Numbers 11-12 Daily Study Questions – Quit Your Belly-Aching

The Big Idea: Sinful complaining will always lead to God’s discipline, while the sincere expression of our inadequacy to God will always bring His help. 
	I. The Standard Gripes (11:1-15)
	Key Idea: When people gripe about the misery of their lives they are usually forgetting just how good God has been to them. 

	1. Read Num 11:1-3. What attitude did the people adopt and how did God react (v1)? What did the people then do and what was the result (v2-3)? Apply. 
	As the people began to travel they became like people that complain of adversity. The implication is that there really wasn’t adversity, but their perception was that things were tough. It’s like kids on a vacation that complain in the car; they aren’t really suffering but they feel like they are by having to stay cooped up in the car. The Lord heard – paid attention to – their complaining and it kindled His anger. In a physical depiction of His “burning” anger the Lord caused fire to break out on the outskirts of the camp. Of course in the dry wilderness this could be disastrous for the entire camp. So, they cried out to Moses – either because they wanted to blame him or because they saw him as God’s representative – and he prayed to God. The Lord responded by causing the fire to die out. This made an impression on them because they named the place “Taberah” which means “burning”. This story shows us that God doesn’t consider complaining a “non-event”; it is something that we do that insults God, calling His goodness towards to account. We must have gratitude for what we do have, and not complain about what we don’t have.  

	2. Look at 11:4-9. What was the next complaint (v4-6, 7-9) and who was the source (v4)? What was their real problem (v4, 5, 6-9)? 
	The “rabble” (the mixed multitude or non-Israelites, Ex 12:38, that left Egypt) began to complain again because of their greedy desires (wanting more than God provided for them), and their discontent led the Israelites to weep that there was no meat to eat. This shows how one complainer can cause everyone to focus on the wrong thing and join the irrational behavior. God had provided manna for them when they had no food and would continue to do so. Their problem was that they remembered the food of Egypt and that became more important to them than praising God for His deliverance and provision. Being grateful for the ordinary, everyday blessings is one of the great tests we face as God’s children, one that Israel clearly failed. I Cor 10:5-6 tells us that such “craving” is not pleasing to God and He “laid Israel low in the wilderness” because of it. 

	3. Using 11:10-15 how did God and Moses feel about the complaints (v10)? What was Moses’ response (v11-12, 13, 14) and his final request (v15)? Why (v15)? 
	When Moses heard the people weeping over their boring diet and heard that the Lord’s anger was again kindled, he was greatly displeased (it was evil in his sight). So, he asked (complained?) God why He had been so hard on him (dealt ill with him) and why he had not found favor in God’s sight because God had laid on him the burden of all the people. He also asked if he was the one who had conceived and born them (rhetorical question; obviously God had done this) so that he should carry them like a baby to the Promised Land. If that were the case he wanted to know where he would get enough meat to feed them, since this lack of meat was the reason for their crying. As in his earlier exchange at the burning bush Moses finally just said “I can’t do it”, and he asked to be killed by the Lord if He was going to treat him this way. He was completely aware of his inability (wretchedness) to carry out God’s assigned task for him. This was actually a good place to be, and God responded favorably to him because of this. 

	II. The Solution from God                              (11:16-35)
	Key Idea: God responds positively to genuine needs, but negatively to greedy wants. 

	4. Based on Num 11:16-20 what was God’s solution for Moses (v16-17, 18-20)? What would be the result (v20)? Why (v20)? 
	The enduring part of God’s solution was for Moses to share the burden with others. God promised that if Moses would gather seventy other men that He would put His Spirit upon them, the same Spirit that God had put upon Moses. This was the second time that Moses had been advised to share the responsibility, once by Jethro and now by God Himself. This might have been some of the same men that he had selected before to help with the judging. They were considered to be elders (sages) of the people, so would be respected because of the way they had lived their lives. The second part of God’s solution was for Him to provide meat in the form of quail for the people to eat, but to do it in such a way that they would realize that their attitudes had been sinful and offensive to God. He promised to give them quail for a whole month so that it would become repulsive to them. Then they would know that they had rejected the Lord by weeping before Him about their diet and questioning why they ever left Egypt. This longing to return to our former life of sin is very repugnant to the Lord and He will not long tolerate it in the life of the believer. 

	5. Using 11:21-23 what was Moses’ reaction to God’s declaration (v21-22)? What was God’s answer (v23)? What does this reveal about Moses?
	When Moses heard God’s declaration he immediately questioned how it could be accomplished. He thought about the immensity of this promise – providing for 600,000 men and their families for a full month. He could not fathom this amount of provision – not even all of their herds and flocks, or all the fish available to them would be enough to feed all of them for a day, let alone a month. The LORD’s answer to Moses was to ask him if he believed God’s power was limited; then He promised that Moses would see what He would do. This shows that Moses, as good of a man that he was, lacked full faith in God’s ability. This was a learning and growing experience for him as well as the people. 

	6. Looking at 11:24-30 how was God’s 1st (v17) promise to Moses fulfilled (v24-25)? What else happened (v26) and how did Joshua (v27-28) and Moses (v29) respond? 
	God fulfilled the first part of His promise by coming down in the cloud over the seventy elders and speaking with Moses. Then, He took of the Spirit who was on Moses and placed Him upon the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them they began to prophesy (declare God’s words, like “thus says the Lord”), but once they had prophesied they didn’t do it again. Apparently all of the elders except two had come forward to the tent of the meeting - Eldad and Medad. When the Spirit rested on the others and they prophesied, Eldad and Medad did the same in the camp. When this was reported to Joshua he was seemingly alarmed and went and told Moses to restrain them. Moses questioned whether Joshua was jealous for his sake and in so many words told him not to worry about that – because if he had his way all the Lord’s people would be prophets with His Spirit upon them. Having said this Moses and the elders returned to camp. 

	7. According to 11:31-35 how did God fulfill His 2nd promise to Moses (v31) and what was the result (v32-33)? Describe the aftermath (v34-35) and what they should have learned. 
	The promise of quail was fulfilled when God blew a wind in from the sea, bringing quail with it. They all fell beside the camp about a day’s journey away on all sides; they were so abundant that they measured about three feet deep. The people two days and a night gathering the quail, with the very least gathered about ten homers (sixty to seventy bushels – 480-560 dry gallons). However, while the meat was still in the mouth, before it was chewed, the anger of the Lord was kindled and He struck the people with a very severe plague that killed the greedy rabble. They were buried there. They should have learned to simply be thankful for what God had given them and to not complain about what they did not have. 

	III. A Surprising Power Grab (12:1-16)
	Key Idea: Pride causes even the closest of relationships to be subject to jealous grabs for power. 

	8. From 12:1-3 what was the next complaint (v2) and why was this ludicrous (v3)? Who complained (v1) and what was their excuse for complaining (v1)? Who was listening (v2)?
	The next complaint was made by Miriam and Aaron, Moses’ older sister and brother, because Moses had married a Cushite (Ethiopian) woman. This was just an excuse because the content of their complaint was that Moses was not the only one that God had spoken through; He had also spoken through Miriam (she led the singers in the refrain to the Song of Moses – Ex 15:21) and Aaron, as the High Priest, as well as the seventy elders. This was true, and Moses never said otherwise – he was for this. Their problem, though, was their jealousy of Moses and proud lust for power. The scripture says that Moses was more humble than anyone on the earth so this surprising challenge of his authority was nothing more than a sinful grab for power. Unfortunately for Miriam and Aaron, God heard what they said and came to Moses’ aid. God always opposes the proud and gives grace to the humble (1 Pet 5:5). 

	9. Using 12:4-8 what did the Lord do (v4-5) and what did He say (v6, 7-8)? What principle does this reveal and how should we apply it? 
	The Lord responded by coming down in the cloud and calling Moses, Aaron and Miriam out from the tent of meeting. He then called to Aaron and Miriam to come forward. He told them that His normal means of revelation to a prophet were either visions or dreams. Moses, though, was different; God spoke to him mouth to mouth, openly, rather than in dark sayings. He even beheld the “form” of God and in God’s eyes was faithful in His entire household (His people, His tent of meeting). He was God’s highly esteemed servant and this could be seen by all. Therefore, God asked Miriam and Aaron why they were not afraid to speak against him. This shows that God will always vindicate those who faithfully serve Him when the time is right. He never disregards what is said against His trustworthy servants, but always deals with the slanderers appropriately. We must support our faithful leaders, too. 

	10. Based on 12:9-16 what was God’s judgment (v9-10) and Aaron’s request (v11-12)? How did Moses respond (v13) and how did God answer (v14)? What occurred (v15-16)? 
	The Lord’s anger burned against Aaron and Miriam, but Miriam must have been the ringleader since she caught the brunt of His judgment. When the cloud lifted from the tent Miriam was as leprous as snow. Aaron then repented of their sin and begged Moses to not lay this sin to their account. He asked him instead to pray that God would remove the judgment. He prayed that she not be like most lepers whose flesh was half eaten up. Moses, in typical humble fashion, did pray for God to heal her; God did this but also imposed the consequence of isolation for seven days so she could feel (and the people could see) the gravity of the sin she had committed. God’s example of the father’s treatment of his daughter who had disgraced him was comparable to Himself as Miriam’s Father who had been disgraced by His daughter. 

	11. Looking back at Num 11-12 what were the various complaints and the root of them? Based on God’s response how does He view complaining? How can you apply that? 
	There were three unacceptable complaints and one that was acceptable. The unacceptable complaints aroused the anger of the Lord, the first one being over perceived adversity (because things were not as good as they wished), the second one over a lack of variety, and the third one over not being the one in charge. The root of the first is ingratitude, the root of the second is greed, and the root of the third is pride. Complaining that has its root in sin always provokes God’s anger and will result in discipline. However, Moses’ complaining about the burden of God’s people was more of a prayer for God’s help. He was simply saying that he was unable to do what he was being asked to do. This kind of complaint is honest and acceptable to God; He always responds to those who sincerely call on Him for help. The application in this study is that we must not complain if we are basically accusing God of not being good or doing a bad job. However, we must bring our burdens to God; He doesn’t want us to stuff them, but to ask for His help when we feel the burden deeply. 


