Daily Study Questions for Revelation 19-20

The Big Idea: When Satan and all evil is finally destroyed redeemed mankind will finally begin to fulfill their divine destiny on earth. 
	I. The Defeat of Satan (19:1-21)
	Key Idea: Satan’s earthly forces will be defeated by the Word of Jesus at the battle of Armageddon. 

	1. Read Rev 19:1-3. What did John hear after Babylon’s fall in 17-18 (v1-3)? What was God praised for (v1, 2) and what had He done to cause this praise (v2-3)? 
	John heard a great multitude in heaven saying with a loud voice, “Hallelujah (praise to “Yah” or the LORD)! Salvation, glory, and power belong to our God – because His judgments are true and righteous – for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His bond-servants on her. John then heard “hallelujah” a second time relating to the fact that the harlot’s smoke of burning will rise up forever. This tells us that salvation from the evil web that Satan has spun since the Garden is the ultimate blessing to mankind, and the only One who is able to overcome him is the One to whom true glory and power belong. Furthermore, it is His expression of judgment on Satan’s representative, the great harlot (Babylon the great, the evil world religious/economic system) and on her bloodshed of God’s people that shows just how great God is. He is the ultimate power because He has defeated the ones who seemed to be the greatest powers. He is to be praised for His judgment on all earthly evil and the resulting salvation that is realized as a result. 

	2. Using 19:4-6 who else worshiped God in heaven (v4, 5-6) and how did they do it (v4, 6)? Apply to our lives today. 
	Besides the praise/worship of the great multitude (probably of the redeemed plus the angels) the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down in worship of God before His throne saying, “Amen, hallelujah”, and then a voice came from the throne calling for all bondservants of God, those who fear Him both small and great, to give praise to Him. Then all of God’s bondservants with a thunderous voice like the sound of many waters and mighty peals of thunder spoke, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.” This gives us a great pattern for worship – when all of God’s people, small and great, who reverence Him and praise Him, worship God together the result is majestic and God-honoring. While worship alone is great worship together is better when it flows from the heart. We cannot help but praise and bow before God when we consider the greatness of His salvation and His definitive judgment on evil. 

	3. Looking at 19:7-10 what event was near (v7, 9) and who would be present (v7, 9). Who did this refer to, and how were they prepared (v8, 9)? What is the spirit of prophecy (v10)? Explain. 
	The marriage of the Lamb and His bride was near, meaning that the celebrative marriage supper was near also. Those present would be the Lamb, His bride, and those invited to the marriage supper. The Lamb refers to Jesus, the Bride is His church, so those invited to the marriage supper must be redeemed Jews who have come to faith in Christ during the tribulation. Christ’s Bride has prepared herself for the wedding by living righteously on this earth, and those who are invited have prepared themselves by accepting the invitation and showing up (believing in Jesus as the Messiah). This shows that the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus – His Bride accepts His testimony as the Savior-King (Lord) and the Jewish remnant accepts His testimony as the King (Messiah)-Savior. We are to worship no one else but Him – no man or angel. 

	4. In Rev 19:11-13 describe what John saw (v11, 12, 13). What does each of these designations mean (v11, 12, 13)? 
	John saw the heavens opened and a white horse was revealed. On this horse sat the One called Faithful and True, who righteously judges and wages war. He has eyes flaming with fire, many diadems on His head (these were bands around the head, first used by the Persians, that distinctively symbolized royalty), and a name written on Him that He alone knows (symbolizing His “otherness”/holiness). Furthermore his robe was dipped in blood and His known name is “the Word of God”. John would probably relate this to John 1:1, 14 where it says “In the beginning was the Word…and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” He is the living Word who shed His blood that we might know the Father and enter into relationship with Him. 

	5. Using 19:14-16 describe who was following Jesus (v14). What further designations did Jesus have (v15-16) and how would He conquer the nations (v15)? 
	The ones following Jesus on white horses were armies in heaven clothed in fine linen, white and clean. This probably represents the redeemed clothed in the righteousness of Christ. From the mouth of Jesus a sharp sword was coming with which He would “smite” (to strike gently, less violently than some other Greek words for this) the nations – He would not have to use violence to do this, but would simply speak His Word and it would be done. He would rule these nations with a rod of iron – firmly – and He would tread the wine press of the fierce wrath of God – referring to His defeat of the world’s armies arrayed against Him at Armageddon (Rev 14:19-20, 16:13-16). Another name that was written on Jesus’ robe was “King of kings and Lord of lords”; this may refer to a sash or a banner that was draped across His robe. 

	6.  Looking at 19:17-21 who did the angel call for (v17) and why (v18)? What was this in anticipation of (v19) and what actually occurred (v20-21)? 
	The angel called for all the birds to come to the “great supper of God” so they could eat the flesh of kings, commanders, mighty men, horses, and of all men who were not on Jesus’ side. They would all be killed at Armageddon, but not with a fight. Jesus would simply speak the word, they would die, the blood would flow up to the horses’ bridles for about 200 miles (Rev 14:20), and the birds would eat their flesh (see Matt 24:28-31). Then, the beast (Antichrist) and false prophet would be seized and thrown into the lake of fire burning with brimstone (lava-like), while the rest were killed with the Word of God that came out of the Lord’s mouth. 

	II. Our Divine Destiny (20:1-6)
	 Key Idea: Those who faithfully follow Jesus will reign with Him, will judge the nations with Him, and will minister as priests to Him forever. 

	7. According to 20:1-3 what did the angel from heaven do (v1-2) and for how long (v2-3)? What would this prevent (v3)? What would happen after this period (v3)? 
	An angel from heaven that held the key to the abyss and a great chain in his hand laid hold of the dragon (the serpent of old, the devil, Satan) and bound him for a thousand years; he then threw him in the abyss, and shut it and sealed it so that he would not be able to deceive the nations any longer – until the thousand years were completed. At that time he would be released for a short time. The reason for this is explained later on (v7-8). 

	8. Read 20:4-6. What 3 things will believers do in the millennium (v4, 6) and what blessing is given to them (v6)? What will happen to those who don’t believe in Jesus (v5)? Apply. 
	During the millennium believers will sit on thrones to judge the nations, they will reign with Christ (including those who have been beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and the word of God, and had not worshiped the beast or his image or received his mark), and they will be priests to God. They will be blessed with life forever as they are resurrected and receive their glorified bodies. However, those who have rejected Christ and in the Tribulation have followed the beast will remain dead for the entire thousand year period. This passage shows the value of worshiping the Lord and none other – those who do will be rewarded with a great life of victory forever; those who don’t will never live again.

	III. The Destruction of All Evil     (20:7-15)
	Key Idea: In the end all evil will be destroyed without a fight as Jesus speaks the word. 

	9. From 20:7-10 what will happen after the 1000 year reign of Christ (v7) and why (v8)? What will be the outcome (v10)? 
	After the millennial reign of Christ Satan will be released from his prison and will come out to deceive the nations, gathering them together for war against Jesus. The big question is “where do all of these unbelievers come from?” The probable answer is that they are the generations of descendants of believers who were alive on the earth when the millennium began. They didn’t have glorified bodies like those who came back from heaven or who were resurrected, so they and their descendants still had sin natures. However, Jesus had been reigning for a thousand years without Satanic deception or interference, so it is a testimony to the depravity of man that he would still be led astray after experiencing the beneficent rule of Jesus for a thousand years. But this is exactly what happens – in fact the number of rebels is as innumerable as the sands of the seashore. At the end of the reign of Christ this great company of unbelievers will surround the camp of the saints and Jerusalem, but fire will come down from heaven and destroy them. Then the devil will finally be destroyed by being thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and false prophet still are – and they will be tormented forever (and ever). 

	10. In 20:11-15 what will happen to the dead who are raised after the millennium (v11, 12-13, 15)? What will happen to death and Hades after this and what is this called (14)? 
	The dead who are raised at the end of the millennium are the unrighteous dead since all of the believing dead were raised to life in glorified bodies at the beginning of the reign of Christ (1 Thes 4:13-17 and 1 Cor 15:50-57 are good references here). They will all stand (whether they were buried in the ground or at sea) before the great white throne of God and the books of their works would be opened. Also the book of life would be opened, but they would be judged by their actions on the earth. Their names were not in the book of life because the only way to get in (or possibly stay in) that book is by believing in Jesus. After all who were in the place of the dead or Hades were judged and their name was not found to be in the book of life they were thrown into the lake of fire (also known as the second death, v6 – physical is the first, and spiritual is the second, permanent death). Death is man’s great enemy, and Hades is the place of the dead for those who are not believers. There will be no need for either of these at the end because the lake of fire will contain everyone who had rejected Christ. 

	11. Looking back over Rev 19-20 pick out some of the most exciting things for you as a child of God. What basic weapon does Jesus use to dispose of Satan (v13, 15) and what how can we apply this today? 
	The most exciting thing about the end is that we win then get to reign with Christ forever. Just being in His presence forever will be mind-boggling, exhilarating and completely fulfilling. Amazingly, the way that Jesus accomplishes His great victory over Satan is by His Word – after all, He defeated him at the cross and all He has to do is declare it as accomplished and it will be. The application for us is that we can walk in the same victory as Jesus simply by knowing and believing the truth of God. Although we have the sin nature that Satan can deceive it can be overcome on a moment by moment basis as we live in God’s word. We don’t have to try harder; we just have to believe more genuinely. 


