Study Questions for Judges 6-8 – Little Big Man
The Big Idea: God delivers us when we trust in Him, in spite of our recurring pattern of relapsing into idolatry. 
	I. An Unlikely Hero (6:1-32)
	Key Idea: Once God disciplines His people He will often rescue them through the unlikeliest of people. 

	1. Read Judges 6:1-10. Who oppressed Israel next and why (v1)? Describe the conditions (v2, 3-4, 5) and the effect on Israel (v6)? What did they do (v7) and how did God respond (v8-10)? 
	The Midianites, a nomadic tribe from the desert area of Midian, oppressed Israel next because Israel again did evil in the sight of the Lord. They were a formidable foe partly because they used camels in combat, an innovation for war in that day and also because there were so many of them. There power was so great that they drove Israel into dens, caves and strongholds in the mountains. They would come up with the Amalekites against Israel whenever they had sown and take their crops, destroying the produce as far as Gaza. They would also take their sheep, donkeys and oxen. This oppression brought Israel very low, causing them to cry out to God, and He responded to their cry for help. He sent a prophet who, speaking for the Lord, reminded them that it was He who had brought them up from Egyptian slavery and had delivered them from the hand of all their oppressors. He had dispossessed them and given Israel their land, but had told them to not fear the gods of the Amorites were they would live. The problem, though, was not with God, but with them; they had not obeyed Him so He had brought this discipline upon them. 

	2. In 6:11-24 who appeared and how did He address Gideon (v11-12)? What was the conversation between Gideon and the Lord (v13-16)? What did Gideon request for confirmation and what happened (v17-24)? 
	The “Angel of the Lord” came and sat under the oak at Ophrah (not Oprah) west of the Jordan River. This “angel” is seen later (6:22) to be the Lord Himself (the 2nd person of the Trinity, the eternal Son). As Gideon was beating out the wheat in the wine press, hiding from the Midianites, the Lord appeared and called out to him, saying, “The Lord is with you, o valiant warrior”. Gideon wondered why all the bad had happened to Israel if the Lord was with them, and where the miracles were that God had done for them before in Egypt. He declared that the Lord had abandoned them to the hand of Midian. Rather than answering Gideon’s question and doubts the Lord simply “turned towards Him” (the implication is that He looked him in the eye) and told him to go in “this” your strength and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian, because He had sent him. His strength was that the Lord was sending him. Immediately Gideon doubted, much like Moses at the burning bush, and asked how he would deliver Israel since his family was the least in Manasseh and he was the youngest in his family – as if that had anything to do with it. The Lord told him that “surely” He would be with him and that he would defeat Midian as one man (Israel would be united). Gideon accepted this, but desired confirmation since it seemed unimaginable; so he asked if the Lord would favor him by giving him a sign that it was truly the Lord speaking to him. Asking him to remain until he returned, the Lord agreed, and Gideon went to prepare a young goat with unleavened bread and brought them in a pot with broth to the oak where they were conversing. The Lord told him to take the meat and unleavened bread and lay them on a rock and to pour the broth over them. The angel of the Lord then put out the end of His staff, touching the meat and bread, and fire sprang up from the rock, consuming the meat and bread. Then the angel of the Lord vanished, causing Gideon to bewail that he had seen the Lord face to face. The Lord said, “Peace to you, do not fear; you shall not die”, so Gideon built an altar, naming it “the Lord is Peace”. 

	3. Using 6:25-32 how did the Lord direct Gideon (v25-26) and how did he respond (v27)? What was the people’s reaction (v28-30) and how did his dad answer them (v31-32)? Why was this good? 
	The Lord directed Gideon to take his father’s bull and a second one to pull down his altar to Baal and the Asherah beside it. He was then to build an altar on top of this pagan “stronghold” and offer the second bull on it, using the wood of the Asherah that he cut down. Gideon did as instructed, but did it at night because he was too afraid of the men of the city and his father’s household to do it by day. When they got up the next morning and saw what had happened they asked who had done it and discovered that it was Gideon, Joash’s son. They were so steeped in paganism, though, that they told Joash to bring him out so they could kill him. He refused, asking if they would contend for Baal or deliver Gideon. He said instead that if anyone pled for Baal he would be put death by morning, saying further that if Baal was a god he could contend for himself. Because of this they changed Gideon’s name to Jerubaal, meaning he who contends against Baal, since he had torn down his altar. It was good that Gideon’s dad stood up for him because it indicated that although he had allowed the pagan altar to be there, he was willing for it to be torn down and for Baal to prove that he was a god. It was a turning point for the community against Baal and for the Lord. 

	II. An Unexpected Strategy                 (6:33-8:3)
	Key Idea: God strategy for victory is designed to show that He is responsible for victory, not man. 

	4. From Judges 6:33-40 what occurred (v33),  how did Gideon respond, and why (v34-35)? What did he do next (v36-37, 39) and how did God respond (v38, 40)? Was this evidence of Gideon’s faith or his lack of faith? Why?
	Once again the Midianites and Amalekites, and other sons of the east, gathered to cross over into the valley of Jezreel for their marauding activities. The Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon then and he blew a trumpet, calling his family, the Abiezrites to follow him. He also sent messengers through all of Manasseh, and to Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali and they came up to meet him. God’s promise that they would gather as “one man” was being fulfilled. At this point it was obvious to Gideon that God was using him, but he needed some more confirmation, which is not surprising considering his situation. Gideon requested that God would put dew on a fleece but leave it dry all around it to show that He would indeed deliver Israel through him. When he got up the next morning that very thing had occurred (in fact an entire bowlful of water was squeezed out of it), but at this point the weakness of Gideon’s faith showed more clearly. He asked that God not be angry with him, but would reverse the miracle, leaving the fleece dry and the ground wet. God didn’t upbraid him for this, but instead performed the second miracle for confirmation; as Ps 103:14 says “He is mindful of our frame that we are dust”. It is important to remember that Gideon wasn’t testing God to prove Him wrong, but rather was willing to follow God if he was sure that God was leading him. The testing of God that is condemned in the Bible is that of refusing to believe Him no matter what He shows; this is a sign of rebellion. This type of doubt is more like Thomas’; if he saw the evidence he was ready to believe and trust, which he did. 

	5. Looking at 7:1-8 what was God’s twofold instruction (v3, 4-5) and why (v1-2)? What resulted (v3, 6)? What did God promise (v7) and how did the 300 respond (v8)? 
	The next morning Gideon and the people got up early and camped near the camp of the Midianites. The Lord told Gideon that he had too many people with him to deliver Midian into their hands because Israel would boast that they had done it by their own power. He told Gideon to tell the people that anyone who was afraid should return home from Mt Gilead. When he said this 22,000 left, but 10,000 remained. That was still too many – for the same reason – so God told Gideon to take them to the water to get a drink. All who put their faces down and lapped the water like a dog or knelt to drink were to be sent home, but the rest could fight. Possibly this showed the ones who were really focused on the battle. When he sent all who did this home only 300 were left. He then told Gideon that He would deliver Israel with these 300 so they took their provisions and trumpets into their hands to fight the battle. 

	6. In 7:9-18 what did God tell Gideon and why (v9-10, 11)? What occurred (v12-14) and how was Gideon affected (v15)? What was his strategy and who was it for (v16-18)?
	Gideon was then directed by the Lord to go down that night to the camp of the Midianites, and that if he was afraid to do this alone to take Purah his servant with him. There they would hear what the Midianites were saying about the impending battle and this encour-agement would strengthen his hands to fight. When they went down to the camp it was filled with the enemy as numerous as locusts and with camels as numerous as the sand of the seashore. However, they overheard a man there saying that he had had a dream in which a loaf of barley bread was tumbling into the camp of Midian and struck a tent, turning it upside down and flattening it. His friend interpreted this as nothing less than the sword of Gideon, showing that the God of Israel had given Midian and the entire camp into his hand. The message caused Gideon to bow low in worship to the Lord and when he returned to the Israelite camp he told them to arise for the Lord had indeed given the camp of Midian into their hands. He divided the 300 men into three companies, and put trumpets and pitchers into their hands, with torches inside each pitcher. He told them to follow his lead when they came to the outskirts of the camp; when he and those with him blew their trumpets they were all to blow their trumpets and say, “For the Lord and for Gideon”. This victory would primarily be for the Lord, and secondarily for Gideon.

	7. Based on 7:19-8:3 describe the battle (v19-20, 21-22) and the pursuit (v23-24). What was the twofold outcome (v25, 8:1) and how did Gideon handle the conflict (8:2-3)? 
	When the middle watch (about 10pm) began they blew the trumpets, smashed the pitchers and held the torches in their left hands, with each one crying aloud, “A sword for the Lord and for Gideon”. They stood in their place while the army of the camp ran around crying as they fled the camp. When the trumpets were blown the Lord caused the enemy to all turn on each other and they killed most of them. The men of Israel were then summoned to pursue them and Gideon sent messengers throughout Ephraim, calling them to come down against Midian. When they did this they captured the two leaders of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb, killing Oreb at the rock of Oreb and Zeeb at the wine press of Zeeb, and they brought their heads to Gideon. This positive outcome was somewhat tainted by the next result. When they delivered their heads they complained to Gideon that he had not called them earlier, contending with him vigorously. Gideon told them that he had done nothing compared to them; the “gleanings of Ephraim were better than the vintage wine of Abiezer” in his mind. Thus, his humility caused their anger to subside. 

	III. An Unsurprising Relapse      (8:4-35)
	Key Idea: Because of our desire to feel in control we tend to relapse into idolatry, even after God’s amazing deliverances. 

	8. According to 8:4-17 who was pursued (v4-5) and what happened (v6-7, 8-9, 10-13)? What did Gideon then do (v13-17), and do you think this was right in God’s eyes? 
	As Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian, were pursued by Gideon and the 300 they became weary and asked the men of Succoth for loaves of the bread for them. They refused, so Gideon promised that when he returned he would punish them with thorns and briers. He later did this very thing to the elders of Succoth whom he identified by questioning a youth from their town. Similarly, when he got to Penuel and asked the same thing they also refused, so he promised upon his return to tear down their tower. He later did this, too, and killed the men of the city. As they continued to pursue the two kings with their armies of about 15,000 men (120,000 had already fallen), Gideon went around the camp and attacked it when it was unsuspecting. They routed the army, but the two kings escaped again and continued running. Gideon’s actions, while cruel, were customary for that day. However, they were in Israel, so they may have been fellow Israelites, making these actions suspect. On the other hand they may not have been faithful to the Lord, or they may have been a town that had not been subjugated by Israel, meaning they were still Canaanites. Since nothing is said about these actions in a negative way it was more than likely one of these reasons. Another possibility is that it is another way to show that everyone was simply doing what was “right in their eyes”, rather than conducting themselves by God’s standards. 

	9. Using 8:18-28 what did Gideon ask (v18) and what did he then do (v19-21)? What did Israel then request (v22)? How do you explain his twofold response (v23, 24-26) and what was the outcome (v27)?  
	Gideon asked about the kind of men that these two kings had killed at Tabor and they told him that they were like him, resembling the son of a king. Gideon told them that they were his brothers and that if they had let them live that he would not kill them. But since they had, he told Jether, his firstborn, to arise and kill them which would be a great honor. He was afraid and would not draw his sword, so the kings challenged Gideon to do it himself. He did this very thing and took the crescent ornaments from their necks. The men of Israel then asked Gideon to rule over them, along with his sons and their sons after them – in other words become a kingly dynasty. Gideon refused, saying only the Lord should rule over them, but then he asked everyone to bring an earring to him from their spoil. This was another example of inconsistency, of everyone doing what was right in their own eyes. Gideon had his own code of ethics; he knew the Lord was to be the king, but he allowed himself to receive some personal gain from this victory. So, they threw them all into a garment that had been spread out, and amassed a weight of gold of 1700 shekels (about 42 lb). Gideon then wove this into an ephod and placed it in Ophrah, his city. Sadly, it became an idol and snare to all Israel, who prostituted themselves before it. The outcome of the entire battle was that Israel had peace for forty years, during the days of Gideon. 

	10. Read 8:29-35. What resulted (v28) and then what happened  (v29-32)? How and when did this change (v33-34, 35) and why (v34)? 
	Although the land had peace for 40 years Israel again reverted to idolatry, prostituting themselves before the Baals, making Baal-berith their god. They did not remember the Lord who had delivered them from the hand of their enemies on every side; also, to Gideon’s seventy sons, direct descendants, they failed to show kindness, in spite of the good Gideon had done for Israel. He also had a son by a concubine, Abimelech, who would be the cause of this unkindness, as chapter 9 will show. As was usually the case after the judge died, all of this occurred after the death of Gideon.   

	11 Looking back over 6-8 why was Gideon an unlikely hero and how was God’s strategy unexpected? Why do you think He did it this way and how can you apply that in your life? Explain Israel’s relapse and how that is like us so often. 
	Gideon was the youngest of his family, and his family was the least of the tribe of Manasseh. He had only a little faith, but God used this “little big man” to accomplish victory. His strategy was also unexpected; He used only 300 to kill an army of 135,000 who also had camels to fight with. This all shows that God is able to give victory out of the most unlikely of scenarios because it is about His strength and wisdom rather than those who do the fighting. All we have to do is to trust Him and engage the enemy. It is amazing that God continues to fight for us when we continue to relapse into our idols, but we do this because it gives us the sense that we are in control. When Israel was delivered then they became complacent and went back to their old ways. It will never work long-term but for a while our sinful nature is deceived into thinking it can get away with this. 


