Nahum 1-3 Daily Study Questions – The Harder They Fall
The Big Idea: It is foolish to oppose God and perpetrate evil on others because God will bring us to judgment when we do. 
	I. Nineveh’s Fall Declared (1)
	Key Idea: Those who oppose God will fall completely because His jealous anger will finally be expressed. 

	1. Read Nahum 1:1-5. How does Nahum describe God (v2, 3a) and how is His power demonstrated (v3b, 4, 5)? 
	The Lord is described as a jealous and avenging God, who is full of wrath for His enemies. He is jealous for His glory and jealous for His people in the good sense. The idea is that those who had led Israel astray into spiritual adultery were now going to be the recipients of God’s wrath and vengeance. God is also slow to anger, but great in power – His patience should not be mistaken for weakness. He will not leave the guilty unpunished – His fury against them is like a mighty wind or great storm in the heavens. He is so powerful that He can simply say the word and the oceans and rivers dry up; fertile fields wither and mountains tremble before Him. The entire earth and its inhabitants are in upheaval in His presence. 

	2. Using 1:6-10 how does the Lord relate to those who oppose Him (v6, 8) and to their plans (v9-10)? How does He relate to those who trust Him (v7)? 
	It is impossible to stand before the Lord’s indignation or endure the burning of His anger. He pours out His wrath like fire and His powerful presence breaks the rocks before Him. Furthermore, He is like an overflowing flood that sweeps away all opposition standing before; they cannot run fast enough to get away from Him because He will pursue them even into the darkness. Also, whatever plan is made against the Lord has no hope of materializing - once He ends it there will not be another opportunity to go against Him. On the other hand those who trust in the Lord know that He is good and a stronghold in which they can take refuge when they experience their day of trouble. 

	3. Looking at 1:11-14 what will happen to the one who had afflicted Israel (v11-12, 13, 14)? Who had they really opposed (v11) and how did He respond (v14)? 
	This one who had afflicted Israel (probably the Assyrian king Sennacherib) was an evil counselor. Because of that although they were at full strength it would do them no good – they would be cut off and pass away so there would be no need for God to continue to afflict them. The yoke of Assyria would be broken from Israel and their name would no longer be perpetuated. Their idols would be cut off and the grave would be Assyria’s destination because they were contemptible. They had really opposed the Lord, Israel’s God, and so He had issued the command regarding them that they would be cut off completely. 

	4. From Nahum 1:15-2:2 what good news was announced (v15, 2:2)? What part was Israel to play in this (2:1)? 
	The good news of peace was announced on the mountains; peace would prevail because the wicked would be cut off completely. Peace, as illustrated by the feasts they would celebrate, is much more than the absence of conflict. It is the ability to enjoy life to fullest, as God intended for it to be enjoyed. God would also restore the splendor of Israel even though they had been devastated by their enemies. Israel was to celebrate their feasts and pay their vows when this happened. For this to occur, though, they needed to man the fortress, watch the road, strengthen their backs and summon all their strength – in other words they were to become engaged in the battle to overcome the enemy. This could only be done in the strength of the Lord, but He would work through them, just as He works through us. 

	II. Nineveh’s Fall Described (2)
	Key Idea: Those who oppose God will receive devastating consequences similar to the evil they have inflicted on others. 

	5. Using 2:3-7 describe Assyria’s army (v3-4).  What would happen to them (v5) and to their capital, Nineveh (v6-7)? 
	Red was the predominant color of the Babylonian army that was coming against Assyria in their capital city of Nineveh. Their shields were red and their warriors were dressed in red. Their chariots would be polished and their warriors would brandish their spears, indicating their readiness for battle. As their chariots dashed wildly in Nineveh there would be chaos; those who had created this same chaos for others would now experience it. Their nobles would stumble in their march as they hurried to the wall to set up their defense. The gates of the rivers going into the city would be opened which would dissolve their palace. Nineveh would permanently be stripped and carried away and all would grieve for her. 

	6.  In 2:8-13 what would the conditions in Nineveh be when they fell (v8, 9, 10)? What is the “before and after” of Nineveh, “the lion” (v11-12, 13)? 
	When Nineveh, which had been a still, refreshing pool of water throughout their history, fell they would run so fast that they would not be able to stop. All their wealth would be completely plundered by their enemies and Nineveh would become a desolate waste. Their hearts would melt, their knees would knock, anguish would fill their bodies, and their faces would grow pale. The lions of Assyria, that were so powerful and protective, providing great security, would now be devoured. Their chariots would be burned up in smoke and there would be no messengers to take the message of Assyria to the nations of their kingdom.  

	III. Nineveh’s Fall Demanded (3)
	Key Idea: Because of Nineveh’s evil actions God would judge them and bring about their fall. 

	7. Read 3:1-7. What was the reason for Nineveh’s fall (v1, 4) and what would be the outcome (v2-3, 5-7)? 
	Nineveh fell because of her bloody violence, her lies, her occult practices, and her adulterous idolatry. The outcome of this would be an invasion by a foreign army (Babylon) who killed so many of them that they would stumble over the dead bodies. Their filth would be exposed to all; they would be such a vile spectacle that no one would mourn for them. 

	8. According to 3:8-11 who Nineveh compared to (v8) and what were they like (v8)? What happened to them (v10) and what will happen to Nineveh (v11)? 
	Nineveh was certainly no better than No-amon (Thebes), the capital city of southern Egypt situated by the waters of the Nile and protected by the sea. She had been supported by Ethiopia, the rest of Egypt, Put and Lubim – but she became an exile. Her little children were dashed to pieces and their nobles were enslaved.  Similarly Assyria would become drunk and hidden (both in attempts to escape reality) seeking refuge from the enemy. 

	9. From 3:12-15a explain the pictures used to show how easy it would be to overthrow Nineveh (v12, 13, 15). What shows the certainty of their fall (v14)? 
	Nineveh’s fortresses were ripe for the picking – like ripe figs that fall off trees when they are touched, so Nineveh’s strongholds would easily be pulled down. Their strongest men would be like weaker women, their gates would be wide open for entrance by the enemy, and they would be consumed by their invaders just as locusts consumed their crops. Their fall was so certain that the best thing for them to do was to prepare themselves for the siege with water and a strengthening of their fortifications. 

	10. Looking at 3:15b-19 what would happen to Nineveh’s traders, their strength (v15b-17), and to their leaders (v18)? What was certain for Nineveh and why (v19)?
	Nineveh’s traders would increase, leaving more wealth to be plundered; their leaders (locusts) would multiply too, but all they would do is strip as many resources as they could before they flew away before the approaching enemy. Their shepherds (leaders), instead of watching their sheep were sleeping; their nobles were lying down while the people were scattered on the mountains with no one to gather them. Unlike the time of Jonah, complete judgment was certain for Nineveh this time because their wound was incurable. Thus, all who heard about them would applaud because they had poured out their evil on everyone. 

	11. Think about the message of Nahum. Why is it foolish to hurt others and oppose God as Assyria did? How can we keep this from happening in our own lives? 
	Although God may overlook evil for a period of time because of His patience, the time will come when He will bring all of our evil actions, words, and thoughts to judgment. He is jealous for His glory and for His people, and when anyone commits spiritual adultery against Him or leads His people away from Him He will eventually seek vengeance on them, pouring out His wrath. We must be diligent to remain devoted to Him and to treat everyone around us with love. This can only happen as we spend time alone with God, asking Him to examine our hearts, and by keeping ourselves in His Word and in relationships of accountability. We must take every thought captive to the obedience of Christ. 


