Daily Study Questions for Ecclesiastes 11-12

The Big Idea: It is good to gain wisdom because it sees us through our labor, our life’s seasons, and prepares us for eternity.
	I. Wisdom’s Value for Work (11:1-6)
	Key Idea: Wisdom teaches us to work whenever we can and to invest, rather than hoard, the financial gain that comes from that. 

	1. Read Eccl 11:1-2. What should we do with our money [bread] (v1, 2) and what will the result be? How do most people approach their money? 
	The picture that is given in verse 1 is that of how things thrown out into the sea from the shore return after many days because the tide brings them back. This may be a picture of putting grain on a ship for the sake of financial gain, and after many days it comes back with a good return. Coupled with the directive to divide one’s “portion” among seven or eight people since we don’t know what sudden reversals of fortune may occur in a certain area, it would seem that the way we are to handle our finances is in view. This means, then, that we are to first invest our money, even though there is some risk, if we want to have a gain from it, and then, secondly, we are diversify it to obtain maximum safety for it. Besides spending a great portion of their money, most people simply sit on their money and guard it with their life. But rather than hoarding it, there are two things we should do with our money - investment and diversification. This can be done with our savings and it can be done by giving to eternal causes. This forms the triad of financial stewardship – spending, saving, and giving. Each should be done with a view to maximum return on the money, which is always an eternal return. Thus, we should spend, save, and give with an eternal perspective.

	2. In 11:3-4 what reality is given (v3), and how people often respond to this (v4)? How should we respond? 
	There are irrefutable natural laws, such as when clouds are full of rain then rain will fall, or wherever a tree falls, there it lies. In other words we can’t reverse some things; but we must not let this fact paralyze us into inactivity. It is easy to say “whatever will be will be” or conditions just aren’t right for labor and use this as an excuse for doing nothing. What we should do is our part, which is to engage in productive labor, and leave the results in God’s hands. 

	3. From 11:5-6 what is another reality that people often use an excuse for irresponsibility (v5)? What is a more effective approach to life (v6)?  
	Another reality is that we don’t understand how some things work (like how a baby is formed in the womb or the path of the wind) – they just do because God made them work that way. Even though we don’t understand how things work sometimes, we should still observe the fact that they do work that way and follow the observable traits of nature. We should therefore plant our seed whenever we can since we don’t always know when the best time will be. God may bless us at any time when we engage in responsible activity; but when we do nothing, that is exactly the result we will get.  

	II. Wisdom’s Value for Life’s Seasons (11:7-12:8)
	Key Idea: Wisdom directs us to enjoy our youth while we can and use it for God, and to be at peace with the advent of old age and death. 

	4. Using Eccl 11:7-8 what should be our attitude towards life (v7-8), especially in light of what fact (v8b)? 
	We should always be grateful for the light of the day, when things are pleasant, and enjoy all such days – especially in view of the fact that there inevitably will be many days that seem very dark. The older we get the more likely it is that life will be difficult, so we much enjoy life while we can – this is wisdom from God. 

	5. Based on 11:9-10 how should we set our course for life when young (v9-10)? As we do, what caution must we follow (v9c)? Who does this apply to? 
	We should follow the impulses or desires of our heart when we are young but always with the understanding that we must answer to God for our thoughts, words and actions. This is safe since God gave us our desires as a means of guidance, and if we “delight ourselves in Him He will give us the desires of our hearts” (Ps 37:4). This applies specifically to those who are in the “prime of life” physically, but since “youth” is a relative term, in general it is anyone who is healthy and still able to do most of what they have always been able to do. 

	6. According to 12:1-2 how should we approach life when young (v1) and why (v1-2)? Looking at 11:9-12:2 what does this say about how adults should treat youth? 
	Our youth is a time to grow spiritually as well as in every other way. When we are young there is more energy and time and less outside respon-          sibility to allow us to serve God fruitfully. This is born out by the historical fact that many of the great spiritual awakenings have begun with the young adults of that era. Even today there is a great movement towards God on college campuses; young people’s hearts are ripe to be captured for the cause of Christ, in spite of all the negative press that young adults receive. So, overall 11:9-12:2 should shape our approach to youth in a couple of ways. First, even though children are to learn responsibility as they mature, in childhood they are not to have adult requirements. So children should be allowed to be children (although they, too, will answer to God for their actions), gradually assuming more and more responsibility until they become independent adults. But secondly, our youth are a great resource for the kingdom and must be encouraged to “step up” for the cause of Christ.

	7. In 12:3-5 list the different word pictures. What do you think each corresponds to as it describes the characteristics of old age?
	The first word picture relating to old age is an approaching storm – one can no longer “play outside” when the rain begins to fall. In old age we will no longer be able to do all the fun things we were able to do at one time. In that day the “watchmen of the house” (the arms and hands) will tremble, the mighty men (the shoulders) will stoop, the grinding ones are few (few teeth), those who look through the windows grow dim (bad eyesight), the doors on the street are shut as the sound of the grinding mill is low (going to bed early and one’s hearing is poor), one will arise at the sound of the bird (getting up early) and the daughters of song will sing softly, or be brought low (having to get close to someone to hear them, or the inability to hear high pitched frequency), fear of high places and terrors of bandits, the almond tree blossoms (white hair), the grasshopper drags himself along (impaired mobility), and the caperberry is ineffective (the difficulty of having enough energy, although some relate this to diminished sex drive). 

	8. Read 12:6-8. Of what impending event must we be aware (v7) and how does this make us feel (v8)? How should we respond (v6)? 
	We must all face death one day – the picture is that of a golden bowl (of fruit probably) suspended by a silver cord, and that of a pitcher beside a well, or of a wheel by a cistern (that holds water). If the silver cord breaks the bowl of fruit is shattered; if the pitcher smashed then it can no longer hold the “water of life”, and if the wheel by the cistern is crushed it no longer has the ability to draw the water of life out of the cistern. All of these show us that one day our ability to sustain life and fruitfulness will end. At that point we will return to the dust from which we were made (Adam was made from dust directly – Adam is a short form of Adamah, the earth – and we are all made from the cells of Adam’s body, so we are all dust). Then, our spirit will return to God who breathed into man the breath of life, so that the dust became a living being. Therefore, this life is not the end, and it is not something we can hold onto. This life is a preparation for the next, and existence on this earth, if viewed as an end in itself, is nothing but vanity, futility and emptiness. We should respond to this fact by enjoying life here as a gift from God, but realizing that the next life is really what matters. 

	III. Wisdom’s Value for Eternity (12:9-14)
	Key Idea: Wisdom teaches us to prepare for eternity by fearing God and keeping His commandments.  

	9. Based on 12:9-11 what did Solomon do (v9-10), and what is their value (v11)? Where do these principles of wisdom come from (v11)? 
	Solomon taught the people knowledge, and pondered, searched out, and arranged many proverbs. He sought to find delightful words and write words of truth correctly. In other word Solomon compiled proverbs that were true and put them together in a way that would make them readable. Their value is that they “goad”, or prod people into wise action, and they are like well-driven nails that don’t come loose. We can “hang our lives” on them. They are given by one Shepherd – meaning the One behind the earthly wise men – who would be God Himself. It is wise to follow the advice of the One who created everything. 

	10. From 12:12-14 what is Solomon’s conclusion to all his observations about life (v12, 13) and why (v14)? 
	Solomon’s conclusion to his observations about life is that first, simply learning wisdom for the sake of knowledge is misguided. The writing of books (today this would be the explosion of information) is endless and excessive devotion to this learning wearies the body. In light of that the real conclusion is to use wisdom to “fear God and keep His command-ments” because this applies to every person – rich or poor, noble or common. The rationale for this is that God will one day bring every act to judgment, even the hidden ones, whether good or evil. 

	11. Review Eccl 11-12. How does wisdom valuable for our approach to work, the seasons of life, and for eternity? Then pick one big thing you have learned from Ecclesiastes and how you are applying that. 
	Wisdom teaches us to work diligently, to invest the money we accumulate, and to diversify it. This will allow our work to bring us good returns as life goes on. It also teaches us to use our youth wisely – both for fun and for God, and to not be disturbed by the old age that is creeping up on us. It also shows us the reason to meditate on God’s wisdom, which is to live in such a way that God is pleased with us for eternity. One of the important truths from Ecclesiastes is that it honors God when we enjoy the fruit of our labor, because it recognizes that He is the giver of that fruit. We should all enjoy life a little more in a way that gives God the credit for the joy it brings. If all we do as Christians is “keep our nose to the grindstone” we present to the world an attitude that God is a hard taskmaster. The reality is that God constantly blesses us with many good things, and we should enjoy them as He does.  


