Study Questions for Matthew 25; John 12:20-50 – Missed It By That Much!
Big Idea: Only those who truly give up their lives for Jesus will experience eternal life. 
	I. Readiness Is Encouraged               (Matt 25:1-46)
	Key Idea: Those ready for Jesus’ return will be saved and alert, will be investing in His kingdom, and will be serving His people. 

	1. Read Matt 25:1-13. What did the wise and foolish virgins do (v1, 2-4)? What occurred (v5-7) and how did this affect the wise and foolish (v8-9)? What was the result (v10-12) and Jesus’ point (v13)? Apply. 
	These ten virgins were young women who were attendants to the bridal party. They awaited the return of the groom with his bride from the wedding at the bride’s parents’ home to his own home. There they would have the “reception”, or banquet. This return home would normally occur in the evening after the wedding festivities, and the attendants would carry their lamps or torches so the street would be alit as they walked along. In this parable the ten virgins were divided into two groups – wise and foolish. While both awaited the news that the groom and bride were about to return home they fell asleep and their torches burned up the oil in the bottom. When they were awakened by the news at midnight (usually symbolic of the time of judgment) the five wise virgins refilled their lamps with oil they had brought with them, but the five foolish ones had none, so they had to go to the store. While they were gone the wedding party arrived and locked the doors behind them. When the five foolish ones returned they were not allowed to enter; it was too late and the groom even said that he did not know them. Jesus, as with all of His parables, was making one basic point. In this one He was informing them that when He returned it would be too late to make further preparations; the time to get ready for meeting the Lord is now, before He returns. There might be allusions in this parable to the oil representing the Holy Spirit, so that if we don’t have the Spirit present in our lives (as believers) when Jesus returns it is too late. Also, the ten virgins might represent Israel and the Bride might represent the church. In this case Jesus would be returning to earth with His Bride to meet redeemed Israel (the five wise virgins) at the beginning of the millennial kingdom. Both of these applications make sense, although neither is the primary point of the parable. Getting ready in this life for His return, which will come at a time least expected, is the point of the parable.

	2. Using Matt 25:14-23 outline Jesus’ story (v14-15, 16-18, 19-23, 24-28). What is the same and what is different about the slaves and the Master’s response? 
	In this story about the kingdom a man (God/Jesus) about to go on a journey called His slaves (professing believers) together and entrusted His possessions to them. He gave one five talents, He gave two to another and one to the last slave – each according to his ability to reinvest with return. The one with five gained five more, the one with two gained two more, but the one who was given only one talent went and hid His master’s money in the ground. When the Master returned for an accounting the first two received similar blessings – “Well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things, enter into the joy of your Master”. The third slave, though, having hidden the Master’s money, blamed Him for his actions. So, the Master told him that since he believed Him to be a hard man that he should have at least put His money in a bank so it would have returned a little interest.

	3. Based on Matt 25:24-30 how did the 3rd slave view the Master (God) and how did God evaluate him (v26, 30)? Why? What is the overall teaching, positively and negatively, of this parable? 
	However, the third slave viewed the Master as unfair and cruel, expecting something from nothing. He ignored that he had been given the Master’s money – a talent (a weight measurement) was a substantial amount of money in silver. The Master’s response to him was to declare him a wicked and lazy slave, using his own words against him.  Since he believed the Master to expect some kind of return he should have tried, rather than burying the Master’s resources. There is only one reason he wouldn’t have done this – he didn’t want to go to any effort since he didn’t care about the Master at all. This revealed his heart, so his punishment was twofold; first, that which he had would be given to another who would reinvest it for the kingdom, and secondly, the wicked slave would be cast into perdition (outer darkness). The teaching of this parable is that when we reinvest God’s resources in kingdom work we will be approved by Him, receive greater responsibility, and enter into His joy. However, when we fail to do this, refusing to even try to bear fruit, we reveal that we not even part of His kingdom, and are thus cast from His presence. Those who bear no fruit are not believers, no matter what they profess. 

	4. From Matt 25:31-46 what will Jesus do when He returns (v31, 32-33, 34, 41)? What will make the difference (v35-40, 42-46)? How can we apply this to our lives?
	When Jesus returns He will sit on His glorious throne and all the nations (Gentiles, non-Jews) will be gathered before Him. He will separate them from one another, like sheep and goats are separated. This is not a judgment of nations, but a judgment of individual – one from another - Gentiles (“the nations” is “ethnous”, which means Gentiles). He will say to the sheep on His right, “Come you who are blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world”. These have demonstrated that they are the heirs because the way they have Jesus; they have given Him food when hungry, drink when thirsty, a warm welcome when shut out, clothes when naked, have visited them when sick and have come to them when in prison. These righteous ones will ask Him when they did all these things, and He will say that when they did these things to His brothers, even the least of them, they had done it to Him. On the other hand, the goats on the left will be commanded to depart from His presence into the eternal fire that has been prepared for the devil and his angels. They did none of these things for Jesus, because they did none of these things for His little brothers. So, they will go away into eternal punishment, while the righteous will enter eternal life. The application is not that we earn salvation by doing good works, but that we demonstrate that we are righteous when we serve in the Name of Jesus our fellow Christian brothers and sisters who are in need. Such acts are righteous acts because they flow out of a relationship with Jesus and such a relationship is possible only because we have been given a new regenerated nature in Christ. 

	II. Wrapping Up Earthly Ministry (John 12:20-36a)
	Key Idea: There comes a time when God has revealed Himself sufficiently, and it is then our responsibility to believe. 

	5. In John 12:20-26 who came to see Jesus (v20-22) and what was His response (v23)? Why? How did explain His “hour” (v23, 24) and how does He relate it to us (v25-26)? Explain.
	Certain Greeks, probably Hellenistic Jews, but maybe Gentiles converted to Judaism, came to worship at the Passover feast and they asked to see Jesus. When Philip and Andrew told Jesus He responded by saying that the “hour” had come for the Son of Man to be glorified. This “hour” was the time when the “grain of wheat would fall into the ground and die”, thus referring to His death and burial, and then bear much fruit, referring to His resurrection and impact on the world. The desire of Greeks, in contrast to Jews, to see Jesus must have signaled for Him that the rejection of the Jews was certain, so it was time to offer Himself as a sacrifice, not only for them, but for the entire world. Jesus’ sacrifice of His life so that He might bear much fruit teaches us that we must do the same. We must not love our lives in this world, but rather be willing to lose them so that we might experience eternal life in the next world. Furthermore, we must follow Jesus as our example; He is our Master and faithful servants follow their master wherever he goes so that they will be available to server him. When we serve the Master, Jesus, we are promised to be honored by the Father. 

	6. Read John 12:27-30. How did Jesus feel and how did He respond (v27, 28)? How did God respond to Him (v28)? What did the crowd think (v29) and what did Jesus tell them (v30)?
	As Jesus contemplated His hour His soul became troubled. This is a word that indicates a feeling of horror, which can be explained only by the fact that Jesus was getting ready to experience the wrath of His Father against sin. He would suffer extreme physical pain and death, but the idea of broken fellowship from His Father and the experience of His wrath troubled Him greatly. However, He accepted that He had come for this very purpose, so He could not pray for deliverance from this hour; rather, He prayed that the Father would glorify His Name. God responded that He had glorified His Name and that He would glorify it again. This was an affirmation and a promise; He had glorified Himself in the life of His Son, Jesus, and He would glorify Himself again through His death and resurrection. When the multitude heard this it sounded like thunder to them, although some interpreted it as possibly an angel that had spoken to Jesus. Jesus, though, understanding the language of His Father, knew perfectly what had been said. He told them that the voice had come, not for His sake, but for their sakes. Since they didn’t understand what was said He must have meant that it was a sign that God was at work in and through Him. 

	7. Based on John 12:31-36a what 2 things were about to happen (v31, 32) and what did this mean (33)? How question did this cause (v34) and how did Jesus answer (v35-36a)? 
	Jesus prophetically declared that judgment was now upon the world and that the ruler of this world was about to be cast out. Secondly, He promised that if He were lifted up from the earth – on the cross (and subsequently in the resurrection and ascension) – that He would draw all men to Himself. The crowds understood Him as predicting His death so they asked why they had heard out of the Law that the Christ was to remain forever. They understood that His claim to be the Son of Man equated to claiming to be the Christ or Messiah (based on Daniel 7:13-14). They were confused, then, because they had been taught that the Messiah would live forever, but how, if Jesus was indeed the Messiah, He would be lifted up in crucifixion. He didn’t explain this to them, but simply told them to act upon His revelation. He told them that they had the Light with them a little while longer so they should walk in the light themselves so that the darkness would not overtake them. They were to believe in the Light that they might become sons of the Light. They didn’t need to understand, just believe. Similarly, we will never understand fully as God does, but we must believe what we do know.

	III. Rejection Is Explained (John 12:36b-50)
	Key Idea: All who reject Jesus do so because they refuse to repent of their sin; God will not accept superficial commitment. 

	8. From John 12:36b-43 what did Jesus do next (v36b) and why (v37)? How did Isaiah explain the Jews’ rejection (v38, 39-40, 41)? What was a reason that others rejected Him (v42-44)?
	Jesus withdrew from the public at this point because all that He had taught and revealed about God had been rejected by His people. The reason that the Jews did not believe was because God had blinded their eyes to the truth about Jesus. Because they had not repented of their sins He did not want them to superficially believe in the Messiah, only to have a political national deliverer. He desired a complete heart loyalty and transformation from them, and until they experienced His judgment this would not occur. Isaiah had seen this prophetically and had realized that the glory of the Messiah would come through His rejection and suffering. Thus, God did not allow them to understand enough to not crucify Him – this was an integral part of His plan for glory. There were a few who did believe – like the disciples – but the vast majority rejected Him and thus killed Him. Some did believe in His identity – showing that logic is only part of the issue - but they did not commit their lives to Him because they feared rejection by the human religious leaders more than the rejection of God. Thus, they were not true believers. 

	9. In John 12:44-47 to what does belief in Jesus equate (v44-45) and what is the result (v46)? What was Jesus’ purpose (v47) and how does He relate to those who reject Him (v47)? 
	Jesus explained that belief in Him equated to belief in His Father who had sent Him and that anyone who beheld (seeing with understanding) Him beheld the Father as well. Thus, Jesus and the Father are one in essence so that if anyone receives His light He does not remain in darkness. Jesus’ purpose was not judge the world but to save the world; a person is judged by the Father based on whether they accept or reject the sayings of Jesus. However, He does not relate to those who reject Him in judgment for that is not His purpose; He stands ready to save them if they repent and turn to Him. 

	10. Using John 12:48-50 who judges those who reject Jesus and on what basis (v48)? Why (v49)? Why did Jesus speak for the Father (v50) and how does this reveal His heart?
	The Father will use the word that Jesus has spoken as the basis for His judgment of everyone at the last day because He is the One who gave Him the words. Jesus spoke for Him because the Father commanded Him to do so and He is always obedient to His Father. Since these words are eternal life it reveals that both the heart of the Father and the heart of the Son are that anyone who believes may have eternal life. They both desire salvation and life for all, but only those who receive Jesus will experience this. 

	11. Using Matt 25 summarize 3 ways to be prepared for the Lord’s return. From John 12 write down what caused the Jews to reject Jesus and how Jesus responded to this. How can we avoid their example and apply His? 
	We can be prepared for the Lord’s return first by being true believers, as shown by having a continual supply of “oil” of the Holy Spirit. Secondly, we will be ready to stand before Him if we have invested His eternal resources faithfully, bearing fruit. Finally, when we serve fellow believers in need we demonstrate that we have been made righteous in Him and are ready for His return. In all three stories there is an outward sign of an inward spiritual reality. In contrast Jesus will not accept those who reject His words because they are looking for blessing without commitment and obedience. When we superficially believe by holding onto the world and the approval of this world, we will miss heaven by “that much”. It will seem like we’re close but really we will be far away from eternal life because the commitment is only superficial. We will give our lives completely to Him if we truly are born again. We will go through some ups and downs but in the end we must lose our lives for His sake. 


