Numbers 1-6 Daily Study Questions – Making Traveling Arrangements
The Big Idea: We will receive God’s protection and blessing in our daily journey if we will follow His directions and maintain pure relationships with Him and others. 
	I. Protection for the Camp (1-2)
	Key Idea: The tribes were positioned around the tabernacle for maximum protection from God and their enemies. 

	1. From Num 1:1-19 what did God command (v2) and who did it include (v3)? Who was to carry this out (v4-16), when did they do this (v1), and where (v19)? What would this reveal? 
	God commanded that Israel take a census of all the males, twenty and up, who were able to go to war. This was to be taken by families and households, so that the armies of Israel could be counted. A leader from each of the tribes (except Levi) was responsible to take this census, although there were no notable names (to us) in the group. They took this census in the wilderness of Sinai on the first of the second month of the second year after they exited Egypt. This census would reveal their military strength as they prepared to enter Canaan after what they assumed would be a relatively short journey through the wilderness. Unfortunately, because of their rebellious lack of faith they stayed for another 38 years before they got to enter. 

	2. Look at 1:20-46 list the census of each tribe (v20-42) and the total amount (v44-45). How were they registered (v20)? Why did this matter? 
	The census of the tribes was 1) Reuben = 46,500; 2) Simeon = 59,300; 3) Gad = 45,650; 4) Judah = 74,600; 5) Issachar = 54,400; 6) Zebulun = 57,400; 7) Joseph/Ephraim = 40,500; 8) Joseph/ Manasseh = 32,200; 9) Benjamin = 35,400; 10) Dan = 62,700; 11) Asher = 41,500; 12) Naphtali = 53,400. They were all registered by their families and the total number of male warriors twenty and up was 603,550. These, however, were not just warriors; they were heads of families, so they were fighting for them, not just for the nation. Ultimately this is the reason for waging war, to defend our families, and not to take something that is rightfully someone else’s.

	3. Using 1:47-54 who was exempt from the census (v47) and why (v48-49)? Why did God say this (v50), what was their special job (v51-52), and their special place (v53)? 
	The Levites were exempt from the census because their job was not to be warriors, but to serve the Lord in the tabernacle as priests. They were to oversee it all and carry it wherever Israel went. This was vital to preserve the presence of God in their midst. They were also to camp around the tabernacle as the “inner circle”, providing a buffer, in a sense, between the people and God. 

	4. Based on Num 2:1-34 where was each of the tribes to camp (v1-9, 10-16, and 17, 18-24, 25-31)? How many were in each direction and what was their order of departure (v32-34)? 
	The tribes were to camp with their family banners at a distance on each side of the tabernacle, by threes, while the Levites camped inside these four camps on each side by families, too. On the east side would be the tribes of Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun, with a total number of 186,400. On the south side would be Rueben, Simeon, and Gad, numbering 151,450. On the west side would be Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin with a sum of 108,100. Finally, on the north side the tribes of Dan, Asher, and Naphtali would camp, totaling 157,600. They would set out in this order, too, with the Levites departing between the south and west camps. The two largest camps were the first and the last for offensive and defensive strength. 

	II. Placing Priests Apart (3-4)
	Key Idea: The priests and Levites were set apart to care for the tabernacle to keep Israel from unintentionally violating God. 

	5. Using 3:1-13 what were the two classes of priests (v1-4, 5-6) and who served whom (v5-6, 9-10)? What did the Levites do (v7-8) and how did their role originate (v11-13)? 
	The higher class of priests was Aaron and his sons (who were a Kohathite family), from whom would come the High Priest. They would serve in the Holy Place and Holy of Holies. The Levites were composed of everyone else and they served Aaron and his sons in the administration of the priesthood. The Levites did the “service of the tabernacle” which meant that they made sure everything was ready for the priesthood (Aaron and his descendants) to represent Israel before God. They were to keep the furnishings of the tent in good order. The entire Levitical tribe was set apart to the Lord because of their role in killing those who had worshiped the golden calf (see Exod 32:25-29). The firstborn male of each family and animal belonged to the Lord, but rather than slaughtering the sons of Israel God allowed the Levites to be a substitute for them. The firstborn had become the Lord’s because He had spared them when He passed over Egypt. 

	6. Looking at 3:14-37 who were the 3 families of Levites (v17-20)? How many were in each (v21-22, 27-28, and 33-34)? Where did they camp, and what did they do (v23-26, 29-32, and 35-37)?
	The three families of Levites were the Gershonites, who had 7,500 men, the Kohathites, who had 8,600 males, and the Merarites, who had 6,200 men. The sum of them was 22,300, although v39 says that it was 22,000. The best solution (obviously the biblical writer did not see this as a contradiction) is that the Levites had 300 firstborn and they could not be a substitute for themselves. The family of Gershon camped behind the tabernacle on the west, the family of Kohath camped to the south, and the family of Merari camped to the north, while Aaron and his sons camped to the east. They all camped closest to the tabernacle, inside of the other twelve tribes. The duties of Gershon were to care for the structure of the tabernacle – coverings, screens, hangings and the tent itself. Kohath was to perform the duties of the sanctuary, caring for the furniture and utensils and the screen to the inner sanctuary. Of course the sons of Aaron, who were included in this family, actually performed the mediatory duties. The family of Merari was in charge of the frames, bars, pillars, sockets and equipment of the tabernacle and courtyard. When time came to set out each of the families would carry their assigned items in appropriate fashion so that wrath from God would not be unintentionally incurred on the congregation. 

	7. According to 3:38-51 who camped to the east (v38)? How many Levites (v39) and how many firstborn Israelites (v42) were there? How did they deal with the excess (v44-51)? 
	Moses, Aaron and his sons camped to the east performing the duties of the sanctuary for the sons of Israel. No layman was to come near on penalty of death. The number of Levites was 22,000 (excluding their firstborn) and the number of firstborn Israelites was 22,273. Thus, there was a shortage of firstborn that would substitute for firstborn Israelites. God told them that they could take a ransom of five shekels each for the excess and the money would be given to Aaron and his sons to perform the duties of the priesthood. This was equivalent to five months wages. 

	8. From 4:1-49 list the Kohathite duties (v4-16) and warning (v17-20). What were Gershonite (v24-28) and Merarite (v29-33) duties? How many Levites were of age to serve (v48)?
	The Kohathites were responsible for the work related to the tabernacle. Those between thirty and fifty were to take down the veil of the screen (to the Holy of Holies) and cover the ark of the covenant with it. They were to also lay a covering of porpoise skin on it, spread a cloth of pure blue over that, and insert the poles in the ark. They were to spread a pure blue cloth over the table of the bread of the Presence and all of its utensils. They were to then place scarlet material over this, and porpoise skin over that, and insert the poles in the rings on its corners. The blue cloth was to cover the lampstand and its accessories, porpoise skin was to cover this, and it was to be placed on its carrying poles. The golden altar of incense was to be covered with blue cloth and porpoise skin and poles put into its rings. The rest of the utensils were to be covered with blue cloth and porpoise skin and placed on carrying bars. The ashes were to be taken away from the altar of burnt offering, and then spread a purple cloth over it. All of its utensils were placed on it, a covering of porpoise skin was spread over it, and poles were inserted in the corners of it to carry it. These were all to be carried by the poles so that no one would touch the holy objects and die. Eleazar, the son of Aaron, was responsible for the oil for the lampstand, the fragrant incense, the continual grain offering, and the oil for anointing. The family of Gershon was to carry the curtains of the tabernacle with its coverings, its screen, the hangings of the court, the screen for the gate of the court, and the cord and equipment for service. The family of Merari was to carry the boards of the tabernacle, its bars, pillars, and sockets. Also they were to carry the pillars, sockets and pegs for the outer court and were to set it up and take it down by direction of Ithamar, the other son of Aaron. In all there were 8,580 Levites between thirty and fifty who were able to serve. 

	III. Positioning for Blessing (5-6)
	Key Idea: If we will maintain pure relationships with God and others we will live under His blessing.

	9. Using 5:1-31 how was Israel to be kept undefiled (v1-4, 5-10)? Describe the test for one suspected of adultery (v11-15, 16-22, and 23-26) and how the truth would be revealed (v27-31). 
	Israel was to be kept undefiled by sending away from the camp lepers, anyone with a discharge, and those who touched a dead person. Also, they were to confess their sins (sins of mankind – those against their fellow man) and make restitution for the wrong they had done by paying it back in full with twenty percent added to it. If there was no one to make restitution to they were to go to the priest so they could offer the ram of atonement and receive the money of restitution. If there was a woman who was suspected of adultery by her husband she was to be brought before the priest with the husband’s offering of one tenth of an ephah of barley meal. No oil or incense was to be poured over it since it was the “offering of jealousy”, a reminder of iniquity. The priest was then to take holy water in a clay pot and put some dust in the water. The woman was to let her hair go loose, the reminder grain offering was to be placed in her hands, and the priest will have her swear that she had not committed adultery under threat of a curse from God. Then she is to drink the bitter water understanding that if she is lying that her thigh will waste away and her abdomen will swell. The woman will say “Amen. Amen” and the priest will write those curses on a scroll and wash them off into the water of bitterness. She will then drink the water after the priest takes the grain offering from her hand, waves it before the Lord, and then offers it up in smoke on the altar. If she is guilty the curses will come upon her and if she is innocent nothing will happen to her and she will be able to have children. This would keep the spirit of jealousy from overcoming husbands, would punish the guilty, but would also exonerate innocent women.  

	10. Based on 6:1-21 outline the “law of the Nazirite” (v1-4, 5, 6-8, 9-12). How would he end his Nazirite vow (v13-17, 18-21)? Why do you think someone would make such a vow? 
	If someone were to dedicate themselves to the Lord for a special reason and a specific period of time they would take a Nazirite vow. They might be seeking a special answer from the Lord about something or just seeking to be more devoted to Him. If they made such a vow they would not cut their hair, they would abstain from any derivative of the grape, and would refrain from touching anything dead, even a dead relative. If a man were to die suddenly beside him his vow would be over and he would wait until the seventh day when he was clean and shave his head. On the eighth day he would bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons to the priest and he would offer one for the sin offering and one for the burnt offering, to make atonement for touching a dead person during his vow. He would then reinstitute his vow after offering a male lamb a year old for a guilt offering – the former days would be void because they were defiled. When the vow was complete the standard offering would be a male lamb a year old without defect for a burnt offering, a ewe lamb a year old without defect as a sin offering, and a ram without defect as a peace offering. Along with this a basket of unleavened cakes and unleavened wafers spread with oil, as well as grain offerings and libations would be offered. The Nazirite would then shave his head at the doorway of the tent of meeting and place the hair on the fire under the peace offerings. The ram’s shoulder would be boiled and this, along with one unleavened cake and an unleavened wafer would be placed in the Nazirite’s hands. The priest would then wave them before the Lord, this portion would be holy to the priest, and then the Nazirite could drink wine. 

	11. In 6:22-27 what was one of Aaron’s major responsibilities (v22-23, 27)? Explain the various elements of this blessing. How does this apply to our lives?
	Aaron was to speak the blessing of the Lord on the people, invoking His name over them. This blessing would be a prayer for God to bless them, keep (protect) them, and make His face shine on them. This would be a sign of God’s favor on them which was vital to their well-being. He was also to pray for God to be gracious to them, to lift up His countenance on them (not look “down” on them), and to give them peace. This was a much broader thought than just the absence of conflict; peace, or shalom, was a state of abundance and security. We must remember that one of our most important responsibilities as believer-priests is to help people live under the blessing of God. It says that we were called for the very purpose of blessing – both to receive it and to give it. Our lives must be lives of blessing to others, just as God designed for Abraham and his descendants – and that includes us. 


