Study Questions for Jeremiah 1-6

The Big Idea: In view of God’s love for us and His intent to discipline us when we stray, it is much wiser to remain faithful to Him.
	I. Leaving Their First Love (1:1-2:13)
	Key Idea: When we reject God’s loving purpose to pursue our self-centered desires we hurt ourselves unnecessarily. 

	1. Read Jer 1:1-0. When did God select Jeremiah (v5), when did He call him (v2, 6), and what was His calling (v5, 9-10)? What was his reaction (v6) and God’s answer (v7-9)? Apply this.
	Jeremiah, the son of a priest, was selected by God even before God formed him in his mother’s womb, although His call came upon Jeremiah’s life when he was a youth (probably around 16 years old). God planned before Jeremiah’s life even began that he would be a prophet to the nations, to speak God’s words to them in order to pluck them up, and break them down, to destroy them and to overthrow them, to build and to plant them. This would be a difficult ministry at best since the primary purpose would be to humble those to whom he spoke, so that they could be rebuilt. As a result Jeremiah’s reaction was, “Alas, I don’t know how to speak because I am just a youth”; he was afraid of their rejection. But God told him to not base his feelings on his youthfulness because God would be with him to deliver him no matter where He sent him. God then put His words in Jeremiah’s mouth, symbolizing this by touching his mouth with His “hand”. We must realize that in whatever God calls us to do He will equip us to carry out this ministry, but that doesn’t necessarily mean that it will meet with great acceptance or that we will be popular. However, we must still do the ministry that God calls us to do, because it will accomplish an important purpose for Him. 

	2. In 1:11-19 what two images did Jeremiah see (v11-12, 13) and what did they mean (v12, 14-16)? How would the people respond to Jeremiah (v19), and how did God equip him (v18)? 
	Jeremiah first saw an almond rod which meant that God was watching over His word to perform it. The almond tree was the first to bloom each year, so this showed that God would perform His word once He had Jeremiah speak it – it was as certain as the blooming of the almond tree heralding the coming of Spring. Also, in the Hebrew the word of almond and for watching is almost identical, so God said that it symbolized that He was “watching” over His word to perform it. The second image that Jeremiah saw was that of a boiling pot pointing towards Jerusalem from the north. This symbolized that an evil from the north would overflow the inhabitants of Judah, probably referring to the coming Babylonian invasion. These Babylonian hordes would come to the city gates and set up thrones at each entrance, showing that they would rule over the city, bringing it into servitude because of Judah’s idolatry and self-worship. When these words would be spoken to Judah the people would fight against him, but he was not to be dismayed because God would make him like a fortified city, and He would be with him to deliver him. 

	3. From 2:1-13 how had things been between God and Israel at first (v2-3, 6-7)? What did two things did Israel do wrong (v13)? How does that apply to us? 
	At first Israel had been devoted to God as they had followed Him in the wilderness – much like a maiden betrothed to her fiancé. He had faithfully led them without allowing harm to come to them and had brought them into a fruitful land. Unfortunately, they had forsaken God, the fountain of living waters, and then had dug out for themselves broken cisterns (reservoirs) that could hold no water. So, they rejected God and devised their own means for satisfying their thirst – but their way didn’t work – but they kept doing it anyway. This is just like us today – we don’t want God’s control so we do our own thing, but that doesn’t work; but we are still determined to not accept God’s help. We just don’t want to have to obey God (or anyone else for that matter). 

	II. Living in Rebellion (2:14-3:10)
	Key Idea: When we rebelliously refuse to obey God from the heart He will bring His discipline into our lives. 

	4. Using 2:14-37 pick out some other things Israel did wrong (v18, 20, 23-24, 27, 33, 34). How did they respond to God’s correction (v35), and what would result (v35-37)?  
	The people of Judah were turning to Egypt and Assyria for help instead of relying on God, which was essentially a forsaking of God, an evil and bitter falling away from (apostasy) Him. The dread of God was not on them, so that they broke their covenant or bonds with Him, and rather worshiped false gods under every tree on every high hill (idolatrous practices). She was like a wild donkey in heat, looking to everyone (even strangers) besides God to fulfill her passions and desires. Judah worshiped trees and stones, but in their time of trouble they will still try to turn to God; so, they were just trying to use God as a fire insurance policy. They even taught others to seek love in evil ways and they shed the blood of innocent poor people. Sadly, they responded by God’s correction with denial, saying they were innocent, but God would hold them accountable. He would allow Egypt to carry out His judgment on them, as Assyria did, and they would be sent into exile with their hands on their heads. 

	5. Based on 3:1-10 how had Judah sinned (v2, 9) and why was this shocking (v6-8)? What was Judah’s attitude about her sin (v1, 3-5, 8, 10)? How are we like this sometimes? 
	Judah had sinned by becoming an unfaithful wife to the Lord, mainly by entering into relationships with other “lovers” – false gods and alliances with foreign nations. What made this so bad is that they still tried to turn to God hypocritically, and failed to observe God’s hand of discipline. He had withheld rain from them and yet they refused to be ashamed of their attitudes and behavior. They pursued false gods in their idolatrous shrines – groves of trees and high hills – just like their sister, Israel, had done. Amazingly, this had resulted in God’s judgment on Israel (the northern kingdom) at the hands of the Assyrians, but Judah refused to fear God and did the same thing. They tried to cover up their faithlessness with a show of outward devotion – sacrifices and worship in the temple – but God was repulsed by such hypocrisy. It is amazing that we think we can fake God out like this and that He will only look at certain outward actions and ignore the evil of our other actions and of our heart. As it says in Gal 6:7, “do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man sows, that shall he also reap.” God desires heart obedience; anything else is an affront to His holiness. 

	III. Looking at God’s Heart (3:11-4:18)
	Key Idea: God’s desire is for us to repent and turn to Him so that He can bless us.

	6. According to 3:11-25 what does God want us to do (v12-14) and why (v12, 14)? What else does He promise to do if we repent (v15-19, 22)?  
	God wants us to return to Him even when we have been rebellious. All He asks is that we acknowledge our iniquity (perverseness) and transgressions (violations of His precepts) with heartfelt repentance. The only explanation for this is that God loves us as a father does His children and as a benevolent master does His servants; it is His nature to be gracious to us. Furthermore, if we repent He promises to give us shepherds like Him who will feed us with knowledge and understanding. We will all be people who will serve God gladly at His throne, our stubbornness will be gone, and we will gather with all the nations (even Israel with Judah) to worship the Lord. Judah and Israel will call Him Father and will not turn away from following Him in the day of their repentance. God promises to heal our faithlessness if we will return to Him. 

	7. In 4:1-18 what did God call Judah to do (v1, 3-4, 14) and what would result if they did (v2)? Apply to your life.
	God again called Judah to return to Him and put away detested things (idols) from His presence consistently. He exhorted them to break up the fallow ground (dig deep down in their hearts so that it could receive God’s seed/Word), to not sow God’s word among thorns in their lives (things that distract and make the land unusable – see Matt 13:22), and to circumcise their hearts – remove the covering so that God could speak directly into their lives. He wanted them, furthermore, to wash their hearts of their evil thoughts so that God could save them. If they did these things they would be a witness to the nations for God; they would swear before the nations that the Lord lives in truth, justice and righteousness. This, in turn, would lead the nations to bless themselves in Him and glory in Him. This appeal from God through Jeremiah tells us that we must prepare our hearts through repentance to receive God’s Word. If we do, then we will be saved and those around us will see the glory of the Lord and turn to Him. 

	IV. Lessons through God’s Judgment (4:19-6:30)
	Key Idea: In light of God’s judgment and discipline of Judah for their evil actions, we should learn to not follow their example.

	8. Looking at 4:19-31 what was God about to do (v23-27, 29, 30)? How did Jeremiah feel about this (v19)? 
	God was about to cause complete desolation on the land of Judah by bringing an enemy against them. Everyone one of their cities would be forsaken as the people hid out in the thickets, and Judah would be completely rejected by those foreign powers to whom they had turned. This caused Jeremiah great anguish in his soul – Judah’s plight truly caused him pain. 

	9. Based on 5:1-19 what could not be found in the nation (v1-2, 3, 4-6)? What would God do (v9, 10-13, 14, 15-17, 18-19)? 
	There was no one in the nation who acted justly and sought truth, there was no one who responded to His discipline, and there was no one who knew and obeyed the ordinances that God had given to them in the Law. Because of this God would punish them, would strip away the unrighteous elements in the land who refused to acknowledge their sin, would burn His people up with His words by bringing a nation against them from the north who thrived on killing their enemies, and who would devour their harvest, sons, daughters, flocks, herds, vines, and fig trees and demolish their fortified cities in which they trusted. His destruction, however, would not be complete because they would only go into exile, unlike Israel that had basically been destroyed. 

	10. From 5:20-31 what further problems did Judah exhibit (v21, 22, 23, 26-27, 28, 30-31)? What would result (v24-25, 29)? 
	Judah also refused to listen to God, they did not fear Him, they had turned aside and departed from Him, and they had abused their fellow man by setting traps for them. Their houses were full of deceit, and although they were rich in material possessions, they were also rich in evil and refused to plead the cause of the orphan and poor so that they could continue to prosper. Furthermore, the prophets prophesied falsely, the priests ruled by their own authority, and the people loved it that way. Because of their actions God would not send rain on their land and He would avenge His justice on them. 

	11. Using 6:1-30 what was about to happen to Judah (v1-6, 9, 11-12, 15, 19, 22-26)? How did they try to fix this (v20), and what should they have done (v16-17)? 
	A dreadful enemy from the north was about to surround and destroy Jerusalem, Judah’s capital city, and like grapes from a vine they would be thoroughly gleaned – nothing would remain. God would pour out His wrath on them and all would be taken, young and old, and all would be cast down. God would bring disaster on them and their plans would not succeed. Judah would try to remedy this situation by doing religious practices, but without a heart change, God would not alter His judgment. They should have sought for the ancient paths of God’s ways and walked in them, and listened to God’s prophets - but they refused. 

	12. Look back over Jer 1-6. Where did Judah go wrong, and what was God going to do about it? How should Judah have responded?
	Judah went wrong by going after false gods and foreign alliances, by taking advantage of one another, by superficially following God rather than serving Him from the heart, and by refusing to listen to God’s prophets and repenting. As a result God was going to bring a foreign power against them from the north and they would be devastated. In light of this they should have repented from their evil and returned to God with their whole hearts, but they refused. 


