Joel 1-3 Daily Study Questions

The Big Idea: Since the day of the Lord will bring total devastation to unbelievers but complete restoration to believers, it only makes sense to live for Christ everyday. 
	I. Envisioning God’s Judgment             (1:1-2:17)
	Key Idea: God’s day of discipline and judgment will be great and awesome so we prepare ourselves for it through humility and repentance. 

	1. Read Joel 1:1-7. What happened to Israel in Joel’s time (v4, 6) and what were the effects (v5, 7)? Why do you think God told them to tell this to the following generations (v1-2)? 
	In Joel’s time, which was probably somewhere between 850-750BC, there was an invasion of locusts. In an agrarian economy such a plague would be devastating. This would be a complete stripping of all plant life – four types of locusts (representing the four stages of their life cycle) would eat all vegetation. This was so frightening that the only thing to which these locusts could be compared were lions with sharp teeth or fangs. The effects of this devastation were first a disruption of normal life. Since the vines and fig trees were destroyed there would be no wine or fruit, and since both of these were symbolic of their prosperity, the country would feel this economic hardship. The reason God told them to tell this future generations (emphasized strongly by the threefold “sons” – tell it to your sons, let them tell it to their sons, and them tell it to their sons) was that it was judgment or discipline from His hand. The imperative, “hear this, o elders and listen all inhabitants of the land” was like the opening of a lawsuit. God was letting them know that He was rendering His judgment on them through these locusts, and that they needed to acknowledge their wrong and make it right. 

	2. Using 1:8-12 what were the physical effects of this plague (v10, 11, 12) and the emotional effects (v8, 9, 11, 12)? Compare this to the effects of some of today’s natural disasters. 
	Physically this plague ruined the fields and the grain (wheat and barley),  dried up the new wine (the grapevines were eaten), and caused oil from the olive trees to become non-existent. In fact, all of the trees of the field were destroyed – pomegranate, palm and apple – so that, in summary, there were no fruit or vegetables or grain. This meant that the animals wouldn’t have food either, so the eradication of the meat supply would follow closely behind. This would lead to emotional and spiritual effects as well because the people were so dependent on what their eyes could see. They would wail, the priests would mourn – they were dependent on the food for offerings, but also for the share of the offerings as food - the farmers would be ashamed, realizing that their sin was responsible for this plague, the vinedressers would wail, and all joy would cease for everyone. We have seen the same thing in the 911 disaster, in the Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, the tsunami, etc – people don’t just lose material possessions; they are devastated in every way. God can use these events to turn people back to Him. 

	3. Looking at 1:13-20 how were Israel’s priests to respond and why (v13), and how was the nation to respond (v14)? Why (v15-20)? 
	The priests were to lead the way in repenting before God – they were to spend the night in sackcloth and wail because the offerings to God would cease. The nation was to follow suit by consecrating a fast, proclaiming a solemn assembly, and crying out to the Lord. The reason would be their realization that this disaster could not have occurred unless God had allowed it, and if He allowed it then they must discover what they needed to do to make it right with Him. He is the ultimate reference point for us in everything, but often it is only when everything else fails that we realize this. 

	4. From Joel 2:1-11 what was near (v1) and what would it be like (v2, 3, 6)? What would the invaders be like (v4-5, 7-10)? Whose army was this (v11)? 
	The day of the Lord was coming and it would be soon. This “day” was the day of the Lord’s judgment in which the nations of the earth would receive retribution for their sin, the Lord’s people would receive their chastisement, and then finally their restoration. The “day of the Lord” is spoken of in Joel more than any other book of the Bible; it doesn’t refer to a specific twenty-four hour day, but an indefinite period of time when the Lord would make all things right by judging evil and restoring good. This day would be similar to the effect of a plague of locusts. Like an invasion of locusts, His armies would be ride in on war horses, overcome all obstacles, and destroy everything in their path. They will march in ranks, with no gaps in their offense when they burst through the defenses of their enemy; they will rush on the city, run on the wall, and climb into the houses. They will cause the earth to quake, the heavens to tremble, the sun, moon and stars to grow dim, and all the people will be in anguish with their faces turning pale. This is the army of the hosts of the Lord – angelic warriors, and possibly God’s redeemed as they return for the battle of Armageddon. No one will be a match for them because God, with His mighty voice will lead them. That day will be great and awesome. 

	5. Using 2:12-17 how was Israel to prepare for this day (v12, 13, 15, 16, 17) and what would be their hope (v13-14, 17)? 
	Israel was to prepare for this day by returning to God with all their heart, rending their hearts rather than their garments (sincerely) by fasting, weeping, and mourning. They were to proclaim the solemn assembly before this day just as they would do to stop the plague of locusts. Everyone, including the infant and child, was to participate, stopping whatever they were doing, and they were to consecrate themselves to God. The priests were to weep between Solomon’s porch and the altar, in order to prepare a sacrifice that God would accept; they were to pray for God to spare His people so that they would not become a reproach among the nations – for His sake. If they did this their hope would be that God, who is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in mercy, would relent of the evil that would allow on His people and instead leave a blessing on them. Hopefully, they would be spared and God would be honored. 

	II. Experiencing God’s Restoration (2:18-32)
	Key Idea: After disciplining His people God will completely restore all who call on His Name both physically and spiritually.

	6.  Looking at 2:18-20 what is God’s promise (v18, 19, 20)? Why will He act in behalf of His people (v18)? 
	God would be zealous for His land once again and send them grain, new wine, and oil. They would be satisfied with them and would never again become a reproach to the nations. He would also remove the northern armies far from them and would drive them into desolate places so they would die. He would do all of this because of His pity for His people. 

	7. According to 2:21-27 how will God restore Israel (v22, 23-24, 25, 26)? What will be the result (v26) and what will this show (v27)? 
	God will restore Israel by turning the wilderness green, causing the trees and vines to bear fruit, giving them rain in abundance, providing bountiful harvest so that the threshing floors would be full of grain, allowing them to have plenty to eat and be satisfied. One of the great promises in the Bible is 2:25 - that God would make up for the years when the locusts have stripped everything because of their disobedience. Even though we have consequences for our sin God still promises to restore us when we return to Him (although we must not presume on His kindness by remaining disobedient). They would then know that the Lord God was alone the true God and that He was in the midst of Israel, meaning that His people would never again be put to shame. 

	8. Read 2:28-32. What spiritual promises (v28-29) and earthly events (v30-31) will occur in the last days (see Acts 2:14-21)? How do we get to be on the Lord’s side (v32)?
	God promised that after His restoration of Israel to prosperity and fellowship that His Spirit would be poured out on all mankind (not just Israel) and that both sons and daughters (the young) and old men would receive and give forth God’s revelation. There would be no one who was outside of God’s presence and everyone would have personal knowledge of Him in the millennial kingdom. The coming of this kingdom, as Revelation portrays (along with Jesus’ Olivet Discourse in Matt 24), will be preceded by wondrous displays in the skies and on earth – blood, fire, columns of smoke, a darkened sun, and a blood-red moon – so that no one will be able to claim that they didn’t know about it or weren’t forewarned. This should lead everyone to call on the name of the Lord, and the final promise of this section is that those who do will be saved, whether Jew or Gentile, young or old, slave or free. This passage is referred to by Peter at Pentecost to show that God’s presence is available to all because of the cross of Christ, and that it is not limited specifically to Jews (although it never really was, but that was the perception). The events that happened around the cross, resurrection, ascension, and Pentecost (speaking in tongues, mighty rushing wind, divided tongues of fire on everyone) were a foreshadowing of wonders that what would occur in the last days before the “day of the Lord”. This shows that the aftermath of the day of the Lord will be that everyone who has called on Him will directly experience His presence and be saved. This is the way to be on His side for His kingdom, and for all eternity. 

	III. Enjoying God’s Retribution    (3:1-21)
	Key Idea: We should joyfully look forward to God’s ultimate justice on those who do evil and the prosperity He will bring to believers. 

	9. From 3:1-8 where will all armies be gathered in the day of t he Lord (v1-2) and why (v2-6)? What further justice would God render to the nations (v7-8)? 
	The armies will be gathered to the valley of Jehoshaphat, a place that is not cited elsewhere. “Jehoshaphat” is a Hebrew compound that means “Yahweh judges”, and that is what will occur in this valley. This is probably the valley of Jezreel which is below Mt Megiddo, aka, Armageddon. God would gather these nations together for the sake of His people, Israel, whose land had been divided by them, and who had also cast lots for the Israelites as slave labor. Furthermore, they had taken the silver, gold, and precious treasures from the worship of God to the temples of their false gods. These national acts would be recompensed by God as the Israelites would buy their sons and daughters as slaves (or they would be sold as slaves to the Sabeans in Arabia) as they left the places in which they had been enslaved. 

	10. In 3:9-17 what will God do to the nations on His “day” (v9-12, 13-16), and what will He do for His people (v16-17)? 
	God will call all the nations to war in the Valley of Jehoshaphat with their weapons and mighty warriors. On His day the Lord will reap the harvest of the earth in this valley, tread the winepress of His wrath (squeezing all of the bloodshed and evil out of the grapes of their violence and sin), and make His decision/judgment on them. This place would then be called the Valley of Decision as the Lord decided their eternal destiny. At the same time the roar of the Lord against the nations will be an asylum, a place of refuge for His people – as He judged the nations the result would be security for His people. Then all Israel would know that the Lord was their God whose dwelling place was Zion/Jerusalem. It would be set apart for Him and no longer would strangers pass through the city anymore; only true believers would be allowed in. 

	11. Based on 3:18-21 what is Judah’s destiny (v18, 20-21) and why (v19)? 
	Judah’s destiny is abundant prosperity – the mountains of Israel will be so lush that they will drip with sweet (new) wine, and brooks will flow so freely that everything will be well-watered. In contrast Egypt and Edom will become a desolate wilderness because of the all the violence they had done to the sons of Judah. Furthermore, Jerusalem will be inhabited again, forever – for all generations – and their blood will be fully avenged by God.

	12. Think about Joel’s message. How was the plague of locusts like the day of the Lord? What does this book teach us about responding to God’s judgment and His restoration? 
	In the day of the Lord nothing will escape God’s judgment. He is completely thorough in everything He accomplishes. Also, His day will be one of complete devastation for all who do not believe in Him. The obvious lesson is that we should take to heart God’s intent to destroy all evil and establish the good. We should prepare ourselves by giving our lives to Christ and serving Him everyday. Then, we God brings all things to a conclusion we will get to enjoy Him and His way of life forever. 


