Study Questions for Essentials Matter—Part1

	1. Read 2 Tim 3:14-17. What do the Scriptures provide for us (v15) and how did they originate (v16)? What 4 things does the Bible do for us (v16) and what is the result (v17)? 
	The Scriptures (sacred writings, Bible, God’s Word) provide for us the wisdom necessary for salvation. The Bible explains God’s way of salvation through Jesus Christ and way to live out this salvation. God’s Word originated as He inspired (breathed into) human beings to write down His words and thoughts. There are four things the Bible does so that the man of God may be adequate (complete) for every good work. First, it provides solid teaching (doctrine) of the truth – sufficient, authoritative, and applicable to everyday life. Secondly, the Bible reproves us – literally convicting us of errors in our lives where we deviate from God’s will. It also corrects (the word means to straighten something that become bent) us, setting us back on the right path, and finally it trains us in righteousness. The word for training refers to the process of raising a child, so the Word raises us up in God’s nurture, so that we grow into the spiritually mature adults that God desires. 

	2. Using 2 Pet 1:16-21 explain the process of how God’s written Word came to be (v16, 20-21). What is Scripture not a product of (v16, 21) and why is this important? 
	The historical portions of the Bible are based on eyewitness accounts and the teaching and prophetic portions were given through human authors as God divinely inspired them. The historical parts, like Genesis through Job in the Old Testament or Matthew through Acts in the New Testament were transmitted orally from eyewitness to succeeding generations until the writers were led by God to write down the stories. He directed them and breathed His words into them which is called divine inspiration. The other types of biblical writing – prophetic in the Old Testament and teaching and prophetic in the New Testament were also divinely inspired so that the entire Bible is not just cleverly devised tales or man’s best thoughts about God (v17 – not of one’s own private interpretation). Holy men of old spoke and wrote as they were led by the Spirit of God so that the 66 books of the Bible are actually God’s word to man, coming from Him. Because the entire Bible came from God it is true, inerrant, infallible, internally consistent, authoritative, and sufficient for all matters pertaining to faith and everyday life. This enables us to build our lives upon it with confidence that life will work well as God intended.  

	3. According to Jude1:3-4 what scriptures should be in the Bible? How does 1 Cor 11:2 add to this idea? 
	The faith that was “once and for all delivered to the saints”, also called “our common salvation”, is that body of teaching that, in addition to the Old Testament, began with Jesus, and was carried on by the apostles. Paul spoke positively of the Corinthians (1 Cor 11:2) for holding to the traditions just as they had been delivered to them. “Traditions” refers not to man made rules but to the authoritative teaching of Christ and the apostles about the ways of God. These traditions were considered to be God’s word and were in usage by the early church, being read in worship services and being used as the authoritative basis for Christian living and church practice. There were other writings by Christians in the early centuries of the church (like Christian books today), but only the ones that were universally accepted by the churches and attested to by apostles – those who had been with Jesus and saw Him after the resurrection – were considered to be the authoritative Word of God. This is known as the “canon”, or collection of books considered to be the Word of God. This collection was officially confirmed at the Synod of Hippo and Council of Carthage in the late 4th century, but these books were, for the most part, accepted by churches from the first century on. 

	4. In Acts 17:32-29, as Paul talked to the Athenians, what did he observe (v22)? How would you define religion (v22-23) and how does this contrast to God’s approach (v24-25, 26-27, 29)? 
	Paul observed that the Athenians (Greeks) were very religious in many respects. On Mars Hill in Athens they had altars to nearly every god imaginable, and even had one to “an unknown god”. This caught Paul’s attention, as it illustrated their desire to be in a right relationship with God, although they didn’t actually know it. Religion is man’s best efforts to get into a right relationship with God, but since we are sinful and finite, we cannot possibly facilitate this relationship beginning with ourselves. God’s approach is draw man into relationship with Himself by setting it up so that this would most naturally happen. First, God created from one all nations on the earth – so that the story of God would theoretically be handed down from Adam forward. Secondly, God placed the nations into specific geographic regions at the optimum times to most likely lead them to seek Him, although their best efforts would be like a man groping in the dark. Man would make his own images of god and thus all would fall short since God is not metal or wood or other material objects, but He is a person like human beings. The difference in approach between man’s religion and God is that while man is sinful and finite, and thus can’t find God, God is holy and infinite, so that He desires to draw us into relationship with Him and is able to do it. Man tries to find God by religious efforts, while God actually seeks and finds man and draws him into a divine-human relationship.  

	5. Based on 1 Timothy 6:13-16 list the characteristics of God (v13, 15, 16) and what you think these mean. What do these characteristics show that God deserves (v17)? 
	God is the giver of life, the blessed and only Sovereign (King), King of kings, and Lord of lords, the only One who is immortal, and dwells in inapproachable light. No man has or ever will see Him directly. As the giver of life it means that through Him we have eternal life because life is in Him. As the only Sovereign or King, He alone has authority over all powerful people – both kings and lords (anyone in authority). He is immortal – eternal past and future – there has never been and never will be a time that He doesn’t exist. Finally, He is covered by light so that no one can directly approach Him – so, if it weren’t for Jesus we would never have a relationship with God the Father. However, He desires a relationship with us, so in eternity past God the Father, Son and Spirit decided to send Jesus to die for our sins and make us righteous so we could have this relationship. This all shows us that while God is over all and is by nature separate from us, He has done what is necessary to draw us into a relationship with Himself. Thus He deserves honor and eternal dominion. 

	6. How do these 3 passages—2 Cor 13:14, Matt 28:20, and Is 48:16 show that God is three persons but one nature? Why does this matter? As the triune God what did He do (Gen 1:1-2, 26)?
	All of these passages name each person of the Trinity. In 2 Cor 13:14 it is the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit that is referenced. In Matt 28:20 followers of Jesus are to be baptized in the Name (singular) of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, showing that while there is one God He exists simultaneously as three persons. Finally, in Is 48:18 the Servant is speaking, and this refers to Jesus who would come as Messiah. He declares that the Lord God has sent Him and His Spirit, again showing that God is three persons. It is important to understand this because it means that God exists personally in relationship and community – three in one – but that He is also One God, not three gods. Thus, while the Father is God (which we typically have no trouble accepting), Jesus, the Son, is also God and the Holy Spirit is God. The triune God was present at creation – God created all things by His Word (Jesus – see John 1:1-3) and the Spirit was brooding over the waters. Furthermore, God said to Himself that He would make man in “our” (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) image, meaning that man, just like God, is a trinity in unity. He is spirit, soul (intellect, emotions, and will), and body, just as God the Father is Spirit, the Director (the Father) and body (the Son incarnate). Also, the image of God in man means that he was wired for relationship in his very nature. 

	7. From Rom 1:18-20 and Ps 19:1-2 how has God revealed Himself? What other two ways has He been revealed (2 Tim 3:16, John 1:14)? 
	Romans 1:18-20 says that God has revealed Himself since the creation of the world, having been understood by what He has created. This would, of course, refer to all nature as well as the design of creation. What has been revealed is His divine nature and eternal power – both invisible, but obvious. His divine nature is evidenced by the design and sustaining of creation – the order of creation gives evidence that a designer greater than man must have put it in place so that it has been sustained for thousands of years. Furthermore, Psalm 19:1-2 says that the heavens are declaring the glory of God and the skies declare the work of His hands. This is a reference to the sun, moon and stars as they recur with dependable regularity, providing light, warmth and navigational support. This again shows a divine designer, a God who is bigger than even the celestial bodies. Both of these also point to God’s providential care over His creation, leading to the conclusion that this God who is powerful and creatively wise is also good. This type of revelation is called “general” revelation in that it generally reveals God and His nature. There is also “special” revelation which is God’s Word, because it specifics defines the nature and works of God through divinely inspired words. Finally, there is ultimate revelation – God’s Son, called the Word of God, became flesh and dwelt among mankind so that all could behold His glory. This glory was that of the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth, which the nature of God is. This is the ultimate revelation because it is God’s life in action, not just spoken in words. 

	8. Based on Colossians 1:13-20 what is Jesus like and what has He done? Add to this list by looking at  Hebrews 1:1-5. How does this impact you? 
	Jesus, the eternal Son, second person of the Godhead, is described in His glory in Colossians 1. He is beloved of the Father and the source of our redemption because He has purchased our forgiveness through His death on the cross. He is the image (Gr, “eikon”) of the invisible God, meaning that He is the only way that we know what God “looks” like. He is the first-born of all creation, not in that He was actually born, but in the sense that He has the rights and priority of the first-born (an Old Testament double blessing). All things were created by Him – heavens, earth and all things in them, and all angelic beings – and were created for Him. He is before all created things and in Him all things hold together – He keeps everything from falling apart. He is the head of the Body (the church) and He is the beginning – of the church or the new community – since He was the first-born from the dead. He has first place in everything – over all creation and over all God’s new creation. The Father’s pleasure was that all of His fullness would dwell in Him – He is not 1/3 God, but 100% God – and that through Him God would reconcile (exchange enmity for friendship) all things to Himself since peace was made through the blood of His cross. The barrier to friendship with God has been removed in the cross – the debt of sin has been paid – but only those who believe in Jesus and accept His payment for sin will become God’s friends; otherwise they will remain His enemies. In Heb 1 we are told that God has spoken His ultimate Word in His Son who is the heir of all things. This fits with Col 1 that says that all things were made for Him. Also in line with Col 1 is the fact that He is not only the radiance of His glory – the glorious light of God shining forth – but He is also the exact representation of His nature. Furthermore, He is the One who upholds all things by His powerful word, and after making purification for sins is now seated at the right hand of the Majesty on high. His work of redemption and glorifying the Father on earth is now accomplished and He has taken His seat o the throne next to His Father. 

	9. According to Phil 2:5-11 what was Jesus’ humanity like (v5-8) and what is the result (v9-11)? Who did He claim to be as a Jew (Mark 14:61-63)? 
	Jesus, who had existed in the “form” of God, did not consider His eternal equality in heaven as something to be selfishly held onto. Rather, He emptied Himself of His divine prerogatives and took the form of a bond-servant. This shows that the word form doesn’t refer to a physical representation, but to a mental construct. Instead of being in the form of God He took on the form of a servant. As a servant of His Father He took on the likeness of mankind and then further humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, and that by way of a painful and humiliating cross. The result of Jesus’ humiliation as a man is that His Father has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, so that in the future every one will bow before Him and confess that He is Lord to the glory of God the Father. While He was here on earth, during His 3 ½ year public ministry, He claimed to be the Messiah, Son of David, prophesied ruler of Israel. When He was being questioned by the High Priest concerning His identity He was asked if He was “the Christ” (the anointed one, the Messiah), the Son of the blessed One. He replied, “I am”; and went on to quote Daniel 7:13 which was a Messianic prophecy and applied it to Himself. He told the High Priest that he would see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power and coming with the clouds of heaven. Jesus made it clear that He claimed to be the long-awaited Jewish Messiah. 

	10. In John 17:1-3 what did Jesus come to do for mankind? How did He do this (1 Pet 3:18) and what is He doing now for us (Heb 7:24-28)? 
	Just before Jesus went to the cross He prayed for His followers, both then and throughout the ages. He began this prayer by revealing the purpose He had come to accomplish when He left heaven’s glory. He came to give eternal life to all that the Father had given to Him; this eternal life is found by knowing God the Father, the only true God, and Jesus Christ (Himself) whom He has sent. Jesus Christ removed the barrier to knowing God and having eternal life by dying for the sins of man on the cross. 1 Pet 3:18 says that Christ died for sins “once” for “all” – all sins have been potentially paid for by His death in this one act. He was the “just” or righteous One who died for the unjust (unrighteous) that He might bring us to God. Having done this Jesus is now interceding for us as our High Priest. He is seated at the right hand of the Father so that every time Satan accuses us He can plead His blood in our behalf. Our sins are paid for and any accusation that Satan has is empty and groundless. Thus, He saves us forever even though we sin after our initial commitment to Him. He is not only our High Priest, but He is also our sacrifice, having offered Himself for us once for all on the cross. 

	11. Using Rom 8:9-11 who is the Holy Spirit (v9-10) and what does He do (v11)? What are some of His other roles (Rom 8:14-17; John 3:6-7; John 16:7-15)? 
	The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God (v9, 11) and is the Spirit of Christ (v9). Thus He is the Spirit that proceeds from the Father and the Son. The Spirit of God dwells in believers, makes us alive spiritually, and is the One who gives spiritual life to our mortal bodies now and physical life at the resurrection. He also leads believers, gives us a personal, Father-son (“Abba” could be translated “Daddy”) relationship with God, removing our fear of Him, and He testifies to our spirits that we are children of God. He also helps our weakness by interceding for us with groans too deep for words (Rom 8:26). Jesus told Nicodemus that the Holy Spirit is the one who gives us new life spiritually, so that we are born again (also the phrase could be translated “born from above”). Finally, the Spirit is our Helper, or Comforter – one called alongside to help and He is the Spirit of truth. As such He convicts the world regarding their sinfulness, God’s righteousness, and the judgment to come since the ruler of this world (Satan) has already been judged. He guides believers into truth, too, speaking to them whatever He hears God the Father and Son speak. He will reveal the future as necessary, will glorify Jesus, and take everything that is needful for us from Jesus and gives it to us. He is the presence of God the Father and the Son with His people. 

	12. From 1 Cor 12:7-11 what are the gifts that the Holy Spirit gives to the church? What else does He do for every Christian (1 Cor 12:13) and what should the result be (1 Cor 12:12-13)?
	The gifts that Spirit gives to the church are many, some of which are “a word of wisdom”, a “word of knowledge”, “faith”, gifts of healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment of spirits, kinds of tongues, and interpretation of tongues. In other places (1 Cor 12:28-31; Rom 12) He is said to give teaching, administration, service, encouragement, giving, leadership, and mercy to name a few. He is the One who gives to the church every function that they need to carry out the will of Christ, their Head, by empowering the members with gifts that they use to edify the Body. He also baptizes all believers spiritually into the Body so that we are all one. This “baptism” happens at the moment of salvation, thus implying that all believers are to be members of the church – since they are all baptized into one Body. The result, therefore, should be unity among the members even though there is great diversity in ministries, gifts and results. 


