Study Questions for Judges 17-18 – Trouble Comes in Threes
The Big Idea: When we fail to know God’s thoughts we make foolish decisions that result in wrong actions. 
	I. Three Poor Decisions (17:1-9)
	Key Idea: When we only follow what is right in our own eyes we are doomed to make poor decisions. 

	1. Read Judges 17:1-2. What had Micah done and how did he try to make it right (v2)? Why do you think he did (v2)? What was his mother’s response (v2) and do you agree with it? 
	Micah, who apparently lived only with his mother (see 17:10) and was an Ephraimite, had stolen 1100 pieces of silver from her (about $2500 in 1967). When he heard his mother pronounce a curse on whoever had stolen it he confessed his sin to her, to which his mother replied with a blessing on him for his confession. This entire story is riddled with superstition and self-direction, rather than following the Lord in heart-felt obedience. Probably, then, he only wanted to avoid the curse which he supposed carried a power in and of itself. His mother, glad to get her money back and eager to make her son feel good, blessed him. This blessing wasn’t carefully considered, though, because her son did not confess the sin, but only returned the money to avoid the curse. She should have merely said “thank you” to God, rather than blessing her son. 

	2. In 17:3-6 what did Micah’s mother do with the silver (v3) and how did Micah respond (v4)? What else did he do (v5) and why (v6)? List the sins in these verses. 
	The evidence that Micah’s mother had little biblical understanding is seen in the fact that she dedicated 200 pieces of the silver to the Lord for Micah to make a graven image and a molten image. This was a sin, a violation of the 2nd commandment; it was similar to the confusion of Israel in the wilderness when they made a molten calf to worship as the “god” who brought them out of Egypt (Ex 32:4). Micah also responded sinfully by using these two images to set up a shrine; he also made an ephod and household idols, also sins, and consecrated one of his sons to be a priest, a violation of God’s establishment of the tribe of Levi as the priestly tribe. They did all of this, of course, because it seemed “right in their own eyes”. They had no physical king to guide them into the ways of the Lord (even though the Lord Himself was their true king, 1 Sam 8:7). 

	3. From 17:7-9 who entered Micah’s story (v7) and what did he do (v8)? Why had he done this (v9) and why was this wrong (see Josh 21:1-8)? 
	A young man from Bethlehem, who was a Levite living with the family of Judah, left that place and began to search for another place, stopping in the house of Micah in the hill country of Ephraim. When Micah asked him where he was from he told him that he was from Bethlehem in Judah and that he was going wherever he might find a place. Since the Levites had been assigned their location in the Joshua’s allotment, he was wrong to go searching for a better “deal”, much like pastors today he look for churches to pastor that provide a better situation for them. He was an opportunist, rather than a devoted man of God, as the unfolding story will reveal. 

	III. Three Poor Perspectives (17:10-18:14)
	Key Idea: Our perspective will mislead us when we view religion and circumstances as God’s will, even though they violate His Word. 

	4. From Judges 17:10-13 what was Micah’s invitation and offer (v10)? How did the Levite respond (v11)? What else did Micah do and what did he expect (v12-13)? Why was this wrong, and how do we do this today?  
	Micah invited the Levite to be his “father” and priest, and in return he would give him ten pieces of silver a year, a suit of clothes, and his daily maintenance. This sounded like a good deal to the Levite, so he “relocated’ his ministry to the hill country of Ephraim from Bethlehem. As he lived with Micah he became like one of Micah’s sons, a reversal from what Micah had asked, as well as his personal priest. This was exciting to him since he believed that since he had an “official” priest God would be bound to prosper him. This entire episode smacks of greed and attempted manipulation of God. Micah was “using” the priest, the priest was using Micah, and they were both trying to use God. We do the same with our prayers oftentimes, when we ask God for what we want and disregard His will. We also engage in the ritual of certain practices – going to church, having a quiet time, praying, reading the Bible, tithing, serving – thinking it will force God to bless us. Since God is a real person and not merely religious superstition, this does not work; rather, He is offended by it as many of the Old Testament prophets (and Jesus) reveal. 

	5. Using 18:1-6 what was the Danite tribe doing (v1-2) and why (see Jud 1:34-35)? Why was this wrong (Josh 19:40-46)? What did they discover (v3) and then discuss (v4-6)?
	The tribe of Dan was unhappy with their allotment from the Lord, which they had not possessed, probably because they had been forced to live in the hills by the Amorites who were too strong to overcome. This was wrong because God had given this land to them by lot and it was His will for them to possess it. In spite of this they began to look for a better place to live, one which would be more easily taken from its inhabitants. They sent five men from their family to spy out the land and on their way they passed through the hill country of Ephraim, coming to the house of Micah. As they neared his house they recognized the voice of the Levite and asked him how he came to be in that place. The Levite related the story of his “hire” by Micah, and then they asked if he would inquire of God (not the Lord) to find out if their journey would be prosperous. The Levite told them (seemingly very quickly) that they should go in peace because the way in which they were going had the Lord’s approval. 

	6. According to 18:7-10 where did the spies find out (v7) and what did they do with this information (v8-9)? Why (v9-10)? Was their analysis right? 
	The spies came across Laish in northern Israel and discovered a people living in security with little defense. They had no ruler humiliating them for anything in the land, were far away from the Sidonians, and there was no one else with whom they had dealings. This was the perfect set up for the tribe of Dan. The spies returned and reported their findings to their brothers, telling them that they should arise and go against them. The land was very good and spacious and lacked nothing they needed; obviously God had given it into their hands. This information and analysis seemed right from a logical standpoint, but it was in direct violation of God’s revealed will. His plan was for them to possess His original allotment, and He did not want to them to merely destroy a people because they had the power to do so, or for selfish gain. This again shows that we must not simply do what seems to make sense because our sight is so limited and tainted by our fallen, selfish natures. 

	7. In 18:11-14 what did the Danites do next (v11-12) and where did they stop (v13)? What did the 5 spies tell them (v14) and what were they urging? 
	Upon this advice the family of the Danites, six hundred men armed with weapons, set out for Laish, and then stopped at the house of Micah in the hill country of Ephraim. When they did the five spies informed them that in the house of Micah were an ephod (priestly vestment that was probably treated like a divining rod), household idols, and a graven and molten image. They told them that they should consider what they should do about this, i.e., whether they should take them or not. 

	III. Three Poor Actions (18:15-31)
	Key Idea: Poor perspectives lead to bad decisions, which, in turn, result in wrong actions. 

	8. Based on 18:15-20 how did the Danites respond (v15-16) and what did they do (v17)? What did they tell the priest (v18-19) and how did he react (v20)? Do you agree with him? 
	They decided to stop at the house of the young Levite and asked how he was doing, while the 600 fully armed Danites stood at the city gate. After they took the priest to the city gate the five spies broke into Micah’s house and stole the carved image, the ephod, the household idols and the metal, or molten, image. When the priest asked them what they were doing they told him to shut up, put his hand over his mouth, and come with them so that he could be their adviser and priest. They asked if it would not be better for him to be a priest for a whole Israelite tribe than for just one man’s family. The priest was happy when he thought about this and took the ephod, personal idols and carved image and joined the group. He showed his true colors again, that he was only an opportunist, doing a job, and not a real man of God. His appointment from God was Bethlehem (if that was even his original place), but his loyalty lay with Micah’s family. So, he was being disobedient and disloyal, all for the sake of fame and money. 

	9. Read 18:21-26. What did Micah do and ask (v21-22) and what was Dan’s initial reaction (v23)? What did Micah say (v24) and what was Dan’s threat (v25)? What did Micah then do and why (v26)? 
	When Micah realized what had happened he gathered his neighbors and they pursued the Danites. When they caught up and called out to them the Danites asked them why they had gathered together, and Micah told them that they had stolen the gods he had made, along with his priest. He asked how they could have the audacity to ask this question in life of their actions. The Danites told him that if he said another word some very angry men would attack them and his kill his family. Realizing the truth of this, because the men were too strong to resist, Micah turned and went back home while the Danites continued on to Laish. 

	10. According to 18:27-31 what did Dan do to Laish (v27-28)? What else did they do (v29, 30-31)? How and why were their actions wrong (v27-28, 29, 30, 31)?
	When Dan got to Laish, which was undisturbed and unsuspecting of the intentions of the Danites, they struck them down with the sword and burned the city. No one came to their rescue since they were far from the Sidonians and had dealings with no one else. With the conquest complete the Danites rebuilt the city in the valley and occupied it. They renamed the city Dan after their tribal leader, although in actuality it was Laish. They continued to worship the carved image there and Jonathan and his descendants served as priests until Dan was taken into exile many years later. This story reveals the sinful actions of Dan; they stole another man’s property, the slaughtered innocent people, left their divinely appointed possession, worshiped false gods, and followed a false priest. They had hit bottom, like everyone else, because they did what was right in their own eyes. 

	11 Summarize the poor decisions (17:1-9), perspectives (17:10-18:16), and actions (18:11-31) of Micah, the Levite, and Dan in this section. 
	Micah stole money, then collaborated with his mother to set up idolatrous worship, and the young Levite left his home to find a more advantageous place to perform his priestly duties. The poor perspectives were seen in the case of Micah, who hired an “official”  priest thinking God would have to bless him, in the case of the Danites who thought God had blessed them by revealing the vulnerable city of Laish to them to conquer, and in the case of the Levite who thought it would be better to be the priest of a entire tribe rather than of a mere family. He disregarded God’s will and did what seemed right to him. Finally, the actions of all in these chapters were wrong. Micah was a thief, he and his mother, as well as the Danites, were all idolaters, the Danites slaughtered innocent people and left their appointed possession from God for “greener pastures”, and the young priest was an opportunist who “served” God for what he could get from it, rather than from a pure and loyal heart. This story shows how deeply corrupted Israel was in those days and how badly they needed a good king to guide them into the truth. 


