Study Questions for Ruth 1-2 – A Bitter Pill
The Big Idea: No matter how difficult life gets we must remember that God is still at work to bring about good and accomplish His purpose in our lives. 
	I. Unanticipated Losses                   (1:1-13)
	Key Idea: Unanticipated losses in our lives are painful, but they often set the stage for God’s greatest blessings. 

	1. Read Ruth 1:1-2. When does this story occur (v1), who is in it at first (v2), and where does it begin (v2)? What was the situation (v1) and to what did this lead (v1-2)? Do you think this was good or bad? 
	This story occurs during the time of the judges, approximately 1350-1010BC. It is set against the backdrop of the degradation, violence and strife that occurs at the end of Judges and provides a stark contrast to this by the faithfulness of Ruth and Boaz. Much of the point of Ruth is to show that not all Israel was hopelessly lost; Boaz was a man of faithfulness, and the “kinsman-redeemer” who would rescue Naomi from the oppression and losses of life. He would become the predecessor of King David, who was himself a type of Christ. Thus, this story shows that the ultimate solution to the oppression caused by sin is that One who would redeem His people. The story also sets the stage for the ascension to the throne by the king that Israel needed, providing a picture of the ultimate King, Jesus, the Messiah (Christ). The story begins as Elimelech, a Bethlehemite of Judah, went to Moab with his wife, Naomi, and two sons, Mahlon and Chilion, because there was a famine in that part of Israel. This probably showed a lack of faith on his part as he left his homeland for a pagan land, but it was typical of the period of the judges when everyone did what was right in their own eyes instead of simply seeking God. 

	2. In 1:3-5 what happened to Naomi (v3)? What did her two sons do (v4) and how long were they there (v4)? What happened next (v5)? 
	Naomi’s husband died, leaving her with two grown sons, who then took Moabite wives, Orpah and Ruth. This was violation of the Mosaic law although God would use this to bless Naomi anyway. However, the sons then died after about ten years, leaving Naomi bereft of both husband and children. It must have seemed bleak to her, living in a foreign land with no husband or sons, having only two foreign daughters-in-law. 

	3. From 1:6-13 what did Naomi do and why (v6)? What did she say to her son’s wives and how did she bless them (v7-9)? How did they respond and what did Naomi do (v10-11)? What reasons did she give (v11-13)? 
	Because Naomi heard that the Lord had visited His people in Israel by giving them food (the famine was over) she departed for home. As her sons’ wives traveled with her she told them to return to their homes in Moab and prayed that the Lord would deal kindly with them since they had done the same with her and her sons. She also asked that the Lord would grant them rest, each in the house of their [new] husband. She then gave them a departing kiss and they all lifted up their voices in loud crying. They both told Naomi that they were going to go with her to her people in spite of her instruction. Naomi again, though, told them to return, asking why they should go with her since she would not be able to provide husbands for them. She was too old to have a husband and certainly if she were to have sons they would be too old for them when they grew up. It simply made no sense for them to stay with her, even out of loyalty to their deceased husbands. She acknowledged that it was harder for her – this was her “cross to bear” as it were – than it was for them, for the hand of the Lord had gone forth against her, not them. She was viewing her life from a strictly human viewpoint – she was too old to overcome the loss of her husband and sons and probably hoped for the people of Bethlehem to take care of her when she returned.

	II. An Unfailing Loyalty                (1:14-2:3)
	Key Idea: Sometimes the unfailing loyalty of others is the greatest resource we can have. 

	4. From 1:14-18 how did the 2 wives respond (v14) and what was Naomi’s reaction (v15)? How did Ruth answer (v16) and what promises did she make (v16-17)? What resulted (v18)?
	After Naomi’s second urging of the wives to return to Moab Orpah agreed, but Ruth clung to her. Naomi again told her that she should go back to her people and gods as her sister-in-law had done. Ruth resisted, though, telling Naomi to not tell her to leave her or turn back from following her. She declared that wherever Naomi would go, she would go, where Naomi lodged, she would lodge, that Naomi’s people would be her people, and Naomi’s God would be her God. She would die where Naomi died and be buried where Naomi was buried. She bound this with an oath, that the Lord would do this to her and worse if anything but death separated them. Thus, Naomi, seeing that Ruth was determined to go with her, said nothing else to stop her. 

	5. According to 1:19-22 what was the reaction in Bethlehem (v19) and what did Naomi say (v20-22)? Was she right (v22)? Apply. 
	When they returned to Bethlehem the city was stirred up, asking if it was [really] Naomi who had returned. Her face and demeanor had probably been affected by the losses of her life so that the one who had been “pleasant” (the meaning of “Naomi”) was better named “Mara” now, meaning “bitter”. She told this to them since in her mind the Lord had dealt bitterly with her. She said that she had gone out full but the Lord had brought her back empty and then asked why they still called her Naomi (pleasant) since the Lord had “witnessed” against her (the idea of judgment) and had afflicted her. She was right that she had experienced affliction, but she was wrong in at least two ways. First, the death of her husband and sons was not God’s witness or testimony against her that she was being punished by Him. Bad things simply happen in life and it is not always the “hand of the Almighty” against us, although we tend to take it that way. The second thing she had misinterpreted was that she had come back empty; she had Ruth, who would prove to be a better provider to her than her husband and sons put together. Naomi would also become part of the line of David through her. This story teaches us that we have to give thanks in all things, partly because we have not seen the end of the story. God is working all things together for good so that His good purpose will be accomplished in us. 

	6. Using 2:1-3 who is introduced and what was he like (v1)? What was his relationship to Naomi (v1)? What did Ruth request (v2) and what “coincidence” occurred (v3—see 1:2)? 
	A near kinsman of Naomi’s household (clan) was Boaz, a farmer who had great wealth. When Ruth (“the Moabitess”) received permission from Naomi to go to the field and glean among the ears of grain belonging to one in whose eyes she would find favor, it so “happened” that she unknowingly came to the portion of the field that belonged to Boaz and gleaned there. Of course this was not a coincidence, but was God’s providential hand of blessing that had guided her there. 

	III. An Unexpected Liberality        (2:4-23)
	Key Idea: God honors the faithfulness of those who trust in Him by causing others to generously bless them.  

	7. In 2:4-7 describe the interchange between Boaz and his workers (v4) and what this reveals about him. What was his question (v5) and the answer (v6-7)? 
	When Boaz came in from Bethlehem he first blessed the reapers, saying “May the Lord be with you” and they responded in kind. Even though this was a customary greeting it still shows that this man trusted in the Lord, as is seen in the rest of this book. Having seen the young woman gleaning in his field, he then asked his servant over the reapers to whom she belonged. He was told that she was the young Moabite woman who had returned with Naomi from the land of Moab. She had asked to glean after the reapers and had been given permission, and had been sitting in the house for a while. 

	8. Read 2:8-13. What did Boaz instruct (v8-9) and what had he done (v9)? How did Ruth receive his kindness (v10, 13), and what reason did he give for his actions (v11-12)? What does this say about Ruth’s faith in God (v12)?  
	Boaz went to Ruth and told her (my daughter) to listen carefully. She was not to go into another field to glean but stay with his maids. Wherever they went to glean she was to follow; moreover he had commanded his servants to not touch her. She could go to the water jars and drink from what the servants drew out of them. This caused her to fall on her face before him, asking why he should show her, a foreigner, such favor. She recognized that he had spoken to her kindly even though she was not like his maidservants. He told her why: he knew about all she had done for Naomi after the death of Elimelech, of how she had left her own father and mother, as well as the land of her birth, and had come to a people she did not previously know. She had made great sacrifices because she had sought refuge under the wings of the Lord, the God of Israel. This meant that she had turned from the “god” of Moab, Chemosh, and had begun to trust in the true God. This was a foreshadowing of other Gentiles who would turn to God in faith and become part of His family. Because of her trust in God Boaz prayed that He would reward her work and cause her wages to be full. 

	9. Looking at 2:14-18 in what other ways did Boaz show Ruth kindness (v14, 15, 16, 17)? What were the results (v14, 17, 18)? 
	At mealtime Boaz told her to come to his table and eat of the bread, dipping it into the vinegar. So, she ate with the rest of the reapers and he served her roasted grain. She ate until she was satisfied and had some left over. When she arose to glean some more Boaz instructed his servants to let her glean among (not behind) the sheaves without insulting her, and to even pull some grain out for her without rebuking her. She then gleaned until evening and when she beat out what she had gleaned it amounted to an ephah (about four gallons) of barley. She took it back to Bethlehem and Naomi saw it and also gave her the leftovers from her meal. 

	10. From 2:19-23 what was Naomi’s question and Ruth’s answer (v19)? How did Naomi respond and why (v20)? What else did Ruth say (v21), what did Naomi instruct (v22), and what did Ruth do (v23)? 
	With this large harvest in view Naomi wondered where she had been to glean so much. Obviously, she had been blessed by the one who owned the field to be allowed to take such an abundance of grain. Accordingly, she prayed that he would be blessed. When Ruth told her that the name of the man was Boaz Naomi prayed specifically that he would be blessed because the Lord had not withdrawn His kindness to the living (Naomi) and the dead (Elimelech and her two sons). She then explained her reaction – Boaz was one of their closest relatives, showing God’s providential care. Ruth then told Naomi that he had told her to stay close to his servants until they had finished all the harvest. She then told Ruth that this was a good idea so that she wouldn’t be vulnerable to attack in another’s field. Ruth followed this direction and stayed in Boaz’ field until the end of the barley and the wheat harvest and continued to live with her mother-in-law, Naomi. 

	11 Summarize the opening story of Ruth—the “bitter pill” of Naomi and how she responded, how and why Ruth showed loyalty, and the ways Boaz expressed his generosity. Who is the real hero in this story? 
	Naomi’s bitter pill was real – she had gone through a famine, left her homeland, lived in Moab for ten years, and lost a husband and two sons. Her response was that God had punished her, had been against her, and left her with nothing, ignoring the fact that Ruth had become so devoted to her. Ruth, though, was unfailingly loyal to Naomi, having placed her faith in her God, the God of Israel. She declared that she would go wherever Naomi went, that her people would be her people and her God her God. Nothing would separate her from Naomi other than death. She then demonstrated this loyalty by gleaning in the harvest for both of them. She (and Naomi through her) was blessed of God by being led to the field of Boaz, their nearest kinsman, who had heard of all that Ruth had done for Naomi. He spoke kindly to her, prayed that she would be rewarded in full by God, allowed her to eat with his servants and told them to pull out extra grain from the sheaves for her to glean, and then asked her to continue on in his fields for her safety and provision. The fact that she remained loyal to Naomi, that she “happened” to land in the field of Boaz, and that he showed such generosity to her shows the providential hand of God at work. While Ruth and Boaz are to be commended for their loyalty and generosity, God, working behind the scenes, is the real hero in this story. We must never forget that He is at work in our behalf. 


