Leviticus 18-20 Daily Study Questions – Raising the Bar
The Big Idea: The bar for God’s people is set higher because we represent such a great and holy God. 
	I. Expunging Sexual Sin (18)
	Key Idea: All incest, extra-marital sex, homosexuality, and bestiality defiles people and must be completely eliminated.  

	1. Read Leviticus 18:1-5. What 2 sets of practices was Israel to avoid (v1-3) and how does that apply to us? What were they do instead (v4-5), and why (v4, 5)? 
	Israel was to avoid living like the Egyptians (their past influencers) and like the Canaanites (their future influencers). This applies to us in that we are put aside the patterns of our lives before Christ, but we are also to refuse to let the world “squeeze us into its mold” once we become Christians. Both are very real problems and steal the joy of our salvation. The best way to overcome these things is to obey God and keep His Word; if we perform what He desires the things of the world will be less enticing because His ways are so satisfying. In fact when we keep (by spending time reading and meditating on it) and obey His Word we truly “live”. 

	2. Look at 18:6-23. Which relationships were incestuous (v6-18)? What other sexual sins were prohibited (v19, 20, 22, 23) and why do you think the command of verse 21 was included in this section?
	No blood relative was appropriate for sexual relations, even if the relative were an in-law. This meant that mothers, step-mothers, sisters, step-sisters, half-sisters, granddaughters, aunts, daughters-in-law, sisters-in-law, a woman and her daughter, a woman and her granddaughter, or two sisters. While these are all specified from the male point of view, this applies from the female point of view as well (fathers, step-fathers, etc). In addition intercourse with a woman in menstruation was prohibited, as well as with the wife of a neighbor, homosexual intercourse, and intercourse with an animal. In the midst of this offering child sacrifices to the pagan god Molech was banned, probably because this constituted adultery against God. 

	3. Using 18:24-30 what had these sexual practices caused (v24, 25, 27-28)? What did God command His people (v24, 26, 30) and what judgment would come on those who refused (v29)? 
	These abominable sexual practices had been practiced in Canaan for centuries with the result that they and their land had become defiled. Therefore, God had punished them by casting them out of the land. In some sense even the land itself had “spewed” them out because of this perversity. God commanded His people to not do any of these things that would defile them and to keep His statutes and judgments. If they failed to adhere to this they would be cut off from their people, either by the rest of Israel or by God Himself. 

	II. Encouraging Respect (19)
	Key Idea: Respect must be practiced towards all segments of society for a nation to be honoring to God and one another. 

	4. From Lev 19:1-10 how was Israel to show respect for God (v1-2, 3, 4, 5-8) and for the disadvantaged (v9-10)? What principle does this establish and how should we apply it? 
	Israel was to show respect for God by being holy (set apart to Him) as He is holy (set apart from all things, in a class by Himself). They were also to reverence their parents, which is essentially a sign of respect for God who appointed them as the authority over their children. They were to honor Him by keeping the sabbath as a special day, and they were not to worship false gods or make idols. Also, they were to follow God’s rules for the peace offering, which meant they were to eat it on the same or next day after it was offered; if not it was to be burned up on the third day. If it was eaten on the third day this was considered an offense to God and that person was to be cut off from the people. Finally, they were to show respect for the disadvantaged – the poor, needy and strangers – by leaving the gleanings after the harvest for them to pick up and have something to eat. They were not to reap the corners of their fields just so they would have provision for their needs. This shows that we must have compassion for those who are less fortunate due to no fault of their own. There are people in this situation. Of course the best thing to do for them is help them learn to provide for themselves, but while they are working on this or as long as they are unable we must show them compassion since they are God’s people, too. 

	5. Using 19:11-18 how were Israelites to treat one another generally (v18)? Specifically, how would this be practiced (v11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17) and how did each of these show love? 
	The general guideline for the Israelites’ relationships is that they were not to hate their fellow countryman in their hearts; while they could reprove them they were not to take vengeance on them. Rather, they were to love their neighbors as themselves. Specifically this meant that they were not to steal, deal falsely, nor lie to one another. They were not to swear falsely by God’s name, they were not to oppress their neighbor, and they were not to take advantage of a deaf or blind man. They were to give the hired man his wages as he needed them and they were remit justice in court. They were not to be partial to the poor or great and they were not to slander or act against the life of their neighbor. As already stated they were not to hate their countryman, take vengeance, or bear a grudge against them, even though it was acceptable to reprove them. Each of these actions showed love because rather than selfishly hurting those around them it built them up and unselfishly did what was good for them. 

	6.  In 19:19-31what various commands were given (v19, 20-22, 23-25, 26-28, 29, 30, 31)? What practical results would come from observing these? 
	The Israelites were not to breed two kinds of cattle together, sow their fields with two kinds of seed, nor wear a garment made with two types of material. The reasons for these prohibitions were twofold. First, there were pagan religions that engaged in these practices. Also, the sowing of two kinds of seed may have eliminated crop rotation, which would have disallowed a time for the land to recoup. The two kinds of material may have led to static electricity, or have caused an allergic reaction. Another command related to the punishment for a man that had sex with another man’s slave woman. They were not to be executed for this sin, but were to bring guilt offerings to the priest. The next command related to the fruit from trees they planted in the land of Canaan; when they entered they were not to eat of the fruit for three years, and in the fourth year they were to dedicate it all to the Lord. This would allow the trees to bear abundantly and would honor God. Next on the list were the prohibitions against eating anything with blood, practicing divination or soothsaying, cutting the edges of their beards, cutting their body for the dead, or making tattoos – all pagan rituals. Then, they were told not to profane their daughters by turning them into prostitutes, and to keep God’s Sabbaths, thus revering His sanctuary. Finally, they were not to resort to mediums or spiritists. All of these commands were violated by Israel in the years ahead, but if they had kept them they would have truly been a nation set apart to God and a nation with a healthy social structure. 

	7. Looking at 19:32-37 what further practices would set Israel apart (v32, 33-34, 35-36)? Why does each make sense (v32, 34, 36-37)?
	Israel was to honor the elderly by rising before them and valuing them; in this way they would actually honor God the true “Ancient of Days”. They were also to be considerate of the stranger in their midst since they were once “aliens” themselves in the land of Egypt. Finally, they were to use accurate measures rather than ones that were off in their favor. This was really just a deceptive way of stealing. This kind of justice was just as important to God as retribution for violence. All of these practices would have established a secure society grounded in integrity. 

	III. Explaining Capital Offenses (20)
	Key Idea: Sexual perversion is so devastating to society that it must be exteriminated.

	8. From 20:1-8 what prohibitions are repeated (v1-2, 6) and how was the violator of each to be judged (v2, 3, 4-5)? Essentially what type of sin was this (v5, 7-8; compare 18:19-23)? 
	The offering of child sacrifices to Molech is again prohibited and punishable by stoning by the community. Furthermore, God would set His face against the one doing this, along with his family; even if the community failed to carry out His judgment God would insure that he would receive judgment. The sin of turning to mediums and spiritists was in this same category, and so was to be punishable by death. These were both the sin of spiritual prostitution because the act of worshiping other gods represented unfaithfulness to God. Instead the people were to consecrate themselves to God and be holy; He alone was the LORD their God.

	9. Using 20:9-21, 27 list other sins that were capital offenses (v9-19, 27). What other sins are listed and what was their penalty (v20, 21)? What does this passage teach us about God’s view of these sins? Apply to today.  
	Other capital offenses were 1) cursing one’s father or mother 2) adultery 3) incest 4) homosexual intercourse 5) marrying a woman and her mother 6) bestiality and 7) having sex during menstruation. There were also the sins of a man having sex with his uncle’s wife and of a man who took his brother’s wife – both of these were punished by God with the inability to have children. This level of punishment shows just how much God hates sexual sin because it violates another person and rebelliously and selfishly ignores the boundaries that God has put in place for human beings and society. Sadly, these sins are rampant in the western world; we will not survive unless we repent. 

	10. Based on 20:22-26 why was Israel to avoid these sexual sins (v22) and why were they being given Canaan (v23-24)? What were they to observe (v25) and why (v26)? 
	Israel was to avoid these sins because the practice of them was the driving force behind God’s judgment on the Canaanites. The land was “spewing them out” and God in His abhorrence of these sins was driving the Canaanites out because of the ingrained practices of these sexual perversions. Thus, Israel was being given the land that was taken away from the natives and they were to be holy to God. They were to distinguish between clean and unclean, and refuse to become detestable by having contact with unclean animals. As extra reinforcement God reminded them that a medium or spiritist was to be put to death. In all that they did Israel was to be set apart to God. 

	11. Look back over Lev 18-20. How would Israel’s social, family, sexual and business lives be different from the nations if they followed these commands? Would they be better or worse off? 
	When sexual perversion is not tolerated in a society – incest, homosexuality, bestiality, etc – the family unit’s integrity is maintained and true love and bonding has a chance to permeate that society. Similarly, if the poor, blue collar worker, aliens and elderly are given consideration then everyone in that society can expect the same – the lesser to the greater principle (“inasmuch as you have done to the least of these you have done it to me” – Jesus). Justice must be upheld for all, with no preference given to the rich or the poor, and hatred toward one’s countrymen must be condemned; then people can resolve their disputes reasonably and unity can be maintained and encouraged. Furthermore, when people refuse to turn to demonic avenues such as spiritism and mediums they keep Satan from gaining a foothold in the entire society. In business people express their love to each other by being honest and looking out for each other, rather than by operating with a “let the buyer beware” approach. Of course all of these values can be upheld only with the help of God because man is basically self-indulgent. Without question if Israel had fully followed God’s laws they would have been the most attractive nation on the face of the earth because there people would have known true brotherhood. 


