Daily Study Questions for Leviticus 21-24 – Zero Tolerance
The Big Idea: Because we serve a holy God we must observe His standards in order to honor that holiness. 
	I. Devoted Priestly Service              (21-22)
	Key Idea: Those who represent God must be completely devoted to Him so they can honor His holiness. 

	1. From Lev 21:1-15 what limits concerning the dead were given to the priests (v1-3, 4, 5) and High Priest (v10-12)? What were the rules regarding wives and daughters (v7, 9, 13-14)? Why (v6-8, 15)?
	The priests (everyone but the High Priest) were not to touch a dead person (including relatives by marriage, or in-laws) unless it was one of their “near” relatives – mother, father, son, daughter, brother, or unmarried (virgin) sister. They were also not to defile themselves by shaving their heads or the edges of their beards, or making cuts on their flesh – signs of mourning that were basically pagan religious practices. The High Priest was not to uncover his head, tear his clothes, or even approach a dead person. Furthermore, he was not even to touch the corpse of his father or mother, nor was he to venture out of the sanctuary (tent of meeting). The priests were not to marry a prostitute or a divorcee and if one of their daughters became a prostitute she was to be burned to death. The High Priest was to marry only a virgin – they could not be a widow, or divorced, or a prostitute – and she must be an Israelite. The reason for these things was that they were to keep their offerings to the Lord sacred, or pure, so they themselves must be set apart to Him. After all, it was the Lord Himself, who is holy, that sanctified (set apart, made holy) them. Those who offered the sacrifices were to be holy because they represented God and they represented their fellow man. In the case of marriage their offspring were to be holy as well, so they must keep their marriages pure. This is a principle to observe for all parents – what we do with our own personal lives affects the lives of our children directly. 

	2. Look at 21:16-24. What prevented a priest’s son from fulfilling his duties (v16-17, 18-20, 21, 23)? What could he do (v22)? What do you think God was teaching (v23)? 
	A priest’s son (from the next generation of priests) could not perform his duties if he had a physical defect – blindness, lameness, a disfigured face, a deformed limb, a broken foot or hand, a hunchback or dwarf condition, a defect in the eye, eczema, a scab, or crushed testicles. He could eat the bread given to the priests, but he couldn’t fulfill his priestly duties because he represented God, who was perfect. The physical defects were symbolic of spiritual defects or lack of wholeness; God wanted to send a message to the people that He was perfect and that those who served Him must represent this by their holiness. 

	3. Using 22:1-16 who was prohibited from presenting (v3, 4-6) and from eating (v8, 10, 12, 13) the offerings? Who could eat them (v11, 13)? What was the penalty for disobedience (v3, 9, 14)? Why (v16)?
	No one unclean, who was a leper, had a discharge, or had touched anything dead or unclean, could present offerings to the Lord, or he would be cut off from the people. Also, no priest who was unclean could eat of the holy gifts unless he had remained unclean until evening and had bathed. Furthermore if he was a priest he could not eat of an animal that had died or was torn by beasts. No layman could eat of the holy offerings, nor could one who sojourned with a priest or who was his hired hand. However, if a slave was purchased by a priest he could eat of it, just as the rest of the priest’s family, because he was considered to be part of the family. On the other hand if a priest’s daughter got married she could no longer eat, but if she returned home because of being widowed or divorced she could once again partake of it. If someone unintentionally ate of these holy offerings in error they were to add a fifth more to the gift and return it all to the priest. This was to honor the holiness of the Lord and the holy gifts given to Him.  

	4. Based on Lev 22:17-33 describe acceptable sacrifices (v17-19, 20, 21, 22, 23-25). What other laws were given for sacrifices (v27, 28, 29-30)? Why was obedience expected (v31-33)?
	Acceptable animal sacrifices were those without defect as well. The burnt offerings were to be male cattle, sheep, or goats without defect. The peace offerings must be perfect, too – no blind, fractured, maimed, or having running sores, eczema, or scabs – could be offered to the Lord. An ox or lamb which had a deformed body part – oversized or undersized – could be presented as a freewill offering, but not to fulfill a vow. Nor should any animal with testicles bruised, crushed, torn, or cut be offered to the Lord, even by foreigners who wanted to participate. The defect represented the “corruption” in them (probably symbolizing the consequences of the Fall) and so they were unacceptable to God. In addition to these laws sacrificial oxen, sheep, or goats were to remain for seven days with their mothers before they could be sacrificed on the eighth day. Thanksgiving offerings were to be sacrificed and eaten on the same day, showing a full devotion to God from a sincere heart. God expected all of these commands, or rules, to be followed because He was the LORD and because He had delivered them from Egypt. As they maintained their holiness they represented God’s holiness well and set Him apart among Israel. When God’s people serve Him in total specific obedience they say to all who are watching that He is unique and worthy to be served. They also show that they remember His deliverance of them from their slavery to the world. 

	II. Dedicated Periodic Worship (23)
	Key Idea: Dedicated times of worship remind of us of God’s provision for us in every area, physical and spiritual. 

	5. Using 23:1-14 what 3 religious feasts are named (v1-3, 4-8, 9-14)? How and when were they to be observed (v3, 5-6, 7-8, 9-11, 12-14)? 
	The first three feasts on Israel’s religious calendar were the weekly Sabbath observance, the annual Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread in Mar-April, and the Offering of First Fruits, closely associated with the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost). The Sabbath, observed every seventh day, was to be a day of complete rest, a holy convocation (a calling together) to remember the Lord’s redemption (see Deut 5:12-15). Passover was to be observed on the 14th of the first month at twilight in commemoration of the LORD’s passing over the doorways with the blood on them to protect them from the angel of death passing through Egypt. Immediately following this observance was the Feast of Unleavened Bread, from the 15th through the 21st of the first month. For seven days the Israelites were to eat unleavened bread, and hold a holy convocation on the 15th and the 21st days. Throughout the feast they were to do no laborious work and each day they were to offer a burnt offering to the Lord. The offering of First Fruits was to be done when they entered the land of Canaan and reaped its first harvest. They were to bring a sheaf of the first fruits of the harvest to the priest, who would then wave it before the Lord on the day after the Sabbath. Along with this a male one year old lamb without defect would be offered as a burnt offering. A grain offering of two tenths an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil was to accompany the burnt offering with a libation of a fourth of a hin of wine. This would produce an aroma that would be soothing to the Lord. Until they had brought this offering the first time they were to eat no bread or roasted grain from the new growth. While this was done the first time when they entered Canaan, this offering was to be done at the beginning of every spring harvest (a perpetual statute throughout all generations). 

	6.  In 23:15-32 what were the next 3 feasts and when did they occur (v16, 24, 27)? How were they each to be observed (v17-20, 21, 22, 24-25, 27-32)? 
	After the offering of First Fruits fifty days would be counted and then the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost = pente means fifty) would commence. A new grain offering would be brought in the form of two loaves of bread from each dwelling baked with leaven. The point here was God’s provision, not their fast deliverance from Egypt (sin). Seven one year old male lambs without defect, a bull from the herd, and two rams would be offered as burnt offerings, accompanied by their grain offerings and libations. In addition a male goat would be offered as a sin offering, and two male lambs would be offered as peace offerings. Their breast and thighs would be waved with the bread of the first fruits for a wave offering, and these portions would be holy, belonging to the priesthood. On that first day they were to make a proclamation that the holy convocation had begun. Throughout this week no laborious work was to be done. To finish out the offerings of first fruits to acknowledge God’s provision for them the command is given to not reap the corners of their fields, nor gather the gleanings (that which fell to the ground) of the harvest, but rather they were to leave these portions for the needy and stranger. This would reflect the compassionate heart of the Lord their God; just as He had provided for them He also wanted to provide for the poor. When we look out for the disadvantaged we demonstrate an understanding of God’s heart and acknowledge His gracious provision for us. The next feast was the one day Feast of Trumpets. It signaled the beginning of the seventh month in which the Day of Atonement would be observed. They would do no work on that day and have a holy convocation, presenting an offering by fire to the Lord. Nine days later they were to celebrate the Day of Atonement. This interval would give them time to contemplate their sin so that the Day of Atonement would be sincere and meaningful, and not just a ritual. On that day they would humble themselves (this is commanded three times, v27, 29, 32) and present a burnt offering, doing no work at all. This intentional humbling would be a way to contemplate their sinfulness before God and His great compassion for them, acknowledging that everything they had from Him (especially forgiveness) was a gift. 

	7. Looking at 23:33-44 what was the final feast (v34) and how was it to be celebrated (v35, 36, 39, 40-42)? Why (v43)? Outline what all these feasts would teach them each year.  
	The final feast, the Feast of Booths (Tabernacles), occurred on the fifteenth day of the seventh month. On the first and the eighth (the day after) days there would be a holy convocation. Throughout the seven days there would be no work and a burnt offering offered every day, and then on the Sabbath following (the eighth day) the same thing would be required. The Feast of Tabernacles corresponded to the ingathering of the final harvest and was to be celebrated by taking the foliage of beautiful trees, palm branches, boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook and building booths for native born Israelites to live in for the seven days. They were to rejoice before the Lord for these seven days, a natural result of having their sins atoned for on the Day of Atonement. This feast commemorated their journey in the wilderness when God delivered them from Egypt and brought them to Canaan. Looking back over these feasts the Sabbath was a weekly reminder of daily dependence on God – we rest one day out of seven to focus on Him and He provides for us. The Passover/Unleavened Bread symbolized redemption/deliverance from sin’s slavery. The Offering of First Fruits and Feast of Pentecost symbolized the “plenty” that God gives His children when He brings them to the life He has for them, corresponding to the abundant life He has for us through the Holy Spirit (who coincidentally filled new believers on the Day of Pentecost). The Feast of Trumpets was to signal the ongoing need for forgiveness of sins (and confession) and the Day of Atonement symbolized this forgiveness through the blood offered in the presence of God. For us there is no need for an annual Day of Atonement because Jesus accomplished our atonement once and for all time. Finally, the Feast of Booths illustrates the joy of the believer who has been delivered from sin and who is taken care of daily by God as he walks through this world (wilderness). One day the Jew will experience the ultimate Promised Land – the millennial reign of Christ – and we will too – both heaven and New Jerusalem. 

	III. Daily Purity Maintained (24)
	Key Idea: We must have daily disciplines to remind of us the need for purity before our holy God. 

	8. From 24:1-9 in what daily rituals was Israel to engage (v2-4, 5-8) and what would be the benefits (v1-4, 7, 9)? How do these rituals complement the weekly and annual feasts?
	Israel was to daily keep the lamp burning in the Tabernacle, bringing clear oil from beaten olives to supply this. The bread of the Presence was also to be supplied on the Sabbath, but was before the Lord each day of the week on the Table of Showbread. Twelve loaves, representing the twelve tribes, would be set out, six to a row, with frankincense before each row. This was the Lord’s portion, to be eaten by the priests, symbolizing God’s provision for Israel and Israel’s acknowledgment that they owed it all to Him. The continual light from the Lampstand illustrates our daily responsibility to have God’s light as we minister to others and the bread shows our need to daily acknowledge God in all that He provides for us. It is important to daily maintain the awareness of these things in addition to being called aside for periodic reminders in the feasts. 

	9. Using 24:10-16 what sin was committed (v11) and by whom (v10, 11)? How was it handled (v11-12, 13-14, 23)? Why was the punishment so severe?
	A son of an Israelite woman and Egyptian father struggled with an Israelite, and as he did he blasphemed the LORD’s name by cursing Him. They were unsure of what to do so they brought the son to Moses so he could ask God what should be done. He told Moses to take the son outside the camp and for all who heard this to lay their hands on his head. Then, all the congregation was to stone him. This became the punishment for anyone who cursed the name of the Lord because this violated the most basic foundation they had. They were God’s people, having been delivered by Him and daily receiving their provision from Him; if God were cursed (killed with words) then the punishment should be death. It must not be allowed in any way or else it would lead to the death of the nation. 

	10. Based on 24:17-23 what penalties were set for the various sins (v17, 18, 19-20, 21) and why did these make sense (v19)? What other principle of justice was given (v22)? Why?
	The punishment for various sins was set forth here with the rule being whatever consequence the victim received from the sin should be done to the perpetrator. This is called the law of Lex Talionis and meant “life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, fracture for fracture”, etc. The one contrast was that if an animal was killed then restitution in kind should be made, but if a man was killed death should result. This shows the superior value of human life over animals, but it also upholds the value of animals, too. The standard of justice was given for everyone in that society, and not just for the native Israelites. This shows that there is an absolute morality that comes from God and that it is not just a societal or cultural construct. 

	11. Review Lev 21-24. List all the ways that God would remind them to be holy to Him (21-22:16; 22:17-33; 23; 24:1-9; 24:10-23). How should we apply this to our lives? 
	God commanded the priest to be pure in their relationship to the dead – they could not touch them while they were ministering to the Lord unless they were blood relatives – and the High Priest couldn’t touch any of them at all. They were also to have virgin wives and they were not be unclean in any way if they were going to minister their priestly duties. As they observed these boundaries the people would realize how holy God was. Also, only priests with no physical defects could serve and animals must be without defect as well if they were offered as sacrifices. Both of these showed that God, who is perfect, demanded the highest standard with zero tolerance, if they were to represent and stand before Him. These qualifications would be a constant reminder of God’s perfection and holiness. The religious festivals throughout the year, the weekly observance of the Sabbath and setting out of the loaves, and the daily replenishment of oil for the Lampstand would remind them of the presence of the Lord and of their need for His provision, direction and restoration. Finally, the justness of the penalties for sin would remind them that any injury done to God or man must be dealt with because God is holy. Similarly, we must observe the periodic ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the weekly assembling of ourselves together, the daily time in the Word and prayer, and ongoing accountability if we are to be mindful of all that God is, all that He has done for us and our expected response of obedience.


