Daily Study Questions for Leviticus 11-15 – Keep It Clean
The Big Idea: God desires purity in every detail of our lives in order to have fellowship with Him. 
	I. Recognizing Clean and Unclean (11)
	Key Idea: God’s people must recognize the difference between what is acceptable to Him and what is not. 

	1. From Leviticus 11:1-23 what were the categories of clean and unclean foods (v2, 9, 13, 20) and some of the specific differences (v3-4, 9-10, 13-19, 20-23)? Why did God designate “clean and unclean”?
	The clean and unclean foods were land animals, aquatic animals, birds, and winged insects. Later (v29) “swarming things” are discussed which are primarily rodents and reptiles – but these are all unclean. The differences among land animals were whether they chewed the cud or not, or whether their hooves were split or not. If they were split and chewed the cud they were considered clean food. Among fish the question was whether they had scales and fins, or not. This would differentiate between non-scavenger and scavenger fish (like bottom feeders, catfish for example). The difference in birds was not pointed out (they were simply named), while the thing that separated winged insects was whether or not their legs were jointed, so that they jumped. Many have pointed out that the reason for these differences is that the prohibited foods were often unhealthier and more prone to carry diseases. While we are not given the specific reason God designated these foods as unclean the important thing to observe is that God wanted them to pay attention to even small things such as what they ate to be able to worship Him. Throughout this entire study in Leviticus there are an overwhelming number of specific details for the Israelites to follow in order to be “right” in God’s eyes. This would teach them discipline as they followed God, as well as impress on them and test their perception of the worthiness of Yahweh. It would also show them the impossibility of perfect obedience, which, as Galatians3:23-25 tells us, would eventually lead them to a better way of righteousness, faith in Christ. 

	2. Look at 11:24-47. How were “unclean” things to be treated (v24, 25, 31, 32-35, 37, 39-40, 41, 43)? What was clean (v36) and how was this different? What was God’s purpose in this (v44-45)?
	Unclean things that had died were not to be touched; otherwise the person would be unclean until evening. They would also have to wash their clothes if they picked up something unclean. If one of these unclean “swarming” things fell on someone or something that would make them unclean, too. The thing was to be put into water until evening, and then it would be clean. If it were a clay pot that something unclean contacted it was to be broken into pieces. Food and drink would all be unclean if touched by uncleanness. An oven or stove contacted by uncleanness was to be smashed, too. The exception to the contact was a cistern – the water in it would not be unclean unless directly touched – and a running spring would remain clean presumably because it would not become stagnant. Furthermore, a seed would be clean if touched by an unclean thing, but if touched by unclean water it would be unclean, probably because this could seep into the kernel. In eating an animal that died (not killed) the person became unclean until evening and was to wash their clothes. God’s purpose in all of this was to set apart His people for Himself; they were to be holy because He is holy.

	II. Removing Uncleanness          (12-13)
	Key Idea: Uncleanness can infect the entire body so it must be decisively isolated and removed. 

	3. Using 12:1-8 how did childbirth affect a mother’s “cleanness”, or acceptability to worship (v1-2, 3-4, 5)? How did she get “reinstated” (v6-7, 8)? Why do you think atonement was needed for this? 
	Giving birth to a child rendered the mother unclean for seven days. According to many commentators this was because of the bloodiness of the placenta. She was to remain in the blood of her purification (unclean) for 33 days after circumcising her male child on the eighth day. If her child was female she would remain unclean for two weeks and then in the blood of her purification for 66 days. To be reinstated to worship an offering of atonement was to be brought to the priest at the doorway of the tabernacle. This would be a one year old lamb for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon or dove for a sin offering. If she was poor she could take two doves or pigeons in place of the lamb and bird. The reason atonement was needed was likely was a reference to the curse of the fall (pain in childbirth) or to the transmission of the sin nature to the baby. Babies are born sinners, although covered by the grace of God until coming to an understanding of right and wrong. Atonement is needed for every human being from the moment they are born. 

	4. In Lev 13:1-28 what indicated leprosy (v2-6, 7-8, 9-11, 14-15, 18-20, 21-23, 24-28). What were the immediate consequences of this disease (v3, 11)? Why did God instruct this? 
	Leprosy was present if there was a swelling, scab, bright spot (scar), or boil on the skin and the hair in it had turned white with an infection that appeared deeper than the surface. If a scab had spread on the skin it was also leprous. In a swelling if there was deep raw flesh in it leprosy was present and if it spread the person was pronounced unclean by the priest. If a body had been burned with fire and the raw flesh of the burn became a bright spot, then if the hair had turned white in it and it appeared deeper than the flesh it was considered to be leprosy. The immediate consequences of this disease were isolation and uncleanness. This would keep the assembly clean and free from outbreaks of contagious disease, and it would keep His worship holy. 

	5. From 13:29-46 where else could leprosy be found (v29, 38, 42) and what indicated it (v30-34, 36-37, 38-39, 40-41, 42-44)? How was the leper to act (v45-46)? Why?
	If there was an infection in the hair of the body that appeared deeper than the skin and the hair was yellowish the person had a form of leprosy. Additionally if it spread then leprosy was confirmed. Bright spots on the skin might be leprosy, but they could just be scars or eczema. When there was baldness this was not a sign of leprosy unless there was a reddish-white infection on the skin that appeared deeper than the surface. The leper was to tear his clothes, uncover his head, and cover his mustache; when near others he was to cry out, “Unclean, Unclean!” He was to remain unclean as long as he had the infection and live alone outside the camp of Israel. This would limit the extent of contagious diseases in Israel. Since leprosy is a physical picture of the effect of sin it shows how seriously we must treat sin in our midst as well. 

	6. Using 13:47-59 what showed leprosy in clothing (v47-49) and what was to be done (v50-52, 53-55, 56-59)? Why so many details about leprosy? 
	In clothing if there appeared to be an infection or if there was a greenish or reddish substance in leather it was to be shown to the priest and quarantined for seven days. If it spread it was leprous and unclean, and was to be burned. If it had not spread the garment was to be washed and it would be clean after being quarantined for another seven days without spreading. If it came back, though, it was to be burned with fire. This multitude of details about leprosy was designed to keep Israel clean and healthy and presents the importance of limiting exposure to unclean things. As a spiritual principle it shows us the danger of evil and evil associations and the necessity of not allowing those to continue in the Body of Christ.   

	III. Restoring Cleanness (14-15)
	Key Idea: It is important that we be restored to cleanness before the Lord to be able to fellowship with Him and worship Him. 

	7. Scan 14:1-32. How was leprosy to be cleansed (v3-4, 5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11, 12, 13, 14, 15-16, 17-18, 19, 20)? What if the leper was poor (v21-23, 24-29, 30-32)? 
	When leprosy appears to have been healed the leper was to appear before the priest and the two of them would go outside the camp. If there was no leprosy after being examined the priest was to order two live birds, cedar wood, scarlet string and hyssop to be brought for the one being cleansed. One bird was to be killed in a clay pot over running water, and the other bird was to be dipped in its blood, along with the cedar wood, scarlet string, and hyssop. The leper was then to be sprinkled seven times with this blood, pronounced clean by the priest, and the live bird was to be released in the open field. The cleansed leper was then to wash his clothes, shave, and bathe and he would be clean. After this he was to stay in the camp outside his tent for another seven days, then on the seventh day shave all of his hair, wash his clothes, and bathe again. Then he would be clean. On the eighth day the leper was to offer two unblemished male lambs and a yearling ewe, along with 3/10 ephah of fine flour mixed with oil and a pint of oil. The man was to be presented at the doorway of the tabernacle with his lamb as a guilt offering and the pint of oil so they could be a wave offering. Then the lamb was to be slaughtered and its blood was to be put on the right earlobe, thumb, and big toe. The oil was to be poured into his left palm and the priest was to dip his right finger in it and sprinkle some of the oil seven times before the Lord. The rest of the oil was to be put on the head of the leper. Then the sin offering was to be offered, then the burnt offering. Finally the grain offering was given. If the leper was poor, however, he could take one male lamb instead of two and then use two turtledoves or pigeons. His grain offering could be a tenth, a third of the first amount. 

	8. Based on 14:33-57 where else could leprosy be found (v33-37) and what was to be done (v38-42, 43-47)? What if it wasn’t leprous (v48-53)? Review leprosy’s locations (v54-57).
	Leprosy (mold, mildew) could also be found in the walls of a house. The priest was to go look at the suspicious mark and order the house emptied of its contents. If the depressions were reddish or greenish and deeper than the surface it was to be quarantined for seven days. If it had spread it was leprous and the walls were to be dismantled, stone by stone, and thrown away outside the city. Then, the entire house was to be completely scraped and the plaster dumped in the unclean place outside the city. Once rebuilt, if the mark broke out again then the timbers of the house, too, were to be dismantled and taken outside the city. Then the one who had been in the house to sleep or eat was to wash their clothes. If the house was considered clean then the same ritual for cleansing with the birds, scarlet thread, cedar wood and hyssop was to be followed. In summary leprosy could be found in a garment or house, or in a swelling, scab, or bright spot (scar). 

	9. In 15:1-18 what is the cause of uncleanness (v2-3) and what does this affect (v4-5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16-18)? How was he cleansed (v13-15)? Why was this important? 
	If a discharge from the sex organs occurred, whether male or female, they were considered unclean. This could be a disease related discharge or a seminal discharge in males. This would make the bed upon which they lay unclean, or anything upon which they sat (including a saddle). Anyone who touched the person with the discharge, or their bed or chair would become unclean, too. If the man with the discharge spat on someone it would make them unclean. Any clay pot that the person with the discharge touched would be unclean and thus should be broken, and any wooden vessel was to be rinsed with water. The unclean one was to be bathed with water and wash their clothes and they would be unclean until evening. Anyone who touched someone with a discharge would need to rinse their hands, wash their clothes and bathe in water. After the unclean man has been cleansed he would then have to wash himself and his clothes in running water seven days later. Then on the eighth day he was to take two turtledoves or young pigeons to the tabernacle and the priest would offer one as a sin offering and one as a burnt offering. Because of the intimacy and sanctity of the sexual organs atonement had to be made for discharges of this nature. 

	10. According to 15:19-33 what caused uncleanness in a woman (v19, 25) and what was affected (v20-24, 26-27)? How was she cleansed (v28-30)? What was the point (v31-33)? 
	A woman who had menstruated (a discharge of blood) was considered to be ceremonially unclean, as well as one who had engaged in intercourse. She was impure for seven days after menstruation had ceased. Anything upon which she sat or lay was considered unclean, and anyone who touched these things was considered unclean. If a man engaged in intercourse during her menstrual cycle he was unclean, too. If a woman had a non-menstrual discharge of blood the same rules would apply. At the end of it cleansing would occur just as it had for the male who had had a discharge. All of this would keep Israel separated from their uncleanness so that they would not defile the tabernacle of the Lord. None of this implies that sex is “dirty”; rather it upholds the sacredness of it and underscores that every area of our lives is under the rule of the Lord. 

	11. Look back over Lev 11-15. What would be the practical effects of keeping these laws, and what would be the spiritual effects? What was God teaching them? 
	The practical effect of keeping all of these laws would be to discipline the Lord’s people to follow Him in every area of their lives – food, clothes, sex, etc. Furthermore, they would limit disease and promote health, although there are some laws that don’t seem to have specific health benefits. All of these rules would keep the people alert and focused on the Lord and His way of doing life, and would set them apart from the nations around them, reminding them that they were indeed special. 


