned they mourned and wept before the Lord but He would not listen to it; thus they remained at Kadesh many days before the Lord let them move on. The lesson of this story is to simply trust the Lord and obey; if we fail to obey we are essentially rebelling against God in unbelief. He will bless this, so to try to do anything contrary to His will, no matter how good it seems, is only further rebellion. We must simply trust and obey. 

	II. Restoring God’s Plan (2-3)
	Key Idea: God is committed to fulfilling His plan whether it’s with us or someone else.  

	4. From Deut 2:1-23 what 3 places did Israel go from Mt Seir (v1-3, 8, 18-19) and what did God command (v4-6, 9, 19)? Why (7, 9, 19)? What made their journey so long (v14-16)?
	After Mt. Seir in Edom, Israel went around Edom, went through Moab, and went past the territory of the Ammonites. They were not to provoke any of them or take any of their territory because God had made promises to their forefathers, who were all distant relatives of Israel. He had also blessed Israel so that they didn’t need anything from them. Edom was filled with the descendants of Esau, Jacob’s brother, and Moab and Ammon were the descendants of Lot (Abraham’s nephew) and his daughters. The journey was so long because they had to wait until the last man of the first generation died, which would be forty years altogether. 

	5. In 2:24-3:11 what was Israel to do and why (v24-25)? How did Moses execute this with Sihon (v26-29, 30-31, 32-37) and Og (3:1, 2-4, 5-10)? Why was this impressive (3:5, 11)? 
	After passing these three points God commanded them to go through the valley of Arnon because He had given Sihon, king of Heshbon, into their hands. They were to begin to take possession of his land and contend with him in battle. That very day God would begin to put the dread of Israel on everyone under the heavens; they would tremble when they heard the report of their coming. They asked to pass through without provocation, but Sihon went to war with them anyway because God hardened his heart, and the Amorites were soundly defeated. After this they went against Og, king of Bashan, who had come out to battle them, and were told to not be afraid of him because his end would be the same as Sihon’s. They obeyed and thoroughly annihilated them as they had done to Sihon’s forces, and they began to occupy their cities. This was impressive because there were sixty cities that they took, many of which were fortified with high walls, gates and bars. Furthermore, Og was a descendant of the Rephaim, giants that were in the land. In fact his bed was 13 ½ feet long and 6 feet wide (a real “king-size” bed). God had accomplished great victories through them. 

	6. Using 3:12-29 who received the conquered lands (v12, 13-17) and to what did they agree (v18-22)? What did Moses then request (v23-25) and how did God answer (v26-29)? Apply.
	On the eastern side of the Jordan River the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh settled, possessing the lands of Sihon (Heshbon), Og (Bashan), and Gilead – although it still remained for Machir of Manasseh to conquer and possess Gilead. In order to receive this land they had to agree to fight with their brothers – the nine and a half tribes – on the western side of the Jordan until the conquest was complete. Then, they could return to their land which had been possessed and lived in by their families. Moses also requested that he be allowed to cross over the Jordan to see the Promised Land, but as Moses told them the Lord was angry with him on their account, so He told him, “No”. Instead He told Moses to go to the top of Mt Pisgah to see the land with his eyes, but He would not let him go in. Rather, he was to charge Joshua and encourage and strengthen him to go in and lead the people of Israel to possess their inheritance. The application here is that there are consequences to our disobedience even though our relationship to the Lord may be restored. These consequences fit in with God’s overall plan, such as Joshua taking Moses’ place. Because Moses wouldn’t be able to enter Joshua was the key piece to leading the people. Moses, therefore, had to do his part to equip Joshua so that the will of the Lord would be accomplished. 

	III. Reinforcing God’s Law (4)
	Key Idea: The only appropriate response to God’s goodness is specific obedience. 

	7. According to 4:1-14 what was Israel to do (v1, 2, 5) and why (v3-4, 6-8)? What warning were they given (v9) and what did they need to remember (v10-14)? 
	Israel was to listen to the statutes and judgments of the Lord so that they could live and go in and take possession of the Promised Land. They were not to add to or take away from these commands but to apply them as they entered the land. The reason was that on one hand the Lord would discipline them for their disobedience, but on the other hand they would have life and be blessed if they did follow these statutes. It would be wisdom and understanding for them and would impress the surrounding peoples that they had a God that was so near and who had given them such righteous judgments. Thus, they were to guard themselves and their souls diligently that they not forget the miracles and judgments that their eyes had seen. If they did they would have to face the holy and awesome God that they had implored Moses to speak to in their behalf so they wouldn’t have to directly encounter Him. Similarly, we must remember that we serve a mighty God who is worthy of our awe and respect. 

	8. From 4:15-28 what else were they to avoid (v15-18, 19) and why (v20)? What was at stake (v21-22, 23-24) and how did Moses underscore this (v25-26, 27-28)? 
	The new generation was to avoid making a carved or engraved image of God to worship since they had seen no outward form of Him. They were also not to make idols of any human, animal, land or aquatic, or worship any of the heavenly bodies. They had been brought out of the iron furnace of Egypt by the true “invisible” God to be a people of His possession so they should worship Him according to who He really was. God would discipline them if they fell into idolatry, just as He had disciplined Moses because of his reaction to their grumbling (he blamed them for a third time here). The Lord is a jealous God, and a consuming fire, and will not tolerate such spiritual perversion and unfaithfulness by His people. Moses underscored their inability to “get away” with this by prophesying that when their children and grandchildren did act corruptly in the land in the years to come that they would perish quickly from the Promised Land and be utterly destroyed. The Lord would scatter them among the nations where they would be few in number and would be forced to worship false gods. 

	9. Based on 4:29-40 what would God do for Israel (v29-31) and what had He done (v32-33, 34, 36, 37-38)? Why (v35, 39)? How were they to respond (v40)? 
	When Israel had been scattered among the nations at some point they would seek the Lord and would find Him if they searched with all their heart and soul. They would return to the Lord and He would hear their voices because He is a compassionate and faithful God. He had shown this by uniquely speaking to His people from the midst of the fire, by going and taking His people from a nation with trials, signs, wonders, war, a mighty hand and outstretched arm and great terrors, all so that His people would know that there is no other God besides Him. He had let Israel hear His voice out of the heavens, and see His great fire on the earth. He had chosen Israel and their descendants and had personally brought them out of Egypt by His great power. He had driven out from before them nations that were greater and mightier than them. Therefore they were to take all of this to heart and understand that He alone is God in heaven and on other and that there is no one other than Him. So, if they would keep His statutes it would go well with them and their children after them and they would live long on the land that God was giving to them for all time. 

	10. In 4:41-49 what did Moses do after this message in 1:1-4:40 (4:41-43)? What was the setting for his next message in Deut 5-28 (4:46-49) and what would be its content (4:44-45)? 
	Once Moses had given this initial message he set up the cities of refuge on the eastern side of the Jordan, in Bezer, Ramoth and Golan. This would provide for true justice and would keep the land undefiled of innocent bloodshed. He then prepared to deliver a lengthy message (Deut 5-28) in the valley opposite Beth-Peor in the land of Sihon in Heshbon. The content of this message would be the testimonies, statutes, and ordinances that Moses had spoken to Israel when they first came from Egypt, at Sinai. Thus, this was basically a review of the Mosaic Law for the new generation. 

	11. Summarize Moses first sermon. What had God done for Israel (1:1-25; 2:1-3:29) and how had they responded (1:26-46; 3:1-20). How had He revealed Himself (4:7-15, 24, 32-40) and what were they to do in Canaan (4:1-23)? 
	God had preserved Israel in the wilderness, given them a great law, led them personally, and had provided for their physical, social and spiritual needs. God had also revealed to them His jealousy, anger and compassion as they had seen the first generation respond in rebellion, grumbling and disobedience. The new generation, though, had been more obedient, fighting the armies of Sihon and Og and wiping them out. They were to continue with this approach by completely conquering the land of Canaan, avoiding their idolatry, and following God’s law wholeheartedly. If they did they would prosper, but when they failed to do so they would be driven from the land. God would have them back, though, when they returned to Him with all their hearts. Moses first sermon was designed to make the new generation look at the way God had worked and to see His character so that they would respond appropriately to Him. 


