Daily Study Questions for Numbers 21-25 – If You Can’t Say Anything Good
The Big Idea: Because God is committed to blessing His people, it is foolish to speak or stand against them in any way. 
	I. Agony and Ecstasy (21)
	Key Idea: Our agony will be turned into ecstasy when we rely on the Lord to accomplish His purpose through us. 

	1. Read Num 21:1-9. Who did Israel defeat (v1, 3) and why (v2)? What occurred next (v4-5) and how did God respond (v6)? How were the people saved (v7-9—see Jn 3:14-15)? What does this teach?
	The Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in the south (the Negev) heard that Israel was coming he went to battle against them, taking some of them captive. Israel made a vow to God, though, that if He would deliver these Canaanites to their hand they would completely destroy their cities. This meant that they would keep no plunder for themselves and showed that they weren’t in it for personal gain. God listened to them and delivered them, and then they did what they vowed by totally destroying the cities of that region. Next, as they left Mt Hor to go around the land of Edom the people became impatient with their journey and spoke against Moses and God. They asked why they had brought them into the wilderness to die with no food or water, and they added that they loathed the miserable food. When this occurred God sent poisonous snakes into their camp, causing the people to die when they bit them. Admitting they had sinned because of their words against the Lord they asked Moses to intercede for them to take away the snakes. The Lord told Moses to make a bronze replica of the snakes, place it on a standard, and then lift it up for all to see. Then, whoever looked on it would be saved if they were bitten. This is a clear picture of Christ’s saving work on the cross; mankind has received a fatal bite from his sin, but Christ became sin for us so that when we look to Him, we are saved. These two incidents show that our agony can become ecstasy if we take the problem to go, whether the problem was of our making or not. He can deliver us. 

	2. In 21:10-20 trace Israel’s journey (v10, 11, 12, 13-15, 16, 18, 19, 20) on a Bible map. What did God do for them at Beer (v16) and how did they respond (v17-18)? 
	Israel journeyed along a route from Oboth to Iyearbarim which was opposite Moab to the east. Then they went to Wadi Zered, then Arnon, and continued on to Beer. At Beer God commanded Moses to assemble the people so that He could give them water. Their joy over this was demonstrated by the song they sung to the well that gave the water. They spoke to the well that the leaders dug with their scepters and staff to “spring up”, thus showing that God’s intent to provide water was through a well that they would dig. So, their digging of the well was an act of faith in God’s promise to provide the water. After this stop they continued to Mattanah, to Nahaliel, to Bamoth, and finally to Mt Pisgah that was atop the valley that was in the land of Moab. 

	3. Using 21:21-35 what two foes did Israel fight (v23, 33) and why (v21-23, 33)? What was the outcome of these two battles (v24-25, 31-32, 35)? Why (v34)? 
	Israel first fought the Amorites of King Sihon, and then the people of Og, king of Bashan. They did not seek the first battle, but rather asked to pass through the land of Sihon without drinking or eating any of their resources. Sihon refused to let them cross his border and instead gathered all his people to fight Israel in the wilderness. Israel struck them with the sword and took possession of his land from the Arnon River to the Jabbock River, as far as Ammon. They then lived in all of these cities and villages, including Heshbon, which formerly had been the possession of Moab. The fact that Sihon had taken this city shows the strength of the army that Israel defeated by God’s power. The battle against Og was provoked by Og’s armies, who went out to meet Israel after the battle with Sihon. The Lord told Moses to not fear them because He had given them into their hands and that they would do to them what they did to Sihon. Thus, their victories were due to God’s enabling of them to conquer these enemies. It happened just as God said so that Og was left with no remnant and Israel took possession of his land as well. These two victories were very significant for Israel because they demonstrated God’s purpose to bless them in their upcoming conquest of Canaan. 

	II. Affirming God’s Blessing              (22-24)
	Key Idea: No one can curse God’s people, those whom He has chosen to bless.

	4. From Num 22:1-14 who did Balak fear (v3) and why (v1, 2, 4)? What did he do (v5-7)? What did Balaam say (v8), what did God tell him (v9-12), and how did he respond (v13-14)?
	Balak, king of Moab, feared Israel who was now perched on the edge of his land in the plains of Moab. He was in great fear because they were so numerous, believing that “this horde will lick up all that is around us”. His solution was to find a false prophet who would curse Israel for him, and that would be Balaam, who lived at Pethor near the Euphrates River. Balak told him that a people coming out of Egypt that covered the face of the ground were living next to him and they were too mighty for him; so he asked that Balaam come and curse them for him. Balaam apparently had a reputation for his blessings and curses coming true. With fees for divination in their hands the elders of Moab and Midian (nomadic tribes that were based in Moab) went to Balaam to ask him to return and he told them he would find out what God said about this. God told him not to go with those people to curse them for they were blessed. So, he told the leaders that he could not comply so the elders returned to Balak with his message of refusal.

	5. In 22:15-30 how did Balak “up the ante”  (v15, 16, 17) and how did Balaam respond (v18, 19)? What was God’s two-fold answer (v20, 21-28) and Balaam’s reaction (v28-30)? 
	After being rebuffed by Balaam Balak sent more leaders and more distinguished leaders than before. Furthermore, they pressured Balaam by asking him to let nothing keep him from coming, with the promise that Balak would honor him richly with whatever he so desired. Balaam, though, said that no amount of money would cause him to act contrary to the command of the LORD. He did, however, ask them to stay the night there so he could find out what else the LORD might say. God told him to go with them, but as is seen later, this was not God’s deepest desire; thus, He cautioned him to say only what He told him to say and He was angry with him for going. The result of this was that God’s angel stood as an adversary to him in the way, with his sword drawn, and because of this his donkey tried to avoid the angel three different times, leading to him being struck by Balaam each time. After the donkey lay down the third time, leading to Balaam’s third angry strike against the donkey, the donkey began to talk to Balaam by God’s power. He asked why he had struck him three times and Balaam answered that the donkey had made a mockery of him - and if he had had a sword he would have killed him. The donkey then asked if he had ever done anything like that to Balaam, to which he answered, “No”. Incredibly, Balaam was conversing with this donkey without questioning the unusual nature of this occurrence. 

	6. Using 22:31-41 what was God’s explanation (v31-33) and Balaam’s response (v34)? What did God say (v35) and what occurred next (v36-41)?
	The LORD opened Balaam’s eyes at that point so he could see the angel with the drawn sword, and he bowed all the way to the ground. The angel explained that he was an adversary to Balaam because his going was contrary to God’s will. In fact the only thing that had saved him was his donkey’s insight. At this point Balaam confessed his sin (he should have taken God’s first “no” as His answer) and said he would turn back if He wanted him to. The LORD told him, however, to go with the men, but to only speak the word which He had given him. When Balak saw them drawing near he went to them and asked why they had waited so long to come and if he really didn’t care about Balak’s honoring him. Balaam responded that he would only say what God put in his mouth. Then, after Balak sacrificed oxen and sheep, the next morning he took Balaam to a high place of Baal that overlooked the camp of Israel so that he could see a portion of them. 

	7. According to 23:1-26 what was Balaam’s method both times (v1-4, 14-15) and God’s message each time (v5-10, 18-24)? How did Balak react (v11-12, 13, 25-26)? 
	Both times that Balaam prophesied he told them to build seven altars and to prepare seven bulls and seven rams to offer there. After he did that he told Balak to stand beside his burnt offering while he went to a hill to see Israel and prophesy. God put a word in his mouth and told him to return to Balak to give him His message. The first message was that even though Balak had asked Balaam to curse Israel he could not do so because he could not curse those whom God had not cursed. He also said that he saw a people who were separate from the rest of the nations, a people who would be so numerous that they could not be numbered. Finally, he asked that he would die the death of the upright, the death of one in Israel. When Balak heard this he asked why Balaam had blessed his enemies instead of cursing them. He told him that he had to be careful to say what God had put in his mouth. At this point Balak tried again; he took him to a place where he could only see a few of the camp of Israel and asked that he curse them there for him. After building the altars and offering the sacrifices Balaam the Lord gave him another word for Balak. First, he told him that the Lord did not lie or need to repent when He said what He would do. He had promised to bless them and He could not revoke His command. God had not observed misfortune of any kind in Israel and as their LORD He would be with them. The shout of the king was among them and He had brought them out of Egypt like a wild bull charging with horns exposed. They were a people that rose like a lioness and would not lie down until they devoured their prey and drank the blood of the slain. Hearing this, Balak said for Balaam to neither curse nor bless them, but Balaam said again that whatever the Lord spoke he had to do. 

	8. Based on 23:27-24:25 how did Balak’s (v27-28) and Balaam’s (v29-24:2) approach change? Detail the 3rd (v3-9) and 4th (v15-25) prophecies, and how Balak (v10-11) and Balaam (v12-14) responded. How do you explain this?
	Balak tried to get Balaam to go to another place which overlooked the wasteland. Apparently he decided that seeing Israel in locations that were too nice would lead to blessing – this was all superstition to him anyway – so he took him to a place where cursing would seem to be more appropriate (wasteland). Balaam let him do the “seven altar seven bull and ram sacrifice” thing and agreed to prophesy again. However, this time he didn’t seek omens so that he could curse them since he knew God would bless them. So, he looked at Israel from his perch and declared that their tents were “fair”, their valleys were fruitful, their seed would be by many waters (prosperous), and their king higher than Agag (the Amalekite king). He would devour his adversaries, crushing their bones and shattering them with arrows. No one would dare to rouse him, just like a lion. Everyone that blessed them would be blessed, and everyone that cursed them would be cursed (reiterating the Abrahamic covenant). This blessing caused Balak to burn with anger against Balaam, but he told him that he had promised to say only what God told him and that he didn’t care what Balak promised. Finally, he gave one last prophecy without Balak’s prompting. This prophecy said that a star would come from Jacob and a scepter from Israel that would crush Moab’s head, Sheth, and Edom. Israel would perform valiantly, possessing Edom and destroying their remnant from the city. He then declared that Amalek would be destroyed, the Kenite would be taken captive by Assyria although located in the cliffs, but then ships would come from Kittim (Cyprus) that would afflict Assyria (Asshur) and Eber (Jews). All of this did, in fact, occur. God’s intent was to bless His people, and what purposes to do no one can thwart. 

	III. Antagonizing God (25)
	Key Idea: Because our sin angers God and brings His discipline, we must all help one another to avoid it. 

	9. From 25:1-9 what did Israel do wrong (v1, 2-3) and how did God respond (v4-5)? What other sin occurred (v6) and how was it handled (v7-9)? 
	Israel allowed the daughters of Moab to seduce them, first by their offering of sacrifices to the Moabite gods (Baal of Peor). God became angry with this and told Moses to take all the leaders and execute them in broad daylight to placate His anger. Moses, in turn, told the judges of Israel to kill these leaders who had engaged in overt idolatry. In addition a son of Israel brought a Midianite woman to his relatives in the sight of the congregation of Israel while they were weeping over God’s judgment. This gang sex so incensed Phineas, the son of Eleazar, that he took a spear and pierced the Israelite and Midianite woman through their bodies while they were having sex. This stopped the plague that God had instigated because of their sin so that the number of fatalities was 24,000. 

	10. In 25:10-18 how was Phineas honored (v10-13) and what else did God do (v14-16)? What can we learn from this? 
	Because of Phineas’ actions and his jealousy for God’s honor He promised him a covenant of peace. This meant that he would have a covenant of perpetual priesthood for his family. God also punished the Midianites for this sin of seduction. They had been hostile to Israel through their tricks by seducing the sons of Israel into idolatry and immorality. 

	11. Looking at Num 21:25 how does God reveal His intent to bless Israel (21:1-3, 16, 21-35; 22-24; 25:16-18) and how do they respond (21:4-9, 17-18; 25)? What does this show us about God and us? 
	God showed His intent to bless Israel by defeating the people of Arad, Sihon, and Og when these Amorites came against them. He also gave them water when they needed it. Finally, He used a pagan prophet to bless Israel four different times, showing that He is sovereign over all the earth, and not just His people. The people responded in a typical manner; after the first victory they began to complain over lack of water, then after Balaam blessed them they engaged in idolatry and sexual relations with the Moabites. Both the blessing and the discipline shows the faithfulness and love of God. However, it also shows that no matter what God does for us we become self-absorbed and desire to satisfy our flesh because of our sin nature. God is worthy of our obedience and praise, so we must refuse to cave to the flesh, and, like Phineas, choose rather to be loyal to Him. 


