Revelation 12-13 Daily Study Questions

The Big Idea: Satan and his demons will be banished from heaven and angrily deceive the nations through the Antichrist during the second half of the tribulation. 
	I. Woman and Child (12:1-6)
	Key Idea: God’s son who is to rule the nations will be born of Jewish heritage and Satan will be unable to destroy Him at His birth. 

	1. Read Rev 12:1-4. What 2 signs appeared in heaven (v1-2, 3-4) and what do you think each of them meant? What was the dragon’s mission (v4)? 
	The first sign was that of a woman clothed with the sun with the moon under her feet, and with a crown of twelve stars on her head. She was pregnant and in labor to give birth to this child. Based on Gen 37:9-11 this obviously refers to Israel and the birth of the Messiah. Israel had long and painfully awaited a deliverer, the Messiah, to come forth. The second sign was that of a great red dragon who had seven heads and ten horns, with seven diadems (crowns) on each of his heads. His tail swept away a third of the stars of heaven and flung them to the earth, then he stood before the woman so that he might devour the child when he was born. This great red dragon is Satan himself (Rev 20:2) who has massive intelligence (seven heads), a measure of authority (over ten kingdoms), and has a position of complete rule (seven crowns). He somehow contributed to the fall of a third of the angels (stars) to the earth, who now carry out their demonic roles in this world. Possibly this happened when he fell from heaven – Is 14:12, Ezek 28:17, Luke 10:18 - or before or at the fall in the Garden or at the flood when some of the angels left their first calling (Jude 6); whenever it occurred they are on the earth now. The dragon’s, Satan’s, mission is to destroy the people of God and the Son of God. Neither are possible but he will be destroyed trying anyway. 

	2. Looking at 12:5-6 describe the life and purpose of the Son that the woman (Israel) bore (v5). What would happen to the woman and for how long (v6)? 
	The Son (Jesus) was a male child who would rule all the nations with a rod of iron – indicating a thorough and firm rule – at some point in the future. Right now He is Lord over all, but the authority for the kingdom of the world is still in Satan’s hands. Jesus lived on this earth and then was caught up to God and His throne in heaven. The woman would flee into the wilderness to be nourished for 1260 days, so this must refer to the first or second half of the Tribulation. When this is compared with Jesus’ prophetic words in Matt 24:15-16 it would seem that this will happen at the beginning of the second half of the Tribulation. 

	II. War in Heaven and Earth            (12:7-16)
	Key Idea: Satan will be cast out of heaven and create havoc on earth as he attempts to persecute God’s chosen people during the second half of the tribulation.

	3. From 12:7-9 what will occur during the 1260 days (v7) and what will be the result (v8, 9)? What do you think this will lead to (v9)? 
	During (probably at the beginning) of the second half of the Tribulation there will be a war between Michael the archangel and Satan (the dragon) and their respective angelic followers. This war will result in Satan and his followers being banished from heaven and thrown down to earth – they will not be strong enough to overcome Michael’s forces and their “place” in heaven will be taken away. From the story of Job and other places we know that Satan right now has access to the throne of God as he comes before Him to accuse the brethren. He is none other than the serpent of old who tempted Adam and Eve in the garden, the Devil (diabolos, meaning to slander) and Satan (meaning adversary or enemy). In the last half of the Tribulation Satan will no longer be able to accuse the brethren before God because he will be thrown to earth with his demons. He will then wreak havoc since he knows he only has a short time to exercise his power. During this time he will deceive the whole world through the Antichrist, as is explained in chapter 13. 

	4. In Rev 12:10-12 what resulted from Satan’s fall (v10, 12) and why (v10)? How did God’s people overcome Satan (v11)? Apply. 
	The result of Satan’s fall is that the kingdom of the world will finally come under the sole authority of God and His Messiah (Christ, anointed one). His accusations will no longer occur before God, and he will finally be overcome by God’s people. Their method of overcoming Satan and his demons are threefold: 1) the blood of the Lamb – we have no standing without Christ’s death on our behalf; 2) the word of their testimony – believers who do not confess Christ are not true believers and will not prevail against the evil one; 3) they did not love their lives even to death – true believers are willing to deny themselves daily and even die for their Lord and Savior. Such devotion cannot be defeated by Satan when it originates in our right standing before God because of Jesus’ death. These three things are how we overcome Satan today – we rely on the blood of Christ, we bear testimony to the risen Christ, and we willingly forsake our lives for Him. 

	5. Using 12:13-16 what did Satan’s fall lead him to do (v13) and how did God deal with this (v14)? What else did Satan do (v15) and what was the result (v16)? 
	Satan was filled with rage because he knew he only had a short time. This led him to persecute Israel because they gave birth to Jesus, although this wouldn’t accomplish anything since Christ has already won the victory. However, God, who has committed to protect Israel in the Tribulation, will transport the nation into the wilderness using the two wings of the great eagle. This may have a specific fulfillment (like the USA maybe, although in that day the eagle was symbolic of Rome) but probably it refers to God’s providential care of Israel as is seen in Ex 19:4 and Deut 32:9-11. Israel will be protected in the wilderness for the last three and a half years – this may refer to the 144,000 who are already protected by the seal of God or it may be other Jewish believers. Jesus told those who were alive in Judea to flee to the mountains immediately when the abomination of desolation was revealed in the temple (Matt 24:16-22) which would correspond to the timeline in this passage (Rev 12). When the Jews go to the wilderness during this time they will also be protected from Satan’s attempt to flood them (this may be literal or symbolic of a great army since the flood of waters comes out of the dragon’s mouth) as God opens up the ground to drink up the water. 

	III. Worship of Antichrist                (12:17-13:18)
	Key Idea: Satan’s ultimate goal is to receive worship and this will be realized when he sets up his representative, the Antichrist, as the world ruler.

	6. Looking at 12:17-13:2 what did Satan do next and why (v17)? Describe the person he empowered to do this for him (13:1-2). Where did he come from (v1)? 
	All the rest of Israel’s offspring – true believers in Christ whether Jew or Gentile – will have war waged on them by Satan, due to his rage over his failed attempt to destroy Israel. The leadership of this war will be the “beast” who stood on the seashore as he came up out of the sea (of nations). This is also known to us as the Antichrist who has ten horns with ten diadems on them (a ten nation coalition headed up by him) on seven heads (complete intellectual domination) that had blasphemous names on them. This beast was like a leopard with bear’s feet and a lion’s mouth. This symbolized the great world powers of the past – the leopard representing Greece and its speed of world domination, the bear which symbolized Medo-Persia and her claw-like domination of other nations, and the lion which stood for Babylon, who frequently boasted of its beauty and greatness and growled with menacing teeth. The final world power, Rome, was indescribable in Daniel 7:7-8, and so is not described here, although Daniel 9:26-27 imply that the Roman empire will be revived by the Antichrist in the second half of the Tribulation. So this Antichrist will arise from the nations of the earth with all the characteristics of past world powers and the authority to rule the nations for a brief period of time. All of his power and authority will come from the dragon, Satan. 

	7. According to 13:3-6 what happened to the beast (v3) and what did this lead to (v3-4)? What else did the beast do (v5-6) and how long would he have authority (v5)? 
	The beast (Antichrist) had one of its heads wounded in a way that appeared fatal to everyone. Then, this ‘head’ came back to life (maybe one of the kings in this worldwide empire) as the Antichrist healed this seemingly fatal wound. The whole world would be deceived by him to the point that they would all worship the dragon who gave the Antichrist his authority, saying “who is like the beast and who is able to wage war with him?” He was then given an arrogant mouth speaking blasphemous things and the authority to do whatever he wanted for 42 months (3 ½ years, 1260 days). He blasphemed God and he blasphemed God’s tabernacle (those who dwell in heaven). God dwells in the midst of His people in heaven and He identifies them as His tabernacle. 

	8. From 13:7-10 what further authority did the beast have (v7) and who would this affect (v8)? What is “the perseverance and faith of the saints” (v9-10)? 
	The beast was given further authority to make war with the saints (normally Jewish believers) and given authority over all the Gentiles so that everyone on earth would worship him. The only exceptions to this would be those whose names had been written from the foundation of the world in the Lamb’s book of life. They would be saints who would persevere to the end – those whose faith God originated and sustained so they would persevere to the end. Those who relied on God would persevere, even if it meant going into captivity or being persecuted; but those who took matters into their own hands by using the sword would have the sword used on them.   

	9. In 13:11-15 describe the 2nd beast (v11) and what he did (v12-13, 14, 15). What was his goal (v14-15) and his method (v14)? 
	A second beast arose that came out of the earth (not the sea). He was a representative of the dragon, having two lamb-like horns and speaking like him. He would exercise the authority of the first beast (Antichrist) while in his presence and make all those on the earth worship him. He also would perform great signs, including calling fire down from heaven like Elijah did. These signs would deceive everyone and he would use these signs to cause an image of the beast to be made that all would worship; he would breathe life into this image and cause all who would not worship this image to be killed. The most important characteristic of this image would be its apparently fatal wound that was healed. This deception was all geared towards imitating what Jesus did as He died and was brought back to life and who was a lamb who spoke for God and performed great signs in His name. Satan is sly but not very creative. These two beasts energized by Satan will form an all-powerful political-religious entity, counterfeiting the kingdom that Christ came to establish. All powerful world kingdoms have consistently used this model, even if the religion was primarily man-centered like Marxism or Nazism. 

	10. Looking at 13:16-18 what will be required from each one to buy or sell in the Tribulation (v16-17)? What is the beast’s number and what does it mean (v18)? 
	Each one of every type and from every walk of life would have to have a mark on their right hand or forehead to be able to buy or sell. This mark would be the name of the beast or the number of his name, 666. This number represents man alone – six being man’s number and three sixes being man to the superlative. The ones who have understanding are told to calculate the number of the beast which is the number of a man. This probably means that the numbers could relate to the numerical equivalents of the letters of the person’s name. There has been much speculation using this method over the years but no one will know who this is until he actually appears on the scene.

	11. Based on this week’s study what is Satan’s goal regarding Israel, Jesus, and believers? What is his goal regarding himself? How can we sometimes act like this? 
	Satan’s goal is to destroy Israel and Jesus, as well as their offspring (Gentile believers), and when that doesn’t work his whole purpose will be to make life miserable for them. He will make war with them, will make it impossible to exist without God’s miraculous provision, and will kill them if possible. His goal for himself is to deceive the whole world into following him and his representative, the Antichrist. He wants to be worshiped, just as we often do. When we seek our glory we do the same thing although it’s just not as obvious.  


