Daily Study Questions for Ecclesiastes 4-6
The Big Idea: To get the most out of life here we must have healthy relationships, be respectful towards God and human authority, and accept the limitations of money. 
	I. Healthy Relationships (4:1-16)
	Key Idea: Because life here is difficult we must engage in healthy relationships to get the most out of it. 

	1. Read Eccl 4:1-6. What two common experiences does everyone face (v1, 4)? What does that say about life on this planet without God (v2-3, 5)? What principle should we follow (v6)? 
	Everyone experiences the need for comfort, whether they are the ones who are oppressed, or the oppressors. The oppressed need comfort because life is hard and oppression hurts deep within – it makes us feel devalued and less than. But oppressors have a deep gnawing within because they are mistreating their fellow man; in one sense when I hurt others I am hurting myself because we are all connected. The other experience that we have in common is competition – viewed strictly from the perspective of this life all that we do is the result of rivalry, or getting ahead of those around us. This is just reality as Solomon observed it. Life on this planet, therefore, is comfortless and full of strife, and it seems it would be easier to just not have to face it. This is a difficult existence. Since the option of checking out is not a good one, the better principle to follow is to seek inner peace and rest, rather than constant labor and striving for more. 

	2. In 4:7-12 what is life like trying to do it by ourselves (v7-8, 10, 11, 12)? What are the advantages of partnerships (v9, 10, 11, 12)? 
	When we try to do life by ourselves it is really pointless because we have no one to share it with. Also, by ourselves if we fall there is no one there to pick us up, if we get cold when we lie down there is no one to warm us up, and if we get overpowered there is no one there to come to our rescue. Conversely, the advantages of having a partner (friend, spouse, associate) are a better return for our labor because the sum is greater than the parts at times. While people do figure out how to do things on their own they are not nearly as efficient as they are with a partner. Also, with a partner we have someone to help us overcome our failures, someone to bring warmth into our lives, and someone to support us when we encounter difficulties in life. A partnership enables us to endure much longer than we can by ourselves. 

	3. From 4:13-16 what unfair thing occurs to leaders (v13-15, 16) and what does this say about human nature? How should leaders respond to this truth (v13)? 
	Although it seems unfair people always clamor for a new leader and act like the current leader is worthless. Even when an unexpected person (a lad coming out of prison to become king who has no background in nobility) gets into the new position most people seem to think he is the greatest thing since sliced bread. After a while, though, a second lad who replaces him will be considered the best, and the first lad will be considered worthless. This will go on and on, and leaders would be wise to remain teachable and not full of themselves. They have risen to prominence because of the demand of human nature for someone new who will fix their problems (for example, the presidential elections). Things that happen to us are often not really about us, but about human nature (and the nature of all things) in general. We always look for someone else to blame for our problems instead of taking responsibility ourselves. 

	II. Healthy Respect (5:1-9)
	Key Idea: We must show respect to God and human authority to get the most out of this life. 

	4. Using Eccl 5:1-7 what attitudes should we have when we approach God (v1, 2-3, 4-6, 7) and why? 
	We should approach God respectfully, as we would anyone who was powerful and over us in authority. Even though He loves us and desires friendship with us (as with Abraham and Moses), still we must not take that relationship for granted and glibly come into His presence. He is the King of the universe and we must approach Him respectfully and honestly. We must listen first, and speak later, and not throw the first thing that comes into our minds out to Him. Many words characterize the fool and indicate a lack of energy and thought to refine what we are asking. Once we have made the request and promise we must be sure to carry it out because only a fool would fail to follow through on a promise made to a king. God is not impressed with our promises but with the integrity and authenticity of our devotion to Him. If we make a vow to God it will be sin if we do not fulfill it, so we would do better to not vow at all until we are sure of what God wants us to do. He is displeased when we fail to carry out what we have promised, and that will result in negative consequences. 

	5. Based on 5:8-9 how should we respond to injustice (v8), and why (8)? Why should we show respect to authorities anyway (v9)? 
	When we see injustice it should not shock us (to be dumbfounded or stunned) because God has set up checks and balances for such things. We sometimes wonder where God is when such things happen, but He has already put into place one ruler over another, and a higher ruler over this ruler, so that no one can ultimately get away with injustice. Rather, we should expect injustice, trust that God has ways of dealing with that through His appointed authorities, and then be thankful for the good that the authorities do on other levels. If a king cultivates the land he is an advantage to the people whom he governs, so we are better off with governmental authority (that sometimes appears, or is, unjust) than without it. An example of this scenario is when people gripe about the injustice in taxation; but even though it seems inequitable, still the tax money is invested in ways that makes our lives easier here on this earth. 

	III. Healthy Riches (5:10-6:12)
	Key Idea: We must accept the limitations of money and enjoy our work if we are to get the most out of this life.

	6. In 5:10-17 what attitudes must we avoid towards money (v10, 12, 13)? Why (v10, 11, 12, 14-17)? What is a better approach (v12) and how should this be applied? 
	We must not love money, because if we do we will never be satisfied with the amount we have. Also, we must not allow the experience of being full to be our goal, because once we get full, we will always be afraid that we won’t be able to maintain that. Finally, we must not hoard money for our security; money can never be a source of security for us because it can be lost in an instant. A better approach is to be content with what we have, and not allow the pursuit of wealth or things to dominate our thoughts. This is essentially what Jesus meant when He said, “Do not worry about tomorrow, for what you shall eat or drink or wear, for the Gentiles (unbelievers) seek these things” (as if they would bring happiness). Neither things, nor more things, can bring satisfaction, peace, or security, so we are better off just to work for a living, enjoy whatever the fruit of that is, and focus on what really matters in life. This doesn’t mean that entrepreneurial pursuits are wrong, but it does mean that we shouldn’t find our meaning in life from the fulfillment of those dreams. 

	7. Read 5:18-20. What gifts does God give us relating to our work (v18, 19, 20)? How does the pursuit of money relate to this? 
	God gives us the gift of being able to eat, drink and enjoy the fruit of our labors each day, so we should receive it gladly. It is also a gift when He empowers someone who has gained riches and wealth to be able to eat from them and receive his reward and rejoice in his labor. This person is different from the first in that he is wealthy, while the first one may be just a laborer. It is more difficult for the one who accumulates wealth to really enjoy it – either it becomes mundane and boring, or else the fear of losing it steals the joy of it. Finally, having a glad heart each day is a gift from God that keeps us from dwelling on the swiftness with which life passes. All of this reveals that money itself does not bring happiness; only God gives happiness when we make money. We should praise him for this. 

	8. From 6:1-6 what some other problems with wealth and honor (v2, 3-5)? What is the one place that all go no matter what (v6), and how should this truth be applied (v6)?
	Another problem with wealth is that the person who earns the wealth may have it given to another – because of oppression or just the circumstances of life. He may also have everything he needs but never be able to truly enjoy it; this is bad because God gives us these things and wants us to enjoy them. Such people may have even a hundred children and live a long life (a thousand years), but they do not allow themselves to enjoy the fruit of their labor. Since everyone goes to the same place (the grave) God gives us this short time here on earth to serve Him and to enjoy. When we try to enjoy it apart from Him we find it impossible, so the very attempt to enjoy life drives us to God. This picture of life under the sun lines up with Paul’s conclusion in 1 Cor 15:32 – if the dead are not raised, then we might as well eat, drink and be merry – for death is the end. It is only when we believe that there is life above the sun (heaven) that we have a higher purpose to live for than just earthly pleasure. However, when we enjoy the reward that God gives us for our labor, He is pleased with that, too, for that can only come from Him. 

	9. Based on 6:7-9 in what sense is the poor man better off than the wealthy (v7, 9)? How should this principle be practiced? 
	The poor man (wise) is better off than the wealthy (fool) because he knows that the pleasure we expect to receive from something is always better than the experience himself. That doesn’t mean we shouldn’t try to have the experience, but it does mean that when we have the experience we shouldn’t be disappointed that it wasn’t quite as good as what we hoped. Also, since the experience is now over we will only have to do it all over again to enjoy it some more. No experience is lasting; only our relationships of love endure forever. So, to expect to have an experience that measures up to the expectation will only lead to frustration. It would be wonderful if it did, but our imagination may be greater than reality.

	10. What truth is given in 6:10-12 (v10), and what questions are asked (v11-12)? What do you think the answers are, and what is the point?
	The truth that “everything that exists has already been named” may mean simply that there is nothing “new” under the sun. On day six of creation Adam named all the animals, and what man is was defined at that time by God. In another sense what exists has already been decreed by God – He has named it – and it cannot be changed. Man cannot dispute with Him (God) who is stronger than he is. His destiny is planned, although mysteriously we still have the ability to choose our course. The first question relating to this is “since there are many words that increase futility, what is the advantage to a man [to dispute with God about the course of his life]?” He can’t change it – it is what it is. So the answer is to simply accept it with peace. The second question is, “who knows what is good for a man in his lifetime, during the few years of his futile life?” Only God knows what is good, so under the sun there is no hope to really know. The answer, then, is to stop worrying about the course of his life and just do the best we can with what we have – and turn to God for direction. The final question is “who can tell a man what will be after him under the sun?” The answer to this is no one on this earth. Again, only God knows what lies ahead, but it is unimportant when it comes to living our life right now.  The important thing is to submit to God, do the best we can to live according to His principles of wisdom, and accept what happens with serenity. 

	11. From Eccl 4-6 describe healthy relationships (chap 4), healthy respect (5:1-9), and healthy riches (5:10-6:12). How would your attitude change if you accepted these truths?
	Healthy relationships provide comfort, support, good return and security and should be characterized by unity rather than competition. We should not be surprised, however, that competition is prevalent everywhere we look. Healthy respect is that which acknowledges the privilege it is to come into God’s presence and the privilege it is to live in a land where there is governmental structure and care. Therefore, we must be thoughtful and sincere when we come into God’s presence, and we must be thankful for the authority God has placed over us in civil government. Finally, we must understand that money can’t buy happiness or security and that the best thing to do is simply enjoy what God has given us. When we accept these truths we are able to live in a way that de-stresses us and allows us to appreciate what we do have. We would have a much more peaceful attitude.


