Hosea 4-10 Daily Study Questions

The Big Idea: Those who rebel against God and follow their own desires will demonstrate how stupid they really are because they will hurt themselves and others. 
	I. The Cause of Spiritual Stupidity (4:1-19)
	Key Idea: When we worship and depend on false gods we become spiritually stupid. 

	1. Read Hosea 4:1-10. What case did God have against Israel (v1, 2, 7)? How did they deal with it (v4) and what were the results (v5, 6, 9, 10)? 
	God’s “divorce” case (this is the meaning) against Israel was based on the fact that there was no faithfulness or kindness in the land and no knowledge of God. There was swearing (false), deception, murder, stealing, and adultery, and they used violence as a tool so much that bloodshed followed bloodshed. They multiplied their sins as they multiplied people, and changed their glory (God) into shame (idolatry). Unfortunately, no one found fault with anyone over this sin, but instead were like those who argue with the priest when confronted by sin. The results would be stumbling by everyone – they would stumble by day and the prophets would stumble with them by night, and their “mother” would be destroyed (the nation as a whole). They would be destroyed by their lack of knowledge (this has an ominous application for Christians today who have little knowledge of the word of God); the priests would be rejected, Israel’s children would be forgotten, the nation would be punished, and they would eat but never have enough. Because they had acted as spiritual prostitutes and had stopped paying attention to the Lord they would not increase. This passage shows how timeless the message of the Old Testament prophets is; the nation of America, and even those who call themselves “Christian”, could well be described this way today. 

	2. Using 4:11-19 what else caused the spiritual dullness of Israel (v11, 12) and what did they do that was wrong (v13, 14, 17-18)? What did God caution them against (v15)? 
	Israel’s spiritual dullness was due to their harlotry (idolatry and connection with foreign alliances), and their indulgence in wine. They had been deceived by false and empty attachments so that their hearts had been stolen and their eyes clouded. They sacrificed and burned incense to these false gods on the top of every hill and had engaged in sexual fertility rites in worship of these idols. The men in general engaged in sex with prostitutes, everyone (Ephraim, the northern kingdom) was “wed” to their idols, and their rulers loved the shame of promoting idolatry. God cautioned them against drawing Judah, the southern kingdom, into the same practices and inevitable judgment. They had converted the worship of the true God into idolatry at Gilgal and Beth-aven (a substitute for Bethel); they were warned to not lead Judah down the same path. 

	II. The Characteristics of Spiritual Stupidity (5:1-17)
	Key Idea: Spiritually stupid people wonder why things are going badly as they rebelliously pursue evil, worship idols, and refuse to listen to God. 

	3. Looking at 5:1-7 what were Israel’s characteristics (v2, 3, 4, 5) and how would God respond to their superficial attempts to return to Him (v2, 6)? Why (v4, 7)? 
	Israel was characterized by rebellion, deep depravity, a spirit of harlotry and idolatry, a lack of knowing the Lord, and pride, which caused all of these things and kept them from being able to return to God. God would chastise them even though they took many sacrifices to Him and “sought” Him by these means; they had continued to deal treacherously with Him and borne Him illegitimate children. In other words, just like Gomer, they had become unfaithful and had children out of wedlock who were not God’s, but were the product of false gods. Until they repented of their sins all the sacrifices in the world would mean nothing to God. 

	4. From Hosea 5:8-15 list some ways Israel sinned (v10, 11) and dealt with the results (v13)? What was God’s response (v10, 11, 15) and what would He be like to them (v12, 14)? 
	Israel’s leader lacked integrity (like those who moved boundary lines when no one was looking) and they followed the commands of men rather than God. When they were chastised instead of responding with repentance they went to foreign kings to make themselves strong – like we do in turning to “answers” other than God when things go wrong. God would pour them out like water in His wrath, they would be oppressed and crushed in His judgment, and be afflicted by Him until they acknowledged their guilt and sought His face. He would be like a moth that causes garments to become rotten and like a lion to tear them to pieces with none to deliver. 

	5. Using 6:1-7:3 what did Israel believe about God (v1-3)? How loyal did this cause them to be (v4, 5-6, 7; 7:1)? What else did they do wrong (v8-9; 7:2-3)? 
	Israel believed that as soon as they came back to God that He would heal and bandage them, even though He was the One who had torn and wounded them. He would revive them after two days (almost dead), raising them up on the third day that they might live before Him. They would boldly call each other to press on to know the Lord because His going forth was as certain as the dawn, or as the falling rain. These were bold pronouncements of God’s faithfulness, but sadly their loyalty would be like morning clouds or dew that dissipate and evaporate when the sun comes up. They were showing Him superficial loyalty with all their sacrifices, but He desired heartfelt loyalty and a true knowledge of Him. As had been stated they were actually treacherous towards God like Adam was when he transgressed his covenant with Him. They were full of iniquity, false dealings and robbery. Their cities were tracked with bloody footprints and even the priests murdered people. They were a wicked people. 

	6.  Looking at 7:4-16 to what pictures did God compare Israel (v4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 16) and what does each mean? What was wrong with them (v7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 14, 15)? 
	God compared Israel to a hot oven that cooled off so that the bread wasn’t baked all the way through, meaning that they had started well but had not completed their obedience to God. The only thing the heat from their oven accomplished was a smoldering anger that motivated their evil plots. Ephraim was like a cake not turned that looked good on the outside, but was really just a repulsive mass of dough; they were like old people that had lost their strength although they thought it was still there. Furthermore, they were like a silly dove that flitters back and forth with no apparent destination or purpose. They didn’t know what they wanted or who they wanted to serve; they were extremely undependable. They were also like a deceitful bow that would launch the arrow with no ability to hit the target. Their problem was basically that they didn’t want to follow God – they wanted to follow their own desires. They would not call on Him, but instead joined themselves to foreign nations. They were weak, too proud to seek God, rebellious, deceptive, and unwilling to repent. In general they devised evil against God.  

	7. According to 8:1-14 how did Israel “sow the wind” (v7) - look at v1, 3, 4, 9-10, 11, 12, 14)? How would they reap the whirlwind (v3, 5, 7-8, 10, 13, 14)? 
	Israel had “sown the wind” meaning that everything that she was planting was empty. They had transgressed God’s covenant, rebelled against His law, rejected the good, set up kings without consulting God, made themselves idols, entered into foreign alliances, multiplied their idolatrous altars, regarded God’s law as “strange” (like another language), and had multiplied palaces and fortresses in place of their dependence on God. This sowing of emptiness would result in a whirlwind harvest of being pursued by the enemy, a visitation of God’s anger on them, a poor harvest, dispersion of Israel among the nations (a course they had set themselves on), a diminishing of their number, no delight by God in their sacrifices, punishment, and fire that would consume their palaces. 

	8. From 9:1-9 what will Israel’s punishment be (v2, 3, 4-5, 6)? What had happened to their leaders (v7, 8) and why (v8-9)? 
	Israel will be punished with a lack of satisfaction with the false dependencies to which they had turned. They would not remain in the land, but would be sent to Egypt and Assyria. Furthermore, their sacrifices would not please God so that they would not be able to feast before Him. Their land would become desolate when they were cast out, with weeds among their silver treasures and thorns growing up in their tents. Their leaders, the prophets, were false; therefore, they were fools. They were demented because the iniquity and hostility of the people was so great. They had the “snare of a bird catcher” in their ways, meaning that they were manipulative and used the people for their own ends. The reason for this was that they had gone deep into depravity and they would be punished for it. 

	9. Read 9:10-17. How did God regard Israel at first (v10, 11, 13) and how did she respond (v10, 15, 17)? What would God do to them (v11-12, 13-14, 15, 16, 17)? 
	When God first saw Israel, even though she was nothing to look at according to Ezek 16, He saw her potential; she was like grapes in the wilderness or the earliest fruit on the fig tree in its first season. To God she was like a surprising and refreshing discovery, and He gave them His glory. Ephraim was planted in a pleasant meadow like Tyre, so she had every advantage. Unfortunately, they did not respond in kind; rather, they devoted themselves to shame at Baal-peor (where they worshiped idols), became rebellious and wicked, and refused to listen to God. As a result God would allow their glory to fly away like a bird, would leave their children as orphans when He departed from them, and consequently these children would be left for slaughter by the invading nations. The parents would be unable to care for the children they bore and God would drive Israel from His house, loving them no more (by His actions). They would be cast away to become wanderers among the nations, a prophecy that was fulfilled from AD70 (the destruction of Jerusalem by Rome) until now. 

	III. The Cure for Spiritual Stupidity (10:1-15)
	Key Idea: The only way to cure spiritual stupidity is to allow God to break us open so He can plant seeds of righteousness and kindness. 

	10. In 10:1-10 how did Israel handle prosperity (v1, 2)? How did they treat God (v3, 4) and how did they treat their idols (v5)? How would God deal with them (v6-10)? 
	When Israel became prosperous she made altars and sacred pillars with which to worship false gods. They gave them the credit instead of God and thus were faithless towards Him. Even though they made oaths to God they were worthless because they did not believe He could save them. Rather, they believed their idols could save them even though they were not doing so. The “glory” of these idols had departed so the people mourned over them and feared their loss of them. As a result  the idols would be carried off to Assyria, Ephraim (Israel) would be seized with shame, Samaria (Israel’s capitol) would be cut off with her king, all the altars would be destroyed, and the people would be defeated by the foreign armies as called the nations to gather against them. 

	11. Based on 10:11-15 how had Ephraim’s (Israel’s) plowing been wrong (v11, 13) and what would happen (v14-15)? What should they do instead (v12)? Apply. 
	Ephraim had plowed their fields to satisfy their own desires, with wickedness, injustice, lies and false dependencies (like the number of their warriors). Because of that a tumult would arise among the people, their fortresses would be destroyed, their children killed, and their king would be completely cut off. What they should have done, as we should do, is sow seeds that would cause righteousness to sprout, allowing them to reap in accordance with kindness rather than violence. It was time for them (and us) to break up their fallow (dormant) ground by seeking the Lord until He chose to bring rain on them. There is no better plan for a fulfilling life that honors God than to consider our hardness towards God and others, and then allow Him to break us up so He can plant us with righteousness and kindness. 


