Small Groups Matter - Daily Study Questions

	1. Read John 4:21-24. Where (v21, 23-24) and how (v23-24) are we to worship God (v23, 24) and what do you think this means? What is God’s attitude about those who worship Him like this (v23)? 
	Contrary to what most in Jesus’ day (and many in ours) believed God was not confined to a central location in which to be worshiped. Although the Samaritans thought that God would be worshiped at their mountain (Shechem, where Abraham first built an altar) and the Jews thought Jerusalem, this era was coming to an end. The Old Testament believers could pray to God at other places but they believed true worship could occur only at Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem. Jesus now informed the woman (and us) that worship would no longer be confined to a place; it would now be available to all who worshiped God in spirit (or Spirit) and truth. God’s attitude towards such worshipers is that He seeks them. God desires worship in spirit – from the heart, or possibly by the Holy Spirit, and those who worship in truth – knowing the true God and His ways. This worship can be done publicly – with other believers, or privately.  

	2. Based on Rev 4:11-12 and 5:9-14 what is worship all about? What are some elements of it (see also Acts 2:42, Eph 5:19-20)? Using 2 Cor 3:18 what does worship do for us, and why are both public and private worship important?  
	Worship is about proclaiming God’s worth – the rightful recipient of glory, honor and power – because He created all things and they all exist because of His decision to create them. Furthermore, Jesus, the Lamb, is worthy of worship because He was slain so that His blood could purchase people from every tribe and tongue to become a kingdom of priests for God. This means that He, too, should receive power, riches, wisdom, might, honor, glory and blessing, along with dominion forever and ever. The multiplication of these acclamations shows that true worship – from the spirit – is an overflow of a heart inspired by the greatness of God. When words fail all the worshiper can do is repeat the praises of God. Anything great about Him that can be said will be said by the one swept away with the grandeur and glory of God. Worship is more than just words of praise, though; it is also about thanksgiving, casting our crowns – our accomplishments and rewards – at the feet of Jesus, and of bowing and falling before Him. This may be physical or internal, but either way must involve submitting our entire being before the Almighty King and Lord. This worship will involved teaching the Word, fellowship, breaking bread – remembering the sacrifice of the Lord – and prayer. This fellowship will include speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing that comes from the heart, and mutual subjection as we subject ourselves to Christ. When we worship in these ways and with these attitudes we come into the direct presence of God. When this happens we are transformed into His image because of His glorious and powerful presence. 

	3. According to 2 Tim 2:15 what should our attitude be towards Bible study? Why is it personally valuable (Ps 119:9, 22) and why is it good to study it with others (Rom 15:1-6)? 
	Our attitude towards Bible study should be one of diligence (to cut deeply). We should get to the root of the meanings of the words, phrases, and books, understanding how it all fits together, so that we will be able to handle accurately the “Word of truth”. We will not be ashamed when asked about it because we will know it deeply. It is valuable to study the Bible from an everyday standpoint because it enables us to keep our way pure as we walk with the Lord. His Word is a lamp that guides our paths into God’s ways but we must have the lamp with us (internalized) to be able to access its light. In enables us to be right in the sight of God and man when we follow its precepts. When we study the Scriptures with others we receive greater understanding, thus encouragement. This, in turn, leads to greater perseverance and hope so that we may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

	4. Using Ps 1:1-3 and Josh 1:8 what are we encouraged to do with the Bible? How can you specifically do this and what will be the result? 
	We are encouraged to meditate on the “Law of the Lord”, which is an Old Testament way of saying the entire Word of God. His Law refers to more than the Mosaic Law; it refers to all of God’s principles found in His Word. To be able to meditate consistently we must first delight in His Word, believing that it not only guides us, but also refreshes us and enables our personal relationship with the Lord to grow. Meditation occurs when we take a verse or section of Scripture and think deeply about its meaning and specific applications to our lives. There are many ways to meditate, but some of the practical ways is to study the individual word meanings, then try to write out a personal version of the verse. Another way is to read a verse aloud several times emphasizing each word at a time. Then, applications of the verse could be considered for each area of your life. Another method of meditative study might be to pray the verse back to God, personalizing it as you do. The STEP method also is an easy way to think deeply about a verse – a Sin to avoid, a Truth to accept, an Example to follow, or a Promise to claim. Whatever method is used it requires focus and an unhurried section of time to allow God’s Spirit to speak. When we meditate and obey we will be blessed by God with spiritual prosperity and fruitfulness. 

	5. From Acts 2:44-47 how did the early church meet, what did they do, and with what result?  How does 1 John 3:16-19 tell us to show love and why do life (home) groups facilitate this? 
	The early church met in congregations, or big gatherings (in the Temple) and in small groups (house to house). As they did they devoted themselves to pure and joyful worship and sacrificial fellowship – experiencing the joy of the vertical and horizontal relationships – so that those on the outside were attracted and believed. 1 John 3:16-19 tells us that true love does more than just talk about it; it also acts in sacrificial and loving ways to meet the needs of fellow believers. Life Groups (home groups) provide a structure in which this can happen; when we get to know one another on a deeper level we become more transparent about our needs. This, in turn, enables an entire group to provide whatever support – prayer, financial, physical, etc - is needed to help a brother or sister through the immediate problem. Thus, we function like a body – each member insuring that the other members are able to their part as their needs are met. 

	6. Based on Matt 18:20 how many are necessary to have a small group and why is this significant? From John 13:34-35 what do small groups (life groups) allow? 
	The number for a Christ-led small group can be as few as two, but they must have gathered “in Jesus’ name”. In other words they are there for His specific purposes, not their own. Thus, anytime we gather in His name we have to trust that it is a divine appointment, regardless of how many or how few are there. Such small groups allow the “mark of the Christian” to become visible. This “mark” is the love we have for one another. As Jesus said, the way that all men would know that we are His disciples would be by loving each other in the same way that He has loved us. Small groups provide “life on life” settings, in contrast to larger gatherings in which few people have a chance to get to know each other. 

	7. In 2 Cor 12:7-10 what was Paul’s key to God’s power in him (v9)? What other needs do believers have (2 Cor 1:3-7; Heb 12:1, 3, 15) and how does being in groups together help? 
	The key to God’s power at work in Paul was his “thorn in the flesh”; this kept him weak as he acknowledged the powerlessness of his flesh or old nature. He could not exalt himself, but rather had to remain humble in light of this thorn that he couldn’t rid himself of. This weakness manifests itself in believers as we go through trials related to circumstances, endure the sufferings of fleshly temptations, and experience persecution. In all these things we need comfort from one another and encouragement to endure. Small groups provide an ideal setting to receive this because there is no absolute need to end at a certain time so that comfort, encouragement and accountability can be pursued. Also, as personal relationships are cultivated these elements of support can be given outside group time. 

	8. Read 2 Cor 10:3-5. What must be torn down (v4) and destroyed (v5) in our lives? Why does this lead to freedom in Christ? 
	The mental constructs of pride must be torn down if the light of God’s truth is to set us free from the traps and bondage of Satan. When people speculate about truth rather than following God’s revelation they are only building up rebellious walls to keep from submitting to God’s principles. This stronghold that is built allows Satan a base of operations in our lives to spew out his deception, leading to bondage. When we dismantle these false perceptions and submit to Christ His truth sets us free to live as we were created. We always do what we believe, so unless we confront and dismiss the lies we will not walk in God’s true freedom.

	9. According to Rom 12:1-2 what has God shown us (v1) and what is our logical response (v1)? How does this actually occur, negatively (v2) and positively (v2)? 
	God has shown us mercy, and upon that basis we are to present ourselves totally to God as living sacrifices. This is our “spiritual” or rational service of worship. This happens as we first “stop being conformed to this world” and then as we are transformed by “the renewing of our minds” – through the truth of God’s Word. When this happens we start showing that the will of God is good, acceptable and complete. 

	10. Looking at Eph 4:17-24 how does Paul describe our pre-Christian mindset (v17-18) and lives (v19)? How has Christ changed this (v20-21) and what is “our” part (v22-24)? 
	Our pre-Christian mindset is characterized by futility – nothing seems to work (“how’s that working for you?”) because the understanding is darkened. It is like this because light comes from God but the non-Christian is excluded from His life. They are excluded from God’s life because of their ignorance, which is a result of their hardened and calloused hearts. They do not want to submit to the will and truth of God so they reject it, leading to hardness, ignorance, darkened understanding and futility. Thus, non-believers, the further they progress, give themselves over to sensuality, impurity, and greedy indulgence. They get trapped in their sin patterns. When we become believers in Christ, though, we first lay aside this former life, realizing that it has been corrupted by deceitful desires. These things don’t work so there is no reason to pursue them. Rather, we must put on the new self which has been created in the likeness of God – in righteousness and holiness of truth. This is His part. Our part, then, is to start being renewed in the spirit of our minds. We have to unlearn the old ways and learn God’s new ways for us. 

	11. Using 2 Pet 1:4-9 what has God given to us (v4) and why (v4)? How should we apply this (v5-7) and what will occur if we do (v8-9)? 
	God has given to us exceedingly great and precious promises so that we can actually become partakers of His divine nature. When we believe a promise of God by acting on it, we allow God Himself to work through us. The diligent application of these promises leads to moral excellence, which grows as we gain true knowledge. This, in turn, leads to self-control, which results in perseverance, thus causing godliness to develop fully in our lives. This godliness expresses itself horizontally in brotherly kindness and love. When all of these qualities are growing in our lives we will be useful and fruitful in our true knowledge of Jesus. 

	12. From Matt 10:8 what should we do in light of God’s grace to us? How did the Corinthians specifically apply this (2 Cor 8:1-5) and how should we? 
	In light of God’s grace to us we must show grace to others; freely we have received, thus freely we should give. The Corinthians applied this in the area of financial gifts to the poor saints at Jerusalem. Even though the Corinthians were poor themselves, they give beyond their ability to give because they first gave themselves and they did it eagerly, begging for the opportunity to participate in this ministry. This is what God’s grace will lead to in our lives when we genuinely appreciate it; we will eagerly desire to pass it on to others, no matter what sacrifice we have to make. As believers we can do this in financial areas, but we can also do it by serving others through the church, in small groups, in one-on-one relationships, etc. God will show the pathway of ministry if the grace motivation is in place. 


