Study Questions for Essentials Matter—the Sequel

	1. Read Gen 1:26-27. What was unique about God’s creation of man (v26)? In what ways do you think man is like God (v26, 27—see also Acts 17:28-29) and how do you think he is different? 
	God’s creation of man was different from the rest of creation in that He made him in His image, according to His likeness. This does not mean that he is God, but that he is like God in certain ways. In Gen 2 we see that God formed man out of the dust of the ground, rather than just speaking him into existence like the rest of creation. God’s image in man is usually related to his volitional and moral capacity, being able to choose right and wrong, or to his relational capacity, primarily with God and other human beings, or his functional capacity – he is appointed to rule over creation and is given the intellectual ability to do that. Even though animals, and even plants, have some of these aspects, they are not as advanced as man’s. The three things mentioned above, though, are clearly different – their ability to choose according to moral values, their ability to relate spiritually with God, and their position over all creation. Thus, we are the “offspring” of God, having a nature like His (Acts 17:28-29), but we are different from Him in that we are finite and limited, and contained in a body. We also have never possessed His perfection or glory although we bear traces of it. 

	2. Using Gen 3:1-19 describe the “fall of man” - how it occurred (v1-6) and how it affected man’s relationship with himself (v7), God (v8-11), and his wife (v12, 16). What were some other results (v14-15, 17-19)? 
	Man “fell” into sin when the woman (“Isha” in Hebrew, later “Eve”) responded positively to the serpent’s temptation to disobey God by eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Adam (“Ish”, man) who was with her took the fruit from his wife and ate also, in direct disobedience to God. While Eve sinned by the serpent’s deception, Adam sinned twofold; first, by not taking the lead against the serpent, and secondly, by disobediently eating of the fruit as well. The effect of this sin on man’s relationship with God was separation – he and his wife hid from God, whereas they had enjoyed a close, personal relationship before this. Man’s (male and female) relationship with himself was seriously marred because he felt shame and fear of God for the first time due to his sinful nature. This nature was marred in every respect and its tendency would be to sin, even though the moral nature of God would still be there creating tension since man would be unable to fulfill it. Additionally, the physical effect on man of his sin would be death. Man’s relationship with his wife was broken as well as they were no longer able to be naked without shame, and mutual blaming became the pattern they would follow. Other results were that men and women would be affected in crucial areas for them – women would have greater pain in childbirth and would desire to rule over their husbands (see the usage of “desire” in Gen 4:7), leading to inevitable conflict, while men would have greater pain in work leading to less productivity. Finally, the serpent animal would no longer be upright but would crawl on the ground. The “person” of the serpent (Satan) would bruise the heel of man’s offspring (Jesus), but He would crush his head. 

	3. According to Rom 3:10-18, Eph 2:1-3, and Titus 3:3 what is natural man’s condition after “the fall”? What does his “will” tell him to do in this state (Rom 7:18-19)? 
	Man’s natural condition after the fall is that none are righteous, none understand spiritual truth, none seek after God, they have all turned aside from Him, becoming useless, and there is none who does good. They words impart death and poison and are full of deception and bitterness. They love to cause bloodshed, destruction and misery; they have no peace and no fear of God. Ephesians 2 says that man in his natural (birth) condition is that of being dead because of their violations of law – God’s and man’s – and their sins. In these trespasses and sins man walks naturally, being directed by the satanic forces in this world. Man lives in the lusts of his flesh, committed to indulging the desires of the flesh and mind, thus being children of wrath – the offspring of human wrath and under the wrath of God. Titus 3:3 says that man is foolish, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various pleasures and desires, and that he spends his daily life in ill-will, envy, hatefulness, and hate towards each other. Man’s will, being enslaved by sin, may even try to do the right thing or to refrain from the wrong thing, but is unable according to Romans 7. 

	4. In Titus 3:4-7 what has God done for us (v4-5) and how (v5)? What 2 terms are used for salvation in verses 5 and 7? Explain their meaning (see John 3:3-7 and Rom 3:21-30). 
	Even though man is in his miserable, loathsome, and sinful condition God, who is kind, loving and merciful, sent His Son, our God and Savior to save us. He justified – made us right with God – by His grace, not by our works, and He regenerated us – causing us to be born anew with His nature. To be justified means to have one’s position be considered right, and in the case of our sinful condition Jesus lived for us and died for us that His righteousness and payment for our sin could be imputed to our account so that we would be right in God’s eyes – or justified. Similarly, God, by His Spirit, gave us new life and a new nature – we have been born again, or regenerated. This is absolutely vital since from birth we have been spiritually dead. Only those who have been given life spiritually can apprehend that which Jesus has done for us and accept it by faith. So, the work of salvation, from beginning to end is from God, while man’s part is to simply respond by receiving the free gift of eternal life from God through surrender to Him. 

	5. Based on 1 Thes 4:3-7 what is God’s will for us (v3, 7). Comparing this to Rom 6:19-22 what does “sanctification” mean (1 Thes 4:7 and Rom 6:19-20) and what is the result (Rom 6:22)? 
	The will of God for all believers is sanctification, specifically that we abstain from sexual immorality. Sanctification in its purest form means to be set apart from evil and set apart to God. This happens at a point in time when we are saved (see 1 Cor 6:11), but it is also a process by which we cooperate with God to become sanctified (or holy – see 1 Pet 1:14-16). This is what Romans 6:19-20 describes – we are to present our “members” (our body, including our brains) as slaves to righteousness, making a choice to obey God. This is the way sanctification works – the more we acknowledge and surrender areas that are not surrendered to God we become progressively sanctified in everyday life. The result of our sanctification will be eternal life in the sense that it will be the next step in our salvation process. As we obey we give evidence that we are regenerated and justified, thus resulting in eternal life.

	6. Using John 10:27-30 list some of the reasons we can be sure that once we are saved it is forever (v27-28, 29-20). How does Eph 1:13-14 add to this assurance? 
	Jesus spoke of “His” sheep as His own personal “flock”. These sheep hear His voice and follow Him and He knows them personally. This is one of the keys to understanding that once we are saved we are always saved – because Jesus has a personal relationship with us and we can depend on Him to keep us safe, just as a good shepherd does with His sheep. Another important point is that Jesus “gives” to them eternal life and He does not take back that which He gives (see Rom 11:29). Furthermore, it is called “eternal” life and if it could end it wouldn’t, by definition, be eternal. He says that these sheep are in His hand and no one shall “snatch” (Greek, “harpazo”, to take away by force) them out of His hand. In addition Jesus points out the fact that the Father gave them to Him, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. This is significant because the Father is greater than all. Ephesians 1:13-14 adds to this assurance in that once we are saved the Holy Spirit is given to us as a “pledge” (Greek, “arrabon”) which means a down payment or earnest money  symbolizing the certainty of the fulfillment of the contract. He is the down payment of our inheritance of eternal life. Furthermore, He seals us unto the day of redemption. In the ancient world a seal was placed on something to assure that it could not be broken except by the proper authority. So, once saved, always saved because it is God who saves and keeps us. He also works in us to bring about the sanctification process. 

	7. From 1 Cor 15:42-53 what condition can we expect one day (v42-44) and who will we look like (v47-49)? When will this happen (v51-53—see also 1 John 3:2)? 
	We can expect to live forever in a “glorified” state; we will be sown (planted in the ground) as a perishable body, but raised imperishable; sown in dishonor, but raised in glory; sown in weakness, but raised in power; sown a natural body, but raised a spiritual body. Imperishable, glorious, powerful and spiritual – these are all characteristics of our resurrected body. When we are raised in this state we will bear the image of the heavenly Adam, who is Jesus glorified. This will occur when He returns and we see Him, for then we shall be like Him according to 1 John 3:2. 

	8. Based on Eph 5:25-32 what relationship does Christ have with the church (v25, 31-32) and how does He express this (v25, 26-27, 29)?
	Christ is the Husband, or Head, of the church, who is His Bride. As a good husband He loves us, His wife, and becomes one with us. He expresses this love and unity with us by giving Himself up for us (on the cross), by sanctifying us through the washing of the water of His Word, and by helping us to become glorious and holy. Since we are His body it is His nature to nourish and cherish us even as a human being does his own fleshly body.

	9. According to Eph 1:22-23 and 1 Cor 12:27 what other relationship does Christ have to the church? How should this affect the way we “do church” - both towards God and each other?
	Christ is the Head of the church in the sense that He rules it and has authority over it. Just as the head (brain) directs the functions of the physical body, so Christ directs His spiritual body, the church. This depicts the way we should do church; towards God we must allow Him to direct us, doing nothing unless He has initiated the idea. It also informs our relationships with each other; we are to do nothing for ourselves selfishly, but everything we do for each other must be done with His approval in mind. 

	10. What are some of the purposes of the church revealed in Eph 2:19-22 and Heb 10:23-25? What is the church’s ultimate purpose (Eph 3:21 and Matt 28:19-20)? 
	One of the purposes of the church is to operate in unity with other believers in the body, regardless of how different from us they are. We are to build ourselves together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit, being built on the foundation of the New Testament apostles and Old Testament prophets (in other words, the Bible). This building must be built around Jesus Christ who is the Cornerstone, the One who keeps everything in line and together. It is all about Him as we become a dwelling place of God. This process unfolds as we consider how to stimulate one another to love and good works and to encourage one another through the regular gathering of believers. Ultimately the church exists to bring God glory which occurs as disciples are made, baptized and taught. 

	11. Using Acts 1:9-11 how will Jesus return (v9, 11)? How does 1 Thes 4:13-17 add to our knowledge of what it will occur (v14, 16, 17)?
	Jesus will return visibly with the clouds, probably composed of saints who will return with Him clothed in His glorious light. Those who have “fallen asleep with Jesus” (died) will come back and their bodies will be resurrected. Then, those who are alive at His return will meet them in the air and all believers will be with the Lord forever. 

	12. From John 5:25-29 what 2 things will Jesus do at the end of the age (v25, 27) what will result (v28-29)? Comparing 1 Cor 3:12-15 and 2 Cor 5:10 what other judgment will occur? 
	At the end of the age Jesus will call out to all who are dead and those who hear Him will live, coming forth to a resurrection of eternal life. However, those who have refused Him and committed evil in this life will continue into eternal judgment and death. Believers will all have a judgment of works (called the “bema” seat judgment) that will determine the rewards they will receive, but since they have already been justified in their eternal standing and relationship with God they will not be subject to a judgment of their salvation. The works of all believers, though, will be tested by fire, so that the works that were done in the Spirit will remain, resulting in rewards, while the works in the flesh will be burned up.  


