Micah 1-3 Daily Study Questions

The Big Idea: When we oppress others or try to silence God’s spokesmen He will hold us accountable and bring His discipline into our lives. 
	I. Retribution from God (1:1-16)
	Key Idea: When anyone, including God’s people, engages in evil they will receive retribution from the Lord. 

	1. Read Micah 1:1-4.  Who was going to bear witness against Israel (v2)? Where would He come from (v2-3) and what would occur (v3-4)? 
	This was a scene from a court of law in which God called on the nations of the earth to hear His witness against Samaria (Israel’s capital, thus Israel) and Jerusalem (Judah’s capital, thus Judah). He would not send the witness through a messenger; He was coming down from heaven, from His holy temple, Himself. This is figurative language, depicting His personal involvement in this situation; Micah would be His messenger to the people and their leaders concerning their sins. When God “came down” the mountains would melt beneath Him like wax, the valleys would split, and He would come against them like water rushing down a mountain. The high places of the earth (places of idol worship, or strong fortresses) would be decimated when He did this. 

	2. Using 1:5-7 why would Israel be judged (v5)? What would happen to Samaria (capital of Israel) (v6, 7)? Would this happen to Jerusalem (capital of Judah) - see v5b? 
	Israel and Judah (this is assumed since the message was to Jerusalem, too – v5b) would be judged for their rebellion and sins – represented by their capital cities (Samaria and Jerusalem) in which they trusted. In other words evil was at the very core of the country. Samaria would be turned into a heap of ruins, and the building stones of the city would be demolished and thrown into the valley. In addition all of their idols would be smashed and all of their earnings would be burned, because these earnings were really comparable to those of a prostitute. Israel had sold herself to the nations through their alliances and had turned away from their dependence on God. 

	3. Looking at 1:8-12 how did Micah feel (v8) and why (v9)? What was he told to not do (v10) and why (v11-12)? 
	This “bad news” made Micah want to lament and wail, and go about naked and barefooted as an expression of brokenness and humiliation. The reason he felt so badly was that the wound of Judah and Israel was incurable – it had reached the gate of the capital. This means in part that the invasion of Assyria had gotten all the way to the gates of Jerusalem, but it also means that the sin that had led to this desperate situation was at the very core of the country. This will be illustrated in Micah 2-3. In spite of this tragic situation God told Micah to not talk about this in Gath (near his hometown, v14) nor to weep at all. They were all too far gone – they were shameful, they would not escape this judgment, they were too weak; it was just a matter of time before the judgment came. This reminds of other times when God told them prayer was a waste of time (Joshua 7, the defeat at Ai, for example) because His judgment was determined since true repentance would not occur. 

	4. From Micah 1:13-16 what would happen to Lachish (v13-14) and why (v14)? Why would Israel’s glory have to go to the cave of Adullam (v15-16, see 2 Sam 23:13)? 
	Lachish was known for being a military fortress, but since rebellious acts were found in the city, their so-called security was worthless. It would be better for them to just hitch their chariot to a team of horses and leave because it was inevitable that they would go into exile. All of Israel would do just as well to go into a cave like David did when he hid out with his men at Adullam; this would depict Israel’s covering up of her glory as she went into hiding. 

	II. Reasons for God’s Judgment   (2:1-13)
	Key Idea: The oppression of others and attempts to silence God’s spokesmen will cause His discipline to come into our lives. 

	5. Using 2:1-5 in what sins was Israel engaging (v1, 2) and what would their consequences be (v3, 4, 5)? 
	Those with a measure of power in Israel were making evil plans to unethically seize the property of others. This was especially wrong in Israel because every family had an allotment of land that was theirs forever. The ones who did this would receive bad consequences; they would be humbled because the times would be evil. The portion which they had seized would be taken from them and given to an apostate – foreign invaders. In addition there would be no one left to reapportion their land to them when they were removed from Israel. 

	6.  In 2:6-11 how was Israel treating the prophet and his words (v6-7)? How were they treating the good ones among them (v8, 9-10)? What did they want instead (v11)? 
	When the people of Israel heard Micah prophesy they told him not to speak out. They were also saying that the Spirit of the Lord was being impatient with them, that He was “overreacting”, in a sense. The truth, however, was that unless the true prophet spoke, the reproaches of God would not be heeded, making His discipline inevitable. Furthermore, to those who walked uprightly God was not overreacting – He was simply speaking words that would do them good. Those who were evil were also mistreating the ones who were doing good among them. For example, soldiers returning from war were having their clothes taken from them, and women on their own (probably widows) were being evicted from their houses. What these evil people wanted was a prophet who would speak lies to them, or speak to them about wine and liquor.

	7. Read 2:12-13. What was the truth of what God would do (v12) and how would this happen (v13)? To whom does v13 refer? 
	It was unnecessary for the prophets to tell the people about worldly pleasures that would be fulfilled because God was going to do something much greater for those who were faithful. He was going to assemble all of them, gathering all the remnant of Israel, and put them into His fold like sheep. He would shepherd them, and the “breaker” would go up before them, probably referring to their Messiah who would break down the opposition. This is the only reference in the Bible to this term so its meaning is uncertain. The end of v13 certainly refers to their king who goes before them, and this must be the Messiah. This promise means that one day God will do for Israel what they cannot do for themselves, so there is no point in pursuing good things the wrong way since God will do it for them anyway. It is better to simply wait on the Lord. 

	III. Response from God (3:1-12)
	Key Idea: God will not meet the needs of those who disobey Him, but will empower His spokesmen to stand against them and bring them to shame. 

	8. According to 3:1-4 how were Israel’s leaders treating the people (v1-3)? When they became desperate and turned to the Lord how would He respond (v4)? Why (v4)?
	Israel’s leaders were oppressing their people, hating good and loving evil, and stripping and eating their flesh (figuratively speaking). They were chopping them up and eating them, in other words, simply using them to achieve their own desires. When their time of need came the Lord would not answer because of the evil they had perpetrated against their people. Our mistreatment of others offends God as much as our mistreatment of Him. 

	9. From 3:5-7 what two messages did the false prophets have (v5) and on what did it depend (v5)? What would happen to them (v6, 7)? 
	The false prophets had a message of “peace” for those who paid them to say this (or gave them something to eat); but for those who had nothing for them their message was one of holy war against them. The consequence of such misplaced values was that they would no longer receive visions or revelation from the Lord, but darkness would prevail in them. Because of this the prophets would be ashamed and embarrassed; they would all cover their mouths. 

	10. Looking at 3:8-12 what was Micah’s general (v8) and specific (v9-11) message? What would happen to Israel because of their leaders’ sins (v12)? What was Micah’s power (v8)? 
	Micah’s general message was that he was filled with the Spirit of the Lord, and a spirit of justice and courage, to make known to Israel their rebellious act and sin. Specifically, he called the leaders to account for abhorring justice, twisting that which was straight, and building Jerusalem with the shedding of innocent blood. They judged for bribes, they prophesied for money, and they gave the people a false sense of security be declaring wrongly that the Lord was in their midst. If He was it was only for judgment, not for vindication. Zion (Jerusalem) would be plowed as a field and become a heap of ruins, while the mountain that it sat on would be overgrown like a forest. Micah was able to deliver such a bold, scathing message because he was filled with the power of the Spirit of the Lord. 

	11. Review Micah 1-3. Against what sins of the people (1:7, 2:1-5) and of the leaders (3:1-3, 5-11) did Micah prophesy? How does that apply to us?
	The people were idolatrous, and coveted each other’s possessions, while the leaders abused and oppressed the people and perverted justice and prophecy for money. They were living as God’s people, but were using their privileged position for their own indulgence rather than for God’s glory. It is so easy to do this today – to selfishly enjoy the blessing of God and use people to our own ends. God will call us to account for such selfishness. 


