Numbers 16-20 Daily Study Questions – Who’s In Charge Here?
The Big Idea: God appoints His leaders and leads through them; therefore we must submit to their direction as God works through them. 
	I. Resolution of Jealous Rebellion (16-17)
	Key Idea: Jealous rebellion against God’s leaders is sinful; thus, it angers God and will never succeed. 

	1. Read Num 16:1-11. Who challenged Moses (v1-2) and why (v3)? How did Moses respond (v4, 5, 6-7) and what did he question Korah about (v8-10, 11)? What was Korah’s real problem?
	Korah of the tribe of Levi, Dathan, Abiram, and On of the tribe of Reuben (Num 26:4-9), and 250 other popular leaders rose up against Moses and Aaron. They accused them of having gone “far enough” in exalting themselves above the assembly of the Lord. In their logic everyone was holy and the Lord was in their midst, so Moses and Aaron should not have exalted themselves over them. When Moses heard this he fell on his face, aghast at such a thought, and said that the next day the Lord would show who was His and who was holy, and would bring them near to Himself. So, he directed all of Korah’s company to bring their censers with fire and incense on them to the presence of the Lord the next day. Then, the man of God’s choosing would be evident and he would be holy (set apart to God). He turned the tables and told them that they had gone too far. He then pointed out that Korah wanted more than God wanted for him; the Levites had been set apart to God to serve the priests and stand before the congregation to minister to them. Now, however, they were seeking the priesthood, too. Furthermore, they were grumbling against Aaron, who had done nothing wrong, in addition to conspiring against the Lord. Korah’s real problem was jealousy, or covetousness; he was not content with the role God had given to him, but wanted to be preeminent (see 3 Jn 1:9). 

	2. In 16:12-22 who refused Moses’ summons and why (v12, 13-14)? What was Moses’ reaction (v15, 16-17), their response (v18-19), and God’s (v20-21)? What did Moses do next (v22)? Apply.
	Dathan and Abiram were also summoned by Moses but they refused to come up. They objected to Moses’ so-called “lording it over” them, in addition to having brought them out of a land flowing with milk and honey (Egypt) to die in the wilderness. They accused them of not having fulfilled their promise to bring them into the Promised land flowing with milk and honey, and of trying to blind (gouge out) the eyes of their followers to this fact. So, they flatly refused to come up. Moses then became very angry and asked the Lord to disregard their offering. He declared that he had taken nothing from his followers, and had not harmed them at all. He then said to Korah and his company that they were all to be present before the Lord the next day with their censers, incense and fire. They complied, standing altogether at the doorway of the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord in the cloud appeared to all the congregation. He told Moses and Aaron to separate themselves from the congregation that He might instantly consume them, but when He said this they fell on their faces to appeal to God’s justice on behalf of the congregation. They asked if He, the God of the spirits of all flesh, would be angry with the whole group if one man sinned (much like Abram’s intercession for Lot in Sodom). Moses’ example teaches all of us who have people entrusted to our care that we must continue to intercede before God for them. We must never allow ourselves a personal advantage because of their sin. 

	3. Using 16:23-40 what did God direct (v23-24) and how did Moses (v25-26) and the people (v27) respond? What did he tell them (v28-30) and what occurred (v31-35)? What else did God say (v36-40)?
	God’s answer to Moses’ question was essentially, “No”; so He told Moses to get back from around the tents of Korah, Dathan and Abiram. Then, Moses, with the 250 elders following, went and told the congregation to get away from the three insubordinates. Then, Dathan and Abiram came out and stood in the doorway with their families and Moses told all of them that they would know that God was directing the event if the rebels all died by the ground opening up and swallowing them. If it was a normal death, however, then Moses would not be considered as representing God. If the ground swallowed them so that they descended into Sheol (the abode of the dead) then all would understand that they had spurned the Lord. As soon as he said this the ground split open and they entire households and possessions fell into the earth and then it closed over them. Thus, Dathan, Abiram and Korah were swallowed by the earth, which created panic among them people. Then, the 250 who had the firepans with incense were consumed by the fire of the Lord. God then directed Eleazar, Aaron’s son, to take the censers, scatter their coals, and then beat them into sheets of bronze, which would then be used to cover the altar of burnt offering. This would be a sign to everyone, a reminder that no laymen should come near to burn incense; this was a function of the priesthood alone.  

	4. From Num 16:41-50 what did Israel do the next day (v41) and how did God respond (v42-45)? What did Moses do and why (v46-50)? What did the people’s grumbling cause (v49)?
	The congregation of Israel the next day began to grumble against Moses and Aaron, saying that they were the ones who had caused the death of the Lord’s people. This was typical irrational, blaming behavior, and when they did this the glory of the Lord appeared once again in the cloud as it covered the tent. When Moses and Aaron came to the front of the tent the Lord told Moses to get away from them so that He could instantly consume the congregation. Moses and Aaron fell on their faces again; then Moses told Aaron to take his censer with fire from the altar on it, go to the congregation and make atonement for them. The wrath of the Lord had already begun in the form of a plague. He did this, placing incense on the coals, thus making atonement for the people. As he took his stand “between the dead and the living” the plague was checked, although 14,700 had already died. Aaron then returned to the doorway of the tent of meeting. 

	5. In 17:1-13 by what process did God affirm Aaron (v1-3, 4-5)? Why is v3 significant? Describe what occurred (v6-7, 8-9) and what it showed. What were the results (v10-13)?
	God told the sons of Israel to get an almond rod from each tribal leader’s household, twelve in all, and to write their name on their rod. Aaron’s name was to be written on the rod of Levi so there would be no confusion about who was the priestly line from the tribe of Levi (as with Korah). They were deposit them in front of the tent of meeting, in front of the “testimony” (ark of the covenant). He told them that the rod of the one that He had chosen would sprout, thus lessening the grumblings of Israel against Him and against Moses. They did as Moses told them and the next day when he went into the tent Aaron’s rod alone had budded, blossomed, and had even born ripe almonds. This was clearly an attesting miracle from God’s hand. He then brought all the rods out to show everyone; they each took their rod, but Aaron’s rod was placed in the ark of the covenant. This would be a sign to the rebels and would put and end to their grumblings against God so they would not die. Thus, this was an act of God’s grace to protect them from His anger. 

	II. Restoration of Priestly Importance (18-19)
	Key Idea: Because of our uncleanness we must have God’s priest to enable us to come into His presence. 

	6. Based on 18:1-20 how did God protect the people (17:12-18:2)? What were the roles of the priests (v1, 3, 5, 7) and Levites (v2-4, 6)? Identify the priests’ portion (v8-15, 16-19, 20)?
	God further protected the people by placing Aaron and his sons, and the Levites, as a barrier to inadvertent contact with the Holy Place. They were responsible to maintain their holiness as they ministered before God in behalf of Israel. The priests were to perform their sacred duties in the tabernacle using the holy objects, and the Levites were to be their assistants. They were God’s gift to the Aaronic priests so that they service of the tent of meeting could be performed. The priest’s portion – the Lord was their inheritance – was the holy gifts of the sons of Israel. This included grain offerings that weren’t burned up, and the prescribed portions from the sin offerings and guilt offerings. The goat of the sin offering was to be eaten completely and the breast and the thigh of the guilt offering was waved before the Lord and then presented to the priesthood. Basically anything not burned up would be theirs. They received the best of the fresh oil, wine and grain, and the first ripe fruits of the land. Anything devoted through vows was theirs to eat as well, as well as animals offered to redeem the firstborn men, and the firstborn of unclean animals. 

	7. According to 18:21-32 what was the portion of the Levites (v21, 24, 30-32)? What was their responsibility to the people (v22-23) and to God and the priests (v25-29)? 
	The portion of the Levites was the tithes of the people. The only stipulation was that they offer a tithe of the tithes to the Lord; then they could eat or use what was left over. They were responsible as a barrier to the people from desecrating the holy things; they were to take care of the things that the priests didn’t do in the service of the tabernacle. Their tithe of the tithe was also their responsibility to God and the people so that they could serve the priesthood. 

	8. Using 19:1-22 describe the “ordinance of the red heifer” (v1-3, 4-6, 7-8, 9-10) and its purpose (v9). Give examples of when this would be needed (v11-12, 14-15, 16-19, 21-22)? What if it wasn’t done (v13, 20)?
	The ordinance of the red heifer, which would provide water for purification to make an object holy, began with an unblemished red heifer that had never had a yoke placed on it. It was to be given to Eleazar the priest, taken outside the camp and slaughtered. Its blood was to be sprinkled in front of the tabernacle seven times, and then the heifer was to be completely burned up. Then, cedar wood, hyssop (an herb), and scarlet material was to be thrown into the fire. The priest was to wash his clothes and bathe his body, then come into the camp, although he would be unclean until evening. The one who burned the animal was to do the same and would be unclean until evening, too. A clean man was then to gather up the ashes and deposit them in a clean place outside the camp, and these would be used in water to remove impurity. It was for purification from sin. Some examples of uncleanness would be one who touched a corpse, those who were in a tent when a person died, or those who touched a slain body in the open field. If this occurred they were to place the ashes in a container, pour water over them, and then use hyssop to sprinkle the water for purification on the person or things that had been defiled. If this wasn’t done and they remained unclean they were to be cut off from the assembly since this would defile the sanctuary of the Lord. 

	III. Results of Fleshly Reliance (20)
	Key Idea: We must not take matters into our own hands but trust God and follow Him in complete obedience. 

	9. From 20:1-7 what was the next stop (v1) and what occurred (v1, 2)? How did the people react (v3-5) and what did Moses (v6) and the Lord (v6-7) do? 
	The Israelites came to the wilderness of Zin and after Miriam died and was buried the encountered the lack of water again. Typically, they gathered against Moses and Aaron and blamed them for the lack of water. They contended against them by first wishing aloud that they had died with their brothers. Then, they asked why they had made them come out of Egypt into that wretched place. It was not fruitful and there was no water. Moses and Aaron went into the doorway of the tabernacle and fell on their faces. Then the glory of the Lord appeared and He spoke to Moses about the situation. 

	10. In 20:8-13 what did God tell Moses (v8) and how did Moses respond (v9, 10, 11)? What was God’s judgment of Moses and the people (v12-13)?
	God told Moses to take his rod and speak to the rock so that it would bring forth water for the congregation and their animals to drink. Moses took the rod and gathered the assembly, and then he verbally castigated them. He called them rebels, and asked rhetorically, “Shall we bring forth water for them out this rock?” Then he lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice, and when he did water gushed out of it, allowing the entire congregation and their beasts to drink. However, even though God blessed them with water He was not pleased with Moses because he had not believed Him or treated Him as holy in the sight of the sons of Israel. Thus, He declared that Moses would not bring the assembly into the Promised Land. This place was called Meribah (contention) because Israel had contended with God, even though He proved Himself holy among them. Moses’ sin was to not simply obey God; he relied on his flesh by speaking his mind and hitting the rock twice. This was a sign of unbelief – he had struck the rock before – and was dishonoring to God since he took matters into his own hands. Unbelief is not just failing to do what God has said; sometimes it is doing more than He tells us because we think He didn’t get it all right or do enough. Another point to remember is that this Rock was Christ (1 Cor 10:4), so in a sense Moses was striking Christ when he did this. 

	11. Looking at 20:14-29 what two negatives did Israel encounter (v14-21, 23-24) and what was their response to each (v21-22, 25-29)? What can we learn from this? 
	At Kadesh the king of Edom refused to let them pass through his land, even though they promised to not consume any of the resources or to pay for what they did consume. When the king refused again they wisely went another way, because sometimes “discretion is the better part of valor”; Edom could have defeated them so it was not wise to engage the fight. The second negative was the death of Aaron, but this was inevitable since he was part of Moses’ rebellion at Meribah. Since Aaron was departing they took his high priestly garments and placed them on his son, Eleazar, so that the transition in the priesthood could be in place when he died. Thus, Aaron was buried on the mountaintop in the sight of everyone and then Moses and Eleazar came down the mountain together. They then wept for thirty days to mourn Aaron’s death. The lesson is that we must do what we can, but then accept God’s outcome. 


