Study Questions for Matthew 22:1-23:12 – Not Exactly PC
The Big Idea: It is more important to humble ourselves and believe in Jesus than to have the approval of those who have worldly power.
	I. Extending the Invitation (22:1-14)
	Key Idea: We are assured of eternal salvation when we respond to God’s call and receive the righteousness of Christ. 

	1. Read Matt 22:1-7. In this story what did the King do (v2, 3, 4) and how did the invitees respond (v3, 5, 6)? What did this indicate and what was the result (v7)? What do the King, the Son, the invitees and the wedding feast represent?
	The King (the Father) gave a wedding feast for His Son (Jesus) and sent His slaves to call those who had been invited (the Jewish people) to come. The wedding feast represents the kingdom when it is established, a much anticipated event. When the invitees received the summons they were unwilling to come so the King invited others, who also devised excuses so they would have to come. Some even seized the King’s slaves (the prophets and God’s spokesmen), mistreating and killing them. This enraged the King, who sent His armies, destroying the murderers and setting their city on fire. This foreshadowed the destruction of Jerusalem by the Roman armies in AD70 after the Jewish people had rejected Jesus in the crucifixion. 

	2. In Matt 22:8-10 what was the King’s next step (v8-9) and what was the result (v10)? To whom does this next group correspond? 
	The King’s next step was to send His slaves out into the main highways to invite as many as they could find to the wedding feast that was ready. They did this, inviting both the evil and the good, with the result that the wedding hall was filled with guests. This group corresponds to all who do respond to the call of God through His people, although for some this will be a superficial response. This is a recurring theme throughout the Bible that there are many who seem to be converted to Christianity and God’s way but they do not endure, showing that their conversion was not genuine. As 22:14 says only those who are chosen, or elect, will be in God’s eternal kingdom.  

	3. From Matt 22:11-14 what was discovered (v11) and what was the result (v12-13)? What does this mean for us and what does it illustrate (v14)? To summarize, what excludes us from heaven (v3, 12)?
	One of the guests at the wedding feast came without wearing the appropriate attire – wedding clothes. He was confronted about why he had done this and he had no answer, indicating that he knew he was wrong and had no defense. The King gave the orders to bind his hands and feet and cast him into outer darkness, the place where there was weeping and gnashing of teeth. Obviously this was more than a social faux pas; it was symbolic of those who try to enter heaven (the kingdom) wearing their own merits or “righteousness”. We can only get it wearing the righteousness of Christ. The teaching of this entire story is that while many are called, only the chosen or elect respond in a way that secures eternal salvation for them. The first necessary action is to actually come to God when invited; the second is to wear the appropriate clothing, which is the righteousness of Christ. To fail to respond to God or to seek to enter wearing your own righteousness or worthiness will exclude you from heaven. We must come to Him and we must come in His righteousness. 

	II. Eliminating the Investigation (22:15-40)
	Key Idea: All attempts to trap Jesus were eliminated by His divine discernment and wisdom. 

	4. Using Matt 22:15-18 who tried to trap Jesus (v15-16)? What was their set up (v16) and their question (v17)? How did Jesus reply (v18) and what does this show? 
	The Pharisees counseled together about how to trap Jesus by His words, so they sent some of their disciples, along with the Herodians, to ask Him a sticky question. It was significant that these two groups joined forces to trap Jesus because they hated each other. The Herodians were really a political group of Jews who supported the Herodian dynasty and Roman rule, to which obviously the Pharisees were opposed. They both viewed Jesus as a threat to their power so they posed a question: “Is it lawful to pay tax to Caesar, or not?” If Jesus answered “No” to placate the Pharisees then He would be a rebel to the Romans and subject to civil punishment. If He said “Yes” to placate the Herodians and the Roman rule He would be risking His popularity with the people and would be considered as violating the “pure” position of the Jewish kingdom as being the only legitimate earthly kingdom. Jesus’ first response to them was to ask why they were testing Him, calling them hypocrites. This shows that Jesus was fully aware of the situation and saw the real issue which was their hypocrisy. They didn’t want the truth; they simply wanted to trap Him. 

	5. Read Matt 22:19-22. How did Jesus evade their trap (v19-20, 21) and what was the result (v22)? What principle is Jesus teaching and how should we apply it?
	Jesus evaded their trap by requesting a Roman coin used for the poll-tax and asking whose likeness and inscription it was. He then told them to give to Caesar that which was his and to God that which was His. This was a perfect answer because human authority is ordained by God, and the fact that they were using the service of the Roman government (as evidenced by the coin) showed that they were in agreement that certain submission to that government was okay. Moreover, the second part of the answer was perfect as well because He told them to give to God the things that were His (His image is stamped on our being), thus pinpointing their basic problem. They were not serving God even though they didn’t want to serve Caesar. They were, in fact, serving only themselves by all they were doing. The result of this encounter was that they all marveled and not only left Him, but went away. The application for us is that we are to support civil government (even with taxes) as long as it doesn’t violate our conscience; especially since we receive value from it in terms of protection and usually convenience. More than that, though, we are to give to God the things that are His, which is essentially everything we have. 

	6. Looking at Matt 22:23-28 describe who tried to trap Jesus next (v23). What scenario did they pose (v24-27) and why did this seem to be a dilemma (v28)? 
	The Sadducees tried to trap Jesus next. This was a group of liberal Jews who only believed in the first five books of the Bible and who were basically the “power brokers” of the ruling council (Sanhedrin) of the Jews, having great wealth and most of the High Priests. They denied the supernatural (including the resurrection) and the existence of angels. With this in mind they used a situation that could arise from the law of levirate marriage. If a man died with no children, then his brother was bound by the law to marry his wife so that his name (and inheritance) could continue in Israel. If there were seven brothers in all who died then they asked which husband would belong to the wife “in the resurrection”. They were obviously exposing their hypocrisy with this question since they didn’t even believe in the resurrection. Not only that, but as the next verses show, they also exposed their ignorance. 

	7. From Matt 22:29-33 how did Jesus expose the Sadducees (v29)? Explain the two things that they misunderstood (v30, 31-32). What was the result (v33)? 
	Jesus exposed the Sadducees’ ignorance in two ways – they misunderstood the Scriptures and the power of God. Regarding the Scriptures they had overlooked the fact that in the resurrection people are not married and do not get married – rather they are like the angels in heaven. There is no need for offspring and marriage relationships don’t continue as such, although we will know each other. Also, their lack of acceptance of the supernatural and the resurrection overlooked the power of God. He is “I AM”, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and by extension the God of all who have died. He is eternal, and raises up those who believe in Him for eternity. They had rejected the supernatural and the resurrection, but even the first five books of the Bible teach both. When the multitudes standing by heard His answer and His teaching they were astonished. Rather than trapping Jesus the Sadducees had given Him an opportunity to demonstrate His greatness and had exposed their ignorance. 

	8. Using Matt 22:34-40 what third group tried to trap Jesus (v34) and what was their question (v35-36)? How did Jesus answer (v37-40) and why was this right?
	The third group that tried to trap Jesus was the Pharisees. These three groups, the Herodians, Sadducees and Pharisees were the ruling class in Israel at the time, and few dared to cross them. Jesus had already defeated the traps of the first two, though, so the Pharisees tried a different approach – the Scriptures themselves. They asked what Jesus thought was the great commandment in the Law. He answered that it was to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind” (Deut 6:5) was the foremost commandment. However, He then added that the second greatest was like it – to love your neighbor as yourself (Lev 19:18). All of the Law and the Prophets depended on these two commandments, summing them up as the underlying principle beneath all of God’s will. In other words if a person actually loves God completely and loves others as he loves himself, he will keep all the commandments in the Bible. Since this was the correct and comprehensive answer they had no argument. He had successfully defeated all three groups’ traps for Him, demonstrating His sovereignty over all. 

	III. Exposing the Issue (22:41-23:12)
	Key Idea: The reason that people refuse to believe in Jesus is selfish pride. 

	9. In Matt 22:41-47 how did Jesus turn the tables (v41) and what did He ask (v42-45)? Why was this a crucial question (v45)? What was the result of all these questions (v46)? 
	After the Pharisees, Sadducees and Herodians had grilled Jesus, using their areas of interest – the Pharisees using the Law, the Herodians using the Roman government, and the Sadducees mocking the resurrection, He then turned the tables on them. Similarly, He used the subject that was closest to His heart – His Son-ship and Messiah-ship. He asked them about the Messiah, of whom was He the Son. They replied that He was the Son of David, the classic Jewish answer. Jesus, then, using Ps 110:1 asked why David, in the Spirit, called Him “Lord”. In other words, if He is the Son of David, how can He be his Lord? The only logical answer is that the Messiah was actually the Son of God, which was the claim Jesus kept making to them. They obviously didn’t want to answer because it would have trapped them into admitting that what He had been saying made sense, and that His claims were not ludicrous at all. In fact if they would have understood the divine nature of the Messiah they would have realized that His kingdom was primarily of a spiritual, rather than an earthly, nature. After this round of debates they all left Jesus, afraid to question Him at all. 

	10. Based on Matt 23:1-12 what was the real problem of the Pharisees (v5) and what examples did Jesus give (v2-3, 4, 5, 6-7)? When are titles wrong (v8, 9, 10) and why (v11-12)? 
	The real problem of the Pharisees was that they loved the approval of men rather than of God. All that they did was to be noticed by men – they seated themselves in the “chair of Moses” so that they could instruct everyone, although they didn’t do it themselves. Jesus told the people to do what they said, but not do what they did. They tied heavy loads of rules on the people’s shoulders but were unwilling to help them in the slightest way to keep them – they didn’t really care about them, but cared about their “power”. They also broadened their phylacteries, the leather boxes containing the Mosaic laws that were worn on the forehead and forearms during prayer. These were bound with leather straps, so they had broadened these straps to make them appear more prominent (and them more righteous). They also lengthened the tassels of their garments to make them appear more spiritual. Furthermore they loved the places of honor at banquets, the chief seats in the synagogues, and the respectful greetings in the marketplaces. These greetings would generally be in the form of titles, such as Rabbi (teacher), Father, or Leader. Jesus instructed that they not be called by these titles, as if that’s really who they were; the truth is that there was only one Teacher, one Father, and one Leader – God. In a Trinitarian sense the Teacher is the Holy Spirit, the Father is the Father, and the Leader is Jesus, the Christ (Messiah). Really Jesus in not saying titles are wrong, but rather that the spirit of pride associated with cherishing titles is wrong. Instead of being exalted by titles, we should seek to be the servant, for that is the one that is greatest. As Jesus said, “whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted”. 

	11. Summarize how Jesus exposed the Jewish leaders in the parable of the wedding feast, in their question and answer encounters, and in their hypocritical practices. Why did He not simply go along with them? 
	Jesus showed the Jewish leaders that they had intentionally chosen to reject God’s offer of salvation and that their place would be taken by others. However, no one would get in on the basis of their own merit, but would have to wear appropriate clothes of righteousness to be in the kingdom. He also exposed their hypocrisy and inconsistency as He encountered their investigations of Him.  First, He showed that they really were in league with the Roman government, but failed to render to God that which was His. Their beliefs, such as the Sadducees’ refusal to believe the resurrection, were also shallow because they had failed to consider that God is “I AM”, the eternal present, who is the God of the living, and not the dead. Finally, He showed that there were two great commandments that were fully integrated, those of loving God and loving one another. He then sought to lead them to acceptance of Him as God’s son, but they were silent rather than receptive. He also challenged their pride directly pointing out how much they loved attention from people. He refused to simply go along with them, as someone might do today to be politically correct, because to do so would have been uncaring. It would have left them believing that they were right and did not need to repent.  


