Daily Study Questions for Revelation 21-22 – At Last
The Big Idea: In eternity our quest for meaning and fulfillment will finally be satisfied by the presence of God. 
	I. Remaking Everything (21:1-8)
	Key Idea: With evil destroyed God will remake everything into His original glorious design. 

	1. Read Rev 21:1-5. Describe what John saw (v1, 2). What things did he hear (v3-4, 5) and who said them (v3, 5)? What is the overall theme of these words (v5)? 
	John saw a new heaven and a new earth that had no sea. He also saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, descending from heaven – adorned as a bride for her husband. This would indicate that new Jerusalem was the redeemed of the ages and that God would dwell among them forever. It would also be physical city as explained later, but primarily a city is its people. A voice from God’s throne in heaven declared that the inhabitants of the city would be the people of God and He would be among them. Furthermore, he would wipe away every tear; there would be no more death, mourning, crying, or pain because God would make all things new. The newness of everything is the theme of the new heavens and earth – the old existence contaminated by sin and Satan had passed away and God would now fill everything with His presence and glory. 

	2. Using 21:6-8 what was “done” (v6)? What promises were made (v6, 7, 8) and who made them (v6)? What was the purpose of declaring these words? 
	God’s resolution of Satan’s rebellion and its effects was finally done – He had made all things new. As the Alpha and Omega (the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet) and the beginning and the end He had complete authority to give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost. He further promised to the one who overcomes to inherit these blessings, and that He would be their God and they would be His sons. He also promised to those on the outside, the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable murderers and immoral people, and sorcerers, idolaters, and liars that their part would be in the lake of fire and brimstone – known as the second death. Since all of these evil people would be gone at that point (they would be burning in the lake of fire) the point was for those who would hear or read these words – people from the first generation to the last - to choose where they would spend eternity. It also helps us see that those who practice these things – unbelieving and lying for example – will be judged for being such people, not just for doing the sins. Those who lie habitually are liars and will spend eternity in the lake of fire; those who habitually refuse to believe or cowardly refuse to stand for their beliefs will spend eternity in the lake of fire, etc. How we act habitually is who we are and in the end we will be judged by those actions. 

	II. Revealing Our Eternal Home (21:9-22:5)
	Key Idea: God’s people will experience true freedom and pure fellowship with God in a setting filled with life and His glory forever. 

	3. Looking at 21:9-14 what did the “bride” of the Lamb look like (v10-11, 12-13, 14)? Based on this (v12, 14) who is the “bride” throughout eternity? 
	The bride of the Lamb had the glory of God, having the brilliance of a very costly stone of crystal-clear jasper – like our diamond, rather than the modern opaque stone known as jasper. The wall around the people of the city was great and high with twelve gates attended by twelve angels with the names of the twelve tribes of Israel written on them. The wall also had twelve foundation stones that had the names of the twelve apostles on them (maybe Paul was the replacement for Judas, or possibly Matthias). This city, new Jerusalem, then, represented both the Old Testament people of God, Israel, as well as the New Testament people of God, the church. Thus, the bride for all eternity will be all the people of God, both Jews and Gentiles. All will be the bride of the Lamb, because all will have personal faith in Him. 

	4. In Rev 21:15-21 what were the dimensions of the city (v15-16) and its wall (v17)? Of what were the walls (v18), city (v18), foundation (v19-20), gates (v21), and streets (v21) made? 
	The dimensions of new Jerusalem (apparently measuring the wall around the city) will be about 1400 miles cubed – 2 million square miles in surface area, not to mention the height – which will be enough space for all the glorified saints to live (according to John MacArthur). By comparison the USA is 3.7 million square miles. However, when the height of new Jerusalem is figured in, there will be 1400 mile wide layers, which amounts to 2.8 billion (2,800 million) square miles – more than the entire surface area of the earth (estimated to be 196,935 million square feet in total area – 70% water, 30% land). The wall will be seventy two yards wide and will be made of jasper. The structures of the city will be pure gold, so pure that it will appear as glass. The foundation stones of the wall were also adorned with more precious stones – jasper, sapphire, chalcedony, emerald, sardonyx, sardius, chrysolite, beryl, topaz, chrysoprase, jacinth and amethyst. The twelve gates were each a single pearl, possibly as a reminder of the great struggle (the way pearls are formed is by coating and recoating a grain of sand irritating the insides of an oyster) that Jesus endured to secure an entrance into the presence of God. The street of the city is also pure gold, so pure that it appears as glass. 

	5. Using 21:22-27 what was missing in the city and why (v22, 23)? How would the nations relate to the city (v24, 25-26)? Who will not and who will have access (v27)? 
	There was no temple in the city because the Lord God, the Almighty, and the Lamb are its temple. The temple is the place to come into the presence of God and in new Jerusalem God and the Lamb will simply be present without concealing themselves behind structures or being “up in heaven”. Similarly, their presence will eliminate the need for light from any other source, such as the sun or the moon; God’s glory will illumine it and the Lamb will be the lamp through which God’s light will shine. The nations will walk by this light because the redeemed from every people will be in the city and all the redeemed kings of the earth will bring their glory into it – there will be no other glory for eternity other than God’s. People and kings of all nations will move in and out of new Jerusalem all the time because the gates will never be closed during the day (and it will always be day because there is no night there). However, the unclean, and those who practice abomination and lying will never come into it, because they will have been cast into the lake of fire at the great white throne judgment – demonstrating that their names were not written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

	6.  Looking at 22:1-5 what came from the throne (v1-2) and what was on each side of it (v2)? Why (v2)? What blessings will believers experience throughout eternity (v3, 4, 5)? 
	The river of the water of life came from the throne of God and the Lamb and flowed down the middle of the street. On each side of the river was the tree of life bearing twelve kinds of fruit, one for each month. Additionally, the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations – indicating that our memory will still be intact (there will be no pain, mourning, or crying but the memory of it will still be there.) This tree of life will heal all those memories of pain, division, and alienation so that wholeness will prevail for eternity. The curse (of sin) will finally be reversed and the bondservants of God will serve Him. We shall see His face, His name will be on our foreheads, and we will reign with Him forever. We will experience a state of pure fellowship with God for eternity. 

	III. Responding Expectantly (22:6-21)
	Key Idea: When we consider how great eternity will be and the nearness of Christ’s return we must respond with hopeful expectancy. 

	7. According to 22:6-9 how were the words of Revelation characterized (v6) and what was their purpose (v6-7)? What does the angel tell John to do (v9)? Apply.
	The words of Revelation are faithful and true and were sent from God by His angel to show His bondservants the things that would shortly occur. Jesus declared that He was coming quickly so that everyone who would pay attention to the words of this book would be blessed. The angel tells John not to worship him, but to simply heed the words of this book and to worship God. We must similarly believe that Jesus is coming soon to reveal who is with Him and who is against Him. It is wise for us to live in such a way that we will be glad to see Him. We must not act like we have plenty of time to “get our act together”; now is the time to serve the Lord. 

	8. From 22:10-11 what command was John given (v10) and why (v10)? What instructions does v11 give and what do you think they mean?
	John was given the command to not seal up this prophecy because the time for their fulfillment was near. Verse 11 says for the one who is doing wrong to keep doing wrong, and the one who is filthy to remain filthy; but the one who is righteous to continue practicing righteousness. This seems puzzling but the best understanding would seem to be that people have to decide for themselves regarding whose side they are on and who they believe. Those who refuse to heed the words of this prophecy will suffer the consequences, but those who are righteous will demonstrate that by acting righteously, believing that Jesus’ return is near. 

	9. Read 22:12-16. What is promised (v12, 14) and who makes the promises (v13, 16)? What is the key to the promise (v14)? What happens to those who don’t do this (v15)? 
	Jesus promised to come quickly and to have His reward with Him (explained in v14-15), to render to every man according to His actions (including words). To everyone who has washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb so that they are righteous is promised the right to eat of the tree of life and enter through the gates of the city. However, those who will be on the outside – dogs (pagans), sorcerers, immoral persons, murderers, idolaters, and those who love and practice lying – are those who have not washed their robes in the righteousness of Christ. They will be in the lake of fire specifically. The One who makes these promises is Jesus, the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end, who is also known as both the root and the offspring of David (He is the source of David’s faith and his Lord, and He is the Messianic king), and the bright morning star (the star that appears in the sky just before the dawn). All of these things were testified to by Jesus’ angel for the churches – so as the book opened with a message to the seven churches it closes with a reminder that this message is for the churches. 

	10. In 22:17-21 what is the invitation (v17) and who gives it (v17)? What is the warning (v18-19)? Why is this book urgent (v20) and what is needed to obey it (v21)? 
	The invitation that the Spirit and the bride gives is to “come”, and those who are thirsty are invited to come and drink of the water of life without cost. This means that right now, in this age, we get to taste of the blessings that will be ours forever. Eternal life doesn’t wait until we die, or until the new heavens and the new earth; it begins as soon as we begin to quench our thirst in Jesus, the water of life. In eternity He will be the river of life. The warning is given to not add to or take away from the words of this book; to the one who adds, the plagues of the Tribulation will be applied to them, and to the one who takes away their right to the tree of life and the holy city will be withdrawn. The urgency of the words of this book is due to the immanent return of Christ, so we must heed them. The only way, however, to do this is by God’s grace – we must have His strength to obey and be ready. The question that is unanswered by the book from our vantage point, nearly two thousand years later, is how can Christ’s return be considered soon when it has been so long. The answer is that from God’s standpoint it is soon; from our standpoint every genera-tion must believe that Christ could come back at any moment. The only way for that attitude to be encouraged is for the book of Revelation to say it will be soon and for us to believe that the possibility of this to be a reality.   

	11. Looking at 21-22 what will eternity be like—what will we do and what will be the focus? Why will that fulfill our eternal purpose at last? 
	Eternity will be a place of glory, life, blessing, fulfilling activity, and fellowship with one another and God. It will be a place of purity where our true freedom is unhindered by sin and the curse. The focus of eternity will be God and the Lamb – His great glory and incredible love for us. Since we were made in the image of God He is the One that we will feel most completed in. Thus eternity will be an existence of perpetual satisfaction. 


