Matthew 24; Luke 21 - Daily Study Questions – Are We There Yet?
The Big Idea: Until Jesus returns we must faithfully and expectantly wait even though we don’t know when it will be. 
	I. Enduring the Journey                  (Matt 24:1-14)                     
	Key Idea: While there will be many problems before Jesus returns true believers must endure to the end. 

	1. Read Matt 24:1-3. What did the disciples do (v1) and what did Jesus prophesy in response (v2)? What 3 questions did this lead the disciples to make (v3)?
	As Jesus and His disciples were leaving the temple area they pointed out the buildings to Him. He had just told them in 23:38 that their “house” would be left to them desolate, and this was surprising given the fact that it had been in the process of being built since 20BC. It was a magnificent structure that would not be finished until 64AD, but Jesus told them that not one stone would be left on another when it was torn down. In light of this prophecy the disciples privately asked Him when those events would happen, what would be the sign of His coming, and of the end of the age. 

	2. From Matt 24:4-14 list the things that will occur before the end comes (v4-5, 6, 7-8, 9-10, 11, 12) and the final event (v14). What did Jesus urge (v13)? Explain.
	In the period before the Great Tribulation (the last 3 ½ years before the return of Jesus) several things will occur throughout the period. These roughly parallel the first four seals of Revelation 6. First, there will be false messiahs that will arise, wars and rumors of wars will occur, nation will rise against nation, empire against empire, and there will be earthquakes and famines in various places. Believers will be persecuted, will be betrayed by false believers, and will be hated by all nations because of Jesus’ name. In addition false prophets will arise that will mislead many, lawlessness will increase, causing the love of most to grow cold. Finally, the gospel of the kingdom will be preached as a witness to all the nations and then the end will come. All of these things would be the beginning of birth pangs rather than signs that the end was being inaugurated, although they probably would intensify the nearer to the end that it was (using the analogy of labor pains). In light of these things Jesus urged perseverance to the end for believers, because this would show their genuine faith, resulting in their salvation.  

	II. Experiencing the Return           (Matt 24:15-31; Luke 21:20-24)
	Key Idea: The return of Jesus will be awesome, convicting, and magnificent, causing all to acknowledge that He is Lord. 

	3. Based on Luke 21:20-24 what will signal Jerusalem’s desolation (v20)? How are people to react to this (v21) and why (v22-23)? What era will begin then and what will things be like for Israel (v24)?
	The disciples had asked “when will these things be” in relation to the temple being demolished. The first visible sign that the temple and city were about to be destroyed would be in AD70 when Jerusalem was surrounded by the armies of Rome. Everyone there – in Judea, in the city, or in the country - was to flee to the mountains because when the siege mound was thrown up around the walls no one would escape. Those would be the “days of vengeance” that had been prophesied against Israel for her rebellion against God. The immediate event that precipitated this vengeance was the rejection and crucifixion of the Messiah, God’s Son. The destruction of Jerusalem would usher in the era known biblically as “the times of the Gentiles”. During this time God’s wrath would fall upon the Jews; they would fall by the sword, be led captive into the nations, and Jerusalem would be trampled by Gentiles until this time ended. Historically, this is what occurred; the Jews left their homeland from AD70 until the early 20th century when the Zionist movement began in earnest. By 1948 Israel had been repopulated and Israel became a national state again. However, Jerusalem is still being trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, so this era has not completely ended. Thus, the future fulfillment of this prophecy refers to the time before the 2nd coming of Christ.

	4. Using Matt 24:15-22 what event will signal the Great Tribulation (v15, 21) and what should be the reaction (v16-20)? How bad will this time be and what will shorten it (v21-22)?
	The account in Matthew of Jesus’ prophecy skips over the near fulfillment – the destruction of Jerusalem in AD70 – and goes to the end times. The Great Tribulation (v21) typically refers to the 2nd half of the Tribulation, the last 3 ½ years before the 2nd coming, and this event is inaugurated when the Abomination of Desolation stands in the temple, as prophesied in Dan 9:27. Daniel’s prophecy had a near term fulfillment (as many prophecies do) in the time of the Greek Empire (before the time of Christ). The Syrian emperor, Antiochus IV, slaughtered a pig on the altar in the Holy Place, a made Jews there drink its blood. This was an abomination to God and caused the temple to be desolate because it was defiled. Later, when Rome destroyed the temple in AD70 they put a Roman eagle in the Holy Place, defiling the temple. In similar fashion at the midpoint of the 7 year Tribulation, as prophesied in Dan 9:27, another such event will occur. Probably the Antichrist will place a statue of himself in the Holy Place, defiling the rebuilt temple in the Tribulation, and this will usher in the Great Tribulation. At this point anyone in Judea or Jerusalem should immediately flee because God’s wrath will pour out on that place in unprecedented fury. In fact no one’s life would be saved if God didn’t cut those days short for the sake of the elect. This probably means that God wants to give them the justice due to them, not that they will experience God’s wrath. Just as God protected His people in Egypt when the plagues fell, He will protect them in the Tribulation. Their great longing during this time will be for God’s wrath to end so they could experience life forever with Him, with all unrighteousness removed from the earth.  

	5. Looking at Matt 24:23-28 what “news” should be disregarded in the Tribulation (v23, 26) and why (v24-25, 27-28)?
	When someone says the Christ is in a certain place they should be disregarded because the coming of the Son of Man will be in full view of the world. That is entirely possible today given the current state of technology. It will be as visible as lightning that flashes in the sky – it lights everything up so that everyone knows that it occurred. Unfortunately, in the Tribulation imposters will arise that will perform great signs and wonders that would, if possible, mislead even the elect. Jesus’ return will not be secret – it will be in full view of all. He is not for the select few; He will reveal Himself to all when He returns – some for judgment, and others for salvation. Thus, just as vultures gather in a certain area, indicating that a corpse is there, so the return of Jesus will be a clear sign for everyone. 

	6. Read Matt 24:29-31. What will be the backdrop for the return of Jesus, the Son of Man (v29-30)? How will He come (v30), how will Israel react (v30), and what will He do (v31)?
	The backdrop of Jesus’ return will be darkness and dissolution of everything. The sun will be darkened (like an eclipse), the moon will be darkened, stars will fall from the sky and the powers of the heavens (probably false angels) will be shaken. At that point the sign of the Son of Man (He comes with the clouds) will appear in the sky, causing all the tribes of the earth to mourn over their coming judgment (the Jews will mourn over Him whom they pierced and turn to Him in national repentance according to Zech 12:10). He will come with the clouds – the white robes of righteousness of the saints – surrounding Him, in power and great glory. If the clouds refers to all of His saints this will indeed be glorious, considering the innumerable company of saints of all the ages. He will also send His angels across the earth to gather His elect from the entire planet and they will all meet in the sky (1 Thes 4:13-17), filling it up from one end to the other. Wow!


	III. Expectantly Waiting                  (Matt 24:32-51)
	Key Idea: Those who believe in Jesus should live each day in a way that would be pleasing to Him when He returns. 

	7. From Matt 24:32-35 summarize and explain the fig tree parable (v32-33). What two things did Jesus promise and what did this mean (v34, 35)?
	Just as fig trees begin to put out leaves when the summer is near, so when these various events begin to occur they will signal that the return of Jesus is near. He promised that the generation that saw these things would not pass away until the 2nd coming was complete. Generation can be translated “race” so Jesus could have been saying that the Jewish race would not pass away until His promises were fulfilled. More than likely, though, Jesus was saying that the timing of His coming would not be evident until these various signs began, but once they did they would be finished in that generation. A biblical generation is typically forty years, but that is not iron-clad; it can refer to a general period of time represented by a normal lifespan. His second promise was that even though heaven and earth would pass away, His words would not pass away – their fulfillment was certain. 

	8. Based on Matt 24:36-41 who alone knows when Jesus will return (v36) and what will those days be like (v37, 38-39)? What will the rapture be like (v40-41)?
	While Jesus was on earth neither He, nor the angels, knew when He would return; this was known only by the Father. Because it is undisclosed the return of Christ will occur in the ordinary routines of life. People will be eating, drinking, marrying and giving in marriage – planning for everything to go on as it always has. Most will not even notice the signs of the times, just as in the time of Noah when no one paid attention to his preaching or his building of the ark. Just as when the flood started when the rapture occurs one will be taken up to Jesus and the other left on earth for judgment. At that moment those who are left will understand what has happened. This implies that it will be too late, though, meaning that a “pre” tribulation rapture is not in view. It seems throughout this passage that there is only one return of Christ, only one 2nd coming. The idea of a pre-tribulation rapture is not mentioned anywhere in Jesus’ discourse on His return. It seems that the signs of the 2nd half of the Tribulation will be so clear that everyone would notice, so my possible solution is that Jesus begins His return at the midpoint of the Tribulation, and it culminates at the end. There is no easy answer, and this is just speculation, but it seems it would work. 

	9. In Matt 24:42-44 what are we commanded to do and why (v42, 44)? What is this like (v43)? What do you think it takes to “be ready”?
	The real issue is not when Jesus will come, but if we will be ready when He does. Since we don’t know when He will come we must act at all times as if we knew He was coming today. If we knew a thief was going to break into our house one night, we would stand guard all night; similarly we must maintain an attitude of alertness at all times, because Jesus is coming at a time that is least obvious. To be ready means to be walking with the Lord in an attitude of submission and obedience, because when He returns we will want to be serving Him fully. 

	10. Using Matt 24:45-51 what are we to do while waiting for the 2nd coming (v45-46) and what will result (v47)? How do evil slaves act and why (v48-49)? What will result for them (v50-51)?
	While we wait for Jesus to return we must be involved in ministering to those whom He has placed in our path. We all have a “household” or “flock” for which we have primary responsibility, whether that be one other person or many. If we fulfill this responsibility well the Lord will put us in charge of many things in the Kingdom. However, if we think we have plenty of time later to do His will, and mistreat fellow Christians and indulge our flesh then when Jesus returns unexpectedly He will cut us into pieces and assign us a place with the hypocrites where there will be “weeping and gnashing of teeth”. In other words those who act like the evil slave are really not saved; they are only trusting in their supposed status. In Jesus’ day He was probably referring to natural born Jews who thought they were automatically “in” because of their heritage. In our day this would be those who think they are saved because of some “prayer” or “experience’ they had which never made a difference in their lives. In other words they really didn’t have a “born-again” experience, because those who are born again see God-honoring changes occur in their lives, advancing from “faith to faith” (Rom 1:16). It is by their fruit that we will know them (us) and if there is never any fruit then we have not been born again.

	11. Summarize the things to expect leading up and during the 2nd coming. Also, identify the attitudes and actions we should have while waiting for Jesus to come back.
	We can expect things to be normal on this earth until the Great Tribulation begins. People will eat, drink, marry and try to make it through the travails of life. Natural disasters will occur, wars will continue, false spiritual leaders will seek to mislead many, and Christians will be persecuted for their faith. It has been that way since the time of Christ and will be that way until He returns. However, when the Abomination of Desolation is placed in the Temple, then the return of Jesus is near. Until that time, though, we must maintain attitudes of alertness and faithfulness. We must continue to minister to the flock He has given us and seek to lead others to Him each day. We must live in the awareness that each day could be the day that Jesus comes back. 


