Romans 13-14 - Daily Study Questions – Your Side of the Street
The Big Idea: We are responsible for our attitudes and actions, and not others’, as we pursue the things that make for peace and the building up of each other. 
	I. Accept God’s Authority                  (13:1-14)
	Key Idea: To carry out God’s will in our relationships we must submit to His delegated authority and show love to all. 

	1. Read Romans 13:1-4. What is commanded (v1) and what is the rationale (v1-2, 3-4)? What are the results of disobedience to this command (v2, 4)? What is the better course (v3)?  
	We are commanded to be subject to the governing authorities (local, state, national governments) because 1) to resist authority means to resist God and His ordinance, since He is the one that has put every authority in place; 2) when we oppose authority we will receive a) condemnation and b) punishment since the authority is a minister of God to avenge His wrath on the one who practices evil. As he says rulers are not a cause of fear when we “behave ourselves”, but they are when we do evil. So, the better course to have no fear of authority is to simply to do good and we will be praised by the authority in place. This doesn’t address the situation when the authority in place orders us to violate our conscience or convictions before God. In that case we must “obey God rather than men” as Peter said in Acts 5:29. We are then willing to accept the consequences of disobeying an evil law for the sake of loyalty to God. In a sense, though, we still submit to the authority in place by enduring their punishment. 

	2. In 13:5-7 what 2nd reason, besides the ruler’s wrath, are we to subject ourselves to authority (v5) and what does this mean (v6)? How does this look in everyday life (v7)? 
	The second reason to subject ourselves to authority is that our conscience dictates it because we receive value from an orderly government. We are to pay taxes, which is an act of submission to governmental authority, because they support the services that government offers. Whether rulers realize it or not they are being used by God to allow the spread of the gospel because they maintain order in society. An expansion of this idea is given in 13:7 – we are to render to all what is due them. Anyone who has been placed in authority over us must be honored according to the domain of their position. Taxes should be paid to those who are due taxes, custom to those who should be shown the customary deference, fear to those to whom fear is due, and honor to whom honor is due. This shows that authority is a major part of everyday life; unless we learn to submit to authority we will never be in the center of God’s will. The inability to submit to authority is a common reason why people don’t grow up and become solid contributors to society or the kingdom of God. 

	3. Based on 13:8-10 what is the positive approach to fulfilling God’s will in all of our relationships in society (v8)? What principle sums up the entire law of God (v9) and why (v10)? 
	The positive approach to fulfilling God’s will is to love each other – true love is always right, as the title of a book by Josh McDowell reads. Of course true love doesn’t necessarily mean that it is always pleasant, because we have to speak the truth to those whom we love. However, love is always right. The reason is that when we love we carry out each of the ten commandments that relate to people – we won’t commit adultery against another man, we won’t murder, we won’t steal, we won’t covet, and we won’t bear false witness and we will honor our father and mother. Love always seeks God’s best for the one who is loved, so it can’t do wrong to a neighbor. Because of that love is the fulfillment of the law and is the principle by which we should live – loving God, others and ourselves in a healthy way. 

	4. According to 13:11-14 what action (v12-14) and attitude (v11) should we have and why (v11-12)? What general principle should direct our lives (v14)? Apply. 
	With attitude in mind that salvation is nearer than when we first believed we must awaken ourselves from passivity and drowsiness. The time is urgent because it is short so there is no place for wasting our lives on the “deeds of darkness” like carousing, drunkenness, sexual promiscuity, sensuality, strife and jealousy. Rather we should put on the armor of light by putting on the Lord Jesus Christ, and we should make no provision for the flesh. This means we should abstain from fleshly lusts (1 Pet 2:11) and discipline ourselves for the purpose of godliness (1 Tim 4:7), seeking to be holy in all our behavior. A key element in this is to stop making “provision” (“pronoia”, to be mindful beforehand; so the idea is to making allowances for evil in our lives) for the flesh. When we see certain “triggers” to sinful behavior, or certain situations that often seem to end in sin, we must remove these.  

	II. Allow God to Judge (14:1-16)
	Key Idea: We must accept one another without condemnation and let God evaluate each person. 

	5. Using 14:1-4 what are we instructed to do and why (v1)? Who is weak and who is strong in faith (v2) and how are they to regard each other (v3)? Why (v4)? 
	Those who are strong are to accept those who are weak in “the” faith, but not for the purpose of passing judgment on their opinions. This tells us that the question concerns gray areas where the Scriptures do not have an explicit command. Those who are weak have not understood “the faith”, the body of Christ’s and the apostles’ teachings, which inform us that nothing that enters the mouth is unclean (Matt 15:17-18) now that the Mosaic law is no longer in effect. Those who understand the faith, the strong, are to receive to themselves (Gr, proslambano, to accept) the weak, not regarding them with contempt (an intensive form of a word that means to “bring to nothing”), or considering them as nothing. Similarly, the weak are not to judge those who do eat because God has accepted them. After all we are not to judge the servant of another; we stand or fall based on the standards of the master we serve. Since God is our Master, it is His right to evaluate the actions of those who are His servants. We must put all condemnation and judgmental attitudes aside, and leave the judging business to God. Since God has accepted us, we must accept one another. 

	6. From 14:5-9 what guideline should we follow regarding the “gray areas” of conduct (v5)? What should be our concern (v6) and why (v7-8), and why is this important (v 9)? 
	In addition to which foods are permissible to eat, a question that we don’t face today (except with alcohol), the issue of what days are holy also was a point of discussion for the Roman Christians. We must keep in mind that the early church had Jewish Christians as well as Gentile Christians, even in Gentile regions. As Paul says we observe dietary restrictions or holy days to the Lord – it is out of obedience to what we believe He is leading us to do that causes us to practice certain things differently than other Christians. This could apply to food, drink, days, what we read, how much television we watch, our recreational activities, our schedules, etc. The guideline we should follow is to be “fully convinced (to bear fully, i.e., to carry our conviction fully) in our own minds”; in other words we should seek God’s mind for us on the practice and then only do it when we are convinced that it is His will for us. Furthermore, we should give thanks to God for His permission or withholding of permission to enjoy this food, drink, or activity. Our concern must be the Lord, for we both live and die for Him, and not for ourselves. This is the reason that Christ died and then lived so that He would become the Lord of the dead – those who have been crucified with Him – and the Lord of the living – those who have been raised to walk in newness of life (Rom 6:4). 

	7. Looking at 14:10-12 what is the real problem that Paul addresses (v10a)? What fact makes this foolish (v10b, 11-12) and how should this direct us to do? 
	The real problem in these practices is that we use them to judge each other and thus hold each other in contempt. Again, it is not our place to judge, but God’s, and we will all stand before the judgment (bema) seat of God (Christ in 2 Cor 5:10). This will not be for eternal judgment because we have all been declared righteous by our faith in Christ. This judgment will allow us to be recompensed for the works we have done in this life; the works done by the Spirit will be rewarded, but the works done in the flesh will be burned up. So, this is a judgment of rewards. One day every knee shall bow to God and every tongue will give praise to Him, with all giving an account of themselves to God. So, we should each live in such a way that will be pleasing to God. 

	8. Based on 14:13-16 what else should the fact of 14:10 lead us to do (v13)? What truth is brought out (v14), but how must we not misapply this truth (v15)? Why (16)? 
	Because we will all stand before God’s judgment seat there is no reason for us to judge each other – that is God’s domain. Furthermore, we must realize that such judgmental attitudes put obstacles and stumbling-blocks (snares) in the way of our brothers. Some fall down over seeing us do certain things that we know are okay and some are led into doing the same things when their consciences won’t allow this. Either way, whether by wounding another’s conscience or by leading them back into their sin we are to blame for hurting them. We cannot, then, even knowing the truth that we are free, destroy (bring to nothing) with food one for whom Christ died. The fact is that nothing is unclean in itself, but if one thinks it is unclean, albeit misguided, it is unclean to them. This goes to the heart attitude of sin; in essence it is rebellion against God. So, whether it is technically right or wrong, if I think it’s wrong and do it, I am rebelling against God. So, I must not lead such a one to sin because of my actual freedom in Christ; that which is good must not be spoken of as evil. 

	III. Affirm Your Own Convictions (14:17-23)
	Key Idea: We must confidently practice our God-given convictions as we pursue righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 

	9. Read 14:17-19. What does and does not characterize the kingdom of God (v17)? What is its outcome (v18)? What principle should this lead us to follow (v19)?
	The kingdom of God is not about eating and drinking – things of this world – but it is about righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. If we serve God in this way – pursuing righteousness, peace, and joy – we are acceptable (heuarestos, well-pleasing) to Him and we are approved (received as authentic, like metals that have been tested) by men. Because this approach is well-pleasing to God and passes the genuineness test of men we should pursue (follow hard after it, like tracking down a criminal) the things that make for peace and the building up of one another. 

	10. In 14:20-23 what 2 principles should guide us in our practices that are not clearly spelled out in the Bible (v20-21, 22-23)? Explain why verse 23 is true.
	The first principle that should guide us in our practices is to do nothing that tears down our brother or causes him to stumble, even if for us it would be okay. Secondly, our faith or convictions must be held for God’s approval, not the approval of men. Thus, we must not condemn ourselves in what our heart approves simply because of the disapproval of man. If we doubt the rightness of what we are doing we condemn ourselves because we are rebelling against what we think is God’s actual will. This is why whatever is not of faith – taking God at His Word, doing His will – is sin. Just because we believe it is right, though, doesn’t make it right; it is what God says about it that determines that. However, if we think it is wrong and do it, even if it is not technically wrong, we have sinned because we have done what we believe in heart is not God’s desire or will. 

	11 Looking back over Rom 13-14 what is “our part” in relation to authority (13:1-7), in general with all our relationships (13:8-14), and in our personal preferences (Rom 14:3, 5, 12, 13, 19, 22, 23)? 
	Our part relating to authority is to obey it unless it violates God’s revealed will. Even then we are willing to submit to the punishment that authority dispenses for the sake of our conviction before God. It is vital that we learn how to submit to authority because that is how God primarily works in this world – His delegated authority through men. In all of our relationships we are to have this submissive attitude, loving others as we love ourselves. This means putting ourselves second to seek their best before God, thus causing no harm to come to them. In general this is God’s mandate for us in view of the fact that His return draws nearer. It is a waste of precious time to continue to pamper the flesh, indulging in fleshly desires. Rather, we are to arm ourselves in God’s light, putting on the Lord Jesus Christ. This will enable us to love others as we are called to do. This, in turn, guides the expression of our personal preferences. While we must have a conviction from God about what we are permitted to do that is not explicitly spelled out in Scripture, we must not allow our practice to cause a weaker brother to stumble or result in the destruction of their walk with the Lord. Rather, we should pursue hard after righteousness, peace and joy and seek the building up of our brothers in Christ. Whatever we do, we are to do with a conviction that has been given to us by God and seek to please Him rather than man. We are not to condemn ourselves if we feel it is what God wants us to do, and we are not to condemn others if they are acting from their personal conviction on a non-Scriptural, gray, area. This allows us to build each other up. 


