Hosea 11-14 Daily Study Questions – I Will Always Love You
Big Idea: Even though Israel had been unfaithful to God He would always love her and do everything He could to restore her to the place of His blessing. 
	I. God’s Grace Revisited              (11-12)
	Key Idea: God’s grace to Israel from beginning to end is remarkable considering their unfaithfulness to Him. 

	1. Read Hosea 11:1-7. What had God done for Israel (v1, 3, 4) and how had they responded (v2, 5, 7)? What would happen to them (v5, 6)? 
	God loved Israel when they first became a nation and called them out of their condition of bondage (Egypt). He taught them to walk, took them in His arms, healed them, led them with the cords of a man (gently) – with bonds of love, lifted the yoke from their jaws (set them free) and stooped down to feed them. They had responded by stubbornly running from Him instead of coming to Him. They sacrificed and burned incense to their false gods and failed to exalt God at all. The result would be that Assyria, not Egypt, would be their king (a very scary proposition) and a sword would whirl against their cities, demolishing their gates. 

	2. Using 11:8-12 what was God’s attitude to Ephraim/Israel (v8) and why (v8, 9)? How did they act towards God (v12) and what would He do (v10-11)? 
	God did not want to give Ephraim up – He just didn’t want to treat them like Admah and Zeboiim, the two towns that got burned up in His judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah. The thought of it made His heart “turn over” within Him and kindled all of His compassion. This would keep Him from executing them in His fierce anger because He was the “Holy One” in their midst. His character would prevent Him from overreacting to them; He was unlike human beings who returned evil for evil, but had consistent love in His character. Even though Ephraim surrounded Him with lies and deceit and Judah was unruly against the faithful Holy One He would roar at them and they would come trembling to Him from Egypt and Assyria. Then He would resettle them in their houses. He is truly a God of compassion. 

	3. Looking at 12:1-5 what did Ephraim/Jacob do wrong (v1)? How had he done this from the beginning (v3), but how had he turned this into good at one time (v4-5; compare Gen 32:24-32)? 
	Ephraim fed on the east wind, meaning they turned to Assyria for their strength – but Assyria had no substance, like the wind. In their pursuit of Assyria they multiplied lies and violence – they carried oil to Egypt at the same time to hedge their bets. This would backfire on them. This is the way Israel had been since the beginning. Their father, Jacob, tried to supplant Esau in the womb, and he wrestled with God when he grew up. He was always trying to get his way, to be in control. In his adulthood his wrestling with God was a good thing – he was seeking the blessing of God and God granted it to him. God blessed the nation of Israel through their father Jacob there at Bethel by revealing His name to them – the LORD, the God of hosts. This meant that the God who commanded all the armies of heaven had willingly entered into covenant (LORD was His covenant name) with His people, Israel. 

	4. From Hosea 12:6-11 what should Ephraim’s response have been (v6), but what was it (v7, 8, 11)? What had God done for them that made this so wrong (v9, 10)? 
	Ephraim should have returned to God by observing kindness and justice and by waiting on God continually. Unfortunately, Ephraim’s merchants used false balances to cheat people and they believed that their wealth was a result of their ability and proved that they were without sin. Furthermore, the altars upon which they offered sacrifices to God were as worthless as stone heaps that are piled up beside the furrows of the field – they were like a discarded pile of stones, rather than a sacred place of worship. The reason was because they continued in their sins as they offered this worship to God. This was especially wrong since God had been their LORD since they were in Egypt, had continually spoken to them through prophets, and promised to restore them again. 

	5. Using 12:12-14 how had God treated current Israel better than even Jacob (v12-13)? How had reacted to this (14) and what would happen to them (v14)? 
	When Jacob had first gone to Paddan-Aram to get a wife (Rachel), he had to work seven years to get to marry her, then tend sheep another seven years to get the blessing of her father, Laban. But when God married Israel He simply led her out of Egypt with a prophet, Moses, and then used him to keep them safe and guide them in the wilderness. Ephraim, though, shed the blood of their brothers, incurring guilt and God’s anger. This would result in Ephraim’s reproach being brought back on him. 

	II. Consequences of Disobedience Revealed (13)
	Key Idea: Israel’s sin would lead to their national death as God pronounced His judgment on them. 

	6.  Looking at 13:1-3 what was Ephraim’s status at one time (v1) and why did this change (v1, 2)? What would their status become (v3)? Apply. 
	Ephraim was an extremely powerful tribe at one time in Israel – as numerous as Judah and full of warriors. He had received the blessing of Jacob over his older brother, Manasseh, and eventually Ephraim’s name became synonymous with Israel’s since they were the leading tribe. However, they worshiped the Baals and became guilty, leading to the death of not only their status, but also to national death as they were carried off into judgment. This judgment would lead them to become like a morning cloud or dew that dissipates when the sun rises, or like chaff or chimney smoke that blows away with the wind. They would appear to be substantial, but in reality there would be nothing to them. Ephraim’s story applies to us; in the Lord we have great potential, but when we turn to our own gods and dependencies we become worthless. 

	7. According to 13:4-11 what had God done for Ephraim (v4, 5, 11) and how did they treat Him (v6, 9, 10)? What would be the result (v7-8, 9, 10, 11)? 
	God had been their LORD since their Egyptian slavery and they had no savior but Him. He cared for them in the wilderness, giving them water and food as they needed it; He had also given them a king even though He knew they didn’t need one. Unfortunately, Israel turned God’s blessings into self-indulgent complacency, becoming proud and forgetting Him. They had turned against God and had wanted a physical king instead of relying on God. As a result of their evil God would become like a lion to them, lying in wait for them to tear them open in judgment. They would be destroyed by their own sin and their kings who would be unable to save them would be taken away. 

	8. From 13:12-16 what was stored up for Ephraim (v12) and how did this relate to their ultimate destiny (v14, compare 1 Cor 15:55)? How would God judge them (v15-16)? 
	Ephraim’s sin was being stored up as evidence against them and this would lead to a painful death. This shows that there are two ways to face death; one, with the presence of sin, and another, without. Death is not painful if the sin has been dealt with through faith in Jesus Christ and His death on the cross. But the other way of facing death, with sin that is not atoned or paid for, is painful because it bring judgment. This is Paul’s point in the famous resurrection passage in 1 Corinthians. Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection when a believer faces death it is not painful because we have no ultimate fear of the consequences of our sin. We can look forward to eternal life because God accepted the sacrifice of Jesus for our sins and raised Him to demonstrate that acceptance. However, if we have not placed our faith in Christ, death will be painful because of the expectation of eternal judgment for our sins. Ephraim would be judged physically in that day as the Lord used Assyria to dry them up, plunder their treasuries, and slaughter their infants and pregnant women. In a sense they would experience national death because of their rebellion against Him. 

	III. Israel Called to Return (14)
	Key Idea: Even though Israel had rebelled against the Lord He wanted her to return to Him so He could bless her. 

	9. Read 14:1-3. What was Israel told to do (v1) and how (v2)? What did they have to believe (v3) and how can you apply that to your life?
	Israel was exhorted to return to the Lord; they should have realized that it was their iniquity (perverseness) that had caused them to stumble. They were to confess their sins to the Lord, asking Him to forgive them and receive them graciously. Furthermore, they were to admit that neither Assyria (another nation) nor false gods could save them. They must believe that their only hope was to come to God as helpless as orphans, acknowledging that He alone could save them. This is the only way we can find success and satisfaction in life - to admit that we can’t do it on our own, that God can if we will surrender, and then humbly ask Him to take control of our lives. 

	10. In 14:4-9 how would God respond to Israel (v4, 5) and what would result (v5-7)? How does 14:8-9 summarize Hosea’s prophecy? 
	God would lovingly respond to Israel in forgiveness, healing not only their sins, but their apostasy. In other words He would change their hearts. He would become like dew to them so they would blossom like the lily and take root like the towering cedars of Lebanon. Their shoots would sprout, they would be beautiful like fruitful olive trees, and they would be as fragrant as cedars. They would raise grain again and the grapevine would bear fruit so that they would have plentiful wine. This would all be a sign of God’s blessing and prosperity. In summation there was no reason for Ephraim to continue her idolatry because everything that they longed for deeply would come from the true God, and not from idols. The wise person would understand this and know that the ways of the Lord are right; they would walk in His ways, but transgressors would stumble over them. In other words, it only makes sense to serve the Lord. 

	11. Review all the ways God showed His love in the book of Hosea. How has He done that in your life, and how are you responding to that today?  
	God showed His love to Israel by initially saving her, redeeming her from slavery, and raising her in His ways as a father would his child. He showed His love by remaining true to her when she became unfaithful, but also by bringing His discipline into her life to help her understand that nothing else could satisfy her besides Him. Furthermore, when she did come to her senses and repent, confessing to Him, He freely loved her and forgave her so that she could be restored. He promised to give her His blessing and abundance when she returned to Him. God never quits loving us, no matter what we do; to experience this love, though, we must return to Him. This pictures how He treats us as well; the only thing that makes sense is to follow Him with our entire being because it is the only way of blessing and ultimate satisfaction. This is the purpose for which we were created. 


