Judges 1:1-3:6 - Daily Study Questions – Déjà vu All Over Again
The Big Idea: Because sin always leads to God’s discipline, the only wise course is to repent and remain faithful to God since He is so faithful to us. 
	I. A Positive Beginning (1:8-15)
	Key Idea: It is a positive sign when those given the opportunity waste no time in fighting for the Lord.

	1. Read Judges 1:1-7. What did Israel ask God after Joshua’s death (v1) and what did He say (v2)? What did Judah propose (v3) and what happened (v4, 5-7)? Why were they successful (v4)? 
	After Joshua died the sons of Israel inquired of the Lord concerning who should attack the Canaanites first. This was a good sign that they were going to finish the conquest of the land in obedience to God just as they had done during the days of Joshua. The Lord told them that Judah should go up first, which they did; they recruited the tribe of Simeon to go with them though, with the promise that they would help them later. This made sense since they were located in the same general area of Palestine. As they fought the Canaanites and Perizzites God delivered them into their hand and they defeated ten thousand men at Bezek. They also captured the king, Adoni-bezek, who had fled, and when they caught him they cut off his thumbs and big toes to keep him from running again or being able to wield weapons of war. The king considered this God’s justice since he had done the same to seventy kings he had captured previously. As the 1:4 says they were successful in this conquest because the Lord gave the enemy into their hands. It was of God. 

	2. In 1:8-15 who and where did Judah fight next (v8, 9-10)? After this what challenge did Caleb lay out (v11-12) and who responded (v13)? What else occurred there (v14-15)? How is Caleb a good example for us? 
	After the victory at Bezek Judah went to Jerusalem, captured it with the edge of the sword and set the city on fire. Then they went to fight against the Canaanites living in the hill country, the Negev (desert south), and the lowland (Shephelah) near the Mediterranean – where the Philistines lived. After this they went to Debir in the area that Caleb had been promised by Moses and Joshua and he challenged someone to capture it. He promised marriage to his daughter as the prize, and Othniel, the son of his brother, Kenaz, accomplished the victory. So, he was given Achsah, Caleb’s daughter, to be his wife. Apparently the section of land they conquered had little water, being in the Negev, so his daughter asked for the part that had some springs of water on it. Caleb responded generously by giving her both the upper and lower springs. Caleb did several things well here. First, he encouraged others to participate in the conquest which hastened the subduing of the land. He also sought for his daughter a strong man of faith as a husband, which would certainly be necessary in view of Caleb’s character. His generosity with his daughter and new son-in-law is worth emulating, too.

	II. Partial Obedience (1:16-36)
	Key Idea: Partial obedience keeps us from experiencing God’s best for our lives and sets the stage for disaster. 

	3. Using 1:16-21 who settled with Judah (v16)? What was their next conquest and outcome (v17-18), and why (v19)? What did they do good (v20) and bad (v19, 21)? What was the result (v21)? 
	The descendants of Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, who lived near Jericho (the city of the palms) went with Judah to the wilderness and lived among them. Then, Judah and Simeon defeated the Canaanites living in Zephath, completely destroying them, and then victoriously took Gaza, Ashkelon, and Ekron. Because the Lord was with them they were also able to take possession of the hill country, which was good; but they couldn’t drive out the valley dwellers since they had iron chariots, and this was bad. Similarly, the tribe of Benjamin also couldn’t drive the Jebusites out of Jerusalem, with the result that they continued to live among their tribe for a long time (until the day of the writing of Judges at least). In contrast to this Caleb did drive out the inhabitants of Hebron, who were giants (sons of Anak). This shows that no obstacle (iron chariots) is really too big; it is really about our faith in God. 

	4. From Judges 1:22-29 who also fought (v22, 27, 29) and who did they fight (v23, 27, 29)? How was initial victory achieved (v23-26), but what were the ongoing results (v27-28, 29)? How do you evaluate this?  
	The house (tribes) of Joseph (Ephraim and Manasseh) fought first against Bethel (originally Luz), striking them with the sword. They let the man who had helped them, and his family, go free and he went and built the city of Luz in the land of the Hittites, north of Israel. Then Manasseh did not fully possess Beth-shean, Taanach, Dor, Ibleam, or Megiddo, or the villages around them. Rather the Canaanite continued to live among them, becoming forced labor when Israel grew strong. The ongoing results were that the Canaanites lived among Israel (or Israel among the Canaanites), and although they became forced labor at times, they also would influence Israel to worship their pagan gods of Baal. This shows that partial obedience leaves the problem intact and will eventually result, as is seen shortly, in complete disobedience. 

	5. Based on 1:30-36 what other tribes fought (v30, 31, 33, 34), who did they fight (v30, 31, 33, 34), and how did it all turn out (v30, 32, 33, 35-36)? What point is being made from 1:19-36? 
	The tribes of Ephraim, Zebulun, Asher, and Naphtali fought against the Canaanites with similar results – they didn’t drive them out completely and had to live among them, although they became forced labor when Israel was strong. The last tribe mentioned, Dan, had a different story, though. They were forced by the Amorites into the hill country, not being allowed into the valley. When they became strong the made the Amorites forced labor, but they still were unable to inhabit part of the land because of them. The point that is made in 1:19-36 is that Israel failed to complete the task that God had given them and the results would be disastrous. In contrast to Caleb who took full possession of his land, the rest were only partially obedient and thus had their abundance limited. They would also suffer grave consequences later because of it.

	III. Punishment and Restoration     (2:1-3:6)
	Key Idea: When we disobey God it will lead to His discipline in our lives, but if we repent He will restore us. 

	6. Read 2:1-5. Who spoke to Israel (v1)? Of what did He remind them (v1-2) and what did He say about them (v2)? How does His response (v3) explain 1:19-36? How did Israel respond to this (v4, 5)?  
	The “angel of the Lord” spoke to Israel at Bochim, which means “place of weeping”. This may be the “messenger” of the Lord, or a formal name for the pre-incarnate Christ. This was an angel, though, who fully represented God, speaking even in the first person for God in the verses that follow. He reminded them that He had delivered them from Egypt and brought them into Canaan, as He had promised to their fathers. He also had sworn to not break His covenant with them, but had also commanded them to make no covenant with the Canaanites but rather to tear down their altars. He then declared that they had not obeyed Him, asking what they had done (why) and then told them the consequence of their actions. He would not drive out the inhabitants of the land, but they would become thorns in their sides and their gods would be snares for them. This shows partly why God allowed their incomplete victories – as discipline for their disobedience and idolatry. This caused the people to lift up their voices to God in weeping and then they sacrificed to Him. 

	7. According to 2:6-11 how long was Israel faithful to God (v6-10)? What was the turning point (v10) and then what happened (v11)? Why (v10)? What lessons can we draw from this? 
	Israel was faithful to God as long as Joshua and the elders who had lived in his day were alive. This was due to the fact that they had seen all the great work that God had done for them. However, the turning point came when these all died and were buried; after this the next generation did not know God and the work He had done for Israel. This led to them do evil in the sight of God as they served the Baals of Caanan. Thus the period of the Judges is about 350 years (1400-1050BC)This story shows the importance not only of telling the next generation about the great person and work of God, but also of the necessity of helping them experience Him for themselves. As we raise our children and disciple others we must expose them to “hands-on experiences” with God and His work. 

	8. Looking at 2:12-15 how did the new generation act (v12, 13) and how did God respond (v14-15)? Should they have been surprised (v15, see Lev 26:14-39, Deut 28:15-68)? 
	The new generation “forsook” (abandoned) the Lord – the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of Egypt – and followed other gods from the people around them. They bowed down to them, provoking the Lord to anger, serving Baal and his female counterparts, the Ashtaroth. This further angered God and He gave them into the hands of plunderers who plundered them, and into the hands of their enemies around them so that they could no longer defend themselves against them. In fact everywhere they went the hand of the Lord was against them for evil (in a physical, rather than spiritual, sense; bad things happened to them), just as He had spoken in Leviticus and Deuteronomy. He had told them clearly that “when” they did this that they would receive His discipline. It would gradually worsen until they were sold into bondage. At this point, though, they were only chastised inside the land by their enemies so that they were “severely distressed”. 

	9. Using 2:16-23 how did God intervene (v16) and how did Israel react (v17)? Describe the ongoing cycle Israel fell into (v18, 19, 20-21)? Why did God leave the Canaanites among them (v22-23)? Explain and apply. 
	During this period when Israel became severely distressed He raised up judges to deliver them and lead them back to God. Sadly, once they were delivered from their enemies they stopped listening to God’s appointed judges and begin to prostitute themselves spiritually with false gods. They bowed down to them and turned quickly aside from the way in which their fathers had walked, disobeying the commandments they had followed. The reason the Lord delivered them through judges was because His heart was moved with pity by their groaning at the hands of their oppressors. The nation continued to turn back and act more corruptly after each deliverance, following other false gods, refusing to abandon their idolatrous practices or stubborn ways. This led God to decree that He would not drive out the Canaanites so that Israel would have a continuous test concerning their loyalty to Him. The cycle of deliverance, idolatry, punishment, and crying out to God is illustrated seven times in the book of Judges, and in every section of the land. God knew they would act this way and for that reason did not allow Joshua or the tribes to completely drive out the Canaanites. This would allow the testing of their faithfulness to occur. This is seen in our lives as well; when we refuse to fully obey God He will leave these patterns of disobedience in our lives that will test whether we will be loyal to Him or to our sinful flesh. The only hope we have is to “make no provision for the flesh” (Rom 13:14) and to obey the Lord fully. 

	10. Read 3:1-6. What was another purpose of God in leaving the Canaanites in Israel (v1-2)? Identify the nations God left there (v3), His reason (v4), and their response (v5-6). 
	Another reason for leaving the Canaanites (the five lords of the Philistines, the tribes of Canaan, the Sidonians, and the Hivites of Mt Lebanon and Mt Herman) among them was to teach the new generation about war. There is no substitute for hands-on experience. They were also there to test if they would be obedient to the commandments of the Lord. Unfortunately, Israel responded by intermarrying these nations and serving their false gods. 

	11 Summarize the history of Israel after the death of Joshua (1:1-19), and then after the death of his generation (2:10-23). What got Israel in trouble (2:1-2, 11-13) and how did God respond (2:14-15, 16? Why? How can we apply this to our lives? 
	After the death of Joshua Israel begin to conquer the Canaanites – led by Judah and Simeon, and Caleb – although most didn’t drive them out completely. However, after the death of Joshua and his generation Israel begin to worship the gods of the nations and marry their sons and daughters. This got Israel into trouble with God, causing His anger to burn against them. He responded by disciplining them, giving them into the hand of oppressors. As their groans reached Him, though, He raised up judges to deliver them and they were faithful for a short while. But then, they began to serve false gods again and the cycle repeated. This shows what happens when we fail to be obedient to God; He allows consequences and His discipline in our lives to lead us to cry out to Him. He also leaves this pattern in our lives to continue to test our faithfulness and prepare us to fight His battles. At some point we must take responsibility for these patterns of sin in our lives that become strongholds from which Satan attacks us. The only path that leads to success is to follow God with all our hearts and to make no allowance for the flesh with its desires to take root. 


