Numbers 13-15 Daily Study Questions – A Popeye Moment
The Big Idea: Because God will finally reach His limit with our unbelief we must keep our focus on Him and faithfully move forward. 
	I. Good News-Bad News (13)
	Key Idea: Most opportunities have obstacles; but if they are from God He will overcome them through our faith.  

	1. Look at Num 13:1-24. What did God tell Moses to do (v1-2)? What were Moses’ instructions (v17-18, 19-20) and what were 2 notable discoveries (v21-22, 23-24)? 
	God told Moses to send out spies to view the land of Canaan that He was going to give them. Although they weren’t yet at the border (about half way between Sinai and the southern tip, at Kadesh in the Wilderness of Paran) God still wanted them to know what was in store and to see how they would respond. Each tribe would send one of their leaders, including Caleb from Judah and Joshua (Hoshea) from Ephraim. They were to go into the Negev (southern portion) and the hill country (further north, around Jerusalem) and see what the people were like – strong or weak, few or many. They were to evaluate the land, good or bad, fat or lean, trees or not, and were to assess the cities – open, or fortified. They were also to bring back some of the fruit of the land since it was grape season. They discovered two things of note: first, the descendants of Anak (giants) lived there, and second, it was a very fruitful land – the grapes were so enormous that two of them had to carry back a cluster on a pole between them. 

	2. Read 13:25-33. What good news (v25-27) and bad news (v28-29) did ten of the spies report? What did Caleb say (v30) and what was the response (v31-32)? What was the real problem (v33)? 
	The good news at the end of forty days of spying out the land was that it was “flowing with milk and honey” (a metaphor – so many flowers that honey was everywhere and so much lush vegetation that milk cows were plentiful). On the other hand the people were very strong, the cities were fortified and large, and there were giants in the land (the sons of Anak – Goliath was a descendant for example). This stirred up the fear of the people, but Caleb chimed in and said that they should by all means go up and take possession of the land because they would “surely” overcome it (based on God’s promises). The other men, though (besides Joshua, 14:6), said they weren’t able to go up against the people because they were too strong for them. So, they gave out a bad report saying that the land they spied out devours its inhabitants because “all” (hyperbole) the people in it were of great size. Furthermore, these spies admitted that they “became as grasshoppers in their own sight”, and so they were in the sight of the giants. Their problem was that they were assuming that the Canaanites viewed them as they viewed themselves, when they really didn’t know how they felt about them. The larger problem was that they were leaving God out of the equation; God plus even one is a majority. He had promised the land to them, had promised to go before them to defeat their enemies, and had promised to give them supernatural strength to defeat their enemies. Because of their fear they had forgotten that it was not about them, but God.

	II. Grumbling and Groveling (14)
	Key Idea: Grumbling leads to punishment, and even though such people may be forgiven, the consequences will remain. 

	3. Using 14:1-10 how did Israel react (v1-2, 4) and who did they blame (v2, 3)? How did Moses, Aaron Joshua, and Caleb respond (v5-6), what did Joshua and Caleb say (v7-9) and how was it received (v10)? 
	Even after Caleb’s declaration the congregation lifted up their voices and wept throughout the night. This “woe is me” crying turned into grumbling against Moses and Aaron because of their impending danger. They wished they had died in Egypt or even in the wilderness (they would get this wish) so they wouldn’t have to fall by the sword in Canaan, with their wives and children becoming plunder. They even went so far as to decide to appoint a leader who would take them back to Egypt; this was a true mutiny. When this occurred Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before the assembly and Joshua and Caleb tore their clothes, both signs of mourning over death (it was going to be theirs if something didn’t change). Joshua and Caleb spoke to them that the land was exceedingly good and that the Lord would give it to them if He was pleased with them. They exhorted them to not rebel against the Lord - this was rebellion, not mere complaining – and to not fear the people of the land because they would be their prey. This was not an arrogant boast but a genuine statement of faith. They knew that God had removed their protection from them and that the Lord was with them, so there was no reason to fear. Unfortunately, this didn’t pass muster with the people because they picked up stones to throw at them. At this point the glory of the Lord appeared in the tent of meeting to all the sons of Israel. 

	4. According to Num 14:11-19 what did God propose (v11-12) and how did Moses deal with this (v13-16, 17-19)? How can we follow this example? 
	God took their unbelief as personal rejection by Israel, so He proposed to Moses that He bring pestilence on them and dispossess them. He would then start over with Moses, making him into a greater and mightier nation than they. As before (Ex 33-34) Moses defended his people and the Lord Himself. He said the Egyptians would hear of this, along with other nations who knew of His fame, and would say that the Lord couldn’t “finish the job” of bringing them into the Promised Land; so, He slaughtered them in the wilderness. Moses implored the Lord to let His power of forgiveness be great, as He had declared in His revelation to Moses: “the Lord is slow to anger, abundant in lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity and transgression, but not clearing the guilty”. We should do the same for those entrusted to our care – we should pray that the Lord forgive them and that they be spared, both for His fame and their sake. We should not allow their sin to be an advantage for us, as Moses had the opportunity to do. 

	5. Using 14:20-25 what was the Lord’s response (v20) and His judgment (v21, 22-23)? Who would be treated differently and why (v24)? What did He then tell them to do (v25)?
	The Lord told Moses that He had pardoned them based on his request, but that the whole earth would be filled with His glory, despite their actions. Although He forgave them there would be consequences: the entire generation that had seen His glory and signs would not enter the Promised Land, but would all die in the wilderness. They had “put Him to the test ten times” and had not listened to His voice so they would not see the Promised Land. Only Caleb (and Joshua) who had followed the Lord fully would be enter the land and take possession of his portion. Having made this judgment God told them to set out to the wilderness by the way of the Red Sea. 

	6. Looking at 14:26-38 who were the recipients of God’s judgment and why (v26-27)? What would it be (29-30, 31, 32-35) and what else occurred (v36-38)? Apply.  
	Because of their continued grumbling against the Lord all the evil congregation from twenty years old and up would not enter the promised land, but would die in the wilderness. God wanted Moses to tell this to them, and let them know that all of their children whom they said would become prey for the Canaanites would actually go into the land and know it. Furthermore, their children would suffer for the remainder of the forty years waiting to enter the promised land until the former generation died in the wilderness. They would have to wait forty years because this corresponded to the number of days (forty) that the spies were spying out Canaan. Finally, the ten spies who brought back an evil report died by a plague before the Lord, but Joshua and Caleb remained alive. This shows us that our sin has consequences, not only for us, but also for those who are closely associated with us. It also depicts the fairness of God’s justice; He didn’t punish the good (Caleb and Joshua) with the evil.

	7. Based on 14:39-45 what was the twofold reaction of the people (v39, 40) and how did Moses respond (v41-43)? What did they do anyway (v44) and what was the result (v45)?
	The people, realizing the severity of their punishment, mourned greatly; but they also took matters into their own hands in spite of God’s judgment. They went up to the ridge of the hill country saying they had sinned but that they would go up to the promised land to defeat the enemy. Moses told them that they were transgressing the Lord’s command and would not succeed because the Lord was not among them. He told them that they would fall by the sword of the Amalekites and Canaanites, but they went up anyway, without Moses or the ark of the covenant (both symbolizing the presence of the Lord). Just as Moses said their enemies struck them down all the way to Hormah (as they were in retreat). 

	III. Going Forward (15)
	Key Idea: Because God is trustworthy we must go forward even after failure.  

	8. From 15:1-21 what was to be offered with each animal sacrifice (v1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-10, 11-13) and who was to participate (v14-16)? What was their first offering in Canaan to be (v17-21)? Why?
	A grain offering of 1/10 of an ephah of fine flour mixed with ¼ hin of oil, and ¼ a hin of wine as a libation were to be offered with the burnt offering of a lamb. The ram would have a little larger portion of each, and bull even larger. Each offering would have these portions, like an offering on top of an offering. Everyone that wanted to offer a burnt offering was to do this, even the foreigners – there would be one statute for everyone before the Lord. When they entered the promised land they were to offer up some of the food they would eat to the Lord – the first of their dough would be made into a cake for the Lord as an offering from the threshing floor. This was to be done as an offering of first fruits every harvest. This would remind the source of their provision and would honor the Lord. 

	9. Using 15:22-31 what was the offering for “unintentional” sin (v22-24, 25-26, 27-29)? What was to be done to the one who sinned on purpose (v30-31)? Apply. 
	When the congregation committed a sin unintentionally and without knowledge, they were to take responsibility to bring to the priest a bull for a burnt offering, with its additional offerings, and a male goat for a sin offering. The priest would offer this and the congregation would be forgiven. Also, each individual was responsible to do the same thing when they sinned, because their sin would affect everyone. Their offering would be a female goat for a sin offering. However, if the person sinned defiantly – choosing to do so even though they knew they were doing wrong – they would be blaspheming the Lord. So, they were to be cut off from among the people. This may mean death or simply excommunication – which in the wilderness would likely lead to death. They had despised the word of the Lord so their guilt would be on them. Amazingly, there is no offering available in the Mosaic law for intentional sin (which in essence is blasphemy, or cursing the Lord’s name), which is so prevalent among God’s people. That is another reason why Jesus is so necessary and such a great gift of God’s grace. 

	10. In 15:32-41 what sin occurred (v32-34) and what was God’s judgment (v35-36)? Why do you think it was so severe? What else did God tell them to do and why (v37-41)? 
	A man was caught gathering wood on the sabbath, which was work; thus it was a violation of the command to rest on the sabbath, doing no work. He was brought to Moses to determine his judgment and the Lord told Moses to put the man to death – all the congregation was to stone him outside the camp, which they did. God then told Moses to tell the sons of Israel to make tassels for the corners of their garments, cords of blue, to remind them of all the commandments of the Lord. They were not to follow after their own heart or eyes, which had led them into spiritual prostitution. He alone was the Lord their God who had brought them out of Egypt and they were to have no other gods before Him. 

	11. Looking back at Num 13-15 describe the perspective of each of these—the spies, Israel, Joshua and Caleb, Moses, and the Lord. What made the difference and what should we learn from this? 
	The spies focused on themselves and forgot God, thus they rebelled against His command to enter the land and possess it. Israel as a whole followed suit, choosing to succumb to fear rather than faithfully obeying God. Joshua and Caleb were just the opposite; they fully followed the Lord because they focused on Him rather than the enemy or problems. They were ready to receive the blessings of God by trusting and obeying His commands. They knew that He was more than capable to defeat the enemy. Moses never stopped believing in God – both His power and His forgiveness. He jealously guarded His fame in the earth and lovingly tried to protect his people. He didn’t want God to build a kingdom for Moses, but wanted to be part of the kingdom that God was building. The Lord was willing to start over with Moses because of His anger over the unbelief of the people. He allowed them to receive the consequences of their unbelief – to not enter Canaan but rather die in the wilderness. Then, because of His love for Moses He allowed a new generation of Israel to grow up and enter the land. God’s wisdom in doing this is amazing, as is His forgiveness. As Moses exemplified, the greatness of His name must always be in the forefront of our minds. When this is our focus we will not allow the obstacles to overcome, but we will trust God to overcome them as we move forward in faith. Victory comes when our focus remains on God. 


