Micah 4-7 Daily Study Questions – Brilliant!
The Big Idea: Because of God’s faithfulness we can expect a glorious future with Him and His people. 
	I. A Fantastic Future (Mic 4-5)
	Key Idea: The future for God’s people is bright because the Messiah will defeat their enemies and usher in peace and prosperity for all.

	1. Read Micah 4:1-8. List all the things that will happen in the last days (v1, 2, 3, 4, 6-7, 8)? What will be some of the themes of this age (v1-2, 3-4, 5, 6-7)? 
	In the last days (the millennial kingdom) the “mountain of the house of the Lord” (Jerusalem) will be the supreme authority – in other words everyone on earth will recognize Israel’s authority to rule as the Messiah, Jesus, heads it up. All nations will want to go to Jerusalem to learn from the Messiah about His ways, and how to walk in His paths. His Word will go forth from Jerusalem in those days and He will be the judge for many peoples (tribes, nations, tongues). In that day also everyone will turn their military weapons into tools for harvesting the abundant agricultural growth since they will never be needed for war again. It will be a reign of corporate and personal peace and prosperity, with each person having their own vine and fig tree without fear of anyone to take it from them. God’s people will walk in the name of the Lord forever, through the millennial kingdom and beyond. All the outcasts would be brought back to Jerusalem, the lame would become the remnant of God, and the former dominion of Jerusalem would happen again. The themes of this age will be the supreme authority, wisdom, judgment and desirability of the Messiah, peace, prosperity, faithfulness to God, and the exaltation of the outcasts and lame - those who have been humbled in this life. 

	2. Using 4:9-13 what will happen first to Israel (9-10, 11), but then what will the Lord do (v10, 12, 13)? How should Israel respond (v9, 13)? 
	Before the new Israel is born the old Israel will still experience the consequences of their disobedience. They will be sent out of the city and exiled in Babylon, and many nations would assemble against them and gloat over their misfortune. However, the Lord’s purpose is to restore His people and pass judgment on their enemies; He will gather all of them against Jerusalem so He can tread them out in the winepress of His fierce wrath – at the battle of Armageddon. Israel (and redeemed Gentiles) will be participate with Him in this great victory, pulverizing many peoples and devoting to God all of their unjust gain. Although Israel will at first painfully cry out to God for the consequences of their sin, in the end they will be victorious as they carry out the vengeance of the Lord. 

	3. Looking at 5:1-5a who will rescue Israel (v2) and what will He be like (v2, 4, 5a)? Where will He be born (v2) and why is this significant? Apply. 
	Even though Israel’s enemies would have a measure of success against them (they would smite them on the cheek, referring to the capture of Zedekiah in 586BC) in the end One would come from one of the smallest places in Judah, Bethlehem. This shows us that God’s work can occur no matter how small or insignificant a person (or place) may seem. This was the birthplace of King David, and later of Jesus. This One who would be the ruler of Israel was eternal – past and future. He will shepherd His people, Israel, in the strength of the Lord and in the majesty of His name. He will be great to the ends of the earth and will be the peace of his people. In other words because of His work they will finally be at peace and experience all the blessings that come with that condition. This peace will come because He went to the cross and secured our peace with the Father (see Eph 2:13-17). 

	4. From Micah 5:5b-9 what will God do for Israel when the enemy attacks (v5b-6)? How will Israel be viewed in the last days (v7, 8) and what will they do to their enemies (v9)? 
	Micah uses the Assyrian attack as typical of all enemy attacks against Israel. When they invade Israel they will trample their citadels (fortresses), but God will raise up seven shepherds and eight leaders of men (a picture of perfect leadership). These shepherds will oversee the land of Assyria with the sword, guarding their entrances so that they cannot leave for Israel once they have been driven back. When this occurs in the last days the remnant of Jacob (Israel) will suddenly be everywhere, like dew, which comes from God’s and not man’s permission. This “dew” will be like a lion among beasts of the forest – the nations will respect and honor them, because they will be able to “have their way” with their enemies. They will cut all of them off. 

	5. Using 5:10-15 what will God eliminate from the nations in the last days (v10-11, 12, 13, 14)? What will He do to those who disobey (v15)? 
	In that day God will eliminate the horses and chariots from the nations, tear down their fortifications, cut off their sorceries and idolatry, root out the Asherim (fertility poles) from among them, and destroy their cities. He will execute His fierce wrath on all of the nations that have not obeyed Him. Israel’s enemies will be demolished.  

	II. A Futile Practice (6:1-7:6)
	Key Idea: In spite of God’s grace to His Israel they pursued futility by doing things their own way and disobeying Him. 

	6.  In 6:1-5 what “case” did the Lord have against Israel (v1-3, 4, 5)? How did God do right by Israel regarding Balak and Balaam (see Num 22-24)? 
	Israel had not responded in faithfulness to the Lord’s righteousness and deliverances of them. One example was when Balak, king of Moab, hired a false prophet, Balaam, to curse them. Three times, however, God put words of blessing in his mouth. Even in the face of such protection by God Israel was wearied by Him and refused to acknowledge His good to them with faithful service. God spoke these words in a “mock” courtroom composed of all the mountains – symbolic of the nations of the world. The point is that Israel’s failure to respond in grateful obedience to God was clearly wrong to anyone who would listen. 

	7. Read 6:6-8. What “gifts” are not required by God to come into His presence (v6, 7)? What does He require (v8) and why are these important? 
	God does not require us to come with burnt offerings and sacrifices; He does not want rivers of oil (one of the sacrifices of the Mosaic law). Furthermore, He does not ask for our first-born to atone for our rebelliousness and sin (actually He offered His first-born to atone for our sin). What He does require from us, thus defining them as good in His eyes are three things: to do justice, to love kindness (covenant loyalty), and to walk humbly with our God. These three things capture the nature of God – He does what is right, He is faithful, and He values relationship above everything else. We, too, must pursue justice (doing what is right for each person), be faithful to God and others, and put others ahead of ourselves because we value our relationship with them. 

	8. According to 6:9-16 what was Israel doing wrong (v10-11, 12, 16) and what was God going to do about it in the short term (v13, 14, 15, 16)? 
	Israel was using short measures, unbalanced scales, and false weights to rip people off. These were used to make people think they were getting a certain amount when they really were getting shorted. The rich people of the city were full of violence and the residents were deceitful liars. They were also observing all the repulsive idolatry of the house of Ahab (and Jezebel). Because of this God was going to make them sick and strike them down; they would eat but not be satisfied, sow but not reap, and their garbage would be not be able to be removed, thus defiling everything. In short they would be given up for destruction and derision, and would bear the reproach of God’s people. Even though God would deliver them eventually, they would be disciplined for these evil practices. 

	9. From 7:1-6 what was Micah looking for (v1-2) and what did he find (v2, 3, 4, 5-6)? What can people who trust in man expect (v4-6)? 
	Micah was looking for righteous fruit from God’s people, but just like fruit trees or vines late in the season, there was no fruit to be found. The godly had vanished from the land, there were no upright people, and everyone left was lying in wait to shed innocent blood. They used both hands to do evil, the dispensers of justice all looked for bribes, and the great men simply did what they wanted. The best of men were bad – like briars or hedges of thorns – and the watchmen were so undependable that the enemy would get through and throw the city into confusion. Those closest to them would betray them – best friends, fathers and sons, mothers and daughters, mothers-in-law against daughters-in-law – the members of one’s household would be their enemies. Jesus used this reference to speak of the time of persecution that would come when His people stood up for Him. This all shows that if our trust is in man we are in trouble because apart from the Lord even the best of them will let us down. 

	III. A Faithful Premise (7:7-20)
	Key Idea: Because of the Lord’s character, if we trust in Him and pray we can expect His deliverance when His time is right. 

	10. Looking at 7:7-13 what can those who trust in the Lord expect (v7, 8, 9, 10, 11-12)? What will happen to those who mock Him (v10, 13)? 
	Those who prayerfully wait for the Lord can expect His salvation in His time. Even though they fall the Lord will pick them up, and even though they have times of darkness He will provide for them the light that they need. He will plead our case and execute justice for us; we will be brought out into the light and see His righteousness. The enemy who mocks us and God will be trampled down, our walls will be rebuilt, and our boundaries extended. In fact those nations who were our enemies will come to us to receive what they need, realizing that we have the answers because of our God. These mocking nations will have been judged by God, becoming desolate because of their sin; but God will redeem even them and they will stream to Israel in the last days. 

	11. In 7:14-20 what was Micah’s prayer (v14) and God’s answer (v15-17)? How is God described (v18-20) and how does this relate to Micah’s prayer? 
	Micah’s prayer was for the Lord to shepherd His people with His [righteous] scepter and allow them to find pasture in fertile fields as in the days gone by. God told him that He would show them miracles like those seen in Egypt and all the nations would see this and be ashamed. They would finally realize that Israel’s God was the true God. They would be in fear of the people of God because of His power working in and among them. This fear would really be unnecessary if they turned to God; they could do this (even though they choose not to) since He is a forgiving God who does not retain His anger forever. In fact He delights in unchanging love and will cast all of the forgiven sins of His people into the depths of the sea. He will give to them His truth and love that He promised to their forefathers. These verses reveal the nature of God that is the basis for the answer to Micah’s prayer. This shows us that prayer itself is not what changes things, but God is the One who changes things when His people pray. God is the power of prayer, not prayer itself.  


