Judges 13-16 - Daily Study Questions – Highest and Best Use
The Big Idea: God will work with both the strengths and weaknesses of His people to achieve the highest and best use of both for His glory. 
	I. Deliverer Promised (13)
	Key Idea: Since God is always has a plan to deliver His people from oppression we must do our part to help carry it out. 

	1. Read Judges 13:1-14. What recurred and for how long (v1)? What did the angel of the Lord promise (v2-3), and to whom (v2), and what was required (v4-7)? What did she request (v8) and what occurred (v9-14)? 
	Again Israel did evil in God’s sight, meaning probably that they turned to the idolatry of the nations around them. This led to the Lord’s discipline of allowing a foreign power to oppress them – the Philistines for forty years, which was the longest one in the book of Judges. In fact they would continue to face the Philistines even into the time of Samuel. God had an answer for them this time even though it doesn’t say they cried out to Him. The Angel of the Lord appeared to the wife of Manoah, who was a Danite, and promised her that even though she was barren she would have a son who would begin to deliver Israel from the Philistines. She was to raise him as a Nazirite to God from the womb. This meant she was to never cut his hair, allow him to have any food products from grapes, and to touch no dead person. Because of this she, too, was to not to drink any strong drink or eat any unclean thing since her son would be dedicated to God. She told her husband about this, and he begged the Lord (in prayer) to let the angel return so that he could teach them what to do for the boy that had been promised. God listened to him and sent the angel to his wife in the field. Since Manoah wasn’t with her she ran quickly to get him and when he returned he asked what the boy’s mode of life and vocation would be. The angel of the Lord told him that his wife needed to pay attention to all he had previously said and that she should not eat anything from the vine, or drink wine or strong drink, and that she should not eat any unclean thing. 

	2. In 13:15-25 what did Manoah then do (v15) and ask (v17)? What answers were given (v16, 18) and what happened then (v19-20)? What was Manoah’s fear (v21-22) and husband’s response (v23)? Describe Samson’s early life (v24-25). 
	Manoah then requested that they prepare a sacrifice for this man of God, but the angel of the Lord said he would not eat it. Rather, he told him to prepare it as a burnt offering and to offer it to the Lord. Manoah then asked him what his name was so they could honor him when his words were fulfilled. The angel asked why he wanted to know since his name was “wonderful” (mysterious, awesome, full of wonder). Manoah offered the young goat and the angel of the Lord performed wonders before them and when the fire came up from the altar he ascended to heaven in the flame. Manoah and his wife then fell face down and then knew that it had been the Angel of the Lord. He thought they would certainly die since they had seen God, but his wife told him that they would already be dead if that were they case. He would not have accepted the burnt and grain offerings from them or have shown them the things He had done, nor would have let them hear all His will if He had intended to kill them. After this Samson was born and was blessed by the Lord as he grew up. The Spirit of the Lord began to stir him in Mahaneh-dan (2 camps), between Zorah and Eshtaol. This probably meant that he received his great power at this point and the Lord began to lead him into confrontations with the Philistines. This would occur not only because of his strength, but also because of his weakness for women, showing that God will use all of our tendencies for His glory. 

	II. Divine Enablements (14:1-16:3)
	Key Idea: God empowers His people, even though they are imperfect, to overcome His enemies.

	3. From 14:1-9 what did Samson want and why (v1-2), and what did his parents say (v3)? How did he react and why (v3-4, 7)? What was Samson’s 1st exploit and by whose power (v5-6)? What else occurred (v8-9)? 
	Samson saw a Philistine woman in Timnah, a Philistine city, that he wanted so he went back home and asked his parents to arrange a wedding with her. They were resistant, asking if there was no Israelite woman pleasing to him instead of the daughter of an “uncircumcised” Philistine. This was a pejorative comment, but also factual, since the Philistines didn’t circumcise their children as most of the surrounding cultures did. Samson, though, wanted her because she “looked good” to him. However, the real reason that this occurred was because the Lord was seeking an occasion for Samson to defeat the Philistines. So, they all went to Timnah and while on the way Samson, apparently off alone, was encountered by a young lion and when the Spirit of the Lord came upon him mightily he tore the lion apart like tissue paper. He didn’t tell his parents what he had done, though; so they went on to Timnah to arrange the wedding. Later when he went back to take her as his wife he saw that the bees had made honey in the carcass of the lion. He scraped some out and ate it, possibly in violation of his Nazirite vow prohibiting touching things that are dead. This prohibition was primarily against touching dead people, but it could have applied here, too. That didn’t matter a lot to Samson, though, as the story will later show. 

	4. From Judges 14:10-20 what deal did Samson’s make, and with whom (v10-13, 14)? What happened next (v15, 16) and what was the outcome (v17-18, 20)? How did Samson respond (v18b, 19) and why (see v4)? 
	At Samson’s wedding feast the Philistines brought thirty young men to party with him. There he propounded a riddle to them, saying that whoever lost would have to provide thirty changes of clothes to the other. His riddle was “Out of the eater came something to eat, and out of the strong came something sweet.” After three days they still couldn’t figure out the riddle so they went to Samson’s wife and threatened to burn her and her father’s house down if she didn’t get the answer from Samson. So she began to cry before Samson and say that he hated her because he had not told her the answer. He answered that he hadn’t even told his own parents, but she continued to cry until the seventh day. This caused him to cave so he told her and she told the thirty sons of her people. They then solved the riddle to Samson, that honey was the “something sweet” and that the lion was the “something strong”. He objected, saying that if they had not “plowed with his heifer” that they would not have solved the riddle. Then the Spirit of the Lord came on him again mightily and he went to Ashkelon, another Philistine city, and killed thirty Philistines there for their clothes. This was the real reason this incident had happened; as it says in verse 4 God was seeking an occasion against the Philistines.  He then angrily returned to Gaza and paid off his bet, and then discovered that his wife had been given to his companion. 

	5. Looking at 15:1-8 what did Samson decide to do and when (v1) What happened (v1-2)? How did Samson react (v3-5) and what resulted (v6, 7-8)? Why did this really happen?
	God’s “occasion against the Philistines” continued when Samson visited his wife with a young goat, presumably to restore the relationship, but his father-in-law rejected him. He said he thought Samson really hated her intensely, maybe because he hadn’t been back, so he had given her to his companion. He offered his younger daughter instead. Samson saw this as a basis for bringing more destruction on the Philistines, so he tied 300 foxes’ tails together around a torch and lit the torches as he released them into the wheat field. Of course this burned up the standing grain, as well as the vineyards and olive groves, inflicting great economic damage to the area. When the Philistines found out that Samson did this they took his wife and her father and incinerated them. This caused Samson, in his final act of vengeance in this episode, to slaughter the Philistines. He then went and lived in a cave at Etam (probably a hideout). Again, this was God’s way of delivering Israel from the Philistines through Samson, even though his reasons were not godly. 

	6. Using 15:9-20 retell the next story of Samson’s destruction of the Philistines (v9, 14-16). Who objected and what did he do (v10-13)? What was his next problem (v18) and how did God deal with it (v19-20)? Apply. 
	Even though Samson considered this episode over the Philistines did not. They went and camped against Judah, who wanted to know why they had come against them. They were told it was to do to Samson what he had done to them, so 3000 of Judah went to him to hand him over to the Philistines. This showed great weakness, both mentally and spiritually, on their part, that they would give one of their own, Samson, over to the Philistines; they should rather have seen him as God’s deliverer. When they confronted him he explained that he had simply paid them back for the evil they had done to him, but they told him that they were going to bind him and give him to the Philistines anyway. He made them swear not to kill him, which they did, but they bound him with new ropes and handed him over. When they brought him to Lehi (literally, “jawbone”) the Philistines shouted when they met him and the Spirit of the Lord came upon him. The ropes fell off and he found a fresh (non-brittle) jawbone of an ass and killed a thousand men with it. He made up another poem about this, then threw the jawbone away, and named the place “Ramath-lehi”, “jawbone hill”. However, then he became so thirsty that he accused God of letting him die of thirst and falling into the hands of the uncircumcised after He had given him this great deliverance. God didn’t respond to the accusation, but merely split the rock so that water came from it, allowing Samson’s thirst to be quenched. His strength then returned. He named this place “En-hakkore”, “spring of the caller”, to celebrate how God had answered his prayer when he called on Him. This story again shows us how God uses imperfect people to accomplish His will. He does not react to our childish accusations, but as the complete God that He is He simply does what that will best accomplish His purpose. 

	7. In 16:1-3 where did Samson go and why (v1) and what occurred (v2)? What does this teach? Describe how he escaped (v3). What do you think God’s purpose was in this event?  
	Samson went back to Gaza and saw a prostitute there whose services he contracted. When they Philistines heard that he was in her house they surrounded it, waiting for him to come out the next morning to kill him. Samson waited until midnight and somehow evaded them, took hold of the heavy city gates and carried them 37 miles to the mountain opposite Hebron. This would not only have allowed him to escape but would have also humiliated them over their loss of security (the city gates). Thus, they would have been shown by God that they were no match for Him or those whom He uses. 

	III. Devastation on Philistines (16:4-31)
	Key Idea: In spite of our weakness God’s purpose will prevail. 

	8. Based on 16:4-14 what pattern recurred (v4) and how was it used by the enemy (v5)? How did Samson deal with it (v6-9, 10-12, 13-14)? What does this show? 
	Samson’s familiar pattern of being seduced by an evil woman recurred with Delilah, who lived in the valley of Sorek (the place where Samson lived most of his life). His love for her allowed the Philistine rulers to use her to find out the secret of his great strength. They offered her 1100 pieces of silver to discover this so she began her inquisition. He first told her that if they bound him with seven fresh cords that he would become weak like any one else. She waited apparently until he was asleep and bound him with these while some Philistines waited in the next room. She then told him the Philistines were upon him but he snapped the cords like they were strings touched by fire. She acted hurt for being deceived and asked again, to which he replied that if he was bound tightly with never before used ropes he would become weak; when she tried this the same thing as before occurred. The third time she asked he told her to weave his hair into seven locks and this would make him weak. He was edging closer to the truth, showing that he was weakening in his resolve a little. When she tried this, weaving his hair into a loom attached by a pin, as before he was strong and able to pull his hair out from the loom. These three scenarios show that Samson was playing with the gift that God had given to him; it was only a matter of time that he would give in. This shows us that we must not give an inch into Satan’s temptations; we must flee from them and resist the devil. In our own strength and ingenuity we are no match for him; we must never “play with fire”, seeing how close to the edge we can get. That is simply our vanity and need for control that leads us down this fatal path. 

	9. Read 16:15-22. What did Samson reveal to Delilah (v17) and why (v15-16)? What was the result of his flippancy with God’s strength (v18-20, 21) and why (v20)? What hopeful thing then happened (v22)? Apply. 
	Finally, Delilah extracted his secret through emotional manipulation. She pressed him daily so that his soul was annoyed to death. At last he told her the truth that his Nazirite vow of never cutting his hair was the secret; and that if she shaved his head he would become like any mere mortal. She realized he had told her the truth so she got the Philistine lords to come with the money and lie in wait for him. When he fell asleep she cut off his hair and began to afflict him. When she realized he was weak she called the Philistines and they defeated him, even though he tried to resist. They then seized him, gouged out his eyes, took him to Gaza, and made him a grinder in the prison. However, 16:22 reveals that his hair began to grow again, a hopeful note that it would only be a matter of time before his strength would return. We must remember that even when we have failed God can restore us and use us again. Failure isn’t fatal when God is in the picture. 

	10. According to 16:23-31 how did Samson’s life end positively (v30, 31) and what did he have to endure to get there (v23-27)? Why? What enabled his life to end well (v28-29)? 
	The lords of the Philistines held a big party to celebrate and praise their god, Dagon, for giving Samson into their hands. When they got drunk they called for Samson to “amuse” them. They made him stand between the two pillars that held the roof of the sanctuary they were in. He asked the boy who was with him to let him feel the two pillars so that he could lean against them. The house was full of men and women and the lords of the Philistines, and there were about 3000 standing on the roof. Finally, Samson called out to the true Lord God and asked Him to remember him and to restore his strength one last time so that he could be avenged for losing his eyes. He called out, “Let me die with the Philistines”, and bent with all his might so that the house fell on everyone, killing more Philistines in his death than in his entire life combined. Then his family came and retrieved his body, burying him in the tomb of Manoah his father. His life ended well because he called out to the Lord; he was finally willing to lose everything for the sake of the Lord (and his eyes). 

	11 Review the amazing feats of Samson’s life (14:5-9, 19; 15:4-5, 8, 14-15; 16:1-3, 28-30) and his weaknesses (14:1-3, 16-17; 16:1, 4, 5-14, 15-16). How does this story show how God uses both our strengths and our weaknesses to accomplish His will? 
	Samson killed 30 men, caught 300 foxes, slaughtered a great group, killed a thousand men with the jawbone of an ass, carried heavy city gates 37 miles, and pushed two pillars apart to kill more than all the rest of his feats combined. However, his weaknesses were twofold; first, he was willing to give up everything over his lust for women, and he didn’t take the gift of God seriously enough; he was a very poor steward of God’s gift of strength to him. In spite of Samson’s vanity and vengeful spirit, as well as his capitulation to his lust over women, God chose to use him to accomplish His will. As the saying goes, “God hits a straight lick with a crooked stick”, although that doesn’t excuse us for being self-willed and self-indulgent like Samson. We should pursue holiness and dedication to God and good stewardship of the gifts He has given us. This story does mean, though, that God is not limited by our sinfulness and weakness when it comes to carrying out His will. He is sovereign and His purpose will prevail. 


