Daily Study Questions for Numbers 26-31 – The Replacements
The Big Idea: The next generation must be prepared to fulfill their role in building the kingdom. 
	I. Replacing the Old (26-27)
	Key Idea: It is vital that the next generation be adequately prepared to replace the previous one for God’s kingdom. 

	1. Looking at Num 26:1-56 what did the Lord command Moses (v1-4)? How did the census change from 38 years earlier (v51; see Num 2:32)? How would the land be divided (v52-56)? 
	The Lord told Moses to take a census of all the sons who were twenty years and older and able to go to war. All of the tribes’ numbers changed – Simeon, Reuben, Gad, Ephraim and Naphtali decreased a lot, while Issachar, Zebulun, Manasseh, Benjamin and Asher grew a lot, and Judah and Dan grew a little. Overall, the number decreased from 603,550 to 601,730, or a drop of less than .4%. Special mention is made of Dathan and Abiram who were killed in Korah’s rebellion, of Er and Onan who died in Canaan earlier because of their rebellion, and of Zelophehad’s lack of sons because this issue would be dealt with shortly in the apportionment of Canaan. The land was to be divided among these tribes according to their size; the bigger tribes would receive a greater apportionment of the land, while the smaller tribes would receive less land area. However, the areas where they would settle would be determined by the casting of lots. 

	2. In 26:57-65 how did the number of the Levites change (v62, see Num 3:39)? Who was left from the first generation (v64-65)? What does the size of both populations show about Gods’ power? 
	The number of Levites increased 23,000, one thousand more than before. The only ones left from the first generation were Caleb, of the tribe of Judah, and Joshua, the son of Nun. The comparable size of the first and second generations shows the mighty power of God to preserve the nation of Israel, since although 603,548 of the first generation of sons twenty years old and up died, there was still a population of 601,730 of male warriors at least twenty years old in the second generation. 

	3. Using 27:1-11 what inheritance issue arose (v1-4) and what did Moses do (v5)? What was the Lord’s specific (v6-7) and general (v8-11) answer? Why was this important? 
	Since Zelophehad, the father of Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah, died in the wilderness, and they had no brothers, they contended that they shouldn’t have their family’s right to inheritance in Canaan withdrawn. Moses brought their case before the Lord and He told him that the daughters were right in their statements. They were to receive the inheritance of their father’s land so that it remained in their family. This specific application became a general policy in Israel, that a man’s family would retain title to his property no matter what. The order of transfer was first, that if a man died without sons his inheritance would be transferred to his daughter, but if he had no daughter then his brothers would receive it. If he had no brothers then his father’s brothers were next in line, and if there were none of these, then the nearest relative in the family would receive title to the property. This all mattered in Israel because each family’s property was permanently given to them by lot; even if it were transferred to someone else for various reasons, in the year of Jubilee it would return to them. It was theirs by divine appointment. 

	4. From Num 27:12-23 what did the Lord tell Moses (v12-14) and what was his concern (v15-17)? What was God’s answer (v18-19, 20, 21) and Moses’ response (v22-23)? Apply. 
	The Lord told Moses to go up to the mountain of Abarim and see the land He had given to Israel. After this he would die, just as Aaron did, because of their rebellion against God in the wilderness of Zin (Meribah). When they struck the rock twice instead of speaking to it as God had told them, they did not respect His holiness; thus, they were punished by not being able to enter Canaan. When Moses heard this he was mostly concerned about who would take his place, caring for Israel as he had done. He wanted someone to go out and come in before them, leading them out and bringing them in so they wouldn’t be like sheep without a shepherd. He referred to the LORD as the God of the spirits of all flesh, as he had when seeking to spare the congregation for Korah’s rebellion. This was an appeal to God’s compassion, just as Moses had compassion for these “sheep” (and Jesus did, as Matt 9:36 shows). God answered Moses’ request by appointing Joshua, in whom was His Spirit, to replace him. Moses was to lay his hand on him and have him stand before Eleazar, the priest, and the congregation so he could be commissioned in their sight. Thus, Moses was to place some of his authority on him so that the congregation of Israel would obey him. However, unlike Moses who went directly to God for answers, Joshua would go to Eleazar, who would inquire by the judgment of the Urim to discover God’s will. This is the way all spiritual leaders should be; when they pass from the scene they should do all they can to insure that the next generation is cared for. This happens when a leader is prepared and when God is implored to replace them. We must be driven by our concern for God’s kingdom after our time in a certain situation, or in life itself, is over.  

	II. Reviewing the Responsibilities (28-30)
	Key Idea: We are responsible to obey God, keep our word to Him, and submit to the authorities set over us. 

	5. In 28:1-31 what days were the offerings to be made in the first part of the Jewish year and what were they (v1-8, 9-10, 11-15, 16-25, 26-31)? 
	The continual burnt offering in morning and evening was to be two male lambs one year old without defect. These were each to be offered with a tenth of an ephah of fine flour, mixed with ¼ hin of beaten oil. The libation of wine should be ¼ of a hin with each lamb. On the sabbath two male lambs a year old without defect were to be offered with 2/10 an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, and with a libation. These were in addition to the daily burnt offerings. On the first of each month a burnt offering was to be made with two bulls, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old without defect, along with 3/10 an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for each bull, 2/10 an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for the ram, and 1/10 an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for each lamb. The libations would be ½ hin of wine for the bull, 1/3 hin of wine for the ram, and ¼ hin of wine for each lamb. In addition a goat for a sin offering should be offered with its libation. Then, on the fourteenth of the first month would be Passover, followed by the fifteenth through 21st days of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. A burnt offering of two bulls, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old without defect were to be offered with the same grain offerings as on the first of the month. Each day these offerings would be made in addition to the burnt offering. The last offerings of the first part of the year would be the offering of first fruits (Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost), fifty days after Passover. This would correspond to the grain harvest in the spring and this offering would be accompanied by two young bulls, one ram and seven male lambs a year old. The grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil would be 3/10 an ephah for each bull, 2/10 for each ram, and a tenth for each lamb. Also a male goat to make atonement would also be offered. These would all have the accompanying libations. 

	6. Using 29:1-40 what were the days and offerings in the 2nd part of the year (v1-6, 7-11, 12-38). Were these optional (v39-40) and how does this strike you compared to us today?
	Starting in the seventh month there would be a holy convocation on the first day in which no work was done. The additional burnt offering would be one bull, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old without defect. The grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil would be 3/10 an ephah for each bull, 2/10 for each ram, and a tenth for each lamb. Also a male goat to make atonement would also be offered. These would all have the accompanying libations. On the tenth of the month there would be the same sacrifices – this was the Day of Atonement – and then on the fifteenth of the month an eight day feast would begin, the Feast of Tabernacles. On the fifteen day 13 bulls, 2 rams, and 14 male lambs a year old without defect would be offered with the standard accompanying grain and oil offerings with their libations. A male goat as a sin offering for atonement would be offered, too. This would all be the same on the next seven days, except the number of bulls would decrease each day - 12 bulls on the 16th day, 11 bulls on the 17th day, etc until the 21st day, on which only 7 bulls would be sacrificed. Then, on the eighth day one bull, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old without defect would be sacrificed with their typical grain offerings and libations. These offerings were all commanded at their appointed times besides their votive (vow) and freewill offerings. This was an overwhelming amount of sacrifice and offerings that was to be maintained to be able to fellowship with God – showing how blessed we are that Christ has taken care of this once for all time in His offering to God on the cross. 

	7. According to 30:1-16 what vows were binding (v1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 9, 10-11, 14) and what could be released (v5, 8, 12, 13)? What principle is being affirmed (v13, 15, 16)? 
	Vows that a man made were binding, and vows that his wife or daughter made in his house that he did not overturn were binding. If a daughter had made a vow that her husband heard and he said nothing then she was bound by it; if, however, he forbade what she vowed then she would be released. Widows and divorced women were bound by vows that they had made, unless their husband had heard it and overturned it. The basic principle was that men were the final authority in their homes, so their vows were binding, as was their affirmation or release of vows made by women – wives or daughters – under their authority. This also shows, though, that adult women who were not married were not under the authority of other men; it was strictly related to their family relationship. 

	III. Revenge on Midian (31)
	Key Idea: Those who harm God’s people will be brought to justice in God’s timing. 

	8. From 31:1-18 what was God’s command (v1-2) and Moses’ response (v3, 4-5, 6)? What happened (v7-8, 9, 10, 11-12) and how did Moses react (v13-14, 17-18)? Why (v15-16)?
	God commanded Moses to take full vengeance on the Midianites for their role in causing Israel to stumble. Moses was to take a thousand warriors from each tribe who were to go with Phineas and the holy vessels to make war on Midian. They killed every male and the five kings of Midian, plus Balaam, son of Beor. They captured their women, children, livestock and spoils and burned their cities. They brought all the people, animals and goods to Moses and Eleazar, and the congregation that were camped on the plains of Moab. Moses was angry that they had spared the women who had led Israel into sexual immorality through the counsel of Balaam, and he told them to kill every male child and every woman who had had sexual relations. The virgins were spared, so that no foreign uncleanness might touch the sons of Israel (because of the males). 

	9. Based on 31:19-47 what had to be purified (v19-20, 21-24) and why (v19)? How were the spoils divided (v25-27) and what went to the Lord (v28-29, 30-31)? What were the amounts of spoil and levy (v32-41, 42-47)? 
	They were all to camp outside the camp for seven days because they had contacted death through the fatalities of war; they were also to purify all their garments and articles of leather, goat’s hair, and wood. Everything that could was to pass through the fire for cleansing, and then cleansed with the “holy” water. That which couldn’t go through fire was just cleansed with the water of purification. Their clothes were to be washed on the seventh day and then they could enter the camp. The spoils were to be divided between the warriors and those who stayed behind since both were important aspects of the battle. There was also to be a tax to the Lord (for the priests) of one out of every fifty persons, cattle, donkeys, and sheep for every man that went to war since He enabled them to be victorious, as well as for all those who stayed behind, and this half was to be for the Levites. The spoils were 675,000 sheep, 72,000 cattle, 61,000 donkeys, and 32,000 women who were virgins. The levy to the Lord for priests, and Levites, was 675 sheep each, 72 cattle each, 61 donkeys each, and 32 women each (the priests and Levites got to marry). 

	10. In 31:48-54 what did the army captains discover (v48-49) and how did they respond (v50-53)? Why did they do this (v54)? How can we imitate this? 
	The officers over the thousand man units came to Moses and told him they had taken a census of everyone who fought the Midianites, and none of them were missing. Because of this they took a freewill offering of gold, armlets, bracelets, signet rings, earrings and necklaces to make atonement for themselves before the Lord. The total amount of this was 16,750 shekels and it was given to Eleazar to put into the tent of meeting as a memorial to the Lord. We must always, like they, realize that any victory we have is from the Lord, and not because we deserve it. We are sinful, fallen creatures who are not strong enough to defeat the enemy in our own strength. It is only by God’s grace that it occurs, so we must show outward expressions of gratitude to Him. 

	11. Summarize from Num 26-31 how all the “loose ends” were being tied up as Israel neared Canaan (26; 27:1-11, 12-23; 28-29; 30; 31). Why did these need to done and what does this teach us? 
	There had to be a new census so that the land could be properly divided and the inheritance laws had to be clarified so that everyone would retain their possession appointed by God. There had to be successor to Moses (Joshua) whom would carry on with the same shepherding heart as Moses had. The offerings that would occur once they were in the land had to be detailed as well as the affirmation that vows mattered and must be kept. Finally, the Midianites had to be punished for their deception of Israel. This all shows that God is a God of completion; He finishes what He starts and intends for us to do the same. No man having put his hand to the plow and looking back is fit for the kingdom of heaven (Lu 9:62).


