Lesson Notes - All Rise (Matt 21:14-46; Mk 11:11-18; Lk 19:29-40; Jn 12:12-19)
The Big Idea: Jesus’ triumphal entry, His teachings and actions in the temple and His challenge of the authorities should cause us all to rise in His presence. 
	I. An Inspiring Entrance                   (Jn 12:12-19; Luke 19:29-40)
	Key Idea: Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem as the Messiah inspired all of His disciples to praise Him. 

	1. Read John 12:12-19. How did Jesus enter Jerusalem (v14-15) and how did the crowd react (v12-13)? Why (v17-18)? How did the disciples (v16) and Pharisees (v19) react? 
	Jesus entered Jerusalem on a young donkey, in fulfillment of the prophecy of Zech 9:9 that spoke of Israel’s king (the Messiah) riding into Jerusalem on the foal of a donkey. He would come as one just, endowed with salvation, and humble. The crowd, knowing this prophecy, went out to meet Him with palm branches and began to shout, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel”. The acclamation was due in large part to the fact that many had been with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and they were bearing witness to Him. This resulted in many more gathering to give Him praise. Hosanna means “give salvation now” and was found in Ps 118:25, which then led into 118:26 which is quoted here. This psalm was one of the psalms of ascent used as during the Feast of Tabernacles and in the Feast of Dedication, thus it was very familiar. The disciples, observing this, did not understand that He truly was fulfilling prophecy until after Jesus was glorified (after the resurrection). The Pharisees were discouraged when they saw this, saying to one another that they had done no good in abating Jesus’ influence because “all the world has gone after Him”. 

	2. In Luke 19:29-40 what did Jesus tell His disciples (v29-31) and what happened (v32-34)? What does this reveal? What did the multitude do (v36-38) and how did Jesus deal with this (v39-40)? 
	Jesus told His disciples to go into the village and find a tied up colt (foal of a donkey) on which no one had ever sat. They were to untie it and bring it to Him. If anyone were to ask why they were untying it they were to say, “The Lord has need of it”. When they got there they found everything just as He had said (this phrase indicates a miraculous knowledge), and as they were untying the colt the owners asked what they were doing. They answered as Jesus had told them and then brought the colt to Jesus. Since Jesus had been with the disciples unabated on the journey to Jerusalem this indicates that Jesus had divine knowledge of this colt and the agreeable response of the owners. When the donkey arrived they threw their garments on it, put Jesus on it, on road towards Jerusalem. As He did they spread their garments also on the road before Him (they also spread palm branches) and the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles they had seen. They quoted the Messianic verse, Ps 118:26, saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord; peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” When some of the Pharisees heard this they told Him to rebuke His disciples for this but instead He told them that if He did the stones would cry out. So, rather than decrying their praise of Him as the Messiah, He accepted it, willingly acknowledging who He was. It was now time for this public acceptance which would lead to His crucifixion. 

	II. Intriguing Contrasts                     (Luke 19:41-44; Mark 11:11-20; Matt 21:14-17, 23-27)
	Key Idea: Jesus’ rejection by the leaders in light of praise of the multitudes and children should cause us to consider His claims.

	3. From Luke 19:41-44 what did Jesus declare concerning Jerusalem (v42, 43-44) and how did it make Him feel (v41)? Why (v44)? 
	Jesus looked at Jerusalem as He approached and wept, saying that if they had known in that day the things that make for peace [they would have acted differently, accepting Him]. He was sad that their eyes had been shut to the truth that He was the Messiah and had instead rejected Him. Their acceptance of Him would have led to their peace, but instead their rejection would lead to the onslaught of the enemy in days ahead. They would be besieged on every side and they, along with their children, would be leveled to the ground with not even one stone left on another. This was all a result of their lack of recognition of the “time of their visitation”. This was an Old Testament concept that referred to when God would manifest His presence among His people. So in essence Jesus was affirming that God had visited His people in Him. 

	4. Using Mark 11:11-14, 20 what did Jesus do first when He entered the city (v11)? Why do you think He did? What happened the next day (v12, 13)? How did Jesus respond (v14), with what result (v20)? What was His point? 
	The first evening that Jesus entered Jerusalem He went into the temple precincts, looked around and left with the twelve for Bethany. Possibly He wanted to take a quick inventory of the situation – like the money changers’ set up there – so He could focus on the real issues at hand the next day. On the following day as they left Bethany He became hungry. Seeing a fig tree in leaf He hoped that He would find fruit on it, even though it was not the season for figs. He cursed the tree saying, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again” and His disciples heard this. The next morning as they passed by that fig tree it was withered from the roots, demonstrating that Jesus had performed a miracle. Jesus was using this fig tree as a picture of Israel; He had come into the center of Israel and hoped that there would be fruit, but instead there was nothing but a nice outward appearance. The purpose of a fig tree is to bear fruit and if it has no fruit it is worthless – outward beauty is not its purpose. Israel had failed to fulfill her purpose after multiple opportunities and thus would be punished. 

	5. Read Mark 11:15-18. Describe Jesus’ actions (v15-16). What did He say that justified His actions (v17) and how did the leaders react (v18)? Apply. 
	Jesus began to cast out those who were buying and selling sacrifices in the temple [for profit] and overturned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats of those who were selling doves [for profit]. He also stopped anyone from carrying goods [for sale] through the temple area. This was all being conducted in the Court of the Gentiles (nations), which was the outer court. He then explained why He had done all of this – in Is 56:7 God had said that His house was to be a house of prayer for all the nations (Gentiles), but they had turned it into a “robbers’ den” (Jer 7:11). Rather than using God’s temple for its true purpose, prayer for all the nations, they had instead used it as a hideout for robbers, stealing from these very nations and assuming they were protected because it was being done in the temple. When the leaders heard this they began seeking how they could destroy Him. They realized that the multitudes were amazed at His teaching and they were afraid of His power. This story shows us that we must not turn our worship of God into a personal indulgence; we must remember that others matter to Him as well and be willing to sacrifice our personal pleasure to reach them for His glory. 

	6. Looking at Matt 21:14-17 what did Jesus do after driving out the moneychangers (v14)? What were the leaders’ attitudes (v15-16) and how did Jesus respond (v16-17)? 
	After Jesus’ cleansing of the temple the blind and the lame came to Him there to be healed. Now that the self-indulgence of the moneychangers had been removed there was an opportunity for ministry. The leaders saw these miracles (wonder-ful things) and heard the children crying out to Him “Hosanna to the Son of David”, so they became indignant. They asked if He heard what they were saying and Jesus quoted to them Ps 8:2, “Out of the mouths of infants and nursing praise You have prepared praise for Yourself”. Again, He was accepting the praise that had first been directed at God, so He was essence declaring that He was God. It was time to be clear about who He was even though it would lead to His crucifixion, and He didn’t back down.

	7. From Matt 21:23-27 what was the leaders’ question (v23) and how did Jesus answer (v24-25)? Why did He pose this question (v25-26) and what was the result (v27)? 
	The next morning when Jesus arrived at the temple the leaders came to Him while He was teaching. They asked by what authority He was doing these things and Jesus answered them with a question of His own. That was a fair response; if they were willing to answer then He would be willing to answer – because in essence the answer was the same. He asked the source of John the Baptist’s baptism (teaching), whether it was from heaven or from men. This trapped them in a sense, forcing them either to admit that John was a prophet of God as the people believed or denouncing him. If they denounced him they feared the response of the multitude but if they affirmed him then they would have to account for their rejection of him. Jesus wanted them to admit that John was a prophet so they would be led to accept His identity as well; He wasn’t just trying to win the argument. Unfortunately they couldn’t do this and passed on the answer, so He did the same, refusing to reveal the source of His authority to them. 

	III. An Indicting Analysis                  (Matt 21:28-46)
	Key Idea: Those who reject God’s Son essentially reject Him and His blessings, and will suffer the consequences. 

	8. Retell the parable of Matt 21:28-32. How did the two sons act differently (v28-29, 30) and who did each represent (v31-32)? What was He trying to get across to the leaders (v31)?
	A man had two sons, one who agreed to work in the vineyard but didn’t, and another who refused the Father’s orders to work in the vineyard, but later changed his mind and did. Jesus asked which of the two did the father’s will and they agreed it was the second son. Jesus explained that the Jews were the first son who gave lip service to obeying the Father and that the tax-gatherers and harlots who had at first refused to obey, but were now believing in Him were like the second son. Those who actually repent and believe in Jesus will enter the kingdom, but those who see this but still refuse to repent will be shut out. Appearances are not enough; we must accept the truth about Jesus, repent, and follow Him. 

	9. In Matt 21:33-41 what did the landowner do (v33-34, 36, 37) and what occurred (v35, 36, 38-39)? How did the owner respond (v40-41)? To whom did this parable refer? 
	This parable recalls Is 5:1-7 in which God the Father prepares Israel as His vineyard, doing everything necessary for it to bear fruit. In this parable the landowner put a wall around it, dug a wine press in it, built a tower to keep predators away, and then went on a journey. When He did He rented it out, and the rent would be His portion of the harvest. As harvest time arrived He sent His slaves to procure His portion, but the renters beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. He then sent a larger group of slaves, but the results were the same. Finally, He sent His Son believing they would at least respect Him, but instead they saw their opportunity to get everything for themselves so they killed Him. Jesus then asked what the owner of the vineyard should do to them and they said that these wretches should be brought to a wretched end and the vineyard should be rented out to others who would pay their rent. Obviously Jesus was talking about them – the Jews had beaten and killed the prophets, and now they were about to kill God’s Son. 

	10. Based on Matt 21:42-46 what did Jesus say about Himself and how He would be treated (v42)? How did He say God would respond (v44)? What did this make the leaders want to do and why (v45-46)
	Jesus referred to Himself as the “stone which the builders rejected” that would become the “chief cornerstone”. This would happen because the Lord did it and would be marvelous in the eyes of His people. This was a quotation of Ps 118:22-23, which was the same Messianic psalm that was quoted at the triumphal entry. Jesus was clearly claiming to be the Messiah and prophesying that He would be rejected. However, He would prevail in the end because God Himself would install Him as the Chief Cornerstone. When the chief priests and Pharisees heard this they realized He was talking about them and claiming to be God’s Son and Messiah, but they were afraid to seize Him because the multitudes thought Him to be a prophet. 

	11. Write down the impact that Jesus’ role as King and Chief Cornerstone should have on our lives. Identify the emotions He exhibited in this study and why He felt them. How well do you imitate Jesus in feeling these same things? 
	When we consider that Jesus is the King, as He presented Himself here, then we should submit to His authority. Likewise, when we accept Him as the Chief Cornerstone we will build our lives upon Him and around Him. We will acknowledge that He is our only stability. Jesus’ priorities are revealed through His emotions here; He became sad over Israel’s rejection, angry about their abuse of temple worship and of the people, and condemning of Israel for failing to bear fruit. The things that make us sad and angry reveal a lot about us. Jesus’ sadness was due to His love for Israel and His Father, and His anger resulted from Israel’s failure to show mercy to others and their failure to glorify His Father. We must identify so much with Jesus’ mission to glorify His Father and His compassion for those who are helpless that we are also stirred to action as He was.   


