Numbers 7-10 Daily Study Questions – Head ‘Em Up, Move ‘Em Out
The Big Idea: It is vital that we maintain our focus on our relationship with God whether we are on the go or waiting. 
	I. Preparing for Service (7:1-8:4)
	Key Idea: Preparation must be made to minister to God by the offerings of gratitude and obedience. 

	1. Scan Num 7:1-83. What did the leaders of the 12 tribes bring for the Levites (v1-5) and how were they divided (v6-9)? Why? What did each bring for the service of the altar (v12-17, 18-23, etc)? 
	The leaders of the tribes brought a freewill offering for the Levites to use as assisted in the ministry of the tabernacle. First they brought six covered carts with twelve oxen so the Levites could carry everything related to the tabernacle except the holy objects.  So, two of the carts with four oxen were given to the Gershonites who carried the fabric portions of the tabernacle – curtains, coverings, screens, cords, etc. The Merarites, who were to carry all of the things related to the inner and outer structures – thus heavier and more volume – were given four carts and eight oxen. The Kohathites carried the holy objects on poles and so didn’t need carts. After this each leader brought a silver dish weighing 130 shekels and a silver bowl of 70 shekels, both full of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering. They also brought one gold pan, 10 shekels weight, full of incense, one bull, one ram, one male lamb a year old for a burnt offering, and one male goat for a sin offering. For the peace offerings they each brought 2 oxen, 5 rams, 5 male goats, and five male one year old lambs. This was the exact portion each of the leaders of the twelve tribes brought, one a day for twelve days, so there was abundant provision for the sacrificial system as it began. 

	2. Look at 7:84-89. Summarize the dedication offering of the altar (v84-86, 87-88)? Why was this good? How did God respond to the completion of the tabernacle (v89)? 
	In summary the gifts to the Levites (God) were 12 silver dishes and 12 silver bowls with a total weight of 2,400 shekels, 12 gold pans weighing a total of 120 shekels, 12 bulls, 12 rams, 12 male lambs, 12 male goats for the burnt offerings and sin offerings. For the peace offerings were 24 bulls, 60 rams, 60 goats, and one year old male lambs, 60. Once these were all dedicated for the altar after it was anointed Moses went into the tent of meeting and heard the voice of the LORD speaking to him from between the cherubim above the mercy seat. This showed God’s acceptance of their sacrifices and His desire to meet with them. 

	3. Using 8:1-4 how were the lamps of the lampstand to be mounted (v1-3)? Why (v2)? How was the lampstand made (v3-4)? Who does it represent? 
	The lamps were to be pointed at the open space in the holy place so that the priests could be able to see as they ministered. The lampstand was made of one piece, a hammered work of gold from the base to the flowers. The lampstand was a picture of Jesus who was divine (gold), but beaten (hammered); He was the singular God/man (one piece) who showed the way (provided light) into the presence of God. As His representatives we are to do the same. 

	II. Preserving the Relationship (8:5-9:14
	Key Idea: Our relationship with God must be maintained if we are to have a successful daily journey. 

	4. Based on Num 8:5-19 how were the Levites prepared for service (v5-7, 8, 12-13)? How did all Israel get involved (v9-10)? Why were the Levites separated to God (v14-15, 16-18, 19)? 
	The Levites (in contrast to the priests which were of the family of Aaron) were prepared for service by symbolic cleansing – they had purifying water sprinkled on them, shaved their entire body, and washed their clothes. They then took a bull with its grain offering and a second bull for the sin offering and presented the Levites before the tent of meeting. The whole congregation of Israel was to be present and lay their hands (probably through their leaders) on the Levites. They were to be presented before the Lord as a wave offering from the sons of Israel. Then, the Levites were to lay their hands on the bulls, offering one for a sin offering and one for a burnt offering so atonement could be made for them. In this way the Levites were set apart to God and would be able to serve in the tent of meeting. They were God’s substitute for the first born males of Israel that were spared by the Passover Lamb. They were also His gift to the sons of Aaron (the priesthood) so they would have the assistance they needed to minister in the tabernacle, insuring that atonement was made for any sin that would incur God’s wrath on Israel. 

	5. Using 8:20-26 how did everyone respond to God’s commands (v20-22)? How long were Levites to serve (v23-26) and what did they do after that (v26)? Apply. 
	Moses, Aaron and the congregation dedicated the Levites just as God had said. The Levites washed themselves and their clothes and Aaron presented them as a wave offering to the Lord. They then commenced their service to the Lord. They were able to do this as long as they were twenty-five years old (earlier in Num 4:3 it said they were to be thirty) so possibly there was a five year apprenticeship to be able to perform all the duties required. They were to retire at age fifty, but they could still assist their fellow Levites as needed. The “work” (manual labor) was left to the younger men. This was practical, just as the work of the ministry is today. Some things are better suited to the younger men, some to the older; but we are all to do our part and remain active in ministry no matter how old we are. 

	6. Looking at 9:1-14 what did Israel do in the 2nd year (v1-5)? What question arose (v6-8) and what was God’s answer (v9-12, 13-14)? What does this show? 
	In the 2nd year Israel celebrated their first “memorial” Passover. Since this occurred in the first month of the 2nd year this chapter historically preceded the census, which took place on the first day of the second month. Thematically, though, this shows further preparations for maintaining the relationship with God as they traveled. They had to celebrate the Passover every year, first month, fourteenth day at twilight. However, a question arose regarding who was to participate because some had become unclean by coming into contact with a corpse. God’s verdict to Moses, who went to Him to ask about this, was that everyone was to celebrate the Passover, even if they were on a journey or unclean. The Passover was even for foreigners that were among them as long as they obeyed the ordinances regarding it. In fact if anyone didn’t observe it they were to be cut off from Israel, bearing their own sin. They would not incur guilt on the congregation, but would personally have to experience the consequences of that omission.  

	III. Providing Practical Guidance (9:15-10:36)
	Key Idea: God wants to guide us and abide with us; our part is obedience and prayer. 

	7. According to 9:15-23 what occurred when the tabernacle was set up (v15)? What was the function of the cloud (16-18) and how did this “test” Israel (v19-23)? 
	Once the tabernacle was set up and everything was in place the cloud (of God’s presence) covered the “tent of the testimony” (Ark of the Covenant), appearing as a cloud by day and a column of fire by night. Whenever the cloud lifted up Israel understood this as the Lord’s command to leave their camp and when the cloud settled in a place there they would camp again. They would go when God said “Go” and stay in one place as long as God wanted. This would test their obedience and their patience, because they never knew how long they would stay – it could be a night or a month or a year. They would learn to wait on the Lord in this way and would become in daily practice His followers. This discipline would develop their willingness to put their desires second to God’s. God still works this way for us, but He speaks through His Spirit, through His Word, and through His people.   

	8. From 10:1-10 what functions did the silver trumpets serve (v1-2, 3, 4, 5-6, 7, 9, 10) and who used them (v8)? What did they know when they heard them in war (v9)? 
	The silver trumpets were used to summon the camps as they set out on their journey. They were used sometimes to gather everyone to the tabernacle, and then sometimes to gather only the leaders. They were blown in different ways so that they might signal an alarm, or just a gathering. The priesthood was responsible for blowing the trumpets whether as an alarm or only as a gathering. The sounding of the alarm in war would allow them to know that they were remembered by the Lord so that they would be saved from their enemies. The trumpets would also be blown during the feasts and first days of the month over the sacrifices so they would know God heard them and regarded their sacrifices. This would keep them oriented towards the Lord. 

	9. Using 10:11-32 describe the process of Israel setting out for Canaan (v11, 12, 13-16, 17, 18-20, 21, 22-24, 25-28). Who did Moses get to go with them (v29-30)? Why (v31-32)? 
	The cloud lifted from the tabernacle on the twentieth day of the second month and second year since the Exodus. Then, Israel set out from the wilderness of Sinai and journeyed for three days to the wilderness of Paran. The standard of the camp of Judah (along with Issachar and Zebulun) went first, and then the tabernacle was disassembled and carried by the sons of Gershon and Merari. Next, the camp of Reuben (with Simeon and Gad) set out, followed by the Kohathites with the holy objects. By the time they arrived the tabernacle was set up by the sons of Gershon and Merari. After this the camp of Ephraim (including Manasseh and Benjamin) set out, and were followed by the camp of Dan (along with Asher and Naphtali) as the rear guard. Although the cloud would guide them Moses also enlisted Hobab, son of his father-in-law, Reuel, to act as a scout for them since he knew the wilderness well. He had to persuade him to do this by reminding him of God’s promises to do good for Israel. He also let him know that he would be the recipient of anything good that God did for Israel. Although he didn’t want to go at first, apparently he agreed to accompany them. 

	10. Based on 10:33-36 who went before Israel (v33) and protected them (v34)? What did Moses say when they set out (v35) and returned (v36)? What did this accomplish?  
	The Ark of the Covenant apparently went before all the armies of Israel, representing the presence of the Lord. This was in conjunction with the cloud of the Lord that led them so that all Israel knew that God was with them (fulfilling His promise to Moses, Ex 33:14). As they set out each time Moses said, “Rise up, O Lord, and let your enemies be scattered and let those who hate you flee before you.” Thus, they acknowledged their need for the Lord to prepare the way before them and fight for them. When the cloud came to rest Moses said, “Return, O Lord, to the myriad thousands of Israel.” Thus the Lord went before them and then camped in their midst – among them. This reminded them that they were accepted by Him and secure in Him. It also showed that He was not to be taken for granted, even though He promised to guide them. Prayer is part of God’s process for guiding His people even though He is sovereign and bound to His promises. 

	11. Looking back at Num 7-10 what did God command Israel to do that would insure a good trip? How does this relate to our lives today? 
	God commanded Israel to maintain their relationship with Him through the Levites as they set them apart to Him. They were also to carry the holy objects of the tabernacle in between the camps and insure that the tabernacle was set up every place the cloud rested. This would allow them to honor the presence of God in their midst whether it was for a short or a long stop in the journey. He also commanded that they follow His leading whenever and wherever it took them. Like Israel we must make sure that we maintain our relationship with God whether we are resting or on the move. Every journey entails both aspects and we are susceptible to disconnecting with God in either one. However, we must make sure that we keep our focus on the Lord both as we travel and while we wait. 


