Romans 13-14 - Daily Study Questions – It Takes a Village

The Big Idea: To effectively carry out God’s plan we must accept and encourage one another, following Christ’s and Paul’s example, and firmly guard the unity of our faith in Christ. 
	I. Proven by Christ’s Example (15:1-13)
	Key Idea: Christ exemplified the responsibility we have to accept and support one another. 

	1. Read Romans 15:1-4. What are we called to do (v1, 2) and to not do (v1)? Who set the example (v3) and what Scripture did this fulfill (see Ps 69:9)? What must we remember (v4) and why (v4)? 
	The strong – those who have freedom to partake in “gray” areas without shame, such as eating meat sacrificed to idols – ought to bear (carry, provide support) the weaknesses of those without such faith. This requires patience, humility, and gentleness – in short, true Christian love. Because of that our goal is not to please ourselves, but to give up our “right” to a particular activity if it will cause a weaker brother to stumble; rather we should do what is good for our neighbor and engage in whatever will edify him. Jesus Himself did not live to please Himself, but rather carried the reproaches aimed at God from evil men, just as King David had done as he awaited his ascension to the throne of Israel (Ps 69:9 – a messianic psalm). The reason He did this was because of our weakness – He gave up heaven’s glory to meet our need for a relationship with God. We must remember that the experiences of Old Testament (and New Testament) saints were recorded so that we could draw encouragement from them, enabling us to persevere. This, in turn, will lead to hope (see Rom 5:3-5).  

	2. In 15:5-7 what does God give us (v5)? What does Paul pray and why (v5-6) and how does it relate to what God gives us (v5)? What action must we take and what proves this (v6)? Apply. 
	God is actually the source of our perseverance and encouragement, although He uses the Scriptures as one His major means of accom-plishing this. Paul prays that God will enable the Roman Christians to be of one mind with each other according to Christ Jesus. The reason for our unity is that we will be able with one accord (purpose) and one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. This means that we are to strive for unity “according to Jesus Christ”; it is only our common love for Jesus and our common desire to lift Him up that will sustain the true unity of the Spirit that we have been given. When we look for things to divide us rather than draw us together we are missing God’s desire; just as Jesus prayed that we all would be one (John 17), so we must do the things that make for peace and unity so that we can glorify God together with one voice. 

	3. Using 15:8-13 how did Christ show He accepted all (v8, 9)? How does the Old Testament (2 Sam 22:50, Deut 32:43, Ps 117:1, Is 11:10) show this? Explain Paul’s prayer (v13) and how this works.
	Christ showed that He accepted us all (see v7) by first becoming a servant of the circumcision (Jews) and then by dying for Gentiles as well. He came for the Jews in order to confirm (to certify or make sure, like a warranty) the promises made to the forefathers. He also came for the Gentiles, though, because many Old Testament scriptures contained promises that they would be included in God’s family. In many psalms the psalmist said he would praise God among the Gentiles (Ps 18:49), foreshadowing the salvation of the Gentiles, and he called on the Gentiles to praise Him (Ps 117:1), which implied the same thing. Similarly, Moses, in Deut 32:43, in his “Song of Moses” which laid out the future course of Israel, prophesied for the “nations” (Gentiles) to rejoice with His people (Israel). Finally, it was prophesied in Isaiah that the “root of Jesse” (the Messiah) would rule over the Gentiles, becoming the source of their hope. This all shows that the Gentiles were not an afterthought with God, but were simply stage two of His plan for the salvation of the world (Israel’s salvation was to be stage one). Thus Jesus Christ accepted not only Jews from the beginning, but Gentiles as well; they were not second-rate citizens of the kingdom. In the Messiah Gentiles too will hope. Paul concludes this section by praying to this “God of hope” so that the Roman Christians would be filled with joy and peace in believing. Joy and peace only come from an active faith; we don’t just make ourselves joyful and peaceful. Rather, these result from a heart that believes that God is in control and is working all things for good to those who love Him and are called according to His purpose. The other side of this is that God’s Spirit is the One who fills us with abundant hope as we believe His Word. God will fill us with hope if we will trust Him. 

	II. Prompted by Paul’s Encouragement (15:14-33)
	Key Idea: When we know how much another person cares about us we are encouraged to stand for Christ just as they do.

	4. According to 15:14-21 what did Paul know (v14) and why had he challenged them (v15-16)? What was Paul’s goal (v17-18, 20-21) and how was it carried out (v19)? 
	Paul was convinced that the Romans were full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able to admonish (place into the mind, or to hold each other accountable) one another. In other words he knew that they knew what to do; he just wanted to remind them to do it. This ministry to the Gentiles was God’s grace to him and was his life; so he didn’t want to take any chances that due to their carelessness. He was a “priest” (mediator) of the gospel of God and the Gentiles were his sacrifice to God. His goal was that they become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit because this was his only “boast” before God. He would only speak of what Christ had accomplished through him with the Gentiles as they responded in obedience to Christ by word and deed. Paul had preached in the power of signs – pointing to God’s truth, wonders – pointing to God’s power, and the power of the Spirit as He worked through him. This was the pattern – signs and wonders - that authenticated the work of the apostles (see also 2 Cor 12:12 and Heb 2:3-4) as they established the church. Paul also had the goal of preaching the gospel where no one had been before (where Christ had not been named) so as to not build on another man’s foundation. This dovetails nicely into the idea that all need to hear that Jesus is the one way of salvation, so our responsibility is to go where they have not been given the specific revelation that Jesus is the “name” by which we must be saved. This further fulfilled a prophecy that those who had no news of Jesus and had not heard of Him would see and understand (Is 52:15).  

	5. Based on 15:22-29 what was Paul’s longing (v23) and what had stifled this (v22-23)? How did this change and why (v24-28) and what did he expect (v24, 29)
	Paul had longed to go to Rome to meet the church there in person, but God had prevented (a strong hindrance; literally “to cut down”) him from doing that. This time, though, when he went to Spain he intended to see them in passing and enjoy their company for a while. At that current time he was on his way to Jerusalem to drop off the offering for the poor saints there that he had collected from the various churches. These were in Gentile regions, composed of Gentiles primarily, and they were pleased to make this contribution to their Jewish brothers. They knew that they had been able to share in their spiritual legacy and now wanted to minister to their physical needs. Paul considered his help in taking the contribution to the church at Jerusalem as a seal of authenticity that he did care about his people. When he came to the Romans after this he anticipated coming in the fullness of the blessing of Christ. 

	6. Looking at 15:30-33 what did Paul want (v30) and why (v31, 32)? What was the basis for this request (v30) and what did he wish for them (v33)? 
	Paul urged his Roman brothers to “strive together” with him in prayer. The word “strive” is translated from the Greek word “sunagonizomai” which referred to the agony that athletes would endure to win at the Greek contests. Serious prayer is agonizing work and requires discipline; but it is made easier when you know that others are also praying with you about the need (just like working out). Paul’s prayer was that he might be rescued from those who were disobedient in Judea when he arrived there with his offering, and that his service in Jerusalem would prove to be acceptable to the “saints” (Christians) there. This would enable him to come to Rome in joy by the will of God and to find refreshing rest in their company. Unfortunately, this wasn’t God’s will; when Paul got to Jerusalem the offering was acceptable, but those in Judea did try to kill him and he ultimately was sent to Rome to stand before Caesar. So, he did get to Rome, but not the way he thought. This shows how God answers prayer – He hears the deepest cry of our heart even though we may not voice it correctly and then answers it. Paul’s request was based on their mutual dedication to the Lord Jesus Christ and their love of the Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of unity. Paul then prayed for them that the God of peace would be with them all. This was an ongoing theme of these last chapters, that the Roman Christians would experience God’s peace, along with His joy and righteousness in the Holy Spirit. 

	III. Partnering in Unity and Wisdom (16:1-27)
	Key Idea: Only when we remain unified and follow God’s wisdom will we be able to carry out God’s plan. 

	7. From 16:1-16 list some things Paul commended in others (v1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 12) and some personal notes did he gave (v3, 5, 8, 9, 11, 13). What did he instruct and why (v16)? 
	Paul commended Phoebe, who was the deliverer of this letter to the Romans, for her servant actions to the church at Cenchrea. This town was near Corinth, the place where Paul wrote the letter to Rome. He also encouraged them to receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, helping her in any way that she needed. This would be appropriate for she herself had helped many, including Paul. He then affirmed Prisca and Aquila (Acts 18:1-3), fellow tent makers, who had risked their own necks to support Paul. Merely being identified with him was risky, but they also probably gave him some of their work to help support him. He encouraged Andronicus and Junias as being outstanding among the apostles, noting that they were in Christ before him. They were not the “official” apostles, those who had actually walked with Jesus; rather, they were those “sent forth” (the meaning of the Greek word, “apostolos”), probably to help plant the church. He also called attention to several who worked for the Lord – Tryphaena and Trophosa, and especially Persis, the beloved, who worked “hard” (many or much – a quantitative term) in the Lord. Paul also personally made mention of Prisca and Aquila as his fellow workers, Epaenetus as the first convert from Asia, Ampliatus, his beloved in the Lord, Urbanus, his fellow worker in Christ, Appelles, the approved in Christ, Herodian his kinsman, and Rufus whom he considered a “choice” (elektos, or specially chosen) man in the Lord. He also noted that Rufus’ mother was like a mother to him as well (he wasn’t the blood descendant of Rufus’ mother).  Paul instructed the Roman brethren to greet one another with a holy kiss in order to show the deep affection that Christians should have for one another (see Phil 2:1). 

	8. Using 16:17-20 what was Paul’s warning (v17) and why (v18)? How did he characterize the Romans (v19) and what did he advise (v19)? What did he promise (v20)? Apply.
	Paul warned the Romans to keep an eye on those who cause dissensions (separate factions) and hindrances (skandalon, a bait stick that would catch something in its trap) contrary to the teaching which they had learned. These people were slaves of their own appetites rather than of the Lord Christ. They used smooth (kind, charming) and flattering (speaking well) speech to deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting (the “innocent”, not already “bad” people – inexperienced in the ways of evil) This shows a couple of things: 1) there was a standard body of teaching in the early church to which they should adhere and 2) there were those who tried to set up their own standards so they could do what they wanted. They then tried to get others to buy into their viewpoint, creating division in the church and tearing down the work of Christ. However, the Roman Christians in general were not that way; everyone knew about their obedience, causing Paul to rejoice over them. He wanted them, though, to be wise in what is good and innocent in what is evil. He did not want them to learn the ways of evil, referring to this divisive group whose god was their “belly” (literal translation of “appetite”, v18), see also Phil 3:19)  but to learn the ways of good (God). He promised that if they did this the God of peace would soon crush Satan, the source of all the evil, under their feet. This was an allusion to Gen 3:15 most likely, showing that the effect of the cross doesn’t just apply to forgiveness of sin, but also to victory over Satan. We must be aware that one of Satan’s primary tactics is to cause division in the body and that appetite is the door through which he enters. It is important, then, for us to find our deepest satisfaction in Christ rather than our appetites, and then to “be diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace” (Eph 4:3).

	9. Describe Paul’s “team” from 16:21-24—who they were and what they did. What does this tell us about Paul and how should this instruct our ministry? 
	Paul’s team included Timothy, his fellow worker, as well as Lucius (possibly Luke), Jason, and Sosipater, his “kinsmen”, probably meaning blood relatives. His secretary (amanuensis) was Tertius who actually penned the letter. Gaius was Paul’s host in Corinth and Erastus and Quartus both were part of Paul’s work there. They, too, greeted the church at Rome. As great of a Christian as Paul was he didn’t do this work alone. He ministered to and with, and received ministry from, those believers who had gathered around him. We must all realize that kingdom work must be done in teams rather than solo, just as Paul, and Jesus, exemplified.

	10. Read 16:25-27. How did Paul describe God (v25, 26, 27) and His work (v25)? How did he explain his ministry (v25-26)? What was Paul’s goal (v26, 27)? 
	As Paul closed this letter he gave God the glory. He described Him first as the One who is able to establish (to make one stand firmly) us – according to Paul’s gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which had been kept secret for long ages past. This mystery, described in Eph 3 (and Rom 9-11), is that Gentiles are part of the people of God, having been grafted into Israel’s tree. That is why the Roman Christians are established by God, because they were part of His original plan. This “mystery” (that which is hidden only to be uncovered) had now been revealed by the Scriptures of the prophets as they were applied to Jesus. Then, this mystery had been made known to all the nations in obedience to God and it had led to the obedience of faith. Thus, the inclusion of Gentiles into God’s family by means of the gospel of Jesus Christ had been confirmed by Scripture and proclaimed among the nations so that now Gentiles were coming to faith in Christ. Paul then concluded by identifying God as the “only wise” God. To Him alone, through Jesus Christ, was to be the glory. This, as always, was Paul’s goal. 

	11 Review Romans 15-16. How did Christ’s example show the necessity and importance of unity (15:1-13) and how did Paul’s ministry encourage it (15:14-33, 16:1-16, 21-24)? What wisdom did Paul give for carrying out God’s plan (16:17-20, 25-27)? 
	Christ served and died not only for Jews, but also for Gentiles, showing that He accepted both. Thus, we are to follow this example by accepting all. He did this for those who were weak, rather than strong, so we, too, should bear with the weaknesses of those who are in need of support. This may require that we at times give up our legitimate rights for their sake. Paul’s ministry encouraged this very thing; he willingly turned from his own people, the Jews, in order to bring in the salvation of the Gentiles. He was called to do this, but clearly his heart was in it. He not only wanted to minister to these Roman Christians, but earnestly desired to receive ministry from them. He showed his respect for them by affirming their maturity and obedience and expressed his intention to make every effort to personally spend time with them. This all shows his sincere acceptance of them. He also showed his deep affection for all that served the Lord and appreciated their efforts and sacrifice for Him. He didn’t do ministry solo, or as one above them who knew more; rather he ministered in a team approach, both giving and receiving God’s grace. Paul gave wisdom for carrying out God’s plan by instructing believers to resist dissension caused by self-indulgence, to be wise in good but innocent in evil, and to continue to obey the command to proclaim the gospel among the nations, leading to the obedience of faith in Christ. 


