Daily Study Questions for Hosea 1-3 – Torn Between Two Lovers
The Big Idea: When we are torn between God and the world we are committing spiritual adultery – and God will do whatever it takes to correct that.
	I. Committing Spiritual Adultery    (1:1-2:1)
	Key Idea: When we go after false gods it is just like committing spiritual adultery against God, our spiritual husband. 

	1. Read Hosea 1:1-2. What did Hosea speak (v1), and to whom (v1)? What did God tell him to do (v2) and why (v2)? What do you think that means? 
	Hosea, an eighth century BC prophet, spoke the word of the Lord to five kings – Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah in Judah, and Jeroboam II in Israel. These were not bad times economically in the nation but they were terrible spiritual times in Israel and up and down spiritual times in Judah (the southern kingdom of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin). God told Hosea to marry a “wife of harlotry” which could mean a wife who had the unfaithful heart of a prostitute, which could refer to any woman in the nation at that time or to one who was already a prostitute. There is no way of knowing for sure which one; the more graphic picture would be for Hosea to actually marry a prostitute since this was symbolic of God’s relationship with Israel. God was faithful to them, but Israel/Judah was mostly unfaithful to God even from the beginning. Many commentators, however, believe that Hosea married a woman who would become a prostitute since God would be commanding a violation of the Mosaic law. However, God is above the law since He is the lawgiver, and in this situation He could be demonstrating the actual importance of remaining faithful to one’s wife in spite of their actions – in effect giving greater value to the law.  

	2. Using 1:3-9 what did Hosea do (v3)? What were the names of his three children (v3-4, 6, 8-9) and what does each name mean (v4-5, 6-7, 9)?
	Hosea married Gomer and began to have children with her. The first was names Jezreel, which means “God will scatter”, a foreshadowing of what would happen to the nation because of her disobedience. The other reason for this name is that it foreshadowed God’s punishment of Jehu for the bloodshed he perpetrated at Jezreel on the house of Ahab. Even though God used Jehu to punish Ahab for his evil (he was married to Jezebel and increased idol worship) he did it violently and excessively, so God brought punishment on him. The second child was named Lo-ruhamah, which means, “no compassion”; God would no longer have compassion on Israel, but would bring judgment on them. For a while, however, He would have compassion on Judah; this was fulfilled as God allowed the Assyrians to conquer Israel in 722BC, but Judah’s final fall to the Babylonians didn’t occur until 586BC. After Lo-ruhamah had been weaned Gomer had their third child, Lo-ammi, which means, “not my people”. This was God’s pronouncement of separation on His people; He would no longer be there to protect them, but would allow them to experience life without Him. 

	3. Looking at 1:10-2:1 what promises does God make to Israel and Judah (v10, 11; 2:1)? When will this occur (v11) and what does this say about God?
	God promised that the number of sons of Israel would be as innumerable as the sand of the sea, that they would be called “sons of the living God”, that Israel and Judah would be reunited, and would have one leader as they go up from the land. Furthermore, they would call each other by the names, “Ammi” (my people) and “Ruhamah” (compassion). So, at some point in the future (apparently the Tribulation and millennial kingdom) Israel would be restored, just as the new covenant promises in Jer 31 predicted. This shows that God does not abandon His people or His word – He is faithful to them and to Himself. 

	II. Confronting Spiritual Adultery (2:2-13)
	Key Idea: God will confront spiritual adultery by withdrawing His hand of blessing when His people give the credit to anything besides Himself. 

	4. In Hosea 2:2-4 what does God tell Hosea to do (v2)? What will God do if they don’t respond (v3-4)? 


	God told Hosea to contend with his “mother”, Israel, because He had declared that she was not His wife and He was not her husband. She had broken the marriage covenant and God had had to “put her away”, so she would remove her adulterous heart and ways. If she didn’t respond in repentance God would “strip her naked”, exposing her vulnerability and lack of character. He would also make her like a wilderness so that she her thirst could not be quenched. Furthermore, He would not have compassion on her children because they were the product of prostitution or adultery. We can’t expect God to bless our family if we are being unfaithful to Him. 

	5. Using 2:5-7 why will God not have compassion on Israel in Hosea’s day (v5)? What does that mean? What will God graciously do for her (v6-7)? Apply to your life. 
	God was not going to have compassion on Israel because they had given credit to foreign gods and nations for their provision of bread, water, wool, flax, oil and drink. In fact it was God who had taken care of Israel; but He could not continue to do so if it meant Israel would remain attached to these foreign influences instead of God. God had graciously decided to build a hedge of thorns around Israel and wall up her paths so that she could not go after her foreign lovers – she would not be able to find her way to them, and even if she did it would be painful. After the frustration mounted over her inability to find satisfaction elsewhere God knew that she would decide to return to first husband, God, because they would realize life had been much better with Him than anyone else. This sounds a lot like the parable of the prodigal son when he finally came to his senses in the pig slop. This is a word for our lives as well; when we realize that life is just not working out like we think it should we must ask if it is something we are doing wrong. Maybe God has allowed frustration in our lives to lead us back to Him; we must examine ourselves to see if our loyalty is with Him or if we are depending on other things to bring us satisfaction and fulfillment. 

	6.  Looking at 2:8-13 what did Israel fail to realize (v8) and what will God do in response (v9, 10, 11, 12, 13)? 
	Israel had failed to realize that God was the One who had provided grain, new wine and oil, and had lavished on them the silver and gold that they had used to make idolatrous images of Baal. God’s response to this would be to take back His grain at harvest time, the new wine (grapes) in its season, along with the wool and the flax that had been given to cover Israel’s nakedness. This reveals that God’s provision shows others that we are loved, and when it is withheld it reveals just how naked and vulnerable we are. God would also show the foreign powers how shameful Israel was – she was unfaithful to her God and would be unfaithful to their alliances. With none to rescue her there would be an end to all mirth, feasts, and spiritual observances of the new moon, sabbath, and sacred feasts. The vine and fig tree that Israel claimed to be a result of her devotion to the false gods of the nations would be turned into the overgrowth of the forest that wild beasts would devour. She would be punished for worshiping Baal with sacrifices and adorning themselves with ritualistic devotions to this idol. This attraction had caused them to forget their own God, the only true God. 

	III. Correcting Spiritual Adultery (2:14-3:5)
	Key Idea: God will allow negative consequences to stop our waywardness and then draw us back to Himself with His gentle love. 

	7. According to 2:14-17 how will God treat Israel after their punishment (v14-15)? How will they then view Him (v16) and why (v17)? 
	After Israel was punished God would lovingly draw them back to Himself. He would give them vineyards again and would turn the valley of Achor (valley of trouble) into a door of hope so that Israel would sing there again. Israel would then begin to call God, “Ishi” (husband) rather than “Baali” (master) and the names of the Baals would be removed from their mouths. This again will be a fulfillment of the new covenant in which all would know the Lord, from the greatest to the least. There will be no need to turn to false gods when His people finally know the true God. 

	8. From 2:18-20 what covenant will God make with Israel in the end (v18)? What relationship will He have with them and how will He treat them (v19-20)? 
	In that day God would establish His “new” covenant with them so that there would be no need for weapons; peace would be so complete that everyone would lie down in safety. He would then betroth Israel to Himself forever in righteousness and justice, in lovingkindness, compassion and faithfulness. This means that both sides of the relationship between God and His people would be governed by these characteristics because God Himself had taken responsibility for it to happen this way. This is great news because God’s people, in their flesh, are not able to be any of these things; but God, through His Son, Jesus, can make us righteous, loving and faithful. God will be the true spiritual leader in His own home. 

	9. Read 2:21-23. What will God do for Israel and her land in the end (v21-23a)? How will His relationship to Israel change (v23)? 
	In the end God will cause the heavens to respond to the earth with rain so that the earth is able to produce grain, new wine and oil. These three would grow that which was sown (Jezreel means “scatters”, like scattering seed, which is the same as sowing). God would also sow Israel as seed in the land for Himself (we are His cherished possession and His inheritance) and they would obtain compassion and be His people. In turn they, as His people, would call Him, “My God”. This would be a relationship of faithfulness to Him, completely different from the time of Hosea. 

	10. In 3:1-5 what did God tell Hosea to do (v1) and who did this refer to? What did Hosea do (v2-3)? How did all of this depict what would happen to Israel in the future (v4-5)? 
	God told Hosea to go and love a woman who is loved by her husband, but is an adulteress. It is most logical to assume that this was Gomer, because this is an exact picture of God with Israel. They had been unfaithful to Him, but He would remarry her one day and she would be His faithful wife. God would remain faithful to His wife, although she turned to other gods and made them raisin cake sacrifices (possibly eaten as aphrodisiacs in the cultic immorality). Hosea bought her back with barley (the medium of exchange for a person caught in adultery) as a symbol of this and told her that she would remain with him for many days without engaging in sexual relations. This depicted Israel’s spiritual condition after she had ceased her idolatry – she would be without king or prince, sacrifice or sacred pillar, and ephod and household idols, all symbols of Israel’s unfaithfulness and idolatry. After Israel had no other place to turn after many days they would return and seek the Lord their God and David their king; they would come trembling to the Lord and His goodness in the last days. This again points to the fulfillment in the Tribulation period and millennial kingdom. 

	11. Review Hosea 1-3. How does Gomer present a picture of God’s people sometimes? How does God deal with us when we commit spiritual adultery—positively and negatively?
	God’s people often go astray from God, turning to false gods or avenues of satisfaction independent of Him. True believers can do this if they allow Satan to deceive them as he tempts them to pride, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes. We can sometimes begin to believe that the thing we have is really the god itself – such as money, sex, power, etc. The reality is that these are just blessings from God in their proper context, to be used to glorify God. When we fall into such sin and deception God will use the negative approach of withholding these things, leading to frustration, dissatisfaction, and an unfulfilled life. Positively, though, as this occurs God will lead us back to Himself as He gently draws us back. We must always beware of allowing the enticements of Satan to take root in us and cultivate our faithfulness to Him in every possible way. 


