Structure Matters - Daily Study Questions


	1. Read Acts 2:42-47. To what 4 things was the church at Jerusalem devoted (v42) and what were the results (v43, 44-45, 46, 47)? 
	The church at Jerusalem was devoting themselves continually to 1) the apostles’ teaching 2) the fellowship 3) the breaking of bread and 4) the prayers. These would correspond today to the New Testament, the mission of the church to one another and the world, the Lord’s Supper – remembering His death, and the discipline of prayer – both in worship and ministry to the Lord and in intercession for each other. These practices had many results: 1) they had a commonality (koinonia) that led to meeting any needs among themselves as they arose 2) they had a unity as they met together 3) they had gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God together 4) they had favor with all the people and 5) the Lord was adding to their number daily those being saved. 

	2. Based on 1 Cor 14:26-33, 40 how did the Corinthians “do church” (v26) and what guidelines were they to follow (v26, 27-32, 40)? Why (v33)? What must a church guard (Eph 4:1-3, Rom 14:19, 16:17)? 
	The Corinthians did “church” in a “body-life” format as it has been described. In other words the various body parts did their thing. There was no centralized preaching, but rather a shotgun approach to delivering and hearing the word of the Lord. One member would offer up a psalm (song or reading of a psalm), another would bring a teaching, then one might give a revelation, another might speak in a tongue, while still another gave an interpretation of that tongue as required (if no interpreter was present they were to be quiet). At the most two or three prophets were to speak while the others judged whether the prophecy was actually from the Lord. Furthermore if the prophecy was actually made to an individual who was seated the prophet was then to be silent. The basic point was that they were to do things decently and in order because God is not the author of confusion, but of peace – as in all churches of the saints. The last phrase implies that this rule applied to all churches. In all the exercise of the gifts the unity of the Spirit had to be guarded in the bonds of peace. Believers are to pursue the things that make for peace and watch carefully those who cause dissension through false teaching in order to turn away from them. 

	3. From Acts 15:1-23 what problem faced the early church (v1-12) and how did they deal with it (v6, 7-11, 12, 13-21, 22-23)? How were the elders, the people, and God involved with this approach? 
	The problem that faced the early church was that Gentiles were getting saved and did not follow the customs of the Jewish Christians. The question was how Gentile and Jewish Christianity were to relate. Those Jews who had become Christians wanted to continue to follow their Jewish customs handed down by Moses, and to persuade Gentiles to submit to them as well. When a group of these Jews came down to Antioch Paul and Barnabas challenged this position vehemently, resulting in an envoy of both parties to the church at Jerusalem to settle the issue. When they arrived Paul and Barnabas began to share with the apostles and elders all the conversions that God had accomplished among the Gentiles, but the Judaizers said that these converts had to be circumcised to be saved. The apostles and prophets came together to look into the matter and after much debate Peter shared his testimony about how God had confirmed that there was no difference between Jews and Gentiles who had cleansed their hearts by faith. Thus, there was no need to put this “yoke” of circumcision and the Mosaic law on the Gentiles. Then, as the multitude listened, Paul and Barnabas related the signs and wonders that God had done through them among the Gentiles. After hearing all this, James summarized the work of God among the Gentiles and gave his judgment that the only Jewish practices that should be observed were things that would cause Jews to stumble if the Gentile Christians practiced them. Once they all hear this, the apostles and elders thought this was a good judgment, then the whole church agreed, so the decision was made to send these instructions to all the churches by the hands of Paul, Barnabas, Silas and Judas (Barsabbas). This method involved first God, in that His working was the main focus, then the apostles and elders went aside to consider the matter and come to a conclusion, then this conclusion was voiced to the elders and church and they all affirmed it. Thus, God directed, the elders decided, and the people affirmed. 

	4. Looking at Acts 20:17, 28-31, 1 Tim 5:17, and 1 Pet 5:1-5 who was to lead the early church and what were their responsibilities? 
	The early church was to be led by elders, also known as overseers and bishops. These were responsible to guard the flock of God from savage wolves (false teachers) that would certainly come from without and from within to destroy the flock after the apostles, like Paul, were no longer there. Based on Paul’s example they were to do this by preaching and teaching the whole counsel of God (or insuring that it was preached) and nurturing (shepherding – leading, providing, protecting) the church of God that He had purchased with His own blood. According to Peter they were to exercise oversight, meaning that they would be aware of the struggles occurring in the individual lives of those in the flock so that they could protect, encourage and exhort them. They were responsible to insure the purity and continuance of that local body.

	5. From 1 Tim 3:1-7 how should an overseer (elder) feel about his responsibility (v1)? List his qualifications (use also Titus 1:5-9), and explain why you think these are all important. 
	An overseer should aspire (truly desire) to serve the Lord and the body in this capacity, rather than just filling a spot. The qualifications of elders are many, but primarily they relate to character and wisdom. He must be above reproach, a “one-woman” man, faithful to his wife, under control, wise, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not addicted to alcohol, not a lover of fights, but rather gentle and uncontentious. He must be free from the love of money, must manage his own household well, with his children under control. Titus adds that his children must be believers who are not carousers or rebellious. He must love what is good, be sensible, just, and devout and hold fast the faithful word that is in accordance with “the teaching” so that he can exhort in sound doctrine and be able to refute those who contradict. These characteristics are important because they first represent character and integrity which will handle unexpected issues that arise in a manner glorifying to God. They also represent wisdom based on an understanding of the Word and life experience. Thus the church will be overseen with wisdom by men of character. 

	6. Based on Eph 4:11-16 how does the role of church leadership (v11-12) and the members (v12) differ? What are the overall goals (v13-16)?
	God gave to His Body, the Church, apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastor-teachers for the equipping of the saints (the common word in the New Testament for Christians) for the work of service so that the Body of Christ could be built up. In other words leaders are to equip the members for ministry; while they will also do some ministry themselves, their priority must be to equip the members for carrying out ministry. The overall goals for the Body of Christ must be to do works of ministry – inside and outside the church, to become stable in our faith, rejecting false teaching, to speak the truth in love so that we will grow up in all aspects into Jesus, who is the Head, and that the growth of the body will occur in the sphere or atmosphere of love.

	7. In Acts 4:32-36 how did the early church view their possessions (v32, 34-35) and what method was used to distribute their offerings? How could that example be followed today? 
	None of the congregation claimed that anything belonging to them was their own – although it was their “possession” it was available to be used to meet any need in the rest of the congregation. In this sense it was common property. If anyone had land or possessions and a need arose in the congregation they would sell the property to meet the need. As we can see in the next chapter they did not have to do this, but they voluntarily were moved by God’s grace to them to share His grace with others. It is significant that they didn’t just give from their increase; they actually sold what they already possessed to meet the need. Once they sold the property they brought it to the leadership (the apostles) so that they could distribute it according to the need at hand. In other words they released control of the gift so it could be used by the leadership that God had appointed in the way that they believed God wanted it to be used. Similarly, today we give to the work of the Lord to the church, releasing control of it to the leadership God has appointed to be used according to the way they believe it is to be used. At Celebration the leadership presents a general budget that encompasses all the projected needs of the ministry for the coming year, and then presents it to the congregation for affirmation, just as in Acts 15. People then give to the needs that they have affirmed in advance and it is used accordingly. Otherwise everyone would give based on their individual preferences and some ministries would have more than they need while others would suffer. The unified budget is a much wiser approach to funding ministry. If a church member wants to give to a specific ministry it should be done above their regular giving so that the work of the ministry can be accomplished in all areas. 

	8. According to 1 Tim 5:1-2 how should we view fellow church members? Who is the “Head” of this family (Eph 5:22-23, Col 1:18) and how does this guide the decision-making process? 
	Older members should be viewed as fathers and mothers, while peers should be seen as brothers and sisters. In other words the church body is a family, and should be shown the respect, honor, and love that members of one’s physical family should be shown. Just as the head of the human family is the husband, so we, the Bride of Christ, are led by the Head of the church family who is Jesus Christ; He is the Head over all things, but has been specifically appointed as Head of the church. Since He is the Head of the church we must never do anything without the assurance that He is the One who is leading the decision. The first step of this is that it lines up with Scriptures, but the next step is to pray for a sense of His leading. Then, as the elders and leadership counsel together about this a clear direction from Christ emerges. At Celebration we require that every decision presented to the church be unanimous among the leadership as a way of discerning Christ’s will. 

	9. Using 1 Cor 12:12-27 how is the church identified (v13, 27)? How should the diverse body parts (v15, 16, 17, 21) relate to one another (v20-26)?
	The church is not only a [the] fellowship and a family; it is also identified as a body – Christ’s body. Just as the other two images reveal insights about the functions of a church, so the “body” image sheds important light as well. Since we are one body, we should have unity; but also being a body we have many parts (members) of our body, so we have diversity. The diverse body parts must work together to produce effectiveness in ministry, carrying out the will of the Head. First, each member must realize that their role is necessary, even though they are not another body part, and that everyone else’s role is vital, too. Every role in the body is necessary for the body to function properly, just as a sports team needs every player to execute their position well for the team to do well overall. Another important insight is that the members that seem to be less necessary have been given more abundant honor in the body so that everyone realizes the importance of each member. This will lead every member to care for each other, suffering with other members when they suffer and rejoicing with them when they rejoice. 

	10. From 1 Cor 12:4-7 what three elements differ in church and who is responsible for each (v4, 5, 6)? What should be the goal of each member (Eph 4:15-16)? 
	In church there are ministries, diverse spiritual gifts or abilities, and various effects of the ministries and gifts working together. The Holy Spirit gives the gifts to individual believers, the Lord Jesus gives the ministries, and the Father causes the variety of effects. In it all of God, manifested through the Spirit, Son, and Father. The goal of each member, then, is to be used of God to build each other up so that we can all grow up into Christ. Using the body metaphor we do this by being fitted and joined together by what each of us supplies and by doing our function properly. Some of us are joints, some are ligaments, and others are the rest of the body parts. Some hold things together, some get things done, but we all work together so that we can grow up into Him by our mutual love.

	11. In Acts 2:47, 8:1, 11:26, and 14:23 and Gal 1:2 how is the idea of “local” church revealed? Why is local church membership important, in contrast to just attending? 
	The first church that was formed was both “universal” – composed of all believers at that time – and it was “local” because all of those believers were in one place. When the church at Jerusalem was scattered throughout Judea and Samaria because of persecution it came to have a local expression in each town. As an example the church in Antioch was formed when God saved many under the speaking and preaching of Christians from Cyprus and Cyrene, and they then met together as the church. When Paul and Barnabas were sent out on the first missionary journey from Antioch they formed churches in every town where people came to know Christ; then, on their way back to Antioch they met with these churches and appointed elders in each one to oversee the churches. On a later journey to Galatia many churches (not singular “church) were established by the preaching of the gospel. The way God conserves the results our evangelistic efforts is by gathering born-again believers into churches so they can build each other up and carry the message of Christ to others. Unless there is the bond of love for Christ and one another and the mutual mission of taking Christ to the world Christians will accomplish very little of lasting value for the kingdom. This is why confession, accountability and church discipline, all very important elements in our growth, require that there be a local church “membership”. People must submit to the authority of the local church leadership and to mutual accountability and confession if they are to “grow up into all aspects into Him who is our Head, Christ”. Those who just attend have no accountability and are thus left on their own to grow up in Christ and to carry out His mission in the world. Jesus ordained the church (Matt 18:15-17), the Holy Spirit formed the church at Pentecost, and continued to plant churches in every town where the gospel was proclaimed. It is God’s plan for believers to be added to the church as they are saved. 

	12. Based on Matt 18:15-17, 1 Cor 5:1-13 and Gal 6:1-4 what can participating members of a local church do for each other? What promise does Jesus make about this (Matt 18:20)? 
	Participating (official) members of a local church can hold one another accountable for walking in purity before the Lord, both for His glory and for the reputation of His church. This is a privilege of church membership because it enables each believer to be kept on track as they are restored by other believers in the fellowship. Thus, church membership is a voluntary submission to the help of others in staying on track. The goal of accountability and church discipline is consistency in godly living and restoration to a lifestyle that leads to the abundant life and God’s glory. As we meet together in His Name we have the promise that He is present with us, so our decisions for His sake are led by Him as we acknowledge His leadership. 


