Leviticus 25-27 Daily Study Questions – God’s Economy
The Big Idea: When we follow God’s principles our material needs, although not necessarily our wants, will be met. 
	I. Renewing the Resources (25)
	Key Idea: Resources – land, animals, and human beings - must be renewed with rest if they are to continue to produce well.  

	1. From Lev 25:1-12 what 2 rests for the “land” were given (v1-4, 8-12)? How was each to be observed (v5-7, 9-10)? What were some benefits (v5-7, 10, 12)? 
	The land was to be given a Sabbath rest every seventh year, and then an additional rest on the fiftieth year (Year of Jubilee) following the Sabbath year rest. The Sabbath rest for the land was to be observed in the land of Canaan by not sowing the field or pruning the vineyard. The harvest’s after-growth was not to be reaped and the grapes of untrimmed vines were not to be gathered. Everyone and all animals would be able to eat from these unharvested growths of the land during the seventh year. The year of Jubilee was to begin on the tenth day of the seventh month (the Day of Atonement) when the blast of the ram’s horn blared throughout the land. At that moment the fiftieth year would be consecrated and a release of all the land’s inhabitants would be proclaimed. Everyone would return to their original family property, and thus everyone’s families would be reunited as well. One of the benefits of this would be that that the work of cultivating and harvesting would be unnecessary so that everyone, including the land and the animals, could rest (and eat). Also, everyone would have their original portion of land restored to them, regardless of what had occurred between years one and forty-nine. 

	2. Look at 25:13-22. What happened to property in the fiftieth year (v13) and how did this affect land values (v14-17)? Why (v16)? What could they trust if they obeyed these laws (v18, 19, 20-22)? 
	In the fiftieth year everyone returned to his own property – God apportioned this to them specifically when they conquered the Canaanites. This meant that if a sale of the land was made between years one and forty-nine that they value would be proportionate to the number of years left before the year of Jubilee. This was based on the number of crops it would yield; land had no inherent value. So, the fewer the years left before Jubilee, the fewer crops it would produce, and the less it would be worth. They were to follow this system of valuation not only because they were fellow countrymen but also because they knew that God had established it and would enforce it. If they observed these laws relating to the Sabbath rest for the land and the year of Jubilee they could trust that that God would enable them to live securely on the land. They could also trust that He would enable the land to yield its produce so they could eat their fill. God promised that if they let the land lie fallow in the seventh year that He would provide enough in the sixth year to take care of them for three years – in the sixth, seventh and eighth years, until the crop of the eighth year provided for the ninth year. They would lack nothing if they followed God’s laws. 

	3. Using 25:23-34 who owned the land (v23)? What results would this have (v23, 24, 25, 26-27, 28)? What were the rules for houses in cities (v29, 30), villages (v31) and Levitical towns (v32-34)?
	The land was the Lord’s, not Israel’s. This meant that they were not to sell the land permanently, but allow it to revert every fifty years (or sooner) to its original owners by putting a redemption clause in it. Sometimes a fellow countryman would become so poor that he would have to sell part of his property. When he did his nearest kinsman would be obligated to buy it back from the purchaser. If he had no kinsman and he regained the money to repurchase it, then he was to refund the purchase price based on the number of years since its sale and then reclaim his land. If he couldn’t buy it back before the year of Jubilee, then in that year it would revert back to him. Similarly, if a man lived in a house inside a walled city he would have redemption rights for the house he sold. However, this would be in effect only for one year from the date of sale, and then it would pass permanently to the purchaser for all generations including the year of Jubilee. Houses not contained in walled cities, though, were considered the same as open land with the same redemption rights as the land – reverting back during the year of Jubilee. In the cities of the Levites their houses carried with them a permanent right of redemption. However, they could not even sell the pasture lands because those were to be their permanent possession, presumably because they raised the sacrificial herds and flocks there. 

	4. Based on Lev 25:35-55 how were the poor to be treated (v35, 36-37)? Why (v38)? How were Israelite slaves to be treated (v39-41, 46, 47-52, 53, 54) and why (v42-43, 55)? What about non-Israelite slaves (v44-45)? 
	Those who became poor in Israel were to be sustained by those who had more and they were not to take advantage of them by increasing their interest rates. The silver and food they were provided were not to be given for profit. This was based on the fact that God had delivered all of them from Egypt and given them the land of Canaan to be their God there. They were all equal recipients of the grace of God. If a poor countryman sold himself into slavery because of his need he was not to be ruled over harshly, but rather was to be treated as a hired hand. In the year of Jubilee he was to be released along with his sons so he could return to his own property. Israelites were not to be bought and sold, although they could voluntarily sell themselves as a slave; the only slaves that could be purchased were from the surrounding nations. Thus, sojourners among them could be purchased and become a possession that could be passed to the next generation – but never fellow Israelites. If a sojourner were to purchase an Israelite he would do so with the understanding that the Israelite could be redeemed, either by a kinsman or by himself if his means increased. If he couldn’t redeem himself before the year of Jubilee both he and his sons would receive their freedom then and return to their own property.  

	II. Responding in Obedience (26)
	Key Idea: The greatest asset we have is obedience to the Lord. 

	5. Using 26:1-13 what commands were to be obeyed (v1-3) and what would be the blessings (v4, 5, 6, 7-8, 9, 10, 11-12)? Why (v13)? 
	God told them to not make idols or set up images, pillars or figured stones to bow before in worship. He also commanded that they keep the sabbaths (weekly primarily, but also every seventh year, every fifty years) and reverence His sanctuary. He then made a blanket command for them to walk in His statutes and keep His commandments for Him to be able to bless them. They were unconditionally His chosen people through Abraham, but they were to receive conditional blessings based on their obedience. Their blessings would be rain in their season, causing the land to yield its produce and the trees to bear fruit. Their grain harvests (Spring) would last until their grape gathering (Fall) which would last until the grain harvest again. They would also live securely in their land in peace with their enemies. Harmful beasts would be eliminated from the land (lions and tigers, etc) and they would defeat their enemies, putting them to flight. They would multiply and God would confirm His covenant with them. He would also live among them and His soul would not reject them. He promised to be their God and for them to be His people. He had proven His desire to bless them already by delivering them from Egypt, breaking their bonds, and making them walk with their heads held high. He had too much invested in them to turn His back on them now. 

	6. In 26:14-33 why would Israel disobey (v14-15)? What 4 stages of discipline would occur (v16-20, 21-22, 23-26, 27-32) and how would it end (v33)? Why would it be in stages?
	Israel would disobey God when their soul began to abhor His ordinances. This is a very strong inner feeling that explains why we start disobeying – we don’t want to. This would lead Israel to break the Mosaic covenant with God, releasing Him from this conditional covenant. Then God would bring the consequences of disobedi-ence on them. The first stage of this would be sudden terror, consumption (a wasting disease), and fever, followed by enemies eating up their crops. Their enemies would defeat them and rule over them and they would flee when no one was chasing (paranoia). In addition God would break their pride of power and cause the rain to stop so that their agricultural efforts would be useless. The next stage of consequences would be to increase His plague on them seven times for their sin and to release the beasts of the field that He had previously eliminated. This would destroy their children and cattle and make travel so dangerous that no one would get on the roads. The third stage of consequences in response to their hostility would be for God to bring hostility upon them. Their enemies would strike them with the sword and when they gathered in the walled cities God would bring pestilence on them. Furthermore, there would be so little bread that they would not be able to be satisfied. Finally, if they refused to obey God they would resort to eating the flesh of their children because of the sieges that would come against them from their enemies. He would destroy their idolatrous high places. He would lay waste to their cities and sanctuaries and would refuse to be placated by their sacrifices. The land would become desolate and their enemies would settle in it. The final consequence or discipline would be that of the Israelites being scattered among the nations. God would do this in stages so that they would have the opportunity to repent after each stage. Unfortunately they didn’t do this and ultimately were dispersed among the nations in 586BC. They returned seventy years later, only to be dispersed again in AD70, then beginning to return at the start of the twentieth century.

	7. Looking at 26:34-46 how would the land benefit (v34-35, 43) and how would life be for those left (v36, 37, 38-39)? How could they be restored (v40, 41-42, 44-46)? Apply. 
	When the people were scattered the land would finally have rest, enjoying its seventh year sabbaths that had been ignored by Israel. Literally, they would have seventy years rest because the seven year sabbaths had not been observed for 490 years. Life for those left wouldn’t be good; they would have weak hearts and flee at the sound of even a leaf. They would stumble over each other in panic and have no strength to stand before their enemies. They would “rot away” because of their iniquities and the iniquities of their forefathers. However, when they confessed these iniquities which they committed against the Lord in unfaithfulness and hostility, and humbled their uncircumcised hearts by making amends for these iniquities, then the Lord would remember His covenant. He would then restore them to the land so that He could be their God once again. This process of restoration would be part of the statutes, ordinances, and laws that the Lord established between them at Mt Sinai. This shows us a couple of things: first, God is serious about His discipline of His people. We don’t “get away” with our sin just because we are His children. In fact we may suffer more than an outsider because He loves us too much to let us get away with it. Secondly, God does have a way for us to come back to Him. He wants to restore us if we will just confess our sins. 

	III. Remitting God’s Portion (27)
	Key Idea: We must remain true to what we have promised if we are to walk in God’s blessing. 

	8. From 27:1-13 what amounts, by each class, would pay off a vow (v1-3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9-10, 11-13)? Why would a person make a vow and how important was it to keep it? 
	Males twenty to sixty years old would have a valuation of fifty shekels of silver. A shekel was the monthly wage in that time so fifty shekels was a huge amount (four years’ wages). A female of this age had to pay off thirty shekels, while a female between five and twenty had to pay off ten shekels. A male of this age had a valuation of twenty shekels. Even a one month to five year old had a valuation of five shekels if they were male, but three if they were female. If they were sixty and up males were valued at fifteen shekels and females and ten. If they were too poor to pay off the vow the priest would determine what they were to pay. All of this reflects the typical economic productivity, and thus ability to pay, of each of these classes and does not imply inherent superiority. Sometimes an animal would be vowed as an offering and it would be holy once promised; it could not be rescinded. If it had to be exchanged because it was unclean then both animals would become devoted to the Lord. If the owner wanted to redeem the unclean animal it would cost them the normal price plus twenty percent. A person would make vows like these to secure God’s deliverance or as an offering of worship or gratitude. Either way it was of vital importance to render what was promised to God. It says in Eccl 5:5 says that it is better to not vow at all than to make a vow and not pay it. The high price of these vows shows just how important it is to honor our promises to God. 

	9. Using 27:14-25 what else could be devoted to God’s use (v14, 16, 22) and what was the price to be released from the vow (v15, 17-18, 19, 20-21, 23-25)? 
	A house, fields of his own property, or a field he has purchased could all be devoted to the Lord. The price to be released from the vow of a house was the valuation of the priest plus twenty percent. The vow of the field was proportionate to the seed needed for it to be productive and must be calculated in relation to how many years it had been since the year of Jubilee. To be redeemed that valuation plus twenty percent would be the price. It could not be redeemed if it had ever been sold to another man. Finally, purchased land was worth what the priest determined and could not be redeemed. It would be returned in the year of Jubilee. 

	10. Based on 27:26-34 what things were already devoted to the Lord (v26, 28-29, 30) and what could be redeemed (v27, 31, 32-33)? Where did all these commands originate (v34)?
	The first-born among the animals was already devoted to the Lord unless unclean and anything placed “under the ban” was irrevocably given to the Lord, whether man, animal, or fields. Finally, the tithe (ten percent) of the produce of the land belonged to the Lord. If part of his tithe was redeemed it must have twenty percent added to it and that amount in money given to the priests. These commands all originated with the Lord as He spoke them to Moses on Mt Sinai. 

	11. Summarize from Lev 25-27 God’s plan for keeping Israel prosperous: Lev 25—the land and the poor, Lev 26—obedience, Lev 27—honoring vows. What does each have to do with prosperity? 
	God would keep the land and the people productive as they received care from those who give them relief. Today we rotate the crops on land as an illustration of the land restoration. The real principle, though, is that our resources must be kept productive by giving them the proper care if they are to function according to God’s plan. Obedience to God’s principles is the most important thing we can do if we are to enjoy the experience of having our needs met (Matt 6:33). Finally, when we keep our word with God and value it more than our possessions, then He can trust us with His wealth according to His will. It’s a pretty simple plan – keep our resources refreshed, follow God’s principles, and honor our word with Him and others. When we do these things we can count on God’s provision of our needs. The contrasting behavior makes this even clearer – wear out your resources, selfishly follow your greed, and lie whenever is necessary. These things make for bad business.


