Obadiah-Jonah Daily Study Questions

The Big Idea: Those who humble repent before God will be forgiven, but those who stand arrogantly against Him and His people will be condemned. 
	I. Receiving Retribution (Obadiah 1-21)
	Key Idea: God will punish those who arrogantly mistreat His people. 

	1. Read Obadiah 1-9. Describe Edom’s attitude and its cause (v3-4). What would happen to them (v1-2, 5-6, 7, 8, 9) and who was really behind this (v2, 4, 8)? 
	The nation of Edom, who descended from Jacob’s twin brother, Esau, is characterized throughout scripture as being arrogant. This attitude had developed because they thought their fortress was impregnable; in other words they could do whatever they wanted and no one could “get back” at them. Their capital, Petra, was indeed known for its secure position high in the mountains; since there was little way for an invading country to lay siege to them they felt totally secure, which in turn led to arrogance. It was time to call them to account for this arrogance so God had instigated a coalition of nations to do battle against them. They would then become small among the nations and greatly despised. They would be ransacked and almost nothing would be left of them; even their allies would desert them or turn against them. Furthermore, Edom’s wise men would be destroyed and their mighty men would be dismayed or frustrated – their leadership would be nullified. All of this would occur because God had determined to humble them, bringing them down to their true position. They provide an example of how God always resists the proud. 

	2. Using 10-14 what had Edom (Esau) done wrong (v10) and how had they shown this (v11, 12-13, 14)? What should they have done for their brother Israel? 
	Edom had done violence to their brother, Jacob (Israel), by standing aloof from them when invaders sacked and looted Jerusalem and took them away into exile. In addition they gloated over their misfortune as if it showed that they were better than Israel because God had allowed this to happen. These reactions were classified as violence by God because doing nothing when another is being mistreated is the same as perpetrating the mistreatment in God’s eyes. However, they also cut down (killed) the fugitives and imprisoned survivors that they came across. Instead of this they should have stood for their brothers and supported them in their day of distress. The sin of omission is serious in God’s eyes, especially when it allows violence to be done to a brother. 

	3. Looking at 15-21 what would be the result of Edom’s actions (v15-16)? What would happen to Israel (v17, 18, 19-20, 21), and what does this show about God’s dealings with His people? 
	Edom would fall under God’s judgment during the “day of the Lord” just like all the rest of the nations. The way they had treated Israel would fall back on them – they had “drunk” from God’s holy mountain, taking from God’s people instead of giving support in their time of need, and now the nations of the earth would drink up their resources and swallow them up; they would become as if they had never existed. Israel, on the other hand, would escape from the day of the Lord because they are His people. Their place, Mount Zion (Jerusalem) will be set apart (holy) to the Lord and they will possess their possessions that had been taken from them. They would become as flame to Edom and burn them up, leaving no survivors there. Israel would possess their land, along with the land of the Philistines, the land of the northern kingdom, and all the cities of the southern regions of Israel (the Negev). Those who delivered them would take their place on Mount Zion to judge Edom, and the entire kingdom would be the Lord’s. This prophecy shows that although God’s people will go through a time of discipline at the hands of ungodly people, eventually they will gain the upper hand from God and will exact justice on their persecutors. God will never completely forsake His people, or allow those who hurt them to go unpunished. 

	II. Running and Repenting (Jon 1-2)
	Key Idea: Running from God will ultimately be fatal unless we return to Him in obedience and He restores us. 

	4. From Jonah 1:1-3 what did God tell Jonah (v1-2) and how did he respond (v3)? What false belief did he base this on (v3)? 
	God told Jonah to go to Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, and cry against it because their wickedness had come to God’s attention. Jonah, however, ran the other way – he fled to Joppa to board a boat going to Tarshish, near Spain. He was going as far away as he could not only from Assyria, but also from the presence of the Lord. His false belief was that he could escape God’s presence, and this is why he ran away. He also believed that God was strictly for Israel’s benefit rather than being available for the nations of the world. This is, of course, a destructive attitude that many Christians have today. 

	5. Using 1:4-9 what occurred next (v4), what were the two reactions (v5-6)? How did they discover Jonah’s faith (v7-9)? 
	With Jonah aboard the ship the Lord hurled a great wind on the sea so that a huge storm arose, causing the ship to start to break apart. All of the pagan sailors became afraid, cried out to their gods, and threw all the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship. Meanwhile, Jonah, exhausted from running, had fallen into a deep sleep in the hold of the ship. The ship’s captain went below and roused him, and questioned how he could be so unfazed about their imminent danger. He told him to call on his god if perhaps he might be concerned enough to keep them from all dying. Then, all of the shipmates decided to cast lots to determine who was responsible for the disaster that had occurred. The lot fell on Jonah and he had to tell them he was a Hebrew who feared the Lord God of heaven who made the sea and dry land, and that he was running from Him. 

	6.  In 1:10-17 how did the men respond and why (v10)? What did Jonah tell them to do (v11-12) but what did they try (v13)? What was the outcome when they obeyed (v14-17)? 
	When the men heard that he was running from the presence of his God they became extremely afraid, believing that Jonah’s God had caused the disaster. They asked Jonah what they should do and he told them to throw him overboard. At first they tried rowing desperately to try to return to land, but the wind was too great. Then, they prayed to Jonah’s God and asked they not be allowed to die because of Jonah’s sin, acknowledging that He had done as He pleased by causing this storm. Finally, they threw Jonah into the sea and when they did the sea immediately became calm. This caused them to fear the Lord greatly, and they offered Him sacrifices and made vows to Him. The outcome for Jonah was that God had appointed a great fish (it doesn’t call it a whale) to swallow Jonah and he stayed in his stomach for three days. 

	7. According to 2:1-10 what did Jonah do from inside the fish (v1-2, 4, 7, 8, 9) and how did he get to this point (v3-4, 5-7)? What did he correctly believe God would do (v4, 9, 10)? 
	Jonah prayed from inside the fish’s belly because he felt as if he were in the abode of the dead (Sheol). Possibly this prayer was uttered before the fish swallowed him, but either way he thought he was dying - the low point to which he had to get to turn to God. He also felt that God had expelled him from His sight and that he would never come to the surface and live again. He did acknowledge, however, that anyone who regarded vain idols forsook their faithfulness, so he pledged to be loyal to God. As he was fainting away he made a vow to God – apparently to be obedient, as well as to offer sacrifices to Him when God saved him. His testimony was that “salvation is from the Lord”, and correctly believed that God would save him and allow him to look towards His holy temple again. Once Jonah had made this new commitment to God the fish, at God’s command, vomited Jonah up on dry land. 

	III. Returning and Relapsing (Jon 3-4)
	Key Idea: We must adopt God’s heart when we return to obedience to Him. 

	8. Read 3:1-10. How did Jonah use his “second chance” (v1-4) and how did Nineveh respond (v5, 6-9)? What was God’s response (v10) and how does this strike you? 
	The second time the word of the Lord came to Jonah he obeyed. He went to Nineveh, a very great (referring to its importance) city that took three days to walk around (probably sixty miles in circumference). Jonah went through the city the first day proclaiming, “In forty days Nineveh will be overthrown”. When the people heard this message they believed God, called a fast and put on sackcloth. The news of this response reached the king and he did the same thing – put on sackcloth and sat in ashes. He then issued a proclamation that no one, man, beast, herd, or flock should eat or drink anything, that man and beast should put on sackcloth, that all men should earnestly call on God, and that each man should turn from his wicked ways and the violence which is in his hands. The reason that he told them to do this was that if they did God might turn, relent, and withdraw His burning anger so that they would not all die. This indeed was God’s response when He saw this; God will always accept genuine repentance when it is expressed because His desire is not to harm people, but to save them. The only explanation for the response of the Ninevites is that God was bringing this repentance about; it wasn’t a permanent turning from sin because they later were judged by God. But it did demonstrate that God’s judgment is certain if we don’t repent, but His forgiveness is just as dependable if we do. God did not change His mind; He acted in accordance with His character, which is to save and forgive if people line up with Him. While God may set a definite time in which He will bring judgment if there is no repentance; but, if repentance does occurs then judgment will not be executed. This is the reason we carry the good news to the world – God will spare them from eternal condemnation if they repent. 

	9. From 4:1-4 how did Jonah react (v1, 3) and why (v2)? How did God deal with him (v4) and what does this reveal about God? 
	When Jonah observed God’s response he was greatly displeased and angered. He even blamed his earlier disobedience on God’s forgiving nature; he said he knew that if he proclaimed the message and Nineveh repented that God would forgive them and turn from His judgment. He knew that God’s basic nature was one of grace, compassion, patience, and love, leading Him to relent concerning the calamities associated with judgment. God’s sparing of Nineveh made Jonah want to end his life, either because he hated Assyria so much, or because in his own eyes he had been made to look foolish. Each of these possibilities was a result of Jonah’s pride; he thought he (and Israel) was better than Assyria and that God was his (and Israel’s) special possession. God’s response to him was gracious; He simply asked him if he had good reason to be angry. He wanted Jonah (and us) to consider how selfish and arrogant his attitude was. 

	10. List from 4:5-11 Jonah’s reactions and God’s responses (v5, 6, 7, 8). What was God’s question (v9) and answer (v10-11)? What is the application for us?  
	God gave Jonah an object lesson; as Jonah went up on the hill to observe what God was going to do to Nineveh God appointed a plant (His second appointment) to provide shade for Jonah and deliver him from the discomfort of the sun. This made Jonah extremely happy; but then God appointed a worm to attack the plant so that it withered, and the sun the next day beat down on Jonah’s head. This caused him to become faint and he again desired to die. God then asked if he had good reason to be angry about the plant and Jonah said that he had a right to be angry enough about it to desire death over life. The Lord then explained to him the parallel between Jonah and the plant and Him and Nineveh. Jonah cared about the plant because of the value it had to him, even though he had done nothing to cause the plant to shade his head. Similarly, Nineveh (both man and beast) could have had value to God but because of their unrepentant attitudes were of no value. The difference, however, between His situation with Nineveh and Jonah’s with the plant is that God had made the Assyrians and their animals so His compassion made complete sense. It was only right that He would offer Nineveh a chance to repent because He had created them and were valuable to Him. The application for us is apparent; every person on the face of the earth is valuable to God and He wants to show them compassion, if they will only repent. Our job is to share His heart for the world and tell them of their need to turn from their evil and turn to God so that He can forgive and restore them. 

	11. Why does God treat Edom (Obadiah) and Nineveh (Jonah) differently? How is His character consistent even though the outcome is different? Apply to your life. 
	Edom was judged because of their arrogance towards God and His people while Nineveh was forgiven because they humbled themselves when presented with God’s judgment. God’s character is consistent with both, because He will forgive anyone who genuinely humbles themselves and repents, but He will bring judgment on all who arrogantly reject Him. These stories are truly two sides of the same coin. Our responsibility is to humble ourselves before God so that He can lift us up in His time. 


